~4

Sitrah 50. Qaf (Part-26) 215

The Tafsir of Surah Qaf
(Chapter - 50)

Which was revealed in Makkah

The Beginning of the Mufassall!! Section of the Qur’an

This Sarah is the first Strah in the Mufassal section of the
Qur’'an, according to the correct view. It is said that the
Mufassal starts with Surat Al-Hujurat. Some common people
say that the Mufassal starts with Strah ‘Amma An-Naba,
(chapter 78}, however, this is not true because none of the
respected scholars ever supported this opinion.

Aws (bin Hudhayfah) said; “I asked the Companions of
Allah’s Messenger (i) how they divided the Qur’an. They said;
‘Three, five, seven, nine, eleven, thirteen, and the Mufassal
section as one.’ ”

This was recorded by Ibn Majah and Imam Ahmad.!?!

If one counts forty-eight Siurahs, the next Surah will be
Surah Qaf. The details are as follows: The [first] three Sirahs
are Al-Bagarah (chapter 2), Al Imrén (3), then An-Nisa’ (4). The
five are Al-Ma’idah (5), Al-An‘am (6), Al-A‘raf (7), Al-Anfal (8)
and Bard’eh (or At-Tawbah) (9). The seven next Sirahs are
Surah Yunus (10), Huad (11), Yusuf (12), Ar-Ra‘d (13), Ibrahim
(14), Al-Hijr (15) and An-Nahl (16). The nine next Surahs are,
Subhan (or Al-sra’ (17)), Al-Kahf (18), Maryam (19), Ta Ha
(20), Al-Anbiya’ (21), Al-Hajj (22), Al-Mu‘minin (23), An-Nir (24)
and Al-Furgan (25). The next eleven Sirahs are Sturat Ash-
Shu‘ara (26), An-Naml (27), Al-Qasds (28), Al-‘Ankabit (29), Ar-
Ram (30), Lugman (31), Alif Lam Mim As-Sajdah (32), Al-Ahzab
(33), Saba’ (34), Fatir (35) and Ya Sin (36). The next thirteen
are Surat As-Saffat (37), Sad (38), Az-Zumar (39), Ghafir (40),

1) Mufassal refers here to the short Surdhs. This starts from Stirah
Qaf to the end of the Qur’an.

2l Abu Dawud 2:114, Ibn Majah 1:427 and Ahmad 4:9. This is part
of a weak Hadith which was removed.
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Ha Mim As-Sajdah (or Fussilat) (41), Ash-Shara (42), Az-
Zukhruf (43), Ad-Dukhan (44), Al-Jdthiyah (45), Al-Ahqaf (46),
Al-Qital (or Muhammad) (47), Al-Fath (48) and Al-Hujurdt (49).

After that comes the Mufassal section, according to the
Companions, may Allah be pleased with them all.

Therefore, Strah Qaf (chapter 50) is the first of the Mufassal,
just as we stated, and all praise is due to Allah and all favors
are from Him.

The Virtues of Sarah Qdaf

Imam Ahmad recorded that ‘Umar bin Al-Khattab asked Abu
Wagqid Al-Laythi, “What did the Prophet i recite during the 7d
Prayer?” Abu Wagqid said, “Sturah Qaf and Surat Igtarabat [i.e.
Surat Al-Qamar (54)).” Muslim and the Four Collectors of the
Sunan collected this Hadith.!"!

Imam Ahmad recorded that Umm Hisham bint Harithah
said, “For around two years, or a year and a part of another
year, our oven and the oven of the Prophet # was one and the
same. | memorized Sirah,

L SERIV RAC N

€Qaf. By the Glorious Qur'an.p from the tongue of the Messenger
of Allah # who used to recite it every Friday while standing on
the Minbar delivering the Friday sermon to the people.”?
Muslim collected this Hadith.!

Abu Dawud also recorded that the daughter of Al-Harith bin
An-Nu‘man said, “I only memorized Sirah Qdf from the mouth
of the Messenger of Allah % who used to recite it in every
Friday Khutbah. Our oven and the oven of the Messenger i
was one and the same.”*! Muslim and An-Nas&’T collected this
Hadith.®

Therefore, the Messenger of Allah % used to recite this
Surah during large gatherings such as the 7ds and during

1 Ahmad 5:217, Muslim 2:607, Abu Dawud 1:683, Tuhfat Al-
Ahwadhi, An-Nasa'l in Al-Kubrd 3:79, 3:183 and Ibn Majah 1:408.

(2] Ahmad 6:435.

Bl Muslim 2:595.

1 Abu Dawud 1:660.

15! Muslim 2:595, An-Nasa’ in Al-Kubra 3:107.
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¢1. Qaf. By the Glorious Qur'an.$

Friday sermons. He
did so because this
Sudrah contains news
of the beginning of
creation, Resurrec-
tion, the Return,
Standing (before
Allah), the Reckoning,
Paradise, the Fire,
Allah’s reward and
punishment, lessons
of encouragement,
and lessons of
discouragement. Allah
knows best.

L—.‘Jﬁ \_j:’ﬁ ,fﬂf —~—
In the Name of Alldh,

the Most Gracious, the
Most Merciful.
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¢2. Nay, they wonder that there has come to them a warner
from among themselves. So the disbelievers say: “'This is a

strange thing!"'p

43. “When we are dead and have become dust. (Shall we be

resurrected?) That is a far return."'y

¢4. We know that which the earth takes of them, and with Us

is a Book preserved .

¢5. Nay, but they have denied the truth when it has come to

them, so they are in a Marij state.y
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$5¥
£Qdaf.» which is one of the letters of the alphabet that are
mentioned in the beginning of some Surahs, such as,

€
¢Sad .p (38:1)
P
¢Niin.p (68:1)
€310
4Alif Lam Mim.» (2:1),

Her
¢Ha Mim.y (40:1), and

Lo

¢Ta Sinp (28:1) and etc., Mujahid and several others said this.
We also discussed this in the beginning of the explanation of
Surat Al-Bagarah, and therefore, it is not necessary to repeat it
here.

The Disbelievers wonder at the Message and
Resurrection

Allah said,
ol SUILP

¢By the Glorious Qur'an.y means by the Honorable and Great
Qur’'an, which,
ene et
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¢Falsehood cannot come to it from before it or behind it : (it is)
sent down by the All-Wise, Worthy of all praise.$(41:42)

The subject of the oath contained in this Ayah is specified
afterwards, even though it does not appear by word,
emphasizing prophethood, resurrection and affirming that they
are true. There are similar kinds of oaths in the Qur’an, whose
subject is included in the meaning but not by word, such as,

|-
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€065 2 3 K B § 550 s 05 5
45ad. By the Qur'an full of reminding. Nay, those who
disbelieve are in false pride and opposition.»(38:1-2) Allah
said here,

AP
¢Qaf. By the Glorious Qur'an. Nay, they wonder that there

has come to them a warner from among themselves. So the
disbelievers say : "'This is a strange thing!"'y

They wondered at the wisdom behind sending a Messenger
who is a human being. Allah the Exalted and Most Honored
said in another Ayah

€ Lt 3 s gt By B s Ll 1y

¢Is it a wonder for mankind that We hnave sent Our revelation

to a man from among themselves (saying): “Warn mankind."$

(10:2),
meaning, this is not strange, for Allah chooses Messengers
from angels and humans.

Allah the Exalted and Most Honored mentioned that the

disbelievers also wondered about the Resurrection and
discounted its coming,

L2 L.
Biawm B G EH

¢When we are dead and have become dust. That is a far

return.»
They said, ‘after we die, disintegrate, with our organs torn
apart and we become dust, how can we be brought back to
our original shape and bodies,’

€ @

¢That is a far return.p ‘it is not likely that it will ever occur.’
They thought that Resurrection was far from happening and
will never occur. Allah the Exalted responded to their statement
by saying,
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€We know that which the earth takes of them.» meaning, We know
what the earth consumes of their dead bodies.” Where and how
the bodies disintegrated, what they turned into and how they
have become, all of this is never absent from Allah’s knowledge.

€5 5 ish

dand with Us is a Book preserved,p ‘that keeps all records.
Therefore, Our knowledge is encompassing and the Book of
decrees has everything precisely recorded in it. Al-‘Awfi narrated
that ‘Abdullah bin ‘Abbas commented on the statement of Allah
the Exalted,

$he o ses ez

o NT S g S
¢We know that which the earth takes of them,$

“It refers to what the earth consumes of their flesh, skin,
bones and hair.”!! A similar view was recorded from Mujahid,
Qatadah, Ad-Dahhak and several others.?! Allah, the Exalted
and Most Honored, explained the reason behind their disbelief,
rebellion and discounting the possibility of what is truly
possible,

¢Nay, but they have denied the truth when it has come to

them, so they are in a Marij state.p

This is the state of all those who defy the Truth: whatever they
say and utter after denying the Truth, is utterly false. Marij
means, in disarray, in a confused state and defying the
characteristics of the Truth. Allah the Exalted said in another
Ayah,

¢Certainly, you have different ideas. Turned aside therefrom is

he who is turned aside.$(51:8-9)
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(11 At-Tabari 22:328.
12l At-Tabari 22:329.



Sitrah 50. Qaf (6-11) (Part-26) ) 221

Pt e eegie. T ere . z. A T I PP
i B SN CE PR SO QO QPR A i 7t i Al

46. Have they not looked at the heaven above them, how We
have made it and adorned it, and there are no Furiij in it?%

¢7. And the earth! We have spread it out, and set thereon
Rawasi standing firm, and We planted in it every lovely (Bahij)
pair.»

€8. An insight and a Reminder for every servant who turns to
Allah in repentance.$

€9. And We send down blessed water (rain) from the sky, then
We produce therewith Jannat and grain that are reaped.y

410. And date palms Basigat, with arranged clusters.y

¢11. A provision for the servants. And We give life therewith
to a dead land. Thus will be the Resurrection .y

Allah’s Power and Ability over what is Greater than
Resurrection

Allah the Exalted notifies the servants of His infinite power,
which He demonstrated by creating what is bigger than that
which they wondered about and whose possibility they
discount,

€05 G SE G5 1 gy D Gy
¢Have they not looked at the heaven above them, how We have
made it and adorned it,» with lamps;
¢air o QL3P
¢and there are no Furiyj in it?» i.e., clefts, according to
Muja"i,hid.[ll Others said that Furij means, rifts, or cracks. All

these meanings are close to one another. Allah the Exalted and
Most Honored said,

A VPR KA St PLEN IR . vz ‘?, P Z
o2 85 Ja Sl g o on N GE g 65 BB o500 22 GE AP
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(11 At-Tabari 22:332.




222 Tafsir Ibn Kathir

4Who has created the seven heavens one above another; you can
see no fault in the creation of the Most Gracious. Then look
again : "*Can you see any rifts?"' Then look again and yet again,
your sight will return to you in a state of humiliation and worn
out.¥ (67:2-4)

fatigued, unable to discover any imperfection or shortcomings.
The statement of Allah the Exalted, the Blessed,

4GET S5
$And the earth! We have spread it out,y means, ‘We made it
spacious and spread it out,’
o s CEGY
gand set thereon Rawdsi standing firm.» which are the mountains
to save the earth from shaking along with its inhabitants,
$pt g5 K 02 G EXP
$and We planted in it every lovely (Bahij) pair.»
every kind and species of plant, fruit and vegetation,
¢And of everything We have created pairs that you may
reflect.$(51:49)

Allah’s saying ‘Bahy’, meaning a beautiful scene,

&An insight and a Reminder for every servant who turns to
Allah in repentance.

Allah says that observing the creation of the heavens and
earth and all the great things that He has placed in them
provides insight, proof and a lesson for every penitent servant
who submits in humbleness and repentance to Allah feeling
fear, in awe of Him. Allah the Exalted said,

Sped s megis o Stz
§€ci T JEN G O

§And We send down blessed water from the sky,$ meaning
beneficial,

€55y CED
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gthen We produce therewith Jannaty, means special and public
parks, gardens, etc.

$aadl 225

¢and grain that are reaped$ grains that are harvested for food and
for storage for later use,

€l JAGH

4And date palms Basigat,» meaning, tall and high, according to
the explanation reported from Ibn ‘Abbas, Mujahid, Tkrimah,
Al-Hasan, Qatadah and As-Suddi.!!! Allah said,

€L O
{with arrranged clusters.$ producing fruits arranged in clusters,
&0 6

Mamcre-d

4A provision for (Allah's) servants.p for (Allah’s) creation,
05 1 656D

¢And We give life therewith to a dead land.p this is the land that
was barren. However, when rain falls upon it, it is stirred to
life; it swells and produces all of the lovely pairs such as flowers
and the like ~ amazing on account of their beauty. All of this
comes into existence after the land was without greenery, yet it
was stirred back to life and became green. Indeed, this should
provide proof of Resurrection after death and disintegration;
thus Allah resurrects the dead. This sign of Allah’s ability that
is seen and witnessed is greater than the denial of those who
discount the possibility of Resurrection. Allah the Exalted and
Most Honored said in other Ayat,

€ GE & St NG ol 5GP

€The creation of the heavens and the earth is indeed greater
than the creation of mankind ;% (40:57),

PRtd
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1l At-Tabari 22:335.
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4Do they not see that Allah, Who created the heavens and the
earth, and was not wearied by their creation, is able to give life
to the dead? Yes, He surely is Able to do all things.$(46:33)
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¢And among His signs (is this), that you see the earth barren;
but when We send down water to it, it is stirred to life and
growth. Verily, He Who gives it life, surely is able to give life
to the dead. Indeed He is Able to do all things.$(41:39)
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€12. Denied before them the people of Nith, and the Dwellers of
Rass, and Thamiid, )

413. And 'Ad, and Fir'awn, and the brethren of Liit,$

¢14. And the Dwellers of Al-Aykah, and the people of Tubba'.
Everyone of them denied (their) Messengers, so My threat took

effect.¥

415. Were We then tired with the first creation? Nay, they are
in confused doubt about a new creation.p

Reminding the Quraysh of the Destruction of earlier
Disbelieving Nations

Allah the Exalted warns the disbelievers of Quraysh and
reminds them of the punishment and painful torment that He
sent in this life on their likes, who disbelieved before them.
For instance, Allah the Exalted punished the people of Nah by
drowning them in the encompassing flood that touched all the
people of earth. There is also the end that struck the people of
Ar-Rass, and we mentioned their story before in Sirat Al-
Furgan,!!

(11 gee volume seven, the Tafsir of Siarat Al-Furqan (25:38).
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¢...and Thamad, and 'Ad, and Fir'awn, and the brethren of
Lit,»

the people of Sadum (Sodom) and the surrounding areas, to
whom Lut was sent. Allah the Exalted shook the earth
beneath them and turned their area into a reeking lake, as
stinking as the disbelief, tyranny and defiance of the Truth
that they had,

T by
¢And the Dwellers of Al-Aykahy, they are the nation of Shu‘ayb,
peace be upon him,

¢ ¥
¢and the people of Tubba'p, King of Yemen; we explained his story
in the Tafsir of Surat Ad-Dukhan,''! and therefore, we do not
need to repeat it here. All praise is due to Allah.

€5 5% B
¢Everyone of them denied (their) Messengers,$ means, all of these
nations and their generations belied their respective Messenger,

and whoever denies even one Messenger, is as if he has denied
all Messengers. Allah the Exalted and Most Honored said,

€N ¢ 3 EX
¢The people of Nith denied the Messengers.$(26:105)

even though only one Messenger was sent to them, and
indeed, if all the Messengers were sent to them, they would
have disbelieved in them as well. Alldh said,

€z 2P

¢so My threat took effect.y meaning, the promise of torment and
punishment that Allah delivered to them on account of their
denial took effect. Therefore, all those who fear suffering the
same end should be warned, especially since the latter have
denied their Messenger, just as the former denied their Messen-
ger.

1 see volume eight, the Tafsir of Surat Ad-Dukhadn [44 :37].
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Repeating the Creation is Easier than originating It
Allah the Exalted said,

5T gL 65T
¢Were We then tired with the first creation? p

meaning, ‘did starting the creation bring fatigue to Us, so as to
cause doubt in them that repeating the creation was not
possible?’

i GE 55 T 5 5 5
€Nay, they are in confused doubt about a new creation.p

meaning, ‘starting the creation did not tire Us, and repeating it
is even easier.’ Allah the Exalted and Most Honored said,

€8 L8 5 RS B A B off
€And He it is Who originates the creation, then He will repeat
it; and this is easier for Him.$(30:27), and,

R AR 7§ SO A7 YIS A RTINS A
i LE g K 3 55 B LG
¢And he puts forth for Us a parable, and forgets his own
creation. He says: “'Who will give life to these bones after they
are rotten and have become dust?” Say: “He will give life to

them Who created them for the first time! And He is the All-
Knower of every creation!'$(36:78-79)

We mentioned earlier a Hadith collected in the Sahih,

GO 55 8 i 5 100 6 G e U e O
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“Allah the Exalted said, “'Son of ‘Adam insults Me when he

says, 'He will not resurrect me as He created me before!' But

surely, originating creation is not easier for Me than

reproducing it again." 1!l
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1 Fath Al-Bari 8:611.
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416. And indeed We have created man, and We know what his
self whispers to him. And We are nearer to him ‘han his
jugular vein.p

€17. (Remember) that the two receivers (recording angels)
receive (each human being), one sitting on the righ* and one on
the left.»

€18. Not a word dues he (or shz) utter but there is a watcher
by him ready (to record it).}

419. And the stupor of death will come in truth: "This is what
you have been avoiding!"'$

€20. And the Trumpet will be blown - that will be the Day of
the threat.d

€21. And every person will come forth along with a Si'iq and a
Shahid .$

€22. (It will be said to the sinners): “Indeed you were heedless
of this. Now We have removed from you, your covering, and
sharp is your sight this Day!"'p

Allah encompasses and watches all of Man’s Activity

Allah the Exalted affirms His absolute dominance over
mankind, being their Creator and the Knower of everything
about them. Allah the Exalted has complete knowledge of all
thoughts that cross the mind of man, be they good or evil. In
the Sahih, the Messenger of Allah & said,

.2
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«Verily, Allah the Exalted has forgiven my Ummah (Muslims)
for what they talk (think) to themselves about, as long as they
do not utter or implement it »!'}

The statement of Allah the Exalted,

AP

'l Most of the scholars do not hold the same view as Ibn Kathir
regarding the usage of “We”.
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€¢And We are nearer to him than his jugular vein.y

means, His angels are nearer to man than his jugular vein.
Those who explained ‘We’ in the Ayah to mean ‘Our
knowledge,” have done so to avoid falling into the idea of
incarnation or indwelling; but these two creeds are false
according to the consensus of Muslims. Allah is praised and
glorified, He is far hallowed beyond what they ascribe to Him.
The words of this Ayah do not need this explanation (that ‘We’
refers to ‘Allah’s knowledge’), for Alldh did not say, ‘and I am
closer to him than his jugular vein.’ Rather, He said,

Gl o2 o 4 S5 D

¢And We are nearer to him than his jugular vein.p just as He said
in the case of dying persons,

o Y S5 K o) S 5y
¢But We are nearer to him than you, but you see not.p
(56:85),

in reference to His angels (who take the souls). Allah the
Exalted the Blessed said,

ogkd Al ZWEE 224
¢Verily, We, it is We Who have sent down the Dhikr and
surely, We will guard it.» (15:9)

Therefore, the angels brought down the revelation, the Qur’an,
by the leave of Allah, the Exalted, the Most Honored. Thus,
the angels are closer to man than his own jugular vein, by the
power and leave of Allah.!"! Consequently, the angel touches
mankind, just as the devil touches them, for the devil is as
close to them as the blood that runs in their veins; just as
Allah’s Prophet #, who is truthful and was told the truth, told
us. Allah’s statement here,

4T G 3

¢(Remember) that the two receivers receive,d in reference to the two
angels who receive and record the deeds of mankind.

e

() Fath Al-Bari 11:557.
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done sitting on the right and one on the left.» means ready to
note,

¢hit ¢

¢whatever he uttersy, in reference to the human,
€45 =¥
¢of a wordy, means any word that he or she speaks,
2 5 20Ny

¢but there is a watcher by him ready.» means, but there is a
scribe whose job is to record it, leaving no word or movement
unrecorded. Allah the Exalted said,

€ SR hE U ikl KK B3y
4But verily, over you (are appointed angels) to watch you,

Kiraman (honorable) Katibin writing down (your deeds), they
know all that you do.$ (82:10-12)

Therefore, the scribe records every word that is spoken,
according to the explanation of Al-Hasan and Qatadah.!!l This
is also the apparent meaning of this Ayah.

Imam Ahmad recorded that Bilal bin Al-Harith Al-Muzani
said, “The Messenger of Alldh # said,

S LA G A O B u G o5, 5 sy & g By
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tVerily, a man might utter a word that pleases Allah the
Exalted, unaware of how highly it will be regarded, and on its
account Allah the Exalted and Most Honored decrees His
pleasure of him until the Day he meets Him. A man might
indeed utter a word that angers Allah the Exalted, unaware of

how dreadful it will be and on its account Allah the Exalted
decrees for him His anger until the Day he meets Him .»”

11 At-Tabari 22:345.
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‘Algamah used to say, “How many words did I not utter
because of the Hadith that Bilil bin Al-Harith narrated.”!! At-
Tirmidhi, An-Nasa’i and Ibn Miajah collected this Hadith. At-
Tirmidhi said, “Hasan Sahih.”?! Theie is a Hadith similar t~
this in the Sahih.

Reminding Mankind of the Stupor of Death, the Blast of
the Trumpet and the Day of Gathering

Alldh the Exalted and Most High said,
AR RS gt s O

¢And the stupor of death will come in truth: ““This is what you
have been avoiding!"'y

Allah the Exalted and Most Honored says, ‘O mankind! This is
the stupor of death that has come in truth; now, I have
brought forth to you the certainty that you were disputing,’

€2k K easy

€This is what you have been avoiding!y, means, ‘this is the end
that you were trying to escape; it has come to you!l Therefore,
you will have neither a shelter nor a refuge nor a sanctuary nor
an asylum from it.’

In the Sahih, the Prophet #% said, while wiping sweat from
his face when the stupor of death overcame him,

08 o3all By 1 s
«Glory be to Allah! Verily, death has its stupor 2!
The Ayah,
€2 L X o akd
¢This is what you have been avoiding!y has two possible
meanings. One of them is this: ‘what you have been trying to
avert, escape and flee from has come to you and resided in your

home!’ The second meaning is, ‘you had no way of escaping or
averting this end.’ At-Tabarani collected a Hadith in Al-Mufjam

11 Ahmad 3:469.

2l Tuhfat Al-Ahwadhi 6:610, Tuhfat Al-Ashraf 2:555 and Ibn Majah
2:1312.

Bl Fath Al-Bari 11:369.
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Al-Kabi'"! from Samurah who said that the Messenger of Alldh
3% said,
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«The parable of whoever tries to avoid death is that of a fox that
had a debt to pay to the earth. The fox went away and when he
became tired and the time to sleep overtook him, he entered his
den. The earth said to him, ‘O fox! Pay my debt!" The fox went
out howling and continued until his neck was cutoff, (i.e.,) he
died .»
This parable indicates that just as the fox had no way of
escaping or avoiding the earth, likewise, man has no way of
avoiding death.
Allah the Exalted the Blessed said,

S A R A
¢And the Trumpet will be blown - that will be the Day of the
threat.p
Earlier we discussed the information about the blowing of the
Trumpet, the fear that follows it, the death of everything and
then resurrection, all this will occur on the Day of

Resurrection.”?! We also mentioned that the Messenger of
Allah # said in a Hadith,

o 535 ST SR s s O3 LB 8 o3 L T ik
tHow can 1 feel comfort while the angel responsible for the
Trumpet has placed the Trumpet to his mouth and lowered his
forehead awaiting when he will be commanded (by Allah to blow
init)?»
They said, “O Allah’s Messenger, what should we say?” He iz
said,

el S5 Bl s 1, s

f At-Tabarani 7:222. This narration is Mawgqif, i.e., it is correct
from the Companion only.

I?I' see volume six, the Tafsir of Sitrah Ta Ha (20:102).
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Say, “Allah is sufficient for us, and He is the best disposer of
affairs .01l
The Companions repeated this invocation, saying, “Allah is
sufficient for us, and He is the best disposer of affairs (for
us).” Allah said,

AR ORA YA et

€And every person will come forth along with a Sa'iq and a

Shahid .3
meaning, an angel to drive him to the gathering place and an
angel to bear witness against him with regards to his deeds.
This is the apparent meaning of this honorable Ayah and it is
the meaning that Ibn Jarir preferred.”” It was narrated from
Yahya bin Rafi‘, the freed servant of Thaqif, that he heard
‘Uthmaéan bin ‘Affan, may Allah be pleased with him, giving a
speech in which he recited this Ayah,

[ Cad

M o B e .- 2
L SR Ay gt et

¢And every person will come forth along with a Sa'iq and a
Shahid .3

and then said, “A Sa’ig to drive every person to Allah the Exalted,
and a Shahid to witness against him what he has done.”*!
The statement of Allah the Exalted,

€L oF 555G A2 GG i 5 i g I8 S

¢Indeed you were heedless of this. Now We have removed from
you, your covering, and sharp is your sight this Day!}

is directed at humanity. Allah said,
¢Indeed you were heedless of this., of this Day,
¢Now We have removed from you, your covering, and sharp is
your sight this Day!y

M Tunfat Al-Ahwadhi 7:117.
(2 At-Tabari 22:347.
3] At-Tabari 22:347.
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clear and strong.’
Everyone, including
the disbelievers, will
have clear sight on
the Day of Resurrec-
tion. However, having
sight will not be
helpful to the dis-
believers on that Day,
for Allah the Exalted
said,

- e
e Be ser o

€U5C 5 S op é"‘)’

¢How clearly will they
(disbelievers) see and
hear, the Day when they
will appear before Us!y
(19:38), and,
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§And if you only could see when the criminals hang their heads
before their Lord (saying): “‘Our Lord! We have now seen and
heard, so send us back (to the world), that we will do righteous
good deeds. Verily, we now believe with certainty.$(32:12)
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€23. And his companion (angel) will say: *'Here is (his record)
ready with me!''y

¢24. (Allah will say to the angels:) "Both of you throw into
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Hell every stubborn disbeliever''y

€25. “Hinderer of good, transgressor, doubter,”'»

€26. "“Who set up another god with Allah. Then both of you
cast him in the severe torment."')

427. His companion (devil) will say: “Our Lord! 1 did not
push him to transgression, but he was himself in error far
astray.”$

€28. (Allah) will say: “Dispute not in front of Me, I had
already in advance sent you the threat."p

€29. “The sentence that comes from Me cannot be changed,
and I am not unjust to the servants."

The Angel will bear Witness; Alldih commands that the
Disbeliever be thrown into the Fire

Allah the Exalted states that the scribe angel, who is
entrusted with recording the deeds of mankind, will testify
against him or her about the deeds he or she did on the Day
of Resurrection. He will say,

€ Gy
¢"'Here is (his record) ready with me!"'p, here it is prepared and
completed without addition or deletion. This is when Allah the
Exalted will judge the creation with fairness, saying,
¢Both of you throw into Hell every stubborn disbeliever.»

It appears that Allah will say these words to the Sd’ig and
Shahid angels; the Sa'ig drove him to the grounds where
Reckoning is held and the Shahid testified. Allah the Exalted
will order them to throw him in the fire of Jahannam, and
worse it is as a destination,

€l e ¥ 48 3 G
¢Both of you throw into Hell every stubborn disbeliever.y
meaning, whose disbelief and denial of truth was horrendous,

who used to stubboinly .eject the truth, knowingly
contradicting it with falsehond,

43
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¢Hinderer of good,$ meaning for he did not fulfill the duties he
was ordered, nor was he dutiful, keeping ties to kith and kin
nor giving charity,

¢Lup

¢transgressor,$ meaning, he transgresses the limits in spending.
Qatadah commented, “He is a transgressor in his speech,
behavior and affairs.”!l Allah said,

€59

ddoubter,» meaning, he doubts and raises doubts in those who
scrutinize his behavior,

€0 A g S el

{who set up another yod with Allah.p meaning, he associated
others with Allah and worshipped others besides Him,

s T 4 D
4Then both of you cast him in the severe torment.

Imam Ahmad recorded that Abu Sa‘id Al-Khudri said that
the Prophet i said,

Jo 1y wast G B R 10 I8 1004 08E L0 g B2
Sk g il Lle g GE S uE 8 G T e o

ﬁ{,:,é;:.
tA neck from the Fire will appear and will speak saying,
“Today, I have been entrusted with three: Every obstinate
tyrant, everyone who ascribed another god with Allah, and he
who took a life without right.” The neck will then close in on
them and throw them in the midst of Jahannam .12

Man and Devil dispute before Allah
Allah’s saying;
% 5P

4His companion will say}, refers to the devil who is entrusted to

(1 At-Tabari 22:356.
12l Ahmad 3:40.
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every man, according to ‘Abdullah bin ‘Abbas, Mujahid, Qata-
dah and several othes.!"! He will say,
¢HTE
¢Our Lord! I did not push him to transgression, ¥

meaning, the devil will say this about the human who came
on the Day of Resurrection as a disbeliever. The devil will
disown him, saying,

A TEP
€Our Lord! I did not push him to transgressiony
meaning, “I did not lead him astray,”
€ 90 6 5 5P
¢but he was himself in error far astray.p meaning, he himself was
misguided, accepting falsehood and stubborn to the truth. Allah
the Exalted and Most Honored said in another Ayah,
¥ G Rk Kip G % ek 6 oy 2T o 6 SR Jgp
[ 3% W 9 » Ao se s %
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¢And Shaytan will say when the matter has been decided :
“Verily, Allah promised you a promise of truth. And I too
promised you, but I betrayed you. I had no authority over you
except that I called you, and you responded to me. So blame me
not, but blame yourselves. I cannot help you, nor can you help
me. I deny your former act in associating me as a partner with
Allah. Verily, there is a painful torment for the wrongdoers.”$
(14:22)
Allah the Exalted said,

€57 1.5 4 36
¢(Allah) will say : *'Dispute not in front of Me.”"y

The Lord, the Exalted and Most Honored will say this to the
man and his devil companion, who will be disputing before

1 A¢-Tabari 22:357.
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Him. The man will say, “O, Lord! This devil has misguided me
away from the Remembrance after it came to me,” while the
devil will declare,

€ JO 9 K 5 LA TEY

€Our Lord! 1 did not push him to transgression, but he was
himself in error far astray.p

from the path of truth. The Lord, the Exalted and Most
Honored will say to them,

€53 10aE ¥
¢Dispute not in front of Me,$ or ‘before Me,’
sl S 85

41 had already in advance sent you the threat.»

‘1 have given you sufficient proof by the words of the
Messengers, and 1 have sent down the Divine Books; the
evidences, signs and proofs have thus been established against
you,’

€5 3 5 o

4The Sentence that comes from Me cannot be changed,$

“I have made My decision,” according to the explanation of
Mujahid,!"

G A5 BT

¢And I am not unjust to the servants.y

‘1 will not punish anyone, except on account of their sins after
the proof has been established against them.’
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¢30. On the Day when We will say to Hell : *'Are you filled?"”
It will say: *'Are there any more?"'d

11 At-Tabari 22:359.
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431. And Paradise will be Uzlifat to those who had Taqwa, not
far off »

€32. (It will be said) : ''This is what you were promised - (it is)
for those returning in <inccre repentance, and Hafiz "'»

€33. "Who feared Ar-Rahman unseen and brought a heart
turned in repentance.”’y

€34. “Enter you therein in peace and security - this is a Day
of eternal life!”’y

€35. There they will have all that they desire -~ and Ve have
more.»

Jahannam and Paradise and their Dwellers

Allah states that He will say to Jahannam on the Day of
Resurrection, “Have you had your fill?” Allah the Most
Honored has promised Hell that it will have its fill from the
Jinns and mankind. He, the Exalted and Most Honored, will
decide who will be thrown into the Fire and she will keep
saying, “Are there any more,” or, ‘Are there any more whom
You will provide me with?’ This is the apparent meaning of
this Aych which is supported by several Hadiths.

Imam Ahmad recorded that Anas said that the Messenger of
Allah 3% said,

G BI85 i 5t e J6 dGE) G QA s J1E
B0 g diE VG B85 e W08 ek o) wal )

i g IS B e AT G a2l s
The people will be thrown into Jahannam and it will say, ‘Are
there any more?’ Until the Mighty Lord puts His Foot over it
and its corners will be collected together and it will say,
“Enough, enough by Your grace and compassion!' There will be
sufficient empty space in Paradise until Allah creates another

creation and He, the Exalted, makes them dwell in the emgty
parts of Paradise.»'! Muslim also collected this Hadith.!?!

Al-Bukhari recorded that Abu Hurayrah narrated that the

11 Ahmad 3:234.
2] Muslim 4:2187 and 2188.
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Prophet # said,
GB o JuE 856 DI AD e b 38 10,85 e SEn s LR
thy b 1 Ja e
tJahannam will be asked, *'Are you full?"’ and it will say, "Are
there any more?’’ Until the Lord, the Blessed and Most

Honored, Futs His Foot over it and it will say: 'Enough!
Enough!""!l

Al-Bukhari recorded that Abu Hurayrah said that the
Messenger of Alldh 5 said,

R G363 g iy Gl sl 8 SIS S0 S v
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Paradise and the Fire quarreled. The Fire said, 'l have been

favored with the arrogant people and tyrants.” Paradise said,
“What is wrong with me that only the poor and humble people
enter me?”’ Alldh the Exalted and Most Honored said to
Paradise, "'You are My mercy, with which I grant mercy to
those whom I will among My servants.” He said to Hell, *You
are My punishment which I inflict upon whom 1 wish from My
servants, and I shall fill both of you."” As for Hellfire, it will
not have its fill until Allah puts His Foot over it and she will
say, "'Enough! Enough!" She will become full and its sides will
come close to each other. Allah the Exalted and Most Honored
shall not be unjust to any one of His creatures. As for Paradise,
Allah the Exalted and Most Honored will create another
creation to fill it »1?!

Alldh the Exalted said,

(') Fath Al-Bari 8:460.
12 path Al-Bari 8:460.
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¢And Paradise will be Uzlifat to those who had Taqwa, not far
off.»
meaning, Paradise will be brought close and near to the pious,
according to Qatadah, Abu Malik and As-Suddi,!!!

¢not far offy, and this will occur on the Day of Resurrection,
which is not far off. Surely that Day will come to pass and all
that is bound to come, is near,

L EA N RAATANR
¢This is what you were promised - (it is) for those returningd

who go back to Allah in sincere repentance intending not to
repeat sin,

¢hild
4¢Hafizp, who preserve their covenant with Allah and do not
break or betray it,

-

€, 55 o5 B
¢Who feared Ar-Rahman unseenp who feared Allah in secret when
only Allah the Exalted and Most Honored could see him. The
Prophet #: said,
GlE S50 (U JUE @ 385 Jop
tAnd a man who remembered Allah the Exalted while alone,
and his eyes became tearful .3
Alldh said,
b g
¢and brought a heart turned in repentance.y

meaning, he will meet Allah, the Exalted and Most Honored,
on the Day of Resurrection with a heart turned in repentance
to Him and absolutely free (of Shirk) and humbled to Him,

4Gy

(1 At-Tabari 22:363.

(2 Fath Al-Bari 2:168. That is, one of those under the shade of the
Throne.
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¢Enter you thereiny, meaning Paradise,
¢y

¢in peace and securityd, they will earn security from the torment
of Allah, the Exalted and Most Honored, and the angels of Alldh
will greet them with the Saldm, according to the explanation of
Qatadah.!'! The statement of Allah the Exalted and Most
Honored:

bes gor oo
€l 5

¢- this is a Day of eternal life!$, meaning, they will reside in
Paradise forever and will never die, neither be transferred from
it nor wish to be transferred from it. The statement of Allah the
All-Mighty,

‘(‘\:4, & p")
¢There they will have all that they desirep, means, whatever
delights they wish and desire, they will find it brought before
them.
Allah’s statement,

Ly G
gand We have more.) is similar to His other statement,
iz sty o
¢For those who have done good is the best and even
more.$(10:26)

In the Sahih, Muslim recorded that Suhayb bin Sindn Ar-Rami

said that ‘more’ refers to looking at the Most Honorable Face
of Allah.!?!
AL CEE A il i G B A ) e ds g
G- S U E S0l o o g 8 A g S 6 BN
et 55T 20 4 05 tiei 35 1B o 35 5

1l At-Tabari 22:366.

) Muslim 1:163.



242 Tafsir Ibn Kathir

¢36. And how many a generation We have destroyed before
them who were stronger in power than they. And they went
about the land! Could they find any place of refuge?$

€37. Verily, therein is indeed a reminder for him who has a
heart or gives ear while he is heedful .

¢38. And indeed We created the heavens and the earth and all
between them in six Days and nothing of fatigue touched Us.p
€39. So bear with patience all that they say, and glorify the
praises of your Lord, before the rising of the sun and before (its)
setting.p

440. And during a part of the night (also) glorify His praises
and (so likewise) after the prostrations.p

Warning the Disbelievers of the imminent Torment;
commanding the Prophet iz to pray and have Patience

Alldh the Exalted asks, ‘how many We have destroyed before
these denying disbelievers?’
W B 55
¢a generation who were stronger in power than they.p

they were more numerous, mightier than they and who
constructed on the earth and built on it more than they. The
statement of Allah the Exalted,

bopnd o 35 4051 3 VD
¢And they went about the land! Could they find any place of
refuge?’
Ibn ‘Abbas commented, “They left the traces throughout the
land,""! Qatadah said, “They traveled throughout the land
seeking provisions through trade and business, more than you

have.”
Allah’s statement,

€omt o 2P

¢Could they find any place of refuge?» means, ‘could they find a
shelter from Alldh’s decision and appointed destiny? Have what

(' At-Tabari 22:371.
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they collected benefited them or averted Alldh’s torment when it
came to them on account of their denial of the Messengers?
Likewise, you will ncver be able 1o «vert avoid, or find refuge or
shelter (iroin His torment).” Allah tiic Exalted and Most Honored
saud,

L PR TR
¢Verily, therein is indeed o remind:r¥ and a lesson,
€25 405 4P

4for him who has a hearty mearing, a sonind understanding with
which he comprehends, or, a good mind, according to Mujahid,

it 35 22 S
¢or gives ear while he is hecdful .» meaning, he hears the speech,

comprehends and understands it in his mind and grasps its
indications with his intellect. Mujahid said that,

£t G5t

4or gives earp, means, he does not talk to himself but listens
with an attentive heart.!’! Ad-Dahhak commented, “The Arabs
would say that someone has given ear when he hears with his
ears, while his heart is present and not absent.”?/ Ath-Thawri
and several others said similarly.’) The statement of Allah the
Exalted and Most Honored;

s 4 S A e <3 .2 . bR rr SR PR osr eoes
(*i‘;“.;‘l o B2 UG 4\::‘ e 3 Wiy Gy SV o Tt _,_A_,}

$And indeed We created the heavens and the earth: and all that
between them in six Days and nothing of fatigue touched Us.3

is emphasis on the Resurrection because He Who is able to
create the heavens and earth without fatigue, then surely He
is able to resurrect the dead. Qatadah said, “The Jews, may
Allah’s curses descend on them, said that Alldh created the
heavens and earth in six days and then rested on the seventh
day, which was the Sabbath. This is why they call it a holiday.
Allah the Exalted then sent down denial of their statement

(1} At-Tabari 22:373.
121 At-Tabari 22:374.
B] At-Tabari 22:374.
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and false opinion.”!! Allah said,
L S ERY S

dand nothing of fatigue touched Us.p indicating that no sleep,
exhaustion or weariness affects Him. Allah the Exalted the
Blessed said in other Ayat,

P B e 2 3t ses fo s Zre. PPN At Fe 5t £ geer 2%
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4Do they not see that Alldh, Who created the heavens and the

earth, and was not wearied by their creation, is able to give life
to the dead? Yes, He surely is Able to do all things.»(46:33),

€ e 5 e s g2 iy

¢The creation of the heavens and the earth is indeed greater
than the creation of mankind.$(40:57) and,

&roug Bt a2k
¢Are you more difficult to create or is the heaven that He

constructed?»(79:27)
Alldh the Exalted and Most Honored said,
Gl 5
¢So bear with patience all that they say,$ in reference to those who

deny the Prophet #, ordering him to be patient with them and
turn away from them in a good way,
ol 55 L0l 35 85 4% 525d
¢and glorify the praises of your Lord, before the rising of the
sun and before (its) setting.p
There were two ordained prayers prior to the Isrd’ journey.

One before the rising of the sun at dawn and the other before
sunset in the evening. Qiyam Al-Layl, prayer at night, was a
command for the Prophet # and his followers for sometime
but it was later abrogated for the Ummah. Later, during the

Isra’ journey, Allah abrogated all of the previous orders for
prayer by ordaining five daily prayers, including the prayers of

(11" At-Tabari 22:376.
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Fajr before sunrise, and ‘Asr in the late afternoon. Imam
Ahmad recorded that Jarir bin ‘Abdullah said, “When we were
sitting with the Prophet 3z, he looked at the full moon and
said,

op wad O ALY SN b5 W8 G580 ol 8,500 1 o
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tCertainly you will be brought before your Lord and will see
Him as you see this moon, and you will have no trouble in

seeing Him. So, if you can avoid missing the prayer before the
sunrise and the prayer before sunset, you must do so.»

He then recited Allah’s statement,

or .

€ondl 355 L0 &:’-‘L B &5 e 259
dand glorify the praises of your Lord, before the rising of the
sun and before (its) setting.p™1)

The Two Sahihs and the rest of the Group collected this
Hadith through the chain of Ismafl.?!
Allah the Exalted said,
€ sy
¢And during a part of the night glorify His praisesp, meaning pray
to Him. Allah said Ayah,

P
3
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¢And in some parts of the night offer the Salah with it, as an
additional prayer for you. It may be that your Lord will raise
you to Magam Mahmiid.» (17:79)

Ibn Abi Najih reported that Mujahid said that Ibn ‘Abbas
said that,

il 5
¢and after the prostrations.p refers to Tasbih, i.e. glorifying Allah’s

I Ahmad 4:365.

2! Fath Al-Bari 8:462, Muslim 1:439, Abu Dawud 5:97, Tuhfat Al-
Ahwadhi 7:265, An-Nasa’l in ALKubrd, 6:469 and Ibn Majah 1:63.
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praises, after the prayers.i!) There is a Hadith collected in the
Two Sahihs that supports this meaning. Abu Hurayrah said,
“Some poor migrants came and said, ‘O Allah’s Messenger! The
wealthy people will get higher grades and will have permanent
enjoyment.’ The Prophet i said,

Qa3 Ly

Ch

«WVhy is that?» They said,
‘They pray as we do, fast as we do, yet they give charity, but
we can not. They free slaves, but we can not.” The Prophet i
said,
¥y e Gt 350 5, v, (0 o e L2 oy 3 LT S
0358y Bo 3oke 38 78 0,785 5uAis b €Al U gk 34 0
«Shall I teli you about something that, if you did it, you would
catch up with those who have surpassed you and nobody would
be better than you except those who would do the same? Say,
‘Subhan Allah, Alhamdulillah and Allahu Akbar,’ thirty-thsee
times each after every prayer.»
Later, they came back and said, ‘O Allah’s Messenger! Our

brethren, the wealthy Muslims, heard of what we did and they
also did the same.’ The Prophet # said,

- N o o
U L gl s s

«This is a favor and grace of Allah, and He grants it tc whom
He wills .»"2]

There is another way of explaining the Ayah. It is that
Allah’s statement,
i 5l
dand after the prostrations.y refers to the two Rak‘ahs after the
Maghrib prayer. This was reported from Umar bin Al-Khattab,
‘Ali bin Abi Talib and his son Al-Hasan, ‘Abdullah bin ‘Abbas,
Abu Hurayrah and Abu Umamah, may Alldh be pleased with

them. This is also the saying of Mujahid, Tkrimah, Ash-Shabi,
An-Nakha', Al-Hasan Al-Basri, Qatadah, and others.

(1) At-Tabari 22:381.
(21 Fath Al-Bari 2:378.
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QARSI ¢aa. On the Day when
the earth shall be cleft,
from off them (they will come out) hastening forth. That will be a
gathering, quite easy for Us.p
€45. We know best what they say. And you are not the one to force
them. But warn by the Qur'an; him who fears My threat.»

Admonition from Some Scenes of the Day of
Resurrection

Allah the Exalted said,
N
¢And listen ‘O Muhammad,’
(;4,—; 9“ op A 2 };)
¢on the Day when the caller will call from a near place.»
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to the gathering for the Day of Judgement,
(‘,,JL WAL
¢The Day when they will hear As-Sayhah in truth,¥

in reference to the blowing in the Trumpet which will bring
forth the truth that most of them discounted and denied,

4&3’1‘ by AP
&that will be the Day of coming out.» from the graves,

¢ *" el 5 855 WF B2 G
¢ Verily, it is We Who give life and cause death; and to Us is
the final return.

Allah is He Who starts creation and then brings it back to life,
and the latter is easier for Him; to Him is the final return of
all creations. At this time, He will recompense each according
to his or her deeds, good for good and evil for evil. Allah the
Exalted said,

ék“J“ rr‘ u’}j' \_)‘-—‘ fy)

¢On the Day when the earth shall be cleft, from off them (they
will come out) hastening forth.y

Allah the Exalted and Most Honored will send down rain from
the sky. From that rain the bodies of the creations will grow
while they are in their graves, just as the seed grows in soil in
the aftermath of rain. When the bodies grow to their full
strength, Alldh the Exalted will command angel Israfil and he
will blow in the Trumpet (for a second time). The souls will be
enclosed in a hole in the Trumpet. When Israfil blows in the
Trumpet, the souls will depart from it and will fly between the
heavens and earth. Allah the Exalted and Most Honored, will
declare, “By My grace and power, each soul shall return to the
body that it used to inhabit,” and indeed, every soul will
return to its body. The soul will enter its body just as poison
enters the body, then the earth will be uncovered from above
them, and they will all stand and head towards the Reckoning
place hastening to obey the command of Allah the Exalted and
Most Honored,
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€000 5 S 3K 03 01 Suilp
¢Hastening towards the caller. The disbelievers will say: *'This
is a hard Day."»(54:8), and

oA B vy sest

€ s Y o SRES ik 5.8 ST 9

€On the Day when He will call you, and you will answer (His
Call) with (words of) His praise and obedience, and you will

think that you have stayed (in this world) but a little while!y
(17:52)

In the $ahih, it is recorded that Anas said that the
Messenger of Allah # said,
o 2 555 0 sl b
«The earth will open up first around me "
Alldh the Exalted and Most Honored said,

§That will be a gathering, quite easy for Us.y ‘bringing them back
to life is easy for Us and effortless.’ Allah the Exalted and Most
Honored said,
& Ll o TV B
¢And Our commandment is but one as the twinkling of an
eye.$(54:50), and,

i R A Y ey e K S KAL)

¢The creation of you all and the resurrection of you all are only

as of a single person. Verily, Allah is All-Hearer, All-Seer.»
(31:28)

Comforting the Prophet 3=
The statement of Alldh the Exalted and Most High,

PR

G5 G 8 52y
¢We know best what they say.p means, ‘Our knowledge is all
encompassing of the denial that the idolators are confronting

m Muslim 4:1782.
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you with, so do not be concerned.’ In similar Aydt, Allah said,

e

¢Indeed, We know that your breast is straitened at what they
say. So glorify the praises of your Lord and be of those who
prostrate themselves (to Him). And worship your Lord until
there comes unto you the certainty (i.e., death).$ (15:97)
Allah’s statement,

,y %

€l o A

¢And you are not the one to force them.¥ says, it is not you who
forces them to accept the guidance; this is not a part of your
mission.’ Allah the Exalted and Most Honored said,

$ue S 2 gl IR
¢But warn by the Qur'an; him who fears My threat.»

meaning, ‘convey the Message of your Lord, for only those who
fear Allah and dread His torment, and hope in His promise
will remember and heed,’

€2 €5 40 3 G

¢Your duty is only to convey (the Message) and on Us is the
reckoning .$(13:40),

€So remind them - you are only one who reminds. You are not
a dictator over them .(88:21-22)

G 5 ok B Sy 152 S 5
¢Not upon you is their guidance, but Alldh guides whom He
wills.$(2:272) and,
€5 oy 6 55 S 5 i 9 dp

¢ Verily, you guide not whom you like, but Allah guides whom
He wills.» (28:56) Alldh’s statement here,

zs 2. .

€aes S ol 3 G L AT
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{And you are not the one fo force them. But wamn by the

Qur'an; him who fears My threat.}
Qatadah used to invoke Allah by saying, “O Allah! Make us
among those who fear Your threat and hope for Your promise,
O Barr (Subtle, Kind, Courteous, and Generous), O Rahim (the
Most Merciful).”i!}

This is the end of the Tafsir of Siirah Qaf. All praise is due

to Allah, He is for us, the most excellent Tn:",atee.

1 Al.Qurtubi 17:29.



