444 Tafsir Ibn Kathir

The Tafsir of Siirah Sabbih"
(Chapter - 87)

Which was revealed in Makkah

The Virtues of Siirat Al-A‘la

This Stirah was revealed in Makkah before the migration to Al-
Madinah. The proof of this is what Al-Bukhari recorded from
Al-Bara’ bin ‘Azib, that he said, “The first people to come to us
(in Al-Madinah) from the Companions of the Prophet i were
Mus‘ab bin ‘Umayr and Ibn Umm Maktim, who taught us the
Qur’an; then ‘Ammar, Bilal and Sa‘d came. Then ‘Umar bin Al-
Khan:ab came with a group of twenty people, after which the
Prophet # came. I have not seen the people of Al-Madinah
happier with anything more than their happiness with his
coming (to Al-Madinah). This was reached to such an extent
that I saw the children and little ones saying, ‘This is the
Messenger of Alldh who has come.’ Thus, he came, but he did
not come until after I had already recited (i.e., learned how to
recite)

ST & 2 2y
&Glorify the Name of your Lord, the Most High.y (87:1)

as well as other Sirahs similar to it."?l
It has been confirmed in the Two Sahihs that the Messenger
of Allah # said to Mu‘adh,
i ) 0P €6y LGP ¢INT & i nd L Sl Y

«sWhy didn't you recite "'Glorify the Name of your Lord, the
Most High,”; "By the sun and its brightness,” and "By the
night when it envelopes i3

) This Surah is more commonly called Stirat Al-A‘lG.
2l Fath Al-Bari 8:569.
Bl Fath Al-Bari 2:234, and Muslim 1:340.
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Imam Ahmad recorded from An-Nu‘mian bin Bashir that the
Messenger of Allah # recited

Gt Lo a1, €N & 2
Surat Al-A‘la (chapter 87) and Surat Al-Ghdashiyh (chapter 88)
in the two Id prayers. If the Id prayer fell on Friday, he would
recite them in both prayers (Id and Salat Al-Jumu‘ah).!)
Muslim also recorded this in his Sahih, as well as Abu Dawud,

At-Tirmidhi, An-Nasa’l and Ibn Majah. The wording of Muslim
and the Sunan compilers says, “He used to recite

aedi L0 adt iy, €N & 22 ld

Surat Al-Ala (chapter 87) and Surat Al-Ghdshiyh (chapter 88)
for the two Tds and Jumu‘ah. If they occurred on the same
day, he would recite them in both of them.”

In his Musnad, Imam Ahmad recorded on the authority of
Ubayy bin Kab, Abdullih bin ‘Abbas, ‘Abdur-Rahméan bin
Abza, and the Mother of the believers, ‘A’ishah, that the
Messenger of Alléh # used to recite

ST 3 5D, G B 3, €58 & 2 ip

¢Glorify the Name of your Lord, the Most High.» and 4Say:
‘O you who disbelieve.’y and ¢Say: 'He is Allah, the One.'y
‘A'ishah added in her version that he would also recite
the Mu‘awwidhatayn (Al-Falaq and An-Nas).!?)

b~ N I |
In the Name of Allah, the Most Gracious, the Most Merciful .
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¢1. Glorify the Name of your Lord, the Most High.»

I Ahmad 4:271.

12 Ahmad from Ubayy 5:123, from Ibn ‘Abbas 1:299, Ibn Abza 3 :406,
and ‘A’ishah 6:227.
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42. Who has created, and then proportioned it.»

¢3. And Who has measured; and then guided.»

¢4. And Who brings out the pasturage,

45. And then makes it dark stubble.y

€6. We shall make you recite, so you shall not forget,»

47. Except what Allih may will. He knows what is apparent
and what is hidden .»

¢8. And We shall make easy for you the easy.p

49. Therefore remind in case the reminder profits.»
€10. The reminder will be received by him who fears,$
"§11. But it will be avoided by the wretched,»

412. Who will enter the great Fire.p

413. There he will neither die nor live .}

The Command to pronounce Tasbih and its Response

Imam Ahmad recorded from Ibn ‘Abbas that whenever the
Messenger of Allah # would recite

€T gy
€Glorify the Name of your Lord, the Most High.p
he would say,
A o O

1Glory to my Lord, the Most High o'l

Ibn Jarir recorded from Ibn Ishaq Al-Hamdani that whenever
Ibn ‘Abbas would recite

O & 0y
4Glorify the Name of your Lord, the Most High.p

he would say, “Glory to my Lord, the Most High,” and
whenever he would recite

4! swear by the Day of Resurrection.p (75:1)

'l Ahmad 1:232, Abu Dawud no. 883.
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and then reach the end of it
¢Is not He able to give life to the dead?% (75:40)
he would say, “Glory to You, of course.”! Qatadah said,
¢RI =g
4Glorify the Name of your Lord, the Most High.$

“It has been mentioned to us that whenever the Prophet of
Allah # used to recite it he would say,

l;,i:igil o O

«Glory to my Lord, the Most High.»*?

The Creation, the Decree, and the bringing forth of
Vegetation

Allah says,
¢Who has created, and then proportioned it.»
meaning, He created that which has been created, and He
fashioned every creation in the best of forms. Then Allah says,
L Sl R

¢And Who has measured; and then guided.» Mujahid said, “He
guided man to distress and happiness, and he guided the cattle
to their pastures.”® This Ayah is similar to what Allah has
said about Musa's statement to Fir‘awn,

CEsGF I G ¥ 3o 6
¢Our Lord is He Who gave to each thing its form and nature,
then guided it aright.» (20:50)

meaning, He decreed a set measure and guided the creation to
it. This is just as is confirmed in Sahih Muslim on the

{11 At-Tabari 24:367.

12l At-Tabari 24:368. This is based upon the narration of Ibn ‘Abbas
above.

B At-Tabari 24:369.



448 Tafsir Ibn Kathir

authority of ‘Abdulléh bin ‘Amr that the Messenger of Allah s
said,
o Gt ety 5581 onyain Gl 81 35 oo s 536 a1 S
Ll e B2 58
«Verily, Allah ordained the measure of all creation fifty

thousand years before He created the heavens and the earth, and
His Throne was over the water a!")

Concerning Allih’s statement,

¢And Who brings out the pasturage,b meaning, all types of
vegetation and crops.

¢And then makes it dark stubble.y Ibn ‘Abbas said, “Dried up and
altered.”?! It has been narrated that Mujahid, Qatadah and
Ibn Zayd, all made similar statements.!®

The Prophet i does not forget the Revelation
Allah says,
4aty
¢We shall make you to recite, meaning, ‘O Muhammad.’
g %y

¢so you shall not forget (it),» This is Allah informing and
promising him (the Prophet i) that He will teach him a
/recitation that he will not forget.

& 9%

4Except what Allah may will .$ Qatadah said, “The Prophet i did
not forget anything except what Allah willed.” It has been said
that the meaning of Allah’s statement,

€ 5

M Muslim 4 :2044.
121 At-Tabari 24 :369.
1Bl At-Tabari 24 :369, 370.
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¢so you shall not forget,$ is, “do not forget” and that which would
be abrogated, is merely an exception to this. Meaning, ‘do not
forget what We teach you to recite, except what Allah wills,
which He removes and there is no sin on your leaving it off (not
retaining it).” Concerning Allah’s statement,

€ge o 1A Ay

¢He knows what is apparent and what is hidden.y meaning, He
knows what the creatures do openly and what they hide,
whether it be statements or deeds. None of that is hidden from
Him,

Then Allah says,

€Al 320

¢And We shall make easy for you the easy.p meaning, ‘We will
make good deeds and statements easy for you, and We will
legislate such Law for you that is easy, tolerant, straight and
just, with no crookedness, difficulty or hardship in it.’

The Command to remind
Allah then says,

€L o8 g 55

¢Therefore remind in case the reminder profits.» meaning, remind
where reminding is beneficial.

From here we get the etiquette of spreading knowledge, that
it should not be wasted upon those who are not suitable or
worthy of it. The Commander of the believers, ‘Ali said, “You
do not tell people any statement that their intellects do not
grasp except that it will be a Fitnah (trial) for some of them.”
He also said, “Tell people that which they know. Would you
like for Allah and His Messenger to be rejected?”

Allah said:

R s
¢The reminder will be received by him who fears,$

meaning, ‘he whose heart fears Allah and who knows that he
is going to meet Him, will receive admonition from what you
convey to him, O Muhammad.’

(‘ “’)g" YJ lr‘ \-0)—' Y r “ djgh )U‘ J“, JJ‘ &“ ‘J-'N‘ ")’,zu)
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4But it will be avoided by the wretched, who will enter the
great Fire. There he will neither die nor live.»

meaning, he will not die and thus be allowed to rest, nor will
he live a life that is beneficial to him. Instead, his life will be
harmful to him, because it will be the cause of his feeling of
the pain of torment and various types of punishments what he
is being punished with.

Imam Ahmad recorded from Abu Sa‘id that the Messenger of
Allah # said,

e 0 B2 ol Gl B V3 50,0 Y Gl 2 s e e
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N oo B el BG5S -
tConcerning the people of the Fire who are deserving of it, they
will not die nor will they live. Regarding the people that Allah
wants mercy for, He will cause them to die in the Fire. Then
He will allow the intercessors to come to them, and a man will
take his groups of supporters and plant them (or he said they
will be planted) in the River of Al-Hayi (or he said Al-Hayih,
or Al-Hayawin, or Nahr Al-Jannah). Then they will sprout up

like the sprouting of the seed on the moist bank of a flowing
Stream.»

Then the Prophet i said,
Wit ad & “..: 1 :J,'ii(.: lyad 5,8 Bakn 5y ch
tHaven't you all seen the tree that is green, then it turns
yellow, then it turns green (again)?»
Abu Sa‘id then said that some of those present said, “It is as if
the Prophet ## used to live in the desert wilderness (i.e., due
to his parables of nature).”'!
Ahmad also recorded from Abu Sa‘id that the Messenger of
Allah i said,

- 50 535 (B3 V5 s B4 Y B Gl 18 ot e

Bl 2= G et = o AGlady U6 T - L Sl JEN 20 - U6 s

1 Ahmad 3:5.
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«Concerning the people of the Fire who will be dwellers of it,
they will not die in it nor will they live. However, there will be
a group of people - or as he said - whom the Fire will burn
due to their sins - or he said - their wrongdoings. So, He will
cause them to die until they become burnt coal. Then the
intercession will be allowed and they will be brought group after
group, and they will be scattered over the rivers of Paradise.
Then it will be said: O people of Paradise! Pour down upon

them." Then they will sprout like the growing of the seed that
is upon the moist bank of the flowing stream.”

Then, a man from among the people present said, “It is as if
the Messenger of Allah & used to live in the desert
wilderness.”!!! Muslim also recorded this Hadith.!?)
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¢14. Indeed whosoever purifies himself shall achieve success.p

415. And remembers the Name of his Lord, and performs

Salih.p

€16. Rather you prefer the life of this world.p

€17. Although the Hereafter is better and more lasting %

418. Verily, this is in the former Scripturesp

419. The Scriptures of Ibrahim and Miisa.»

A Statement concerning the People of Success
Allah says, ,
¢Indeed whosoever purifies himself shall achieve success.p

meaning, he purifies himself from despised characteristics and
he follows what Allah has revealed to the Messenger 5.

f Ahmad 3:11.
2! Muslim 1:172.
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€3S 4 2 K5
€And remembers the Name of his Lord, and performs Salih.p
meaning, he establishes the prayer in its appointed time,
seeking the pleasure of Allah, obedience to His command, and
implementation of His Law. We have already reported from the
Commander of the believers, ‘Umar bin ‘Abdul-‘Aziz, that he
used to command the people to give the Sadagat Al-Fitr,!!
and he would recite this Ayah:
NN SRRl At
¢Indeed whosoever purifies himself shall achieve success. And
remembers the Name of his Lord, and performs Salih.p

Abu Al-Ahwas said, “If someone comes to any of you begging,
and he wants to pray, then he should give charity (Zakdh)
before he prays. For verily, Allah the Exalted says,

€SS UG E o d B
¢Indeed whosoever purifies himself shall achieve success. And
remembers the Name of his Lord, and performs Salah.p"?!
Qatadah said concerning this Ayah,
OIS 5 I KO o F B

¢Indeed whosoever purifies himself shall achieve success. And
remembers the Name of his Lord, and performs Salih
(Fagalla).»

“He purifies his wealth and pleases his Creator.”
This World is Worthless in Comparison to the Hereafter
Then Allah says, ‘
CBY S 0 5
¢Rather you prefer the life of this world .3

meaning, ‘you give it precedence over the matter of the
Hereafter, and you prefer it because of what it contains of

1 The prescribed charity at the end of the month of Ramadan.
' At-Tabari 24 :374.
Bl At-Tabari 24 :374.
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usefulness and benefit for you in livelihood, and your returns
(i.e., income, profitable gain).’
L {E A1
&Although the Hereafter is better and more lasting .y

meaning, the reward of the final abode is better than the
worldly life, and it is more lasting. For indeed, this worldly life
is lowly and temporal, whereas the Hereafter is noble and
eternal. Thus, how can an intelligent person prefer that which
is short-lived over that which is eternal. How can he give
importance to that which will soon pass away from him, while
ignoring the importance of the abode of eternity and infinity.

Imam Ahmad recorded from Abu Musa Al-Ash‘ari that the
Messenger of Allah #& said,

u‘l; "’ |_,J.:b u\..a.b J.o| u)>-‘ g..:v-i Y tb)’-b J..oi aLa: s..:-i u»n
._;"'.'

«Whoever loves his worldly life, will suffer in his Hereafter,
and whoever loves his Hereafter, will suffer in his worldly life.
Therefore, chose that which is everlasting over that which is
temporal .»

Ahmad was alone in recording this Hadith.!!!
The Scriptures of Ibrahim and Miisa
Allah then says,
({_jg«y) f:ejl gu'-’ K‘:?J-N‘ u;..:n“ "é iea 31)

¢Verily, this is in the former Scriptures - the Scriptures of
Ibrahim and Misa.»

This Ayah is similar to Allah’s statement in Strat An-Najm,
ol 5 T 3 T &S o L c@wy G I H
& ﬁdﬁ‘ Tt a5z 2 B o L @ )| o) i
@ & 4
¢Or is he not informed with what is in the Scriptures of Miisa.

K ._«

&Y Ahmad 4:412. This Hadith has a deficiency in the chain of
narration.
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And of Ibrahim who fulfilled (or conveyed) all that (Allah
ordered him to do or convey): that no burdened person (with
sins) shall bear the burden (sins) of another. And that man can
have nothing but what he does. And that his deeds will be seen.
Then he will be recompensed with a full and the best
recompense. And that to your Lord is the End (Return of
everything) .» (53:36-42)

And so forth, until the end of these Aydat. Abu ‘Aliyah said,

“The story of this Sidrah is in the earlier Scriptures.”!! Ibn

Jarir preferred the view that the meaning of Allah’s statement,

€03 ¥

¢Verily, thisp is referring to His previous statement,

P R A Y R SR I R 8 -
@3

4Indeed whosoever purifies himself shall achieve success. And
remembers the Name of his Lord, and offers Salah. Rather you
prefer the life of this world. Although the Hereafler is better and
more lasting .»

Then Allah says,

€ &gy
¢Verily, thisp meaning, the content of this discussion,
EEurs i) e BIANT 24T Sy

&in the former Scriptures, the Scriptures of Ibrahim and
Miisa pl2

This view that he (At-Tabari) has chosen is good and strong.

Similar to it has been reported from Qatadah and Ibn Zayd.P!
And Allah knows best.

This is the end of the Tafsir of Siurat Al-Ala (Sabbih). All
praise and blessings are due to Allah, and He is the Giver of
success and protection from error.

1) At-Tabari 24 :376.
) At-Tabari 24:377.
Bl At-Tabari 24 :376.



