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The Tafsir of Sirat Al-Qital
(Chapter - 47)

Which was revealed in Al-Madinah
YO " I |
In the Name of Allah, the Most Gracious, the Most Merciful.
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¢1. Those who disbelieve and hinder (men) from the path of
Allah, He will render their deeds vain.p

42. But those who believe and do righteous good deeds, and
believe in that which is sent down to Muhammad - for it is the
truth from their Lord - He expiates from them their sins and
amends their Bal.p

¢3. That is because those who disbelieve follow falsehood, while
those who believe follow the truth from their Lord. Thus does
Allah set forth for mankind their parables.$

The Reward of the Disbelievers and the Believers
Allah says,
€l 2ty
¢ Those who disbelievep meaning, in the Ayat of Allah.
4ipis)
4and hinder (men)» Others.
A T3 3 gt 2D

4from the path of Allah, He will render their deeds vain.p

meaning, He renders their deeds vain and futile, and He

"1 This Surah is commonly called Sirah Muhammad.
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denies them any rewards or blessings for them. This is similar
to His saying,

€Al ek LS g L Bl O gL T
¢And We will approach what they have done of deeds and make
them as dispersed dust.$ (25:23)
Allah then says,

o4 Uz 1 Gih
¢And those who believe and do righteous good deeds, %
Which means that their hearts and souls have believed, and
their limbs and their hidden and apparent acts have complied
with Allah’s Law.
FE R AR
¢And believe in that which has been sent down to Muhammadp

Adding this statement to the previous one is a method of
adding a specific meaning to a general one. This provides proof
that after Muhammad’s advent, believing in him is a required
condition for the true faith.

Allah then says,

$iss o S X
¢For it is the truth from their Lord.p which is a beautifully placed
parenthetical clause. Thus, Allah says,
€0 b e o K
¢He expiates from them their sins and amends their Bal.»

Ibn ‘Abbéas, said, “This means their matter.” Mujahid said,
“This means their affair.” Qatadah and Ibn Zayd both said,
“Their condition.” And all of these are similar in meaning. It
has been mentioned (from the Prophet #%) in the Hadith of the
responding to one who sneezes,

sMay Allah guide you and rectify your (Bal) affairs.»"!
Then Alldh says,
M Tuhfat ALAhwadhi 8:11.
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their Lord. Thus does
Allah set forth for the people their parables.

Thus He makes the consequence of their actions clear to
them, and He shows them where they will end in their next
life - and Allah knows best.
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¢4. So, when you meet those who disbelieve (in battle), smite

(their) necks until you have fully defeated them, then tighten
their bonds. Thereafter (is the time) either for generosity or
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ransom, until the war lays down its burden. Thus, and had
Allah so willed, He could have taken vengeance against them ;-
but (He lets you struggle) so as to test with one another. But
those who are killed in the way of Allah, He will never let their
deeds be lost.d

€5. He will guide them and amend their condition.y

46. And admit them to Paradise, which He has made known to
them .

¢7. O you who believe! If you support (in the cause of) Allah,
He will support you, and make your foothold firm.»

¢8. But as for those who disbelieve, misery awaits them, and
(Allah) will make their deeds vain.p

49. That is because they hate that which Allah has sent down;
so He has made their deeds fruitless.p

The Command to strike the Enemies’ Necks, tighten
Their Bonds, and then free Them either by an Act of
Grace or for a Ransom

Guiding the believers to what they should employ in their
fights against the idolators, Alldh says,

i 5 B ol 24 6
€S0, when you meet those who disbelieve (in battle), smite their
necksd

which means, ‘when you fight against them, cut them down
totally with your swords.’

$REATY £P

¢until you have fully defeated them,» meaning, ‘you have killed
and utterly destroyed them.’

€561 s

dtighten their bonds.p ‘This is referring to the prisoners of war
whom you have captured. Later on, after the war ends and the
conflict has ceased, you have a choice in regard to the captives:
You may either act graciously toward them by setting them free
without charge, or free them for a ransom that you require from
them.’ It appears that this Ayah was revealed after the battle of
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Badr. At that time, Allah reproached the believers for sparing
many of the enemy’s soldiers, and holding too many captives in
order to take ransom from them. So He said then:
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4lt is not for a Prophet to have captives of war until he had
made a great slaughter (among the enemies) in the land. You
desire the commodities of this world, but Allah desires (for you)
the Hereafter. Allah is Mighty and Wise. Were it not for a
prior decree from Alldh, a severe torment would have touched
you for what you took.y (8:67-68)

Allah’s saying,
<Gl i 5 63
§...until the war lays down its burden.» Mujahid said: “Until Tsa

bin Maryam (peace be upon him) descends.”’! It seems as if he
derived this opinion from the Prophet’s #& saying,

DS RT3 et 2 0 T
There will always be a group of my Ummah victorious upon
the truth, until the last of them fight against Ad-Dajjal »*?!

Imam Ahmad recorded from Jubayr bin Nufayr who reported
from Salamah bin Nufayl that he went to the Messenger of
Allah # and said, “I have let my horse go, and thrown down
my weapon, for the war has ended. There is no more fighting.”
Then the Prophet # said to him,

RAIF 11 S | R d,,f fe b NiE Y gl s 5V
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«Now the’ time of fighting has come. There will always be a

group of my Ummah dominant over others. Allah will turn the
hearts of some people away (from the truth), so they (that

11 At-Tabari 22:157.
(21 Abu Dawud 3:11.
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group) will fight against them, and Allah will bestow on them
(war spoils) from them (the enemies) - until Allah's command
comes lo pass while they are in that state. Verily, the center of
the believers’ abode is Ash-Sham. And goodness is tied around
the horses’ foreheads till the Day of Resurrection .»!!!

An-Nasa’ also recorded this narration.?
Allah then says,

455 29 0 5
€Thus, and had Allah so willed, He could have taken vengeance
against them ;$

which means that had He so willed, He could have taken
immediate vengeance against the disbelievers with a
chastisement or exemplary punishment directly from Him.

4o =it 1 P
¢but (He lets you struggle) so as to test with one another.»

meaning, He has ordered Jihad and fighting against the
enemies in order to try you and test your affairs. Allah also
expresses His wisdom by the legislation of Jihdd in the
following two Strahs, Al ‘Imfan and At-Tawbah, in which He
says,

€000 05 K WG 0 5 O B R E I ps o
€Or did you think that you would enter the Paradise before

Allah had made evident those of you who fight in His cause and
made evident those who are steadfast?y (3:142)
VERRT-E RN (S 9 3 SRR SU A R AT X 1Y
A RS IR G X A I N SO ETE S
¢Fight them; Allah will then punish them by your hands,
disgrace them, grant you victory over them, satisfy the breasts
of a believing people, and remove the fury of their (the
believers’) hearts. Allah turns in forgiveness to whom He wills;
Allah is Knowing and Wise.p ( 9:14-15)

'] Ahmad 4:104.
(2} An-Nasa’i 6:214, and in Al-Kubra 5:218.
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Merit of the Martyrs

Since it is customary during wars that many of the believers
die, Allah says:

A J 6 A gt o U8 GI0Y
§But those who are killed in the way of Allah, He will never let
their deeds be lost.$

which means that He would not let their good deeds go to
waste, but would rather multiply and increase them. Some of
them will continue being rewarded for their good deeds for the
entire length of their stay in Al-Barzakh. (1 This has been
mentioned in a Hadith recorded by Imam Ahmad in his
Musnad on the authority of Kathir bin Murrah, who reported
from Qays Al-Judhami, may Allah be pleased with him, that
Allah’s Messenger # said,

< 33 0. B2

Sy ikt B8 4 5 e b rkE 031 B Jlas So Bgdn R
uUf— oY) 2,.5%‘ CJ&H o QAJ ‘ u._.gjl QJ;J‘l iy é;:é} s;:.é-j\ e 4
QU s
wAs the first drop of his blood gushes forth, a martyr is granted
six merits: all of his sins are forgiven, he is shown his place in
Paradise, he is married to wide-eyed Hiiris, he is secured from
the great fear (on Judgement Day) and the torment of the grave,
and he is adorned with the adornments of Iman .»
Ahmad was alone in recording this Hadith.!?

Abu Ad-Darda’, may Allah be pleased with him, reported that
Allah’s Messenger % said,

i Jil Be i B gt GaE
A martyr is allowed to intercede for seventy members of his
household .»

This was recorded by Abu Dawud,® and there are numerous
other Hadiths mentioning the merits of the martyrs.
As for Allah’s saying, .

1] The intermediate state between this life and the Hereafter.
121 Ahmad 4:200.
13} Abu Dawud no. 2522.
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G d
¢He will guide them)
meaning, He will guide them to Jannah. This is similar to
Allah’s saying,
9 2OVt o oS fpll o5 Spuk oA LLES 100 A gy
¢Indeed, those who have believed and done righteous good

deeds, their Lord will guide them because of their Faith : beneath
them rivers will flow in the Gardens of Pleasure.$ (10:9)

Allah says,
€ 43
¢and amend their condition.p meaning, their situation and affairs.
¢And (He will) admit them to Paradise, which He has made
known to them.»
It means that He has acquainted them with Paradise and
guided them to it. Mujahid said: “The people of Paradise will
be guided to their houses and dwellings and whatever sections
Allah has ordained for them in it. They will not make mistakes
in this, nor will they ask anyone for directions to their

dwellings -~ as if they had dwelt in it from the time they were
first created.”!!

Al-Bukhari recorded from Abu Safid Al-Khudri, may Allah be
pleased with him, that Alldh’s Messenger # said,
oHe 5,00 O AR 5 ki s 0 5 5 A0 Sali i
PRI FX I I RS SR N W AP F I Lt Rt
i 58 e Wiy L ST ED g s hasl g
“After the believers securely pass the Fire (on the Day of
Judgement), they will be held back upon a bridge between

Paradise and the Fire. There, they will have any acts of
injustice that they committed against one another in the life of

(1} At-Tabari 22:160.
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this world rectified. After they are completely purified and
cleansed (from injustice), they will be admitted into Paradise.
By the One in Whose Hand is my soul, each one of them will
find his way to his dwelling in Paradise better than he found
his way to his dwelling in the worldly life "

Support Alldh’s Cause, He will then support You
Allah then says:
SR S B 4 1aF o) B Gall Gy

€O you who believe! If you support (the cause of) Allah, He

will support you and make your foothold firm %
This is similar to His saying,

AR
¢Indeed, Allah will surely support those who support Him (His
cause) .y (22:40)

That is because the reward is comparable to the type of deed
that is performed. Thus, Allah says here,

&and make your foothold firm.» Allah then says,
€4 e X ity
&But as for those who disbelieve - misery awaits themd

This misery is the opposite of making firm the footholds of the
believers who support the cause of Allah and His Messenger g It
has been confirmed in a Hadith that Allah’s Messenger 3 said,

By 5880 oo RREN A G (WA e QRANEE
("::t‘ﬁ :I-:

tMisery awaits the servant of the Dinar; misery awaits the
servant of the Dirham; misery awaits the servant of velvet.
Misery awaits him, and degeneracy; and if he is rricked by a
thorn, may he not find anyone to pull it for him .12

(1l Al-Bukhari no. 6535.
12 path Al-Bari 6:95 and Ibn Majah 2:1386.
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This means may Allah not cure him. Then Allah says,
€ Jo8p

dand (Allah) will make their deeds vain.p» meaning, He will nullify
them and make them fruitless. Thus, Allah says,

€ I TIAE 2 asp
€That is because they hate that which Allah has sent down :»

which means that they did not want or like what Allah
revealed.

i 9
4so He made their deeds fruitless.p
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€10. Have they not traveled through the earth and seen what
happened in the end to those before them? Allah destroyed them
completely, and a similar (awaits) the disbelievers.p
€11. That is because Allah is the Protector of those who believe,
whereas the disbelievers have no protector.»
¢12. Certainly Allah will admit those who believe and do
righteous good deeds, into Gardens under which rivers flow
(Paradise) ; while those who disbelieve enjoy their life and eat as
cattle eat; but the Fire will be their abode.)
413. And how many a town mightier than your town that has
driven you out We have destroyed, with none to help them!y

Admonition and Fire for the Disbelievers; Paradise for
Those Who have Taqwa

Allah says,
€ins 51

¢Have they not traveled) meaning, those who associate
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partners with Allah and deny His Messenger .

ol 0 75 2 oo B L8 8 8 U0LS AT )
&through the land and seen what happened in the end to those
before them? Allah destroyed them completely,y

which means that Allah punished them because of their denial

and disbelief, and saved the believers from among them. That
is why He says,

€3 59
dand a similar (end awaits) the disbelievers.» Then Allah
says,

A G ¥ 5800 5 v o 5 41 E asp

&That is because Allah is the Protector of all those who believe,
whereas the disbelievers have no protector.»

After the battle of Uhud, Abni Sufyan Sakhr bin Harb, the
commander of the idolators at that time, inquired about the
Prophet i, Abun Bakr, and Umar, may Alldh be pleased with
them. When he heard no response, he announced: “Verily,
those three have died!” ‘Umar then responded to him: “You lie,
O enemy of Allah! Allah has indeed saved those who will
displease you. Indeed, those whom you mentioned are all
alivel”

Abu Sufyan then said: “Well, today makes up for (the defeat
on) the day of Badr, and the war has its ups and downs. And
indeed, you are going to find mutilation (in the bodies of your
dead) that I did not command, nor did I prohibit.” Then he
turned around chanting: “Glory to Hubal (their greatest idol),
Glory to Hubal.” Allah’s Messenger # said:

¢ s 1

tAren’t you going to respond to him?»
The Companions said: “What should we say, O Messenger of
Allah?” He #& said:
A HETRIR
«Say : "Allah is Most High and Most Glorious."s
Then AbQ Sufyan said: “We have Al-‘Uzza (their second idol),
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and you have no ‘Uzzd. (honor).” Allih’s Messenger # said:

s 2
%

x-:-?u y’i'

tAren’t you all going to respond to him?» They said: “What
should we say, O Messenger of Allah?” He said:

RN A PP TR
sSay : “*Allah is our Protector, and you have no protector.’ "]
Allah then says,

T G o o2 B0 syl 25 T G 53 4 2y
¢Verily, Allah will admit those who believe and do righteous
good deeds into Gardens through which rivers flow.» meaning,
on the Day of Resurrection.

GENT X6 & o 55 VF of6p
¢Whereas those who disbelieve enjoy their life and eat as cattle

eat.»

Which means that the disbelievers enjoy their worldly life and
eat in it like animals, munching and gnawing (with greed).
They have no concern other than that. Thus, it has been
confirmed in the Sahih that the Messenger of Allah 3% said,

el 1o g B 505 e e L 230
1A believer eats with one intestine, and a disbeliever eats with
seven intestines 112
Then Allah says,
¢4 S5 00
¢but the Fire will be their abode.) meaning, on the Day of

their Reckoning.
Allah then says,

G 55 5 5 0 55 5
¢And how many a town mightier than your town that has
driven you outp meaning, Makkah.

M Fath Al-Bari 6:188.
2} Fath Al-Bari 9:446.
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¢We have destroyed, with none to help them!y

This is a great threat and severe warning to the people of
Makkah because they rejected Allah’s Messenger i, who was
the chief of the Messengers and the last of the Prophets. If
Allah had destroyed the previous nations because of their
denial of their Messengers, what then would those (people of
Makkah) expect that Allah would do to them in the worldly life
and the Hereafter? And if the torment were to be lifted off
some of them in this life by the blessing of the presence of the
Messenger, the Prophet of Mercy, the torment will be stored
for them in their next life, as Allah says,

15 Oy l}\é:\.,c.m AR u\.»..!\‘,i Say

&Their torment will be doubled! They could not bear to hear
(the preaching), and they used not to see (the truth).p (11:20)

Concerning Allah’s saying,
G o S5 b

¢than Your town that has driven you outy This means, ‘its people
who have driven you (Muhammad ) out from amongst them
(the people of Makkah).” Ibn Abi Hatim recorded from Ibn
‘Abbas, may Allah be pleased with him, that when Allah’s
Messenger ik left Makkah (at the time of Hijrah -~ migration),
and he reached the cave and hid inside it, he looked back
toward Makkah and said,

S A SN g d ok ST Gl i ) e otk ST G
woly A oA

tYou are the most beloved to Allah among Allah’s lands, and
you are also the most beloved to me among Allah's lands. Were
it not that the idolators have driven me out from you, 1 would
never have left you .»

Ibn ‘Abbas then said, “The worst of enemies is he who
transgresses against Allah in His own sacred place, who kills a
person who is not trying to kill him, or who kills because of
Jahiliyyah vengeance. Allah then revealed to His Prophet #%,
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€¢14. Can then he, who stands on clear evidence from his Lord,
be like those for whom their evil deeds are beautified for them,

while they follow their own lusts?$

€15. The description of Paradise which is promised to those who
have Taqwa, (is that) in it are rivers of water that are not Asin,
rivers of milk the taste of which never changes, rivers of wine
delicious to those who drink it, and rivers of refined honey; and

therein for them are all kinds of fruits,

and forgiveness from

their Lord. Can this be likened to those who abide eternally in
the Fire and are given to drink boiling water that severs their

intestines?%
11 At-Tabari 22:165.
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The Worshipper of the Truth and the Worshipper of Lust
are not Equal

Allah says:

doass o2 A5 J 6 S5
€Can then he, who stands on clear evidence from his Lord...»

This means a person who is upon clear vision and certainty
concerning Allah’s commands and His religion, because of the
guidance and knowledge that Allah has revealed in His Book, and
because of the pure nature upon which Allah has created him.
GG o 5 5 5
€(Can he) be likened to those for whom their evil deeds are
beautified for them, while they follow their own lusts?¥

which means that they cannot be equal. This is similar to
Allah’s saying,

Cot up wepe Bobe ez ez 2k nzi e %
€A 38 F I . a U A S

¢Can he who knows that what has been revealed unto you from
your Lord is the truth be like him who is blind?% (13:19) And,

¢ ( .3,‘,.7.31\ (.-a Ui | IR A.oJ‘ 2l LG u.i’" 4..5,-—-4 ¥$
¢Not equal are the people of the Fire and the people of Paradise.
The People of Paradise will be the successful ones.p (59:20)

Description of Paradise and Its Rivers
Allah then says:
30 1 G st Sy

¢The description of Paradise which is promised for those who
have Taqwa...»

Tkrimah said,
0 J5p
¢The description of Paradisep “This means its description.”
ot o Lo S GP

4In it are rivers of water that are not Asin,
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Ibn ‘Abbas, may Allah be pleased with him, Al-Hasan, and
Qatadah all said, “It does not change.”'! Qatadah, Ad-
Dahhék, and ‘Ata’ Al-Khurasani all said, “It is not foul-
smelling.” The Arabs say Asin if its (water) scent changes./?!

€00 A A gk
¢rivers of milk, the taste of which never changes,

which means that the milk is of utmost whiteness, sweetness,
and richness. It has been mentioned in a Hadith attributed to
the Prophet & “Their milk did not come out of the udders of
cattle.”

¢rivers of wine delightful to those who drink it,»

hich means that the wine does not have a bad taste or foul
smell like that of the worldly life. Rather, it is good in its
appearance, taste, smell, and effect, as Allah says,

lr/

CWICHR @AY 0 G I
&it (the wine) has no bad effects, nor does it cause
intoxication.p (37:47) and,
(“;‘Q;}Jﬁ ¥ (% 4855 \j)
¢From which (the wine) they will have no headache, nor will
they be intoxicated.d (56:19)
dwhite, delicious to the drinkers.$(37:46)

It has been mentioned in a Hadith attributed to the Prophet
#, “Their wine was not pressed under men'’s feet.”

P

€3 gz i gD
¢and rivers of refined honey ;»

which means that the honey is of utmost purity and pleasant
color, taste, and smell. It has been mentioned in a Hadith
attributed to the Prophet #, “Their honey did not come out of

1 At-Tabari 22:166.
12} At-Tabari 22:167.
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the bellies of bees.” {!

Imam Ahmad recorded from Hakim bin Mu'‘awiyah who
narrated from his father that Allah’s Messenger ¥ said,

‘¢4 s

«Verily, there is in Paradise a lake of milk, a lake of water, a

lake of honey, and a lake of wine. The rivers then gush out of
them 12!

At-Tirmidhi reported this narration in his section of the
Description of Paradise, and he said, “Hasan Sahih.!®l
In the Sahih, it is recorded that Allah’s Messenger # said,
Loy o Bl E Lot 85 s LG o w280

e [pse G5y A gt R
«When you ask Allah, ask Him for Al-Firdaws, because it is
the central and highest part of the Paradise, and from it gush
the rivers of the Paradise and above it is the Throne of the Most
Merciful o Allah says,
Y o G A
¢...and therein for them are all kinds of fruits,
This similar to His saying,
‘<°‘,\_J\—‘“ &.& ¥ ‘_Kl L(—J df—“
€They will call in it for every kind of fruit in peace and
security .$ (44:55)
And His saying,
eﬂ‘u\,.‘v ,;(:, f
¢In them will be every kind of fruzts in pairs.) (55:52)
Allah says

[} This narration and the meaning of the one before it were recorded
by Ibn Al-Mundhir as a saying of Sa‘id bin Jubayr according to Ad-
Durr Al-Manthiir 6:25.

2] Ahmad 5:5.
B} Tuhfat Al-Ahwadhi 7:287.
¥l Fath Al-Bari 6:14.
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45 o als

¢€...and forgiveness from their Lord.) meaning, in addition to all of
the above. Allah says,

G558 555
€Can this be likened to those who abide eternally in the Firep

meaning, ‘can those that We have described their position in
the Paradise be like those who will abide eternally in the Fire?’
They are not equal, and nor are those who will be in the high
ranks (in the Paradise}) and those who will be in the lowest
depths (Hell).

;;4

€l A

¢and are given to drink boiling watery meaning, extremely hot; so
hot that it is unbearable.

s -—,‘ é.u }
¢that severs their intestinesp meaning, that will cut their insides -
both bowels and intestines. We seek refuge in Allah from that.

7*’5? B 36 60 A G o 06 e ot G & W) B3 & gy
N Ay R R gy).x,n‘ DG el g 40 O
MELthargalwdiesi ol S e ) e §o

P<j:': A LG Gty d.;.xj JQ.._..L 2l Y\ 4.'![ ¥ ﬁf

CHEES
€16. And among them are some who listen to you till when
they go out from you, they say to those who have received
knowledge : "'What is it that he has said just now? “'Such are

men whose hearts Allah has sealed because they followed their
lusts.»

417. And as for those who accept guidance, He increases them
in guidance and bestows on them their Taqwa.

418. Do they then await except that the Hour should come
upon them suddenly? But already there have come (some of) its
portents; and when it (actually) is on them, how can they
benefit then by their reminder?$
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419. So know that La ilaha illallah and ask forgiveness for your
sin, and also for (the sin of) believing men and women. And
Allah knows well your moving about, and your place of rest.p

The Description of the Situation of the Hypocrites and
the Command to maintain Tawhid and seek
Forgiveness

Allah describes the hypocrites’ stupidity and limited
understanding. They used to sit before Allih’s Messenger i
and listen to his words without understanding anything. Then
when they left from his presence,

i G o 6y
¢they say to those who have received knowledged
from the Companions

$6x 35 e

¢'What is it that he has said just now?") meaning, at this
moment. They did not understand what he said, nor did they
care about it.

Allah says,

TN LI o § 9 o Azl

4Such are the men whose hearts Allah has sealed because they
Jollowed their lusts.$

which means that they had neither sound understanding nor
correct intentions. Allah then says,

uid 55 Gaaf Gty

¢And as for those who accept guidance, He increases them in
guidanced

which means that those who seek guidance, Allah facilitates it
for them; He guides them to it, makes them firm on it, and
gives them more of it.

4and bestows on them their Taqwi.p meaning, He inspires them to
their righteous guidance. Alldh then says,

Lo ok S aed 9y o 5op



Siirah 47. Muhammad (16-19) (Part-26) 103

¢Do they then await except that the Hour should come upon
them suddenly?®

meaning, while they are unaware of it.

st & Sy
¢But already there have come (some of) its portents;$

meaning, the signs of its approach. This is similar to Alldh’s
saying,

e g 23 i, adm Mo o, B oas
i@l G Bl G 58 Ay

¢This is a warner of the warners of old. The approaching Day
has drawn near.$ (53:56-57)

And His saying,
120 B5G e A
¢The Hour has drawn near, and the moon has split.p (54:1)
And His saying,

€5 5 A 3
4The command of Allah is coming, so do not be impatient for
it.» (16:1)

And His saying,
STag b 8 0 TC L els o8 < wol2e
(g;ﬁu;-o_!u Are G o p-d—'l—/-’; oL OATP

¢The people’s Day of Reckoning has approached while they turn
away in heedlessness.$ (21:1)

Thus, the Messenger’s advent is one of the signs of the Hour,
because he is the Finality of the Messengers. With him, Allah
has completed the religion and established the evidence
against all people in a way that was never done by a previous
Prophet. Allah’s Messenger # has most clearly informed about
the signs and indications of the Hour, as we have discussed
elsewhere.

Al-Bukhari recorded from Sahl bin Sa‘d, may Alldh be
pleased with him, that he saw Allah’s Messenger £ bring his
index and middle fingers together while he said,

058 ey it iis
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uI have been sent before the Hour as these two (fingers) l!
Allah continues,

-2

eisds i A &
¢and when it (actually) is on them, how can they benefit then
by their reminder?$

meaning, how would remembering benefit the disbelievers
when the Hour comes upon them? This is similar to Allah’s

saying,
€8t 4 8 2ot 2 05
4On that Day will the human being remember, but what would
that remembrance avail him then?} (89:23)

And His saying,
&8st o5 op BI85 2 05
¢They will say (in the Hereafter): *'Now we believe in it!" But
how could they claim belief from such a far place?y (34:52)
Allah then says,
&40 ¥ & ¥ A L6y
¢So know that La ilaha illallahy

This is a declaration that there is no true God except Allah. It
is not something that is easy for him to command the people
to have knowledge of. That is why Allah connected it with,

R AT L A TR A o
L35 Gty S50 G
<and ask forgiveness for your sin and for the believing men and

women.p

In the Sahih, it is recorded that Allah’s Messenger # used to
say,

L d

P e PTG AT g s s Al g s b
e s 83 egatds t wsdns 36 J

O Allah, forgive my sin, my ignorance, my immoderation in
my affairs, and all that You know better about my (faults) than

1) Fath Al-Bari 8:560.
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myself. O Allah, forgive for me my joking, my seriousness, my
unintended error, and my deliberate (mistakes) - and I have
done of all that ")
It is also reported in the Sahih that he # used to say at the
end of the prayer,
ARG RANGHE AR AR R RS E A S VR R
o2 \jl Zjl Yy qgj!’é.:f tb;.g 4 ;.jii ki
«Q Allah, forgive for me what I have previously done, what |
may commit in future, what I have committed secretly, what I
have committed openly, what I have done excessively, and all

sins that You know better than me. You are my God. There is
no (true) God except You !

It is also recorded in the Sahih that he # used to say,
b B e ool S @l B G&s o L
1O people! Repent to your Lord! Verily, 1 ask Allah for

forgiveness and repent to Him more than seventy times every
day P Allah then says,

S Sl S
¢And Allah knows well your moving about, and your place of

rest.$

means, He knows how you behave during the day, and where
you settle at night. This is similar to His saying,
EHDE R S S A
€1t is He Who takes your souls by night and knows all that you
do by day .»(6:60)

And He says,
- R e I S L B T T o
Fiem g F G GRS G Why & B W N G £ e 03P

4.:5_!";- o2
<3 §h

'} Fath Al-Bari 11:200.
121 Fath Al-Bari 13:473.
Bl Fath Al-Bari 11:104.
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€23. Such are the ones whom Alldh has cursed, so that He has
made them deaf and blinded their vision .p

The Situation of the True Believer and the Sick-Hearted
when the Command for Jihad was revealed

Allah mentions that the believers were hoping that Jihad
would be legislated. But when Alldh ordained it, many of the
people turned back, as Allah says,

S e o G i B WA Ll AT A B A 5 5
pER e G R KR R O P P Rac e

&5 5 5 G 3 T 0 08 GO B o gl ) BA
¢Have you not seen those who were told : ‘Restrain your hands
(from fighting), establish the Saldh, and give Zakah." But then
when fighting was ordained for them, you find a party of them
fearing the people as they fear Allah or more. They said: "Our
Lord! Why have You decreed fighting upon us? If only You
have postponed us for a short period.” Say: *‘The enjoyment of
this world is little. The Hereafter is far better for him who had

Taqwa of (Allah), and you will not be dealt with unjustly, even
as much as a thin thread (inside a date’s pit).” $(4:77)

Similarly, Allah says here,
€5 5 9 e S 3

4Those who believe say: “Why is not a Siirah sent down (for
us)?"'y

means, a Surah containing an order to fight. Then He says,
G, S 555 e g Gl 2 el % S 8 S

G 5 e i 15

4But now that a decisive Siirah is sent down mentioning

fighting, you can see those in whose hearts is disease looking at
you with the look of one who is about to faint for fear of death.p

meaning, due to their fear, terror, and cowardice concerning
meeting the enemies. Alldh then encourages them by saying,

€35 55, %0 T 6
&But it was better for them, obedience and good words.»
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which means that it would have been better for them to listen
and obey in that present situation.

o

¢When the matter (of fighting) is resolved.» which means when the
situation becomes serious and the time of fighting truly arrives.
€ i 5

¢if they had been true to Allih,» meaning, by making their
intentions sincerely for Him.

€5 62 %9
<it would have been better for themp Allah then says,

¢So would you perhaps, if you turned awayy meaning, from Jihad
and you withdrew from it.

K S T 5 L S
¢spread corruption on earth, and sever your ties of kinship?»

which means, would you then go back to your old practices of
the time of ignorance: shedding blood and severing kinship
ties? Allah then says,

ek L% AL A 4 o A8l

4Such are the ones whom Allah has cursed, so He has made
them deaf and blinded their vision.»

This involves a general prohibition of spreading corruption on
earth, and a specific prohibition of severing the ties of kinship.
In fact, Allah has commanded the people to establish
righteousness on earth, as well as to join the ties of kinship by
treating the relatives well in speech, actions, and spending
wealth in charity. Many authentic and sound Hadiths have
been reported through numerous routes of transmission from
Allah’s Messenger in this regard. Al-Bukhari recorded from
Abu Hurayrah, may Allah be pleased with him, that Allah’s
Messenger # said,

NES ISR I AT P I g5 Gl Gl s G it
S 5 VI G 08 i 2 &1y B 2 B8 120G WG 10
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ol 1% 106 (o 1236 el 1 iy s 1r g

tAfter Allah completed creating the creation, the womb stood
up and pulled at the lower garment of the Most Merciful. He
said, 'Stop that!" It replied, 'My stand here is the stand of one
seeking refuge in you from severance of ties." Allah said,
"Would it not please you that I join whoever joins you and sever
whoever severs you?' It replied, 'Yes indeed!" He said, 'You are
granted that!’s

Abu Hurayrah then added, “Read if you wish:
T P S 3 b S 2 o 5 5
¢So would you perhaps, if you turned away, spread corruption
on earth, and sever your ties of kinship?$”

Then Al-Bukhari recorded it with another wording which
states that the Messenger of Allah i said,

MR PR A A ih R SRRy s 15tk g
aimRSCl i BNT g bAS o A5 o A2 JP (e o) i

«Read if you wish: ¢So would you perhaps, if you turned
away, spread corruption on earth, and sever your ties of
kinship?¥»

Muslim also recorded it.

Imam Ahmad recorded from Abu Bakrah, may Alldh be
pleased with him, that Allah’s Messenger # said:

S ala E UL 5 EE g BT B

o 3hd S G iV

tNo sin deserves that Allah hasten its punishment in the

worldly life, in addition to what He reserves in the Hereafter for

those who commit it, more than injustice and severance of the

ties of kinship "]

This was also recorded by Abu Dawud, At-Tirmidhi, and Ibn
Majah. At-Tirmidhi said, “This Hadith is Sahih.”?! Imam

Ahmad recorded from Thawban, may Allah be pleased with
him, that Allah’s Messenger i said,

(11 Ahmad 5:38.
2l Abu Dawud 5:208, Tuhfat Al-Ahwadhi 7:213, Ibn Majah 2:1408.



110 Tafstr Ibn Kathir

) Jalh 5 o BEG g o e
tWhoever likes for his life to be extended, and his provision
increased, let him connect his tes of kinship !'l

Ahmad was alone in recording this narration, but it has a
supporting narration in the Sahih.
Imam Ahmad recorded from ‘Abdullah bin ‘Amr, may Alldh
be pleased with him, that Allah’s Messenger ¥ said,
P Wi TR < PR 34 | W O ey Ul o Bp

o) Lo S

«Verily, the womb is attached to the Throne. And connecting
its ties does not mean dealing evenly (with the kinsfolk), but it
rather means that if one’s kinsfolk sever the ties, he connects
them »1?)
This Hadith was also recorded by Al-Bukhari.
Ahmad also recorded from ‘Abdullah bin ‘Amr, may Allah be
pleased with him, that Allah’s Messenger # said,

(g glb oLl (I8 g (£ B2 @ Bgd g et (3
«The womb will be placed on the Day of Resurrection, curved
like a spinning wheel, speaking with an eloquent fluent tongue,

calling to severing whoever had severed it, and joining whoever
had joined it o3

Imdm Ahmad recorded from ‘Abdullih bin ‘Amr, may Allih
be pleased with him, that Allah’s Messenger # said,
S PIPEA | By P SES S (I N VS TIRRERI TR ES AR I
«The merciful ones will be granted mercy from the Most
Merciful. Have mercy on those on earth - the One above the

heavens will then have mercy on you. And Ar-Rahim (the
womb) is from Ar-Rahman, so whoever joins it, it joins him;

1) Ahmad 5:279, and similar with Al-Bukhari 5985.
12) Fath Al-Bari 10:437, and Ahmad 2:163.
Bl Ahmad 2:189.
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and whoever severs it, it severs him !

Abu Dawud and At-Tirmidhi both recorded this Hadith and
it has been reported with continuous chains of transmission.
At-Trimidhi said, “Hasan Sahih.”® There are numerous other
Hadiths in this regard.

55 B B U O B A ol A SO 5 5B
A Lot wopds 2 o @l A4 cps KA
€24. Will they not then reflect upon the Qur'an, or are there
locks upon their hearts?%

425. Verily, those who have turned back as disbelievers after
guidance had become clear to them - Shaytin has enticed them
and filled them with false hopes.y

426. That is because they said to those who hate what Alldh has
sent down: “We will obey you in part of the matter.”” And
Allah knows their secrets.p

§27. Then how (will it be) when the angels will take their souls
at death, striking their faces and their backs?$

€28. That is because they followed that which angered Allah
and hated what earns His pleasure, so He rendered their deeds
worthless .

The Command to reflect upon the Qur’an

Commanding the people to reflect and ponder upon the
Qur’an, and prohibiting them from turning away from it, Allah
says,

CHUE o8 § A U G 5

§WIill they not then reflect upon the Qur'an, or are there locks
upon their hearts?y

11 Ahmad 2:160.
121 Abu Dawud 5:231, and Tuhfat Al-Ahwadhi 6:51.
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means, there indeed are locks upon some hearts, firmly
closing them so that none of its meanings can reach them. Ibn
Jarir recorded from Hisham bin Urwah, from his father, may
Allah be pleased with him, that Allah’s Messenger i once
recited this Ayah,

LY JGH ol B AV ICAR 5 Sip

¢Will they not then reflect upon the Qur'an, or are there locks
upon their hearts?$

and a young man from Yemen said, “Indeed, there are locks
upon them - until Allah opens them totally or slightly.” After
that Umar, may Allah be pleased with him, always liked that
young man, and kept that to himself until he became in
charge, upon which he utilized him (as a consultant).!!!

Condemning Apostasy
Allah then says,
€250 & LIS < Y

¢Verily, those who have turned backy meaning, they departed from
the faith and returned to disbelief.

P27 “Cn

L FAN S BN (A e e
¢... after guidance had become clear to them - Shaytﬁn has
enticed them$
meaning he adorned and beautified that (apostasy) for them.
€0 &5
dand filled them with false hopes.p meaning, he tempted them,
and deceived them.
wadraLK:h|:J;CLnf B 6 2L Sy
&That is because they said to those who hate what Allah sent
down : *‘We will obey your in part of the matter.” »

means, they plotted secretly with them and gave them evil
advice - as is the common practice of the hypocrites who
declare the opposite of what they conceal. Because of this,

(11 At-Tabari 22:180.
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Allah says,

5 A5
§And Allah knows their secrets.p

whatever they hide and conceal, Allah is well-acquainted with
it and He knows it. This is similar to His saying,

Sh U 2 Ay
¢€...And Allah records all that they plot by night.p (4:81)
Allah then says,
€E HaA Ll BN S 6 S8y
¢How (will it be) when the angels will take their souls at death,
striking their faces and their backs?}

That is, how their situation will be when the angels come to
take their lives, and their souls cling to their bodies, causing
the angels to extract them by force, harshness, and beating.
This is similar to Allah’s saying,
&aood; (a4 Sh s BT e B i 5 w5 P
&If you could but see when the angels take away the lives of the
disbelievers, striking their faces and their backs.p (8:50)

And His saying,
€Ll GG S0 o3 o5 5000 3 55 5P

&If you could but see when the wrongdoers are in the agonies of
death, while the angels extend their handsy (6:93).

meaning, to beat them.
A SR E o 2 g o ok il et 25T

418 G880 il 5

¢(saying): ‘"'Deliver your souls! This day you will be
recompensed with the torment of degradation because of what

you used to utter against Allah other than the truth, and
because you used to arrogantly reject His signs.”’d (6:93)

-,

Because of the above, Allah says,
G B 4505, th e B AT TS 2L <y

iYA
% ’
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spery \ ¢That is because they

pursued what angered
Allah and disliked what
earns His pleasure, so
He rendered their deeds
worthless .

a3 Sl L2 B
SN T § R
goE g A
B Gl K fugdi
429. Or do those in
whose hearts is a dis-
ease, think that Allah
will not expose their ill-
wills?p

€30. Had We so willed,

We could have shown

them clearly to you, so that you would know them by their marks;
but you will know them by the tone of their speech! And Allah knows

(all) your deeds.

¢31. And We will surely, try you until We know those who strive
among you and the patient, and We will put to a test all your

affairs.p

Exposing the Hidden Secret of the Hypocrites

Allah says,
o Sty -i

Wk dd if aplla Gl 2 B

€Or do those in whose hearts is disease think that Allah would

never expose their ill-wills?$

meaning, do the hypocrites think that Allah will not expose
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their affair to His believing servant? Yes indeed, He will expose
their affair and manifest it so that those with insight will be
able to understand it. In that regard, Allah revealed Sturah
Bara’ah (or At-Tawbah), in which He clarified the hypocrites’
scandals, and pinpointed their practices that are indicative of
their hypocrisy. Because of that, this Sarah (Surah Bard’ah} is
also called “The Exposer”. Adghdn is the plural of Dighn,
which means what the souls harbor of envy and hatred toward
Islam and its people who support it.

Alldh then says,

£ RO ERD D S e R 1
| JARRRRAC I IR IR

¢Had We so willed, We could have shown then clearly to you,
so that you would know them by their marks.»

Allah is telling His Messenger #, “Had We willed, O
Muhammad, We would have shown you the specific
individuals who are hypocrites, so that you would plainly
know them.” However, Allih did not do that in regard to all of
the hypocrites. He conceals His creation, lets their affairs run
according to apparent purity, and leaves the inner secrets to
the One Who is well aware of them.

Allah then adds,

€ N g HEEY
4But you will know them by the tone of their speech!®
which means, ‘you will know them by their speech that reveals
their intentions.” A person declares his association through the
context and meaning of his words — as the Commander of the
faithful ‘Uthman bin ‘Affan, may Allah be pleased with him,
said, “Never would one conceal a secret but Alldh will expose it
by the look on his face and the uncontrolled words of his

tongue.”
Allah then says,

¢SSP

¢And We will surely try youp meaning, ‘We will surely test you
with commands and prohibitions.’

5 55 Gpedtly K ugsl 5 EP
quntil We know those who strive among you and the patient,
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and We will put to a test all your affairs.p

There is absolutely no doubt that Allah’s knowledge precedes
the occurrence of all events. In this Ayah, “until We know”
means ‘until We know of its occurrence.” This is why Ibn
‘Abbas said in regard to this and similar texts, “Except so that
We may know, means, so that We may see.”

1% o of 8 52 C 5 e B2 G5 0 2 5 LA 0K Gl G
(VSRR IR PN AR PR R O e LA Gl O B L
o 0 S B SR B0 F g 2 VA R ol ) i K

CHEL Ky 5 S AT 2 5 ) B g %

€32. Verily, those who disbelieve, and hinder from the path of
Allah, and oppose the Messenger, after the guidance has been
clearly shown to them, they will not harm Alldh in the least,
but He will make their deeds fruitless,

¢33. O you who believe! Obey Allah, and obey the Messenger
and invalidate not your deeds.

¢34. Verily, those who disbelieved and obstructed others from
the path of Allah and then died as disbelievers - never will
Allah not forgive them .y

€35. So do not lose heart and beg for peace while you are
superior. Alldh is with you and He will never deprive you of
(the reward of) your deeds.p

Nullifying the Disbelievers’ Deeds and the Command to
chase Them

Allah then informs about those who disbelieve, obstruct others
from the path of Allah, oppose the Messenger # and contend
with him, and revert from the faith after guidance has become
clear to them. He indicates that those people can never harm
Allah in the least, and rather they only harm themselves and
become losers on the Day of Resurrection. He will nullify their
deeds. Allah will not reward them even the weight of a
mosquito (i.e., the smallest thing) for any good that they did
before their apostasy, but would instead totally invalidate and
destroy it. Their apostasy wipes away their good deeds entirely,
just as the good deeds would normally wipe away the evil
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deeds. Imam Ahmad Ibn Nasr Al-Marwazi reported in Kitab
As-Salah (the Book of Prayer) that Aba Al-‘Aliyah said, “The
Prophet’s Companions used to think that no sin would harm a
person who says ‘La ilaha illallah,’ just as no good deed would
benefit a person who joins partners with Allah. So Allah
revealed,

KA T 3250 Wl
¢Obey Allih and obey the Messenger and do not invalidate
your deeds.p

This made them fear that some sins could nullify their
deeds.”!!

It has also been reported from Ibn Umar, may Allidh be
pleased with him, that he said, “We, the Companions of
Allah’s Messenger &, used to think that good deeds would all
be accepted, until Allah revealed,

€S0 TS ) S0 LA
4¢Obey Allah and obey the Messenger and do not invalidate
your deeds.p

So we asked each other: ‘What is it that can nullify our
deeds?’ So we said, The major sins, great offenses that require
admission into the Fire and immoral sins.” But then Allah
revealed,

4HE 0 G5 65 U RS BB S B Y AT

¢Verily, Allah does not forgive joining partners with Him in
worship, but He forgives except that to whom He wills.p (4:48)

After this was revealed, we ceased saying that. We thereafter
continued to fear for those who committed great sins and
immoral sins and to have hope for those who did not.”?

Then, Allah commands His believing servants to obey Him
and His Messenger #, which would result in their happiness
in this worldly life and the Hereafter. He also prohibits them
from apostasy, because that would result in the nullification of
their deeds. Thus He says,

'l As-Salah by Al-Marwazi 2 :645.
12l Ag-Salah by Al-Marwazi 2 :646.
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dand do not invalidate your deeds.p meaning, by apostasy. Thus,
Allah says after this,

v, o vy 2 [P
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¢Verily, those who disbelieved and obstructed others from the
path of Allah and then died as disbelievers - never will Allah
forgive them .y

This is similar to His saying,
S L a2 - o, Ao, NE I S
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&Verily, Allah does not forgive joining partners with Him in
worship, but He forgives except that to whom He wills.y (4:48)

Allah then addresses His believing servants by saying,
€26 sip

4So do not lose heartp meaning, do not be weak concerning
the enemies.

€21 8 5

4and beg for peacep meaning, compromise, peace, and ending the
fighting between you and the disbelievers while you are in a
position of power, both in great numbers and preparations.
Thus, Alldh says,
G 2 0 5 2

¢So do not lose heart and beg for peace while you are

superior .»
meaning, in the condition of your superiority over your enemy.
If, on the other hand, the disbelievers are considered more
powerful and numerous than the Muslims, then the Imam
(general commander) may decide to hold a treaty if he judges
that it entails a benefit for the Muslims. This is like what
Allah’s Messenger # did when the disbelievers obstructed him
from entering Makkah and offered him treaty in which all
fighting would stop between them for ten years. Consequently,
he i agreed to that.
Allah then says:
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¢And Allah is with youp This contains the good news of victory
and triumph over the enemies.

KA K5 5y
¢and He will never deprive you of (the reward of) your deeds.»

meaning, Allah will never invalidate your deeds, nullify them,
or deprive you of them, but rather He will give you your
rewards complete, without any reduction.” And Allah knows
best.
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€36. This worldly life is only amusement and diversion. And if
you believe and have Taqwa of Allah, He will grant you your
rewards, and will not ask from you (to sacrifice all of) your
possessions .y

€37. If He would demand of you all of it and urge you, you
would withhold. And He will expose your (secret) ill-wills.p

¢38. Here you are now invited to spend in Allah's cause; but
among you are those who withhold (stingily). And whoever acts
stingily is but stingy toward himself. For Allah is indeed free of
needs, while you are the needy. And if you turn away, He will
replace you with other people; then they will not be like you.p

Showing the Triviality of the Worldly Life and
encouraging Spending

Expressing the insignificance and worthlessness of the worldly
life, Allah says,
€5 25 G tgr
4This worldly life is only amusement and diversion .

which means that such is its outcome, except for that which
is done for the sake of Allah. Because of this, Allah says,
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¢And if you believe and have Taqwa of Allah, He will grant

you your rewards, and will not ask from you (to sacrifice all of)
your possessions.p

meaning, He is in no need of you, and asks you for nothing.
He only ordained giving charity from your wealth so that you
would help your needy brothers. The benefit of that would
then come back to you, as well as the rewards.

Allah then says,

QU s GRS o)
4If He would demand of you all of it and urge you, you would
withhold .3
meaning, if He pressures you much, you would become stingy.

R ¢ 5p
¢And He will expose your (secret) ill-wills.$ Qatadah said, “Allah
knows that extracting wealth (i.e., money from people) brings
about ill-wills.”!] Indeed, Qatadah has said the truth, because
money is dear to the people, and they do not spend it except in
things that are dearer to them than it.
Allah then says,
€50 el g o Ve o S 2y
¢Here you are now invited to spend in Allah's cause; but
among you are those who withhold (stingily).»

meaning, they refuse to spend. Alldh continues,
€ 2 B O 05
¢And whoever acts stingily is but stingy toward himself.»

meaning, he only reduces his own rewards, and the bad
outcome of that will come back to him.

€ G5
¢For Allah is indeed Al-Ghani®
Allah is in need of nothing else, whereas everything is ever in
m ‘Abdur-Razzaq 3:224.
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need of Him. Thus, Allah says,

4while you are the needy.y

meaning, specifically of Him. The description of Allah as Al-
Ghani (in no need) is a necessary description of Allah; on the
other hand, the description of the creation as Fagr (needy) is a
necessary description for them that they cannot avoid.

Allah then says,

¢And if you turn away,$ which means, if you turn away from
obeying Him and adhering to His Laws.

XIET GRS 3 K5 05 10
¢He will replace you with other people; then they will not be
like you.»
meaning, rather, they will be people who will listen to Him and
obey His commands.

This concludes the Tafsir of Surat Al-Qitdl. And Allah is
worthy of all praise and gratitude.
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