460 Tafsir Ibn Kathir

The Tafsir of Sirat Al-Hadid
(Chapter - 57)

Which was revealed in Al-Madinah

The Virtues of Surat Al-Hadid

Imam Ahmad recorded that ‘Irbad bin Sariyah said that the
Messenger of Allah ¢ used to recite Al-Musabbihat!! before he
went to sleep, saying,
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dn them there is an Ayah that is better than a thousand
Ayat s

Abu Dawud, At-Tirmidhi and An-Nasa’ collected this Hadith;
At-Tirmidhi said, “Hasan Gharib.”!

The Ayah referred to in this Hadith is - and Allah knows
best —
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¢He is Al-Awwal and Al-Akhir, Az-Zahir and Al-Batin. And
He is the All-Knower of everything . »(57:3)

Allah willing, we will again mention this subject. Upon Allah
we trust and our total reliance and dependence are on Him,
and sufficient He is to us as Supporter and Helper.

P A B

In the Name of Allah, the Most Gracious, the Most Merciful .

o Surahs, or chapters in the Qur’an that start by Tasbih (glorifying
Allah) ; refer to Sirahs 57, 59, 61,62, 64.

2! Ahmad 4:128. See the following note.
Bl Abu Dawud 5:304, Tuhfrt AlAhwadhi 8:238, 9:351. There is a
deficiency in the narration. It may be that the most correct

narration is that of Ad-Darimi no. 3424, and An-Nasa’i in Al-Kubré
no. 10551, which is Mursal.
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¢1. Whatever is in the heavens and the earth glonﬁes Allah -
and He is the Almighty, All-Wise.»

42. His is the kingdom of the heavens and the earth. It is He
Who gives life and causes death; and He is Able to do all
things.¥

43. He is Al-Awwal and Al-Akhir, Az-Zahir and Al-Batin.
And He is the All-Knower of everything .»

Everything that exists glorifies Allah and mentioning
some of His Attributes

In this Ayah, Allah states that everything that exists in the
heavens and earth praises and glorifies Him, including
creatures and plants. Allah said in another Ayah,
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¢The seven heavens and the earth and all that is therein, glorify
Him and there is not a thing but glorifies His praise. But you
understand not their glorification. Truly, He is Ever
Forbearing, Oft-Forgiving.p(17:44)

And His saying:
oA Ad

¢and He is the Almighty,% meaning the One to Whom all things
submit humility,

¢ a5y
<All-Wise.} in His creating, commanding and legislating,
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¢His is the kingdom of the heavens and the earth. It is He Who
gives life and causes death ;3

He is the absolute Owner of His creation, bringing life and
death and granting what He wills to whom He wills,
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éand He is Able to do all things.» whatever He wills, is, and
whatever He does not will, will never be. He said,
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€He is Al-Awwal and Al-Akhir, Az-Zahir and Al-Batin .3

This is the Ayah indicated in the Hadith of ‘Irbad bin Sariyah
that is better than a thousand Aydt. Abu Dawud recorded that
Abu Zamil said, “l mentioned to Ibn ‘Abbas that I felt
something in my heart. He said, ‘Doubts?’ and then laughed.
Next, he said, ‘No one can escape this. Allah the Exalted stated,
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450 if you are in doubt concerning that which We have revealed
to you, then ask those who are reading the Book before you.
Verily, the truth has come to you from your Lord.$(10:94)’

He then said to me, ‘When you feel any of this in your heart,
recite,
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¢He is Al-Awwal and Al-Akhir, Az-Zahir and Al-Batin. And
He is the All-Knower of everything.3™")

There are about ten and some odd number of different
sayings collected from the scholars of Tafsir regarding the
explanation of this Ayah. Al-Bukhari said, “Yahya said, ‘Az-
Zahir: knowing all things, Al-Batin: knowing all things.”?l

Our Shaykh Al-Hafiz Al-Mizzi said, “Yahya is Ibn Ziyad Al-
Farrad’, who authored a book entitled Ma‘ani Al-Qur’an.”

There are Hadiths mentioned about this. Among them, Imam
Ahmad recorded that Abu Hurayrah said that the Messenger
of Allah # would recite this supplication while going to bed,
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11 Abu Dawud 5:335.
12l Fath Al-Bari 13:374.
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«O Allah, Lord of the seven heavens and Lord of the
Magnificent Throne! Our Lord, and the Lord of everything,
Revealer of the Tawrah, the Injil and the Furqan, the Splitter of
the grain of corn and the date stone! 1 seek refuge with You
from the evil of everything whose forhead You have control
over. O Allah! You are Al-Awwal, nothing is before You; Al-
Akhir, nothing is after You; Az-Zahir, nothing is above You;
and Al-Batin, nothing is below You. Remove the burden of debt
from us and free us from poverty o'

Muslim recorded this Hadith via Sahl, who said, “Abu $alih
used to order us to lay on our right side when we were about
to sleep, and then say,
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«O Allah, Lord of the seven heavens and Lord of the
Magnificent Throne! Our Lord, and the Lord of everything,
Revealer of the Tawrah, the Injil and the Furgan, the Splitter of
the grain of corn and the date stone! I seek refuge with You
from the evil of everything whose forhead You have control
over. O Allah! You are Al-Awwal, nothing is before You; Al-
Akhir, nothing is after You; Az-Zahir, nothing is above You;
and Al-Bitin, nothing is below You. Remove the burden of debt
from us and free us from poverty.»

And he used to narrate that from Abu Hurayrah from the
Prophet .12l

(1 Ahmad 2:404.
2l Muslim 4 :2084.
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€4. He it is Who created the heavens and the earth in six Days
and then rose (Istawa) over the Throne. He knows what goes
into the earth and what comes forth from it, and what descends
from the heaven and what ascends thereto. And He is with you

wheresoever you may be. And Allah is the All-Seer of what you
do.%

45. His is the kingdom of the heavens and the earth. And to
Allah return all the matters.»

€6. He merges night into day, and merges day into night, and
He has full knowledge of whatsocver is in the breasts.p

Allah’s Knowledge, Power and Kingdom are Limitless

Allah the Exalted states that He created the heavens and
earth, and all that is between them, in six Days and then rose
over the Throne after He created them. We discussed this
before in the explanation of Surat Al-A‘rdf, so it is not
necessary to repeat the meaning here.!'! Allah’s statement,
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¢He knows what goes into the earthy, indicates His knowledge in
the amount of seeds and drops of water that enter inside the
earth’s surface,
el
¢and what comes forth from ity of plants, vegetation and fruits.
Allah the Exalted said in another Ayah,
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¢And with Him are the keys of all that is hidden, none knows

1 see volume four, the Tafsir of Surat Al-A‘raf (7 :54).
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them but He. And He knows whatever there is in the land and
in the sca; not a leaf falls, but He knows it. There is not a
grain in the darkness of the earth nor anything fresh or dry,
but is written in a Clear Record .${6:59)

Allah’s statement,
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¢and what descends from the heavend, pertains to rain, snow, hail
and whatever Allah decides descends from heaven of decisions
and commandments brought down by the honorable angels.
Allah’s statement,

€l 2 Wy
d¢and what ascends thereto.», refers to angels and deeds. In the
Sahih, there is a Hadith in which the Prophet i said,

‘ L.UlJ.sll.‘,J\ ) LQ.JIJ_,JﬂulJ.;..\Ju S

*To Him ascend the deeds of the night before the day falls and
the deeds of the day before the night falls »!'! Allah said,
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¢And He is with you wheresoever you may be. And Allah is
the All-Seer of what you do.»

meaning, He is watching over you and witnessing your deeds
wherever you may be, on land or at sea, during the night or
the day, at home or in open areas or deserts. All of that is the
same before His knowledge and all of it is under His sight and
hearing. He hears your speech and sees where you are. He
knows your secrets and your public statements,
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¢No doubt! They did fold up their breasts, that they may hide
from Him. Surely, even when they cover themselves with their
garments, He knows what they conceal and what they reveal.

Verily, He is the All-Knower of the (secrets) of the
breasts.$(11:5)

M Muslim 1:162.
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Allah the Exalted said,
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&It is the same (to Him) whether any of you conceals his speech
or declares it openly, whether he be hid by night or goes forth
freely by day .$(13:10)
Surely, there is no deity worthy of worship, except Allah. In
the Sahih, there is a Hadith in which the Messenger of Allah
s& answered Jibril, when he asked him about /hsan:

A1 6 35 5 3 5 i Bt w1 G

“To worship Allah as if you see Him, and even though you
cannot see Him, He surely sees you ']

Allah’s statement,
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¢His is the kingdom of the heavens and the earth. And to Alldh
return all the matters.»

asserts that Allah is the King and Owner of this life and the
Hereafter. Allah said in another Ayah,

3N, G 6 i
¢And truly, unto Us (belong) the last (Hereafter) and the first
(this world).$(92:13)

Surely, Allah is praised for this attribute, just as He said in
other Ayat,
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¢And He is Allah, La ilaha illa Huwa, all praise is His in the
first and in the last.$(28:70), and,
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{All the praise is Allah's, to Whom belongs all that is in the

heavens and all that is in the earth. His is all the praise in the
Hereafter, and He is the All-Wise, the All-Aware.$(34:1)

0 path Al-Bari 1:140.
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Allah owns everything that is in the heavens and earth, and
all their inhabitants are servants to Him and humble before
Him, just as He said,
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§There is none in the heavens and the earth but comes unto the

Most Gracious as a servant. Verily, He knows each one of

them, and has counted them a full counting. And every one of

them will come to Him alone on the Day of Resurrection.y

(19:93-95)

This is why Allah said here,

L SIS
éAnd to Allah return all the matters.p meaning that all matters
will be referred to Him on the Day of Resurrection and He will
judge His creation as He wills. Indeed, He is the Most Just,
Who never falls into injustice, not even the weight of a speck of
dust; if one performs even one good deed, Allah will multiply it

up to ten times,
£ 8 2 5d
dand gives from Him a great reward .$(4:40),
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¢And We shall set up Balances of justice on the Day of
Resurrection, then none will be dealt with unjustly in

anything. And if there be the weight of a mustard seed, We
will bring it. And sufficent are We to take account.$(21:47)

Allah’s statement,
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¢He merges night into day, and merges day into night,$

meaning, He does what He wills with His creatures. He
alternates the night and day and measures them by His
wisdom, as He wills. Sometimes, He makes the night longer
than the day, and sometimes the opposite. Sometimes, He
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47. Believe in Allah and His Messenger, and spend of that

whereof He has made you trustees. And such of you as belicve
and spend, theirs will be a great reward.»

£8. And what is the matter with you that you believe not in
Allah! While the Messenger invites you to believe in your Lord;
and He has indeed taken your covenant, if vou are real
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belicvers .¥

49. It is He Who sends down manifest Ayat to His servant that
He may bring you out from darkness into light. And verily,
Allah is to you full of kindness, Most Merciful.$

¢10. And what is the matter with you that you spend not in
the cause of Allah? And to Allah belongs the heritage of the
heavens and the earth. Not equal among you are those who
spent and fought before the conquering. Such are higher in
degree than those who spent and fought afterwards. But to all
Allah has promised the best. And Allah is All-Aware of what
you do.p

411. Who is he that will lend Alldh a handsome loan ; then He
will increase it manifold to his credit, and he will have a
honorable reward .»

Ordering Faith and encouraging spending

Alldh the Exalted and Blessed orders having perfect faith in
Him and in His Messenger, and that one should persist on
this path adhereing firmly to it. Allah encourages spending
from what He has made mankind trustees of, the wealth that
you - mankind - have, that He has lent you. This wealth was
in the hands of those before you and was later transferred to
you. Therefore, O mankind, spend as Allih commanded you
from the wealth that He entrusted to you for His obedience.
Otherwise, He will hold you accountable and punish you for
your ignoring what He ordained on you in this regard. Allah’s
statement,

dof that whercof He has made you trustees., indicates that you -
mankind - will surrender this wealth to someone else. In this
case, those who will inherit from you might obey Allah with
their wealth, and thus acquire more happiness than you on
account of what Allah has granted them. They might disobey
Allah, and in this case you will have helped them commit evil
and transgression.

Imam Ahmad recorded that ‘Abdullah bin Ash-Shikhkhir
said, “I came to Allah’s Messenger 3z as he was reciting and
saying,
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«¢abundance diverts you.y The Son of ‘Adam claims, "My
wealth, my wealth."” But is there anything belonging to you,
except that which you consumed, which you used, or which you
wore and then it became worn or you gave as charity and sent
it forward?»!!]
Muslim also collected with the addition:
18 8,65 Catlh LS S5 U3

«Other than that, you will go away from it and leave it behind
for other people 2

Allah’s statement,

¢And such of you as believe and spend, theirs will be a great
reward .¥

encourages having faith and spending in acts of obedience.
Alldh the Exalted said,
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¢And what is the matter with you that you believe not in

Allah! While the Messenger invites you to believe in your
Lord ;%

meaning, “what prevents you from believing, while the
Messenger is among you calling you to faith and bringing
forward clear proofs and evidences that affirm the truth of
what he brought you?”

And we have reported the Hadith through different routes in
the beginning of the explanation on the chapter on Faith in
Sahih Al-Bukhadri, wherein one day the Messenger of Allah
said to his Companions,

9 o) Sl el 5D

1] Abhmad 4:24.
2} Muslim 4:2273.

'''''
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tWho do you consider among the believers as having the most
amazing faith?»

They said, “The angels.” He said,
WSty Lo (23 00 ¥ ol U
tAnd what prevents them from believing when they are with
their Lord?»
They said, “Then the Prophets.” He said,
e I o505 D00 Y ey
tWhat prevents them from believing when the revelation comes
down to them?»
They said, “Then us.” He said,
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tWhat prevents you from believing, when I am amongst you?

Actually, the believers who have the most amazing faith, are

some people who will come after you; they will find pages that
they will believe in »!)

We mentioned a part of this Hadith when explaining Allah’s
statement in Sidrat Al-Bagarah,
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€who believe in the Ghayb (unseen).$(2:3) Allah’s statement,
K, 8 55p

¢and He has indeed taken your covenant,p is similar to another of
His statements,
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4¢And remember Allah's favor to you and His covenant with
which He bound you when you said: “We hear and we
obey."$(5:7),

which refers to giving the pledge of allegiance to the Prophet
##. Ibn Jamnr said that the covenant mentioned here, is that

U} ALMajma‘ 10:65.
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taken from mankind, when they were still in Adam’s loin. This
is also the opinion of Mujahid, and Allah knows best.l'! Allah
said,

€555 oi e & Gl 2P
€It is He Who sends down manifest Ayat to His servanty
clear proofs, unequivocal evidences and plain attestations,

€0 Gy 0 3 K22y
¢that He may bring you out from darkness into light.»

from the darkness of ignorance, disbelief and contradictory
statements to the light of guidance, certainty and faith,
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¢And verily, Allah is to you full of kindness, Most Merciful .p

by revealing the Divine Books and sending the Messengers to
guide mankind, eradicating doubts and removing confusion.
After Allah commanded mankind to first believe and spend, He
again encouraged them to acquire faith and stated that He has
removed all barriers between them and the acquisition of faith.
Allah again encouraged them to spend,
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¢And what is the matter with you that you spend not in the
cause of Allah? And to Allah belongs the heritage of the heavens
and the earth.®

means, spend and do not fear poverty or scarcity. Surely, He
in Whose cause you spent is the King and Owner of the
heavens and earth and has perfect control over their every
affair, including their treasuries. He is the Owner of the
Throne, with all the might that it contains, and He is the One
Who said,
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¢And whatsoever you spend of anything, He will replace it.
And He is the best of providers.$(34:39), and,

01 At-Tabari 23:172.
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fwhatever is with you, will be exhausted, and whatever is with
Allah will remain.¥(16:96)

Therefore, those who trust in and depend on Allah will spend,
and they will not fear poverty or destitution coming to them
from the Owner of the Throne. They know that Allah will
surely compensate them for whatever they spend.

The Virtues of spending and fighting before the
Conquest of Makkah

Allah’s statement,
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¢Not equal among you are those who spent before the
conquering and fought.$

meaning those who did not fight and spend before the
Conquest are not equal to those who spent and fought. Before
Makkah was conquered, things were difficult for Muslims and
only the righteous ones embraced Islam. After Makkah was
conquered, Islam spread tremendously throughout the known
world and people embraced the religion of Allah en masse.
Similarly He said:
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€Such are higher in degree than those who spent and fought
afterwards. But to all Allah has promised the best (reward).}

The majority considers the Conquest here to be the conquest
of Makkah. Ash-Shabi and several others said that the Ayah
refers to the treaty at Al-Hudaybiyyah.!!! There is proof for
this opinion found in a Hadith from Anas, collected by Imam
Ahmad. Anas said, “Khalid bin Al-Walid and ‘Abdur-Rahman
bin ‘Awf had a dispute. Khalid said to ‘Abdur-Rahman, ‘You
boast about days (battles) that you participated in before us.’
When the news of this statement reached the Prophet i he
said,

ool

1 At-Tabari 23:175.
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«Do not bother my Companions, for by He in Whose Hand is
my soul! If you spend an amount of gold equal to (Mount)

Uhud, (or equal to the mountains), you will not reach the level
of their actions »1!!

It is a known fact that Khalid bin Al-Walid, whom the Prophet
addressed this statement to, embraced Islam during the period
between the treaty of Al-Hudaybiyyah and the conquering of
Makkah. The dispute between Khilid and ‘Abdur-Rahman
occurred because of the battle of Bani Jadhimah. The Prophet
s sent Khalid bin Al-Walid to them after the conquest of
Makkah, and they said, “Saba’na,”? instead of saying,
“Aslamna” (we embraced Islam). So Khalid ordered their
execution and the execution of their prisoners (of war); ‘Abdur-
Rahman bin ‘Awf and ‘Abdullah bin ‘Umar opposed him. This
is the reason behind the dispute that occurred between Khalid
and ‘Abdur-Rahman. But in the Sahih, the Messenger of Allah
i said,
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tNone should revile my Companions, for by He in Whose
Hand is my soul! If one of you were to spend as much gold as

Uhud, it would not reach the level of them equal to an amount
as much as one Mudd®! of one of them or half of it »¥

Allah said,
€0 125 Sp
&But to all Allah has promised the best (reward).p

meaning, those who spent before and after the conquest of
Makkah; they all will gain a reward for their good deeds, even

1] Ahmad 3:266.

2l Meaning, “we are Sabians.” That was because they did not know
the name of the religion of Allah’s Messenger .

Bl A dry measurement of three handfuls.
14 Mustim 4:25.
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though some of them vary in rank and earn a better reward
than others as Allah said,
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€¢Not equal are those of the believers who sit (at home), except
those who are disabled, and those who strive hard and fight in
the cause of Allah with their wealth and their lives. Allah has
preferred in grades those who strive hard and fight with their
wealth and their lives above those who sit (at home). Unto each,
Allah has promised good, but Allah has preferred by a great
reward those who strive hard and fight, above those who sit (at
home) .3(4:95)

There is a Hadith in the Sahih that states,
G 8 5 ekt b1 G it 3L S5 i S8 sl

The strong believer is better and more beloved to Allah than
the weak believer; both have goodness in them ')

The Prophet £ ended his statement this way to draw attention
to the second type of believer, so that their own qualities are
not forgotten in the midst of preferring the former type. In this
way, the latter is not dismissed as being degraded in the
Hadith. Therefore, the Prophet # ended his statement by
praising the second type - the weak believers - after giving
preference to the first type. Allah said:

5k 5 ¢, G5
¢And Allah is All-Aware of what you do.»

meaning, since Allah is perfectly aware of all things, He made
distinctions between the rewards of the believers who spent
and fought before the Conquest and those who spent and
fought afterwards. Surely, Allah does this by His knowledge of
the intention of the former type and their perfect sincerity to
Him, all the while spending in times of hardship, poverty and
dire straits. This is found in the Hadith,

11 Muslim 4:2052.
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«Spending one Dirham is preceded over a hundred
thousand .»!)

There is no doubt that the people of faith consider Abu Bakr
As-8iddiq to be the person who has the best share according
to the meaning of this Ayah. He was the chief of those who
implemented it, among all followers of all Prophets. He spent
all of his wealth seeking the Face of Allah, the Exalted and
Most Honored. He did it voluntarily too, not to repay a debt or
a favor that anyone from mankind had on him. May Allah be
pleased with him.

The Encouragement to make a Handsome Loan in the
Cause of Allah

Allah said,
$5 55 A N3 A3
¢Who is he that will lend AllGh a handsome loan :3
‘Umar bin Al-Khattab said that this Ayah refers to spending in
Allah’s cause. It was also said that it pertains to spending on
children. What is correct is that it is more general than that.
So all those who spend in the cause of Allah with good
intentions and a sincere heart, then they fall under the

generality of this Ayah. This is why Allih the Exalted said in
another Ayah:

¢ G 2 GG AT B ol g L3

¢Who is he that will lend Allah handsome loan : then (Allah)

will increase it manifold to his credit (in repaying),»
and in another Ayah,

ST (i}
¢many timesp (2:245), meaning, being handsome reward and
tremendous provisions: Paradise on the Day of Resurrection.
Ibn Abi Hatim recorded that ‘Abdullah bin Mastd said,

“When this Ayah,

M An-Nasa’ 5:59.
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¢Who is he that will lend Allah handsome loan : then (Allah)
will increase it manifold to his credit (in repaying), ¥

was revealed, Abu Ad-Dahdah Al-Ansari said, ‘O Allah’s
Messenger! Does Allah ask us for a loan?’ The Prophet 3= said,

“’CL—L;-.:‘J‘ Uil; if...;jn
«Yes, O Abu Ad-Dahdah .»

He said, ‘Give me your hand, O Allah’s Messenger,” and the
Prophet placed his hand in his hand. Abu Ad-Dahdah said,
Verily, I have given my garden as a loan to my Lord.” He had
a garden that contained six hundred date trees; his wife and
children were living in that garden too. Abu Ad-Dahdah went
to his wife and called her, ‘Umm Ad-Dahdah!’ She said, ‘Here I
am.’ He said, ‘Leave the garden, because I have given it as a
loan to my Lord, the Exalted and Most Honored.” She said,
That is a successful trade, O Abu Ad-Dahdah!’ She then
transferred her goods and children. The Messenger of Allih 3=
said,

S Y R g 55 B L 1S

«How plentiful are the sweet date clusters that Abu Ad-Dahdah
has in ParadiseD”

In another narration, the Prophet i said,
i g (_‘-1;1“ oY 20 5 gt i I

tHow many a date tree that has lowered down its clusters,

which are full of pearls and gems in Paradise for Abu Ad-
Dahdah !
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[ This was recorded by Ibn Abi Hatim no. 2430, and At-Tabari in the
Tafsir of Stirat Al-Baqarah 2:245, and there is a witness for it with
Ahmad 3:146.



478 B , Tafstr Ibn Kathir

LAY e G T I e A esr e et [ 4 . e Sewiye
SG R RS g E S S i LA 4G e by i

'

i s

SR (P R O I A S BN TR (i Ce g g
. e T PRIV S SO N ST

L SR W Y R U o G < O A e Y U 1 SR

412. On the Day you shall sec the believing men and the

believing women - their light running forward before them and

in their right hands. Glad tidings for you this Day! Gardens

under which rivers flow (Paradise), to dwell therein forever!
Truly, this is the great success!s

€13. On the Day when the hypocrites men and women will say
to the believers: ““Wait for us! Let us get something from your
light!” It will be said: "“Go back to your rear! Then seek a
light!” So, a wall will be put up between them, with a gate
therein. Inside it will be mercy, and outside it will be
torment . %

¢14. (The hypocrites) will call the believers: '*Were we not with
you?"" The believers will reply: "Yes! But you led yourselves
into temptations, you looked forward to our destruction; and
you doubted, and you were deceived by false hopes, till the
command of Allah came to pass. And the deceiver deceived you
in regard to Allah."$

€15. So, this Day no ransom shall be taken from you, nor of
those who disbelieved. Your abode is the Fire. That is your
protector, and worst indeed is that destination .y

The Believers are awarded a Light on the Day of
Resurrection, according to Their Good Deeds

Allah the Exalted states that the believers who spend in
charity will come on the Day of Resurrection with their light
preceding them in the area of the Gathering, according to the
level of their good deeds. As reported from °‘Abduliah bin
Masqd:

el & X5 5P
¢their light running forward before themp, he said, “They will pass
over the Sirat according to their deeds. Some of them will have
a light as large as a mountain, some as a date tree, some as big
as a man in the standing position. The least among them has a



Sitrah 57. Al-Hadid (12-15) (Part-27) 479

light as big as his index finger, it is lit at times and
extinguished at other times.” Ibn Abi Hatim and Ibn Jarir
collected this Hadith.!"

Ad-Dahhak commented on the Ayah, “Everyone will be given
a light on the Day of Resurrection. When they arrive at the
Sirat, the light of the hypocrites will be extinguished. When the
believers see this, they will be concerned that their light also
will be extinguished, just as the light of the hypocrites was.
This is when the believers will invoke Allah, ‘O our Lord!
Perfect our light for us.”

Allah’s statement,

ity

dand in their right hands.» Ad-Dahhak said: “Their Books of
Records.”?! As Allah said:

L -, H o
'é‘:\,--“.:‘ ;‘-7~,é= L'é)‘ u-’)

¢So whosoever is given his record in his right hand.»(17:71)
Allah said,

G o 25 Ry
€Glad tidings for you this Day! Gardens under which rivers

flow,»

meaning, it will be said to them, “Receive glad tidings this
Day, of gardens beneath which rivers flow,

4to dwell therein forever!y, you will remain therein forever,”
¢ 2530 5300 3 dgp
¢Truly, this is the great success!$

The Condition of the Hypocrites on the Day of
Resurrection

Allah said,

5. RPT SEI z Looriee o8 oaze Ba. ..
€55 or o BT B0 by SR G0l 3% 5

'l At-Tabari 23:179.
121 At-Tabari 23:179.
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€On the Day when the hypocrites men and women will say to
the believers: "'Wait for us! Let us get something from your
light!"'

Allah informs us in this Ayah of the terrible horrors,
horrendous incidents and tremendous events that will take
place on the Day of Resurrection in the Gathering Area. No
one will be saved on that Day, except those who believed in
Allah and His Messenger, obeyed Allah’s commands and
avoided His prohibitions. Al-‘Awfi, Ad-Dahhak and others
reported from Ibn ‘Abbas: “When the people are gathering in
darkness, Allah will send light, and when the believers see the
light they will march towards it. This light will be their guide
from Alldh to Paradise. When the hypocrites see the believers
following the light, they will follow them. However, Allah will
extinguish the light for the hypocrites and they will say (to the
believers),

Y

£55 or 2 G
€Wait for us! Let us get something from your light.p
The believers will reply by saying,
4555 P
‘¢Go back to your rear!y to the dark area you were in, and look
for a light theret™!!]
Allah said,
ROIT 4% o Pl 1 4 200 200 L0 25 05
€S0, a wall will be put up between them, with a gate therein.
Inside it will be mercy, and outside it will be torment .y

Al-Hasan and Qatadah said that the wall mentioned here is
located between Paradise and Hellfire.”? ‘Abdur-Rahman bin
Zayd bin Aslam said that the wall mentioned in this Ayah is
the wall that Allah described in His statement,
¢Sz TP
¢And between them will be a (barrier) screen .$(7:46) 1

11 At-Tabari 23:182.
(2] At-Tabari 23:182, and Ibn Abi Shaybah 13:175.
B! At-Tabari 23:183.
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Similar was reported from Mujahid and others,!!! and it is
correct. Allah said,

€5 Al
¢Inside it will be mercy, meaning, Paradise and all that is in it,
QLT 4% o 2S5 P
¢and outside it will be torment.» meaning, the Hellfire, according
to Qatadah, Ibn Zayd and others.?
Allah said,
€5 K F ey

4(The hypocrites) will call the believers: ‘‘Were we not with

you?"'y
meaning, the hypocrites will call out to the believers saying,
“Were we not with you in the life of the world, attending
Friday prayers and congregational prayers? Did we not stand
with you on Mount ‘Arafah (during Hajj), participate in battle
by your side and perform all types of acts of worship with
you?”

¢4 iy
€The believers will reply: "Yes!..."p The believers will answer the
hypocrites by saying, “Yes, you were with us,

shos br up covs - .“ ctd

Sk atnzes ‘A s, Loty
eyt SS25 L5 Y (’<“" i S

¢But you led yourselves into temptations, you looked forward to
our destruction; and you doubted (in faith) and you were
deceived by false hopes,» ”

Qatadah said,

(;'-’5); »

dyou looked forward to destructionp, “Of the truth and its
people.”

¢25GP

(11 At-Tabari 23:182.
2l At-Tabari 23:184.
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dand you doubted,» that Resurrection occurs after death,
€L 355
dand you were deceived by false hopes,$ meaning: you said that

you will be forgiven your sins; or, they say it means: this life
deceived you;

gl A& &Y

¢till the command of Allah came to pass.p meaning: you remained
on this path until death came to you,

L STy
¢And the deceiver deceived you in regard to Allah.»

‘the deceiver’ being Shaytan.!'! Qatadah said, “They were
deceived by Ash-Shaytan. By Allah! They remained deceived
until Allah cast them into Hellfire.”?

The meaning here is that the believers will answer the
hypocrites by saying, “You were with us in bodies which were
heartless and devoid of intentions. You were cast in doubt and
suspicion. You were showing off for people and remembered
Allah, little.” Mujahid commented, “The hypocrites were with
the believers in this life, marrying from among each other, yet
betraying them even when they were associating with them.
They were dead. They will both be given a light on the Day of
Resurrection, but the light of the hypocrites will be
extinguished when they reach the wall; this is when the two
camps separate and part!"!

Allah’s statement,

o Kiip

¢Your abode is the Fire.y means, the Fire is your final destination
and to it will be your return for residence,

€55 b

¢That is your protector,p meaning, it is the worthy shelter for you

1 At-Tabari 23:185.
(2} At-Tabari 23:185.
(3 At-Tabari 23:184.
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416. Has not the time
yet come for the believers
that their hearts should
be humble for the re-
membrance of Allah?
And that which has been
revealed of the truth, lest

—glo

they become as those who received the Scripture before, and the term
was prolonged for them and so their hearts were hardened? And many

of them were rebellious.p

¢17. Know that Allah gives life to the earth after its death! Indeed We
have made clear the Ayat to you, if you but understand .»

Encouraging Khushi‘

and the Prohibition of imitating

the People of the Scriptures

Allah asks, ‘Has not the time come for the believers to feel
humility in their hearts by the remembrance of Allah and
hearing subtle advice and the recitation of the Qur’an, so that
they may comprehend the Qur’an, abide by it, and hear and

obey?’

Muslim recorded that ‘Abdullah bin Mastd said, “Only four
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years separated our acceptance of Islam and the revelation of
this Ayah, in which Allah subtly admonished us,

€5 oy 5 e G &

¢Has not the time yet come for the believers that their hearts
should be humble for the remembrance of Allah?%”

This is the narration Muslim collected, just before the end of
his book.!"! An-Nasa’i also collected this Hadith in the Tafsir
of this Ayah.l? Allah’s statement,

sl ST ANT L O 53 o ST G S UK 43

¢Lest they become as those who received the Scripture before,
and the term was prolonged for them and so their hearts were
hardened?®

Allah is prohibiting the believers from imitating those who
were given the Scriptures before them, the Jews and
Christians. As time passed, they changed the Book of Allah
that they had, and sold it for a small, miserable price. They
also abandoned Allih’s Book behind their back and were
impressed and consumed by various opinions and false creeds.
They imitated the way others behaved with the religion of
Allah, making their rabbis and priests into gods beside Allah.
Consequently, their hearts became hard and they would not
accept advice; their hearts did not feel humbled by Allah’s
promises or threats,

¢And many of them were rebellious.p meaning, in action;
therefore, their hearts are corrupt and their actions are invalid,
just as Allah the Exalted said,

€y 1758 G W 1255 Lap s
4So, because of their breach of their covenant, We cursed them
and made their hearts grow hard. They changed the words from
their (right) places and have abandoned a good part of the

1] Muslim 4:2319.
[2) An-Nasa’l in Al-Kubra 6:481.

Ao
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Message that was sent to them .$(5:13)

meaning, their hearts became corrupt and they hardened, and
they acquired the behavior of changing Allah’s Speech from
their appropriate places and meanings. They abandoned acts
of worship that they were commanded to perform and
committed what they were prohibited to do. This is why Allah
forbade the believers from imitating them in any way, be it
basic or detailed matters.

Allah the Exalted said,
€Wos KU oo§T K& 5 Gy A ST A A B iz

¢Know that Allah gives life to the earth after its death! Indeed
We have made clear the Ayat to you, if you but understand .p

This Aydh indicates that He brings subtleness to hearts after
they have become hard, guides the confused after they were
led astray, and relieves hardships after they have intensified.
And just as Allah brings life back to the dead and dry earth by
sending the needed abundant rain, He also guides the
hardened hearts with the proofs and evidences of the Qur’an.
The light (of faith) would have access to the hearts once again,
after they were closed and, as a consequence, no guidance was
able to reach them. All praise is due to Him Who guides
whomever He wills after they were misguided, Who misguides
those who were led aright before. Surely, it is He Who does what
He wills and He is the All-Wise, the Most Just in all that He does,
the Most Subtle, the Most Aware, the Most High, the Proud.
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¢18. Verily, those who give Sadagat, men and women, and
lend Allah handsome loan, it shall be increased manifold (to
their credit), and theirs shall be an honorable good reward .»

€19. And those who believe'in Allah and His Messengers. they
are the Siddigin (true believers) and the martyrs with their
Lord. They shall have their reward and their light. But those
who disbelieve and deny Our Ayat - they shall be the dwellers
of the blazing Fire.p
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Reward for the Charitable, the True Believers and the
Martyrs; and the Destination of the Disbelievers

Allah the Exalted describes the reward that He will award to
those who spend from their wealth, whether male or female,
on the needy, the poor and the meek,

€2 2 G Y

¢and lend Allah handsome loan,$ meaning, they give in charity
with a good heart seeking the pleasure of Allah. They do not
seek worldly rewards or appreciation from those to whom they
give in charity. Allah’s statement,

€8 aEy

&it shall be increased manifold,$ indicating that He will multiply
the good deeds from tenfold, up to seven hundredfold and even
more than that,

L SR Pir
¢and theirs shall be an honorable good reward.p theirs will be a

generous, handsome reward, a good dwelling to return to and
an honorable final destination. Alldh’s statement,

€haa A AE a2 B L 306y
¢And those who believe in Allah and His Messengers - they are
the Siddigiiny
This completes His description of those who have faith in Him
and in His Messengers, by describing them as Siddigtin, true
believers. Al-‘Awfi reported from Ibn ‘Abbas about

€ohia o dEh .z L Ve 006
€And those who believe in Allah and His Messengers - they are
the Siddigiiny
that its meaning does not continue to the next Ayah,

b
" ,‘2 ted

€355 A 1Y ¢ B WEHG
&and the martyrs (are) with their Lord. They shall have their
reward and their light p!")

1l At-Tabari 23:191.

=
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Abu Ad-Duha (stopped after he) recited,
€hisf 5 aE

¢they are the Siddiginy, then initiated recitation:
o5 Lo LAY
dand the martyrs (are) with their Lord 1"
Masriq, Ad-Dahhak, Mugqgatil bin Hayyan and others said
similarly.
Al-A‘mash narrated from Abu Ad-Duha from Masruq from
‘Abdullah bin Mas‘d commented on Allah’s statement,

s e WHG Shiat B A5
&they are the Siddigiin, and the martyrs with their Lord .

”

“They are of three categories,” meaning there are those who
spend in charity, the Siddigun and the martyrs. Allah the
Exalted said,

S
€And whoso obey Allah and the Messenger, then they will be
in the company of those on whom Allah has bestowed His
grace, of the Prophets, the Siddigin, the martyrs, and the
righteous.$(4:69)

Therefore, Allah made a distinction between the Siddigin and
the martyrs, indicating that they are of two distinct categories,
so there is no doubt that Siddig is a better status than the
martyr. Imam Malik bin Anas recorded in his Muwatta’ that
Abu Sa‘id Al-Khudri said that the Messenger of Allah 3 said,

S S8 b30E S gy e ol QAT SyeEd & gl

e G S oo g g S s o
«The people of Paradise will look at the dwellers of the lofty
mansions as one looks at a brilliant star far away in the east or

in the west on the horizon, because of their superiority over one
another .»

(11 At-Tabari 23:191.
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On that the people said, “O Allah’s Messenger! Are these lofty
mansions for the Prophets whom none else can reach?” The
Prophet # replied,
1500 13355 B4 1T 06 G A Gl ol
«No! By Him in Whose Hand is my soul! these are for men
who believe in Allah and believe in the Messengers. »

Al-Bukhari and Muslim also collected this Hadith.!!)
Allah’s statement,

o5 S G
¢and the martyrs with their Lord . means that they will be in the
gardens of Paradise, as recorded in the Sahih:
I T P T S 1 sew gl egeef ®
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«The souls of the martyrs live in the bodies of green birds, who
fly wherever they wish in Paradise and then return to their
nests in chandeliers. Once your Lord cast a glance at them and
said, ‘Do you want anything?"’ They said, ''We wish that You
return us to the life of the world, so that we may fight in Your
cause and be killed as we were killed the first time." Allah said,
“I have decreed that they shall not be returned to it again.' %)

Allah’s statement,
L &gyl
€They shall have their reward and their light.$, means that Allah
will grant them a generous reward and a tremendous light that
will precede before them. In this, the believers vary regarding
the level of reward they receive, according to their good actions
in the life of this world.

Imam Ahmad recorded that ‘Umar bin Al-Khattdb said that
he heard the Messenger of Alldh # say,

Ol Fath Al-Bari 6:368, Muslim 4:2177.
2l Muslim 3:1502.
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"There are four ranks of martyrs. The first is a man who
believes and who is true in faith, who meets the enemy (in
battle), fulfills his duty to Allah and is killed. This is the type
that the people will look up to (his level in Paradise), like this.»

The Prophet # raised his head until his cap fell off his head,
and the same happened to ‘Umar. The Prophet i continued,
e~ R JOATRE SR R G Y
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«The second is a believer who meets the enemy and is struck by
a stray arrow which causes him to die. This believer is in the
second grade. The third is a believer who has combined good
deeds with evil deeds; he meets the enemy and is truthful to his
duty to Allah until he is killed. This is the third category. And
the fourth is a believer who has committed sins excessively, so
he meets the enemy and is truthful to his duty to Allah, and is
killed. This is the fourth category !

‘Ali bin Al-Madini also reported this Hadith and said, “This
Egyptian chain is Salih useful.”? At-Tirmidhi said, “Hasan
Gharib.”3 Allah’s statement,

Gl 2 A T Bl WK iy

¢But those who disbelieve and deny Our Ayat - they shall be
the dwellers of the blazing Fire.y

11 Ahmad 1:23.
2 qai Al-Hadith 1:349.

I Tuhfat AlAhwadhi 5:274. The statement of ‘Ali bin Al-Madini is
\f regarding which chain is preferred. Most of the scholars consider
this Hadith to be weak.
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mentions the destination and the condition of the miserable
ones, after Allah mentioned the destination and rewards of the
happy ones.
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€20. Know that the life of this world is only play and
amusement, pomp and mutual boasting among you, and rivalry
in respect of wealth and children. (It is) like a rain (Ghayth),
thereof the growth is pleasing to the tiller; afterwards it dries
up and you see it turning yellow; then it becomes straw. But
in the Hereafter (there is) a severe torment, and (there is)
forgiveness from Allah and (His) pleasure. And the life of this
world is only a deceiving enjoyment .p

421. Race with one another in hastening towards forgiveness
from your Lord, and Paradise the width whereof is as the width
of the heaven and the earth, prepared for those who believe in
Allah and His Messengers. That is the grace of Allah which He
bestows on whom He is pleased with. And Alldh is the Owner
of great bounty .

This Life of this World is Fleeting Enjoyment

Allih the Exalted degrades the significance of this life and
belittles it by saying,
GG AT 5 5 K S T 5 £ G T O
&that the life of this world is only play and amusement, pomp
and mutual boasting among you, and rivalry in respect of
wealth and children.%

meaning, this is the significance of this life to its people, just
as He said in another Ayah,
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&Beautified for men is the love of things they covet; women,
children, much of gold and silver (wealth), branded beautiful
horses, cattle and well-tilled land. This is the pleasure of the
present world's life; but Allih has the excellent return with
Him . $(3:14)

Allah the Exalted also sets a parable for this life, declaring

that its joys are fading and its delights are perishable, saying
that life is,

»
[ !’.'5
é%ﬂ:’ ’, ;’

4Like a rain (Ghayth),p which is the rain that comes down to
mankind, after they had felt despair. Allih the Exalted said in
another Ayah,

| NN S N P et

¢And He it is Who sends down the Ghayth (rain) after they
have despaired.3(42:28)

Allah’s statement,
A0 & ety

&thereof the growth is pleasing to the tiller;$ meaning that farmers
admire the vegetation that grows in the aftermath of rain. And
just as farmers admire vegetation, the disbelievers admire this
life; they are the most eager to acquire the traits of life, and life
is most dear to them,

- 'y A e, 42 .o
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dafterwards it dries up and you see it turning yellow; then it
becomes straw.p

meaning, that vegetation soon turns yellow in color, after being
fresh and green. After that, the green fades away and becomes
scattered pieces of dust. This is the parable of this worldly life,
it starts young, then matures and then turns old and feeble.
This is also the parable of mankind in this life; they are young
and strong in the beginning. In this stage of life, they look
youthful and handsome. Slowly, they begin growing older,
their mannerism changes and their strength weakens. They
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then grow old and feeble; moving becomes difficult for them,
while doing easy things becomes beyond their ability. Allah the
Exalted said,

S oo b4 '3 tor 2A 778

U-.boy.‘\.-:uod» a_,&uw.\»gc‘)»ﬂuwuarcnﬁdjiﬁi)

a2 S g T
¢Allah is He Who created you in (a state of) weakness, then
gave you strength after weakness, then after strength gave (you)
weakness and grey hair. He creates what He wills. And He is
the All-Knowing, the All-Powerful .»(30:54)

This parable indicates the near demise of this life and the
imminent end of it, while in contrast, the Hereafter is surely
coming. Those who hear this parable should, therefore, be
aware of the significance of the Hereafter and feel eagerness in
the goodness that it contains,

o530 ) G 5 6 B 0 55 B B0 B i g
4But in the Hereafter (there is) a severe torment, and (there is)

forgiveness from Allah and (His) pleasure. And the life of this
world is only a deceiving enjoyment.$

meaning, surely, the Hereafter that will certainly come
contains two things either severe punishment or forgiveness
from Allah and His good pleasure.

Allah the Exalted said,

IR A e ol At

¢And the life of this world is only a deceiving enjoyment.p

meaning, this life is only a form of enjoyment that deceives those
who incline to it. Surely, those who recline to this life will admire
it and feel that it is dear to them, so much so, that they might
think that this is the only life, no life or dwelling after it. Yet, in
reality, this life is insignificant as compared to the Hereafter.

Imam Ahmad recorded that ‘Abdullah said that the
Messenger of Allah % said,

0l B 5015 (S 952 e nSusl o)) St 2
«Paradise is nearer to any of you than the strap on his shoe,
and so is the (Hell) Fire »!

(1] Ahmad 1:387.

i
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Al-Bukhari collected this Hadith through the narration of Ath-
Thawri!'! This Hadith indicates the close proximity of both
good and evil in relation to mankind. If this is the case, then
this is the reason Allah the Exalted encouraged mankind to
rush to perform acts of righteousness and obedience and to
avoid the prohibitions. By doing so, their sins and errors will
be forgiven and they will acquire rewards and an exalted
status. Allah the Exalted said,

k12 Tt P ebe s B L s 4 teb L
L 5 e ER R S RV AR R
¢Race with one another in hastening towards forgiveness from

your Lord, and Paradise the width whereof is as the width of
the heaven and the earth,®

Allah the Exalted said in another Ayah,
€l S SV Sanl QAT 5555 gl o 3l ) s
¢And march forth in the way (to) forgiveness from your Lord,
and for Paradise as wide as the heavens and the earth, prepared
for those who have Taqwa.»(3:133)

Allah said here,
crpt A A R I T B S T A T O Z ez4
N L R R A R L STy M o A A £

€58

'

&prepared for those who believe in Allih and His Messengers.
That is the grace of Allah which He bestows on whom He is
pleased with. And Allah is the Owner of great bounty .3

meaning, “This, that Allah has qualified them for, is all a part
of His favor, bounty and compassion.” We mentioned a Hadith
collected in the Sahih in which the poor emigrants said to the
Messenger #, “O Allah’s Messenger! The wealthy people will
get higher grades and permanent enjoyment.” He asked,

CH15 Ly

tWhy is that?» They said, “They pray like us and fast as we do.
However, they give in charity, whereas we cannot do that, and
that free servants, whereas we cannot afford it.” The Prophet s
said,

M Fath Al-Bari 11:328.
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«Shall I tell you of a
good deed that, if you
acted upon, you would
catch up with those who
have surpassed you?
none would overtake you
and be better than you,
except those who might
do the same. Say, "‘Glor-
ious is Allah,” “Allah is
Most Great,”” and
"“Praise be to Allah,"”
thirty three times each
after every prayer.»
They later came back
and said, “Our

wealthy brethren heard what we did and they started doing

the same.” Allah’s Messenger # said,
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«This is the favor of Allah that He gives to whom He wills .ol
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€22. No calamity occurs in the earth nor in yourselves but it is

(1 Muslim 1:416.
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inscribed in the Book of Decrees before We bring it into
existence. Verily, that is easy for Allah.»

€23. In order that you may not grieve at the things over that
you fail to get, nor rejoice over that which has been given to
you. And Allah likes not prideful boasters.p

€24. Those who are misers and enjoin miserliness upon people.
And whosoever turns away, then Allah is Rich, Worthy of all
praise.

Everything that affects Mankind, is duly measured and
destined

Allah reminds of His measuring and deciding the destiny of all
things before He created the creation,

A 9 ¥ BV G sk o 0 T
¢No calamity occurs on the earth nor in yourselvesy meaning, ‘there
is nothing that touches you or happens in existence,’

Sotz % e . .
O J )5 o i g ID

¢but it is inscribed in the Book of Decrees before We bring it
into existence .

meaning, ‘before We created the creation and started life.’
Qataddah commented on this Ayah,

€V G sk o 2 TP
¢No calamity occurs on the earth refers to famine, while,

L O 2
<or nor in yourselvesy refers to suffering and diseases.” He also
said, “We were told that every person who suffers a prick of a
thorn, a twisted ankle, or a bleeding vein, has it occur on
account of his sins. What Allah forgives is even more.”!!

This great, honorable Ayah provides clear evidence to the
misguidance of the cursed Qadariyyah sect, who deny Allah’s
Preordaihnent and His knowledge of everything before it
occurs.

Imam Ahmad recorded that ‘Abdullah bin ‘Amr bin Al-‘As

1) At-Tabari 23:196.
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said, “I heard the Messenger of Allah & say,
o Uit ety 080 wtpatn ik BT 33 5t e 530

tAllah ordained the measures (of everything) fifty thousand
years before He created the heavens and the earth.n"']

Muslim collected this Hadith in his Sahih with the addition:
|5l;j| uj.ﬁ :.‘5:.3 »:’lg;l’
1And His Throne was over the water.*

At-Tirmidhi also collected it and said, “Hasan Sahih.”? Allah’s
statement,

2 & Je B iy
¢Verily, that is easy for Allah.» means that He knows all things
before they occur, and He records them exactly as they will
occur when they occur, and this is easy for Him. Verily, Allah
knows what happened, what will happen and what did not
happen, and what shape and form it will take if it were to
happen.

Ordering Patience and Gratitude
Allah said,

o Ty 1 ) 6 ¢ g 5 Sy

¢In order that you may not grieve at the things over that you
fail to get, nor rejoice over that which has been given to you.»

meaning, ‘We informed you of Our encompassing knowledge,
recording all things before they occur and creating all things
in due measure known to Us, so that you may know that
what has met you would never have missed you and what has
missed you would never have met you. Therefore, do not grieve
for what you have missed of fortune, because had it been
destined for you, you would have achieved it.’ (It is also
recited:)

3

GSE L 52E VY

1l Ahmad 2:169.
2] Muslim 4 :2044, Tuhfat Al-Ahwadhi 6:370.

L
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(nor rejoice over that which came to you)
meaning, come to you. According to the recitation,

LIS
it means 4which has been given to you.y Both meanings are
related.

Allah says here, ‘do not boast before people about what Allah
has favored you with, because it is not you who earned it by
your efforts. Rather, all this came your way because Allah
destined them for you and provided them for you as
provisions. Therefore, do not use what Allah has granted you
as a reason to boast and become arrogant with others.” Allah’s
statement,

€55 Je2 ¥ 290G
§And Allah likes not prideful boasters.y meaning, who acts
arrogantly with other people. Tkrimah commented by saying,
“Everyone of us feels happiness and grief. However, make your
joy with gratitude and endure your grief with patience.”!!
Censuring the Stinginess
Allah the Exalted then said,

€030 oo sl sle &8

§Those who are misers and enjoin miserliness upon people.y meaning
those who commit evil and encourage people to commit it,

¢35 5
§And whosoever turns away,y from abiding by Allah’s
commandments and obeying Him,
€50 0 55 4 5
éthen Allah is Rich, Worthy of all praise.y As Musa, peace be
upon him, said,
A S A s ol g s BERS o
&If you disbelieve, you and all on earth together, then verily,
Allah is Rich, Owner of all praise.y(14:8)

i1l At-Tabari 23:198.
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€25. Indeed We have sent Our Messengers with clear proofs,
and revealed with them the Scripture and the Mizan that
mankind may keep up justice. And We brought forth iron
wherein is mighty power, as well as many benefits for mankind,
that Allah may test who it is that will help Him (His religion)

and His Messengers in the unseen. Verih , Allah is Powerful,
Almighty.$

The Prophets were given Miracles and Sent with truth
and Justice

Allah the Exalted said next,
Qg......lfv;’."l; G ez G
¢Indeed We have sent Our Messengers with clear proofs
in reference to the miracles, the unequivocal evidences and the
plain proofs,
,ITRE A B SE,
és—‘-@' eyl Jb}

dand revealed with them the Scripturep which contains the true
text,

\ TP
¢and the Mizan}, that is, Justice, according to Mujahid, Qatadah
and others.'! This Ayah refers to the truth that is attested to
by the sound, straight minds that oppose misguided opinions
and ideas, just as Allah said in other Ayat,

.z - e s

€5 0 U 5 i K5 § oF )

€Can they (Muslims) who rely on a clear proof from their Lord,
and whom a witness from Him follows it (be equal with the
disbelievers).$(11:17),

€ S0 S5 g i sy

1) At-Tabari 23:200.

L



Siirah 57. Al-Hadid (25) (Part-27) 499

§Allah's Fitra (religion) with which He has created mankind.p
(30:30), and,

€100 5 G T
§And the heaven: He has raised it high, and He has set up the
Mizin .$(55:7)
This is why Allah said here,
3o 20 1y

&that mankind may keep up justicey, truth and fairness that is
found in the obedience of the Messengers, in all that they
conveyed from their Lord, and following all they commanded.

Surely, what the Prophets brought forth is the truth, beyond
which there is no truth, just as Allah said,

i 6o, 5 2% 5
§And the Word of your Lord has been fulfilled in truth and in
justice $(6:115),

His Word is true in what it conveys, and just in all its orders
and prohibitions. This is why the believers say, when they take
up their rooms in Paradise and assume their high grades and
lined thrones,

., ... . o, .u";. P R A R N 2, < pgn 7
§310 65 3 SR AT 6% U Y el &6 Gy el olf 4 2y

Al praise is due to Allah, Who has guided us to this, and
never could we have found guidance, were it not that Allah had
guided us! Indeed, the Messengers of our Lord did come with
the truth.p(7:43)

The Benefits of Iron
Allah said,
€5 58 43 2ATEGY
¢And We brought forth iron wherein is mighty power,$

meaning, ‘We made iron a deterrent for those who refuse the
truth and oppose it after the proof has been established
against them.’

Allah’s Messenger #; remained in Makkah for thirteen years.
During that time, the revelation continued being sent to him,
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containing arguments against the idolators and explaining
Tawhid with detail and proofs. When the evidence was
established against those who defied the Messenger #, Allah
decreed the Hijrah. Then He ordered the believers to fight the
disbelievers using swords, using them to strike the necks and
foreheads of those who opposed, rejected and denied the
Qur’an. Imam Ahmad and Abu Dawud recorded that ‘Abdullah
bin ‘Umar said that the Messenger of Allah # said,

Aoy 325 BBV U B e gk 5 ey 2
(3% &5 55 @il G e ol saan, B gt ) p a

ul',_g_’_f 3_;;
I was sent with the sword just before the Hour so that Allah
be worshipped alone without partners. My provision was placed
under the shadow of my spear, and those who defy my order
were disgraced and humiliated, and he who imitates a people is
one of them o1l

This is why Allah the Exalted said,
€35 20 oy

&wherein is mighty power,y in reference to weapons, such as
swords, spears, daggers, arrows, shields, and so forth,
€ i)

€as well as many benefits for mankind,} meaning, in their
livelihood, such as using it to make coins, hammers, axes, saws
chisels, shovels and various tools that people use for tilting the
land, sowing, cooking, making dough and manufacturing other
objects necessary for their livelihood. Allah’s statement,

€L % 1 5 T
&that Allah may test who it is that will help Him (His religion)
and His Messengers in the unseen.y

meaning, whose intention by carrying weapons is the defense
of Allah (His religion) and His Messenger,

s Zae
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M Ahmad 2:50, Abu Dawud 4:314.

-



Siarah 57. Al-Hadid (26-27) (Part-27) 501

s ot copaed \ ¢Verily,  Allih s
/\fg (PR O SAIGZASE Powevﬁtl, Alnghty_.)
’ s ~ .,  ||meaning, surely, Allah
ZValy [lis Powerful, Almighty,
BTy T T LET At A and He gives victory to
Appinaioe 4”‘(' = “’:UA&’ TR those who give victory
[N e P RO S S SR LIS 14 . .
E:é_‘,gl )Ljal;l.» ] ) jé&:;j&‘a\sb},‘:}s\i and mdllto Him. How-
&:,{ srit% 2 oriadit e ivt . oroo. || €VET, Allah does not
%—G‘“m*e’&.Aﬁ-f—‘—“-“J o3 A1leg)33Udeey | heed mankind’s help,
L Gl O vz 4 foear BT - .y =
r—f’.)'—h""l";“"f!(‘ @ PRI ”i\:é:) but He ordered th-ad
L rLs e P o BZes sa to test people with
JmetYAZ0N S 5070 ) Samliiass L, |l each other.

”~
~ i1y AL Xz e L, s P AT
AR ,.«/'_-14 o JINTIN N 2N e oy bir . 2. .
L ailey'sno ‘L-':*.‘Yl,»-a;.lcwb Wgeunsl || 25 50 LS5 g

ie - e
P S P T B R [ i T L Lo s s B o Hee2 27
Sl It e Gtase || (5SS R e
22 ATIE A K1 - %2
=

Z PO A B P S T < -3 4 ammeld oz
SUEAGNCEE0ASENS, | & & ¢ Busd

PARP L a1l P be P+ “ 4/"_’
453 S L Zall G )

he2d

z -
S rrrrErs Lty )"i

#
Eln)gdryaslyogms

s, % e w2 ot b os FUR ¥ I - et K%
W CESIn S C IEA FA C R

s i
Nt P4
y Aer 22 Pt prrYs

Lor DlT gy T BAEL :’/i) e, v - - F 4 1 ) i

A5 5 20 505255 45,2505 || ¢ 2Y o me Y

e %e 2 Pryy

?”Yﬂ’ L L LA A X2 4i - s B .T :_;;..'.‘ ../-)‘“ q_)_;.u d Lilas- -
SNyl ooy elsole b Vel Ja ' e

oot 8 £ Pl
v ets C L;) _‘ ey rerr Keers E
%

FJ,{.\\&}ZB\)";&BT ierash a0 S Zall

Slayy amyy 40

- ,
U N Bt I A
= 3 - g

‘,';/.i se 3o oo T grere 74

Bor A 4 epe. BT sos 2 Z2 e 8o e e
§EAS 35 &5 AR n LA G GG e, G5 GiES Gl o35

426. And indeed, We sent Nith and lbrahim, and placed in
their offspring prophethood and Scripture. And among them
there are some who are guided; but many of them are
rebellious.»

§27. Then, We sent after them Our Messengers, and We sent
‘Isd the son of Maryam, and gave him the Injil. And We
ordained in the hearts of those who followed him, compassion
and mercy. But the monasticism which they invented for
themselves, We did not prescribe for them, but (they sought it)
only to please Allah therewith, but that they did not observe it
with the right observance. So, We gave those among them who
believed, their (due) reward; but many of them are rebellious .
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Many of the Nations of the Prophets were Rebellious

Allah the Exalted states that since He sent Nah, peace be
upon him, all the Prophets and Messengers He sent after that
were from his offspring. All the revealed Divine Books and all
the Messengers that received revelation after Ibrahim, Alldh's
Khalil, peace be upon him, were from Ibrahim’s offspring,
Allah the Exalted said in another Ayah:

€053 B0 5 o dsy
¢and placed in their offspring prophethood and Scripture.$
[29:27)
The last among the Prophets of the Children of Israel was Isa,
son of Mary, who prophecied the good news of the coming of

Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon them both. Allah
the Exalted said,

- .32 23
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€Then, We sent after them Our Messengers, and We sent 'Isa

the son of Maryam, and gave him the Injil .3

refering to the Injil that Alldh revealed to him,
B D g vy
¢And We ordained in the hearts of those who followed him,p
i.e., the disciples,

L SR
¢compassionp and tenderness,
¢y
dand mercy.p toward the creatures. Allah’s statement,
L (St S
¢But the monasticism which they invented for themselves,»
refers to the monasticism that the Christian nation invented,

€l X 0P
¢We did not prescribe for themy

‘We - Allah - did not ordain it for them, but they chose it on
their own.’

-
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There are two opinions about the meaning of,
&l g5, T N

gonly to please Alldh therewith,d The first is that they wanted to
please Allah by inventing monasticism. Said bin Jubayr and
Qatadah said this.!!! The second meaning is: “We did not
ordain them to practice that but, rather, We ordained them
only to seek what pleases Allah.” Alldh’s statement,

&

€, & G G

<

¢but that they did not observe it with the right observance.

meaning, they did not abide by what they ordered themselves
to do. This Ayah criticizes them in two ways: first, they
invented in things in their religion, things which Allah did not
legislate for them. The second is that they did not fulfill the
requirements of what they themselves invented and which they
claimed was a means of drawing near to Allah, the Exalted
and Most Honored.

Ibn Jarir and Abu ‘Abdur-Rahméan An-Nasa’l - and this is
his wording - recorded that Ibn ‘Abbas said, “There were kings
after Tsa who changed the Tawrdh and the Injil when there
were still believers who recited Tawrah and the Injil. Their
kings were told, ‘We were never confronted by more severe
criticism and abuse than of these people.’ - they recite the
Ayah,

oSS 5 dgk 6 I @ K S o

¢And whosoever does not judge by what Allah has revealed,
such are the disbelievers.»(5:44),

as well as, they accuse us of short comings in our actions,
while still they recite. Therefore, summon them and let them
recite these Aydat our way and believe in them our way.’ The
king summoned them and gathered them and threatened them
with death if they did not revert from reciting the original
Tawrah and Injil to using the corrupted version only. They
said, ‘Why do you want us to do that, let us be.”’ Some of them
said, ‘Build a narrow elevated tower for us and let us ascend

(1] At-Tabari 23:203.
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it, and then give us the means to elevate food and drink to us.
This way, you will save yourselves from hearing us.’ Another
group among them said, Let us go about in the land and eat
and drink like beasts do, and if you find us in your own land,
then kill us.” Another group among them said, ‘Build homes
(monasteries) for us in the deserts and secluded areas, where
we can dig wells and plant vegetables. Then, we will not refute
you and will not even pass by you.’ These groups said this,
even though they all had supporters among their tribes. It is
about this that Allih the Exalted and Most Honored sent down
this Ayah,
8, 35 Wik B 5 g5, AT ) 2o R 0 By
€But the monasticism which they invented for themselves, We
did not prescribe for them, but (they sought it) only to please

Allah therewith, but that they did not observe it with the right
observance.p ™

Imam Ahmad recorded that Anas bin Malik said that the
Prophet # said,

355 3 0 gt 0 3G 891,08 B0 05 o R
“Every Prophet has Rahbaniyyah (monasticism); Jihad in the
cause of Allah, the Exalted and Most Honored, is the
Rahbaniyyah of this Ummah .»

Al-Hafiz Abu Ya‘la collected this Hadith and in this
narration, the Prophet i said,

e g 3G a8 s s af ke
“Every Ummah has Rahbaniyyah; Jihad in the cause of Allah is
the Rahbaniyyah of this Ummah 112l
Iméam Ahmad recorded that Abu Sa‘id Al-Khudri said that a
man came to him and asked him for advice, and Abu Sa‘d
said that he asked the same of Allah’s Messenger #. Abu Sa‘d
said, “So, I advise you to adhere by the Taqwa of Allah,

because it is the chief of all matters. Fulfill the .obligation of
Jihad, because it is the Rahbaniyyah of Islam. Take care of

') At-Tabari 23:203, An-Nasa’ 8:231 .
(2 Ahmad 3:266. Abu Ya'la no. 4204. See the following note.

1
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remembering Allah and reciting the Qur'an, because it is your
closeness (or status) in the heavens and your good fame on
earth.” Only Imam Ahmad collected this Hadith.!"

S8 .a £ Py ez ore P o» .otE s za ¢ aze +s P11 ,:‘,
0y pEm) JiES alm e K BSGE A BN A DT R G0 Gl

AN sS4, 7 .. > , Aes

4 40 2 . % s e b eg - A i, z w2z ’}/ Lers z Ae
s B a0l I S JaF 5 38 el Bk A BT S e 528

£ s s S0 yrae s 2 ecre 2%, Vg vz,
VPN AR A VN R

€28. O you who believe! Have Taqwa of Allah, and believe in
His Messenger, He will give you a double portion of His
mercy, and He will give you a light by which you shall walk
(straight). And He will forgive you. And Allah is Oft-
Forgiving, Most Merciful .»

€29. So that the People of the Scriptures may know that they
have no power whatsoever over the grace of Allah, and that
(His) grace is in His Hand to bestow it on whomsoever He
wills. And Allah is the Owner of great bounty.»

The Believers of the People of the Scriptures will earn
Double their Rewards

Earlier we mentioned a Hadith that An-Nasal collected from
Ibn ‘Abbas that this Ayah is about the People of the Scriptures
who believe in Islam, and that they will earn double their
reward if they do so. There is an Ayah in Sirat Al-Qasas to
support this meaning.? Also, there is a Hadith from Ash-
Shabi from Abu Burdah from his father from Abu Musa Al-
Ash‘ari that the Messenger of Allah # said,

DB T G5 T s gl 5 385 i 1R By B9
bt ol 3255 ol 6w 355 i 52 ol A0 I

940 B g3 Gl gt
«Three will get their reward twice. A believer from the People
of the Scriptures who has been a true believer in his Prophet

!} Ahmad 3:82. These narrations are weak, Al-Albani graded the
narration of Abu Sa‘id Hasan in support of the meaning. See of the
above Hadiths in As-Sahihah no. 555.

2l gee Surat Al-Qasas 28 :52-54
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and then believes in me, will get a double reward. A slave who
Sulfills Allah's rights and obligations as well as the duties of his
master, will get a double reward. A person who has a slave-girl
and he educales her properly and teaches her good manners
properly (without violence) and then manumits and marries her,
will get a double reward .»

This Hadith is recorded in the Two Sahihs.!!! Ad-Dahhak,
‘Utbah bin Abi Hakim and others agreed with Ibn ‘Abbas in
this, and Ibn Jarir preferred it.12

Allah the Exalted said in another Ayah,

R
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€O you who believe! If you have Taqwa of Allah, He will grant

you a criterion, and will expiate for you your sins, and forgive

you; and Allah is Owner of the great bounty.»(8:29)
Said bin ‘Abdul-‘Aziz said, Umar bin Al-Khattdb asked a
Jewish rabbi, ‘What is the maximum a reward would be
increased for you?’ He replied, ‘A Kifl (portion) which is about
three hundred and fifty good merits.” So ‘Umar said, ‘Praise be
to Alldh who gave us two Kifls.’ Then Said mentioned Allah’s
saying:
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¢He will give you a double portion of His mercy,
Sa‘id said, “And the two Kifls on Friday are similar to that.”
This was recorded by Ibn Jarir.®!

This view has support from the Hadith that Imam Ahmad
recorded from ‘Abdulldh bin ‘Umar that the Messenger of Allah
3% said, .
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) Fath Al-Bari 1:229, Muslim 1:134.
2 At-Tabari 23:208, 210.
B} At-Tabari 23:210.
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«The parable of you and the Jews and Christians is that of a
person who employed some laborers and asked them, *'Who will
work for me from the Dawn prayer until midday for one Qirat
(a special weight of gold) each?” So, the Jews worked. The
person asked, “Who will do the work for me from the Zuhr
prayer to the time of the ‘Asr prayer for one Qirat each?" So,
the Christians worked. Then the person asked, ‘Who will do
the work for me from ‘Asr prayer until sunset for two Qirat
each?”" You are those who did this work. The Jews and the
Christians got angry and said, “We did more work, but got less
wages.” Allah said, “Have I been unjust to you with your
reward?"”’ They said, "'No." So, Allah said, "‘Then it is My
grace which I bestow on whomever I will. it

Al-Bukhari collected this Hadith.!!
Al-Bukhari recorded that Abu Misa said that the Prophet
said,
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\; (11 Ahmad 2:6, 111.
12| Fath Al-Bari 4:521 and 6:571.
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«The parable of the Muslims, Jews and Christians is that of a
man who employed laborers to work for him from morning until
night for a known wage. So, they worked until midday and
said, ‘We are not in need of the wages that you promised and
our work was in vain.' So, the man said, ‘Do not quit now,
complete the rest of the work and yours will be the full wage I
have fixed for it." However, they refused and quit, and he had
to hire another batch of workers. He said (to the second batch),
‘Complete the work for the rest of the day and I will give you
the same wage I promised the first batch.’ So, they worked until
the time of the ‘Asr prayer and said, 'Whatever we have done is
in vain and we forfeit the wages you promised us.' He said to
them, ‘Complete your day's work, for only a small part of the
day remains.’ However, they refused, and he employed another
batch to work for the rest of the day, and they worked until
sunset and received the wages of the two former batches. This is
an example of them (i.e., the Jews and Christians) and of those
who accepted this light (i.e., Islam).» Al-Bukhari was alone
in recording it.!"!
Allah the Exalted said;

€S0 that the People of the Scriptures may know that they have
no power whatsoever over the grace of Allah,

meaning, so that they become sure that they cannot prevent
what Allah gives, or give what Allah prevents,
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¢and that (His) grace is (entirely) in His Hand to bestow it on
whomsoever He wills. And Allah is the Ouwner of great
bounty .»

This is the end of the Tafsir of Strat Al-Hadid, all praise is
due to Alldh, and all favors come from Him.

1 Fath Al-Bari 4:523.



