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The Tafsir of Sirah Fatir
(Chapter - 35)
Which was revealed in Makkah
= Ay
In the Name of Allah, the Most Gracious, the Most Merciful.
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41. All praise is due to Allah, Fatir of the heavens and the
earth, Who made the angels messengers with wings, two or

three or four. He increases in creation what He wills. Verily,
Allah is Able to do all things.3

The Power of Allah

Ibn ‘Abbéas, may Allah be pleased with him, said, “I did not
know what Fatir As-Samawdti wal-Ard meant until two
bedouins came to me disputing over a well. One of them said
to his companion, ‘Ana Fatartuhd,” meaning, 1 started it.”1!
Ibn ‘Abbas, may Allah be pleased with him, also said,

il oHET Lip
&Fatir of the heavens and the earth,»

means, “The Originator of the heavens and the earth.”? Ad-
Dahhak said, “Every time the phrase Fatir As-Samawati wal-
Ard is used in the Qur’'an, it means the Creator of the heavens
and the earth.”®

2 KAH pid
¢Who made the angels messengersp means, between Him
and His Prophets.

' Ad-Durr Al-Manthir 7:3.
12l Ad-Durr Al-Manthir 7 :3.
13} Ad-Durr Al-Manthir 7:3.
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¢with wingsp means, with which they fly to convey quickly that
which they have been commanded to convey.

¢two or three or four.» means, among them are some who have
two wings, some have three and some who have four. Some
have more than that, as stated in the Hadith mentioning that
the Messenger of Alldh #5 saw Jibril, peace be upon him, on
the Night of the Isra’ with six hundred wings. Between each
pair of wings was a distance like that between the east and
the west.!'! Allah says:

06 B X FE YO A5

¢He increases in creation what He wills. Verily, Allah is Able
to do all things.»

As-Suddi said, “He increases their wings and creates them as
He wills.”?
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€2. Whatever of mercy, Allah may grant to mankind, none can

withhold it; and whatever He may withhold, none can grant it
thereafter. And He is the Almighty, the All-Wise.$

None can withhold the Mercy of Allih

Allah tells us that what He wills, happens, and what He does
not will, does not happen. None can give what He withholds,
and none can withhold what He gives.

Imam Ahmad recorded that Warrad, the freed slave of Al-
Mughirah bin Shu‘bah, said, “Mu‘dwiyah wrote to Al-Mughirah
bin Shu‘bah, saying, ‘Write for me what you heard from the
Messenger of Allah %.’ So Al-Mughirah called me and I wrote
for him: T heard the Messenger of Allah # say when he
finished praying,

M Fath Al-Bari 6:361.
12l Ad-Durr Al-Manthiir 7 4.
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tThere is no god (worthy of worship) except Allah alone, with
no partner or associate. To Him be praise and dominion, and
He is able to do all things. O Allah, there is none who can
withhold what You give, and none can give what You
withhold, and and good fortune and richness in anything
cannot benefit one against Your will .»

‘And I heard him forbid gossiping, asking tco many questions
and wasting money, burying girls alive, disobeying one’s
mother, and withholding from others while asking from
them.”!! This was also recorded by Al-Bukhari and Muslim,
with several chain of narration.”?!

It was recorded in Sahih Muslim that Abu Sa‘id Al-Khudri,
may Allah be pleased with him, said, “When the Messenger of
Allah ¢ raised his head from bowing, he would say:
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tAllah hears those who praise Him. O Allah, our Lord, to You
be praise, filling the heavens and the earth, and filling whatever
You wish besides. O Allah, the One deserving praise and glory.
The truest words that any servant says - and all of us are Your
servants — are: O Allah, there is none who can withhold what
You give, and none can give what You withhold, and no
wealth or majesty can benefit anyone against Your will v

This Ayah is like the Ayah:

4.:;_::.1;5%,3g3;;g;3;il,ﬁaéx:;—,%;;ﬁia;;:;aw
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¢And if Allah touches you with harm, there is none who can
remove it but He; and if He intends any good for you, there is
none who can repel His favory (10:107).

1l Ahmad 4:250.
2l Fath Al-Bari 2:378 11:137, 521, Muslim 1:414, 415.
31 Muslim 1:347.
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&And there are many

similar Ayat.
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43. ®) mankind!

Remember the grace of
Allah upon you! Is there
any creator other than
Allah who provides for
you from the sky (rain)
and the earth? La ilaha
illa Huwa. How then
are you turning away
(from Him)?»

The Evidence of
Tawhid

Allah shows His
servants that they

should worship Him Alone, for just as He is Independent in
His power of creation and provision, so He should be
worshipped Alone with no partners or associates such as idols
and false gods. So Allah says:

¢k H 2N

¢La ilaha illa Huwa. How then are you turning away (from

Him)?%

meaning, ‘how can you turn away from Him after this has
been made clear and this proof has been made obvious, but
you still worship idols and false gods?’ And Allah knows best.
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¢4. And if they deny you, so were Messengers denied before
you. And to Allah return all matters .

€5. O mankind! Verily, the promise of Allah is true. So, let
not this present life deceive you, and let not the chief deceiver
deceive you about Allah.

46. Surely, Shaytan is an enemy to you, so take (treat) him as
an enemy. He only invites his followers that they may become
the dwellers of the blazing Fire.»

Consolation in the fact that the previous Messengers
were denied, and a reminder of the Resurrection

Allah says: ‘Even if these idolators who associate others with
Allah disbelieve in you, O Muhammad, and go against the
Message of Tawhid that you have brought, you have an
example in the Messengers who came before you.’ They also
brought a clear Message to their people and told them to
worship Allah alone, but their people denied them and went
against them.

AT &5 50 Jip
¢And to Allah return all matters (for decision).p
means, ‘We will requite them for that in full.’ Then Allah says:
€& 55y 08 U
4O mankind! Verily, the promise of Allah is true.p
meaning the Resurrection will undoubtedy come to pass.

QA AN (5
€50, let not this present life deceive you,$
means, ‘this life is as nothing in compare to the great good
that Allah has promised to His close friends and the followers
of His Messengers, so do not let these transient attractions
distract you from that which is lasting.’

3 Lose 2.

355 G 2 s
¢and let not the chief deceiver deceive you about Allah.»
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This refers to Shaytdn, as stated by Ibn ‘Abbas,!"! may Allah
be pleased with him. Meaning, do not let the Shaytan tempt
you and divert you away from following the Messengers of
Allah and believing what they say, for he is the chief deceiver
and arch-liar. This Ayah is like the Ayah that appears at the
end of Siirah Lugman:

3030 G = N G LT S Sy
¢let not then this (worldly) present life deceive you, nor let the
chief deceiver deceive you about Allahp (31:33).

Then Allah tells us of the enmity of Iblis towards the sons of
Adam:
IR A RS

¢Surely, Shaytan is an enemy to you, so take (treat) him as an

enemy.p
meaning, ‘he has declared his enmity towards you, so be even
more hostile towards him, oppose him and do not believe the
things with which he tries to tempt you.’

i A 5 5K B R G
¢He only invites his followers that they may become the
dwellers of the blazing Fire.y

means, ‘he only wants to misguide you so that you will enter
the blazing Fire with him.’ This is a manifest enemy, and we
ask Allah, the All-Powerful and Almighty to make us enemies
of Shaytan and to make us followers of the Book of Alldh and
of the way of His Messengers. For He is able to do whatever
He wills and He will respond to all supplication. This is like
the Ayah:
S P R i ) A Y baAS A o iy
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¢And (remember) when We said to the angels: 'Prostrate
yourselves unto Adam.” So they prostrated themselves except
Iblis. He was one of the Jinn; he disobeyed the command of his
Lord. Will you then take him (Iblis) and his offspring as

(11 At-Tabari 20:438.
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protectors and helpers rather than Me while they are enemies to
you? What an evil is the exchange for the wrongdoers.p
(18:50)
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47. Those who disbelieve, theirs will be a severe torment; and
those who believe and do righteous good deeds, theirs will be
forgiveness and a great reward .

¢8. Is he, then, to whom the evil of his deeds is made
fairseeming, so that he considers it as good? Verily, Allah sends
astray whom He wills, and guides whom He wills. So destroy

not yourself in sorrow for them. Truly, Allah is the All-Knower
of what they do!»

The Punishment of the Disbeliever and the Reward of
the Believer on the Day of Resurrection

Having stated that the ultimate destiny of the followers of Iblis
will be the blazing Fire, Allah then tells us that for those who
disbelieve there will be a severe punishment. This is because
they obeyed the Shaytdn and disobeyed Ar-Rahman. And He
tells us that those who believed in Allah and His Messengers

€t A1 )
¢and do righteous good deeds, theirs will be forgivenessy
meaning, from whatever sins they did,
€55
¢and a great reward.p for the good deeds that they did. Then
Allah says:
€ 1G5 2 S
&ls he, then, to whom the evil of his deeds is made fairseeming,
so that he considers it as good?}

meaning, ‘such as disbelievers or immoral persons who do evil
deeds and believe that they are doing something good, i.e., a
person who is like that has been misguided by Allah, so what
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can you do for him? You cannot help him at all.’
€ e T 5 IR H 5
¢Verily, Allah sends astray whom He wills and guides whom
He wills.$ means according to His decree.
4So destroy not yourself in sorrow for them .y

means, do not grieve about that, for Allah is Wise in His
decree and He leaves astray whomsoever He leaves astray, and
He guides whomsoever He guides, and in doing so He has
perfect knowledge and wisdom. Allah says:
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¢Truly, Allah is the All-Knower of what they do!%
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49. And it is Allah Who sends the winds, so that they raise up
the clouds, and We drive them to a dead land, and revive
therewith the earth after its death. As such (will be) the

Resurrection!p

€10. Whosoever desires Al-‘Izzah then to Allah belongs Al-
‘Izzah. To Him ascend the good words, and the righteous deeds
exalt it, but those who plot evils, theirs will be a severe
torment. And the plotting of such will perish.p

€11. And Allah did create you from dust, then from Nutfah,™
then He made you pairs. And no female conceives or gives birth
but with His knowledge. And no aged man is granted a length
of life nor is a part cut off from his life, but is in a Book.
Surely, that is easy for Allah.}
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1 See volume six, the explanation of Sirat Al-Hajj 22 :4, and Strat Al-

Mu’mintin 23 :13 in volume six.
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Evidence of Life after Death

Often Allah refers to the Resurrection by using the analogy of
the earth coming back to life after it has died, as in the
beginning of Surat Al-Hajj, where He urges His servants to
draw the lesson of the former from the latter. For the earth is
dead and lifeless, with nothing growing in it, then He sends to
it clouds which bring water, which He sends down upon it,

dott g Fm o S 5 D)
&it is stirred (to life), and it swells and puts forth every lovely
kind (of growth)y (22:5).
So too, when Allah wishes to resurrect the bodies, He will
send rain from beneath the Throne which will cover the whole
earth, and the bodies will grow in their graves like seeds grow
in the earth. It says in the Sahih:

.3 %0 . oo s 4% PR\ P T
OIS Ly G e (SN GSE V) o 4T 6

tEvery part of the son of Adam will disintegrate apart from the
coccyx, from which he was created and from him he will be
made anew '

Allah says:
€350 4y
¢As such (will be) the Resurrection!y According to the Hadith of
Abu Razin: “I said, ‘O Messenger of Allah, how will Allih bring
the dead back to life? What is the sign of that in His creation?’
He i said:
Was iy 55 5 el W sty Sine Gl s W
O Abu Razin, do you not pass through the valley of your

people (and see it) arid and barren, then you pass through it
(and see it) stirred (to life) and green?»

I said, Yes.’ He # said:
';}j\ &l b.‘?;"; ¢U.x§n
“Thus will Allah bring the dead back to life s

M Muslim 4:2271.
2l Ahmad 4:12.
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Honor, Power and Glory in this World and in the
Hereafter come only by obeying Allah

§Cs T BEF A

§Whosoever desires Al-'Izzah then to Allah belongs all Al-

‘Izzah.$
means, whoever desires honor, power and glory in this world
and the next, let him be obedient towards Allah, may He be
exalted. This will help him reach his goal, for Allah is the
Sovereign of this world and the Hereafter, and to Him belong
all honor, power and glory. This is like the Ayat:

g sL e g2 LT e & opts - e o A G K
5 N5 TR Ake S Geal 08 o AW ST B35 S

Ois ~
Al

§Those who take disbelievers for protectors instead of believers,
do they seek Al-'Izzah with them? Verily, then to Allah belongs
all honor, power and glory.$ (4:139)

¢ gz s 3, Terde - -
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§And let not their speech grieve you, for all Al-'Izzah belongs
to Allah¥ (10:65).

&5 ¥ 2wt ESE Gty Lty Sl 4GP

&But Al-'Izzah belongs to Allah, and to His Messenger, and to
the believers, but the hypocrites know noty (63:8).

Mujahid said:
LI Ay K o

§Whosoever desires Al-'Izzahy means, by worshipping idols,

§then to Allah belongs Al-'Izzahp.!"!
€r NGB K S
§Whosoever desires Al-‘Izzah then to Allah belongs Al-'Izzah.»
means, let him seek honor, power and glory through obeying

1] At-Tabari 20:443.
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Allah, may He be glorified.!"!

Righteous Deeds ascend to Allih
€ K0 L Gy

4To Him ascend the good words,» means, words of remembrance,
recitation of Qur'an, and supplications. This was the view of
more than one of the Salaf.

Ibn Jarir recorded that Al-Mukhariq bin Sulaym said that
“Abdulldh bin Mastd, may Allah be pleased with him, said to
them, “If we tell you a Hadith, we will bring you proof of it
from the Book of Allah. When the Muslim servants says, ‘Glory
and praise be to Allah, there is no god worthy of worship
except Allah, Allah is Most Great and blessed be Alldh,” an
angel takes these words and puts them under his wing, then
he ascends with them to the heaven. He does not take them
past any group of angels but they seek forgiveness for the one
who said them, until he brings them before Allah, may He be
glorified.” Then ‘Abdullah, may Allah be pleased with him,
recited:

R o S oD R 5 Sy
€To Him ascend the good words, and the righteous deeds exalt
it>.n[2]
Imam Ahmad recorded that An-Nu‘méan bin Bashir, may Allah
be pleased with him, said, “The Messenger of Allah # said:
PG A5 et 0,805 S e 0 Y G @0 5,280 Gl
Vo83t Sog W gl 285 (g ()38 &3 B4 2ot 035
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«Those who remember Allah and glory Allah by saying, 'Glory
be to Allah, Allah is most Great, all praise is due to Allah and
La ilaha illallah, these words go around the Throne buzzing like

bees, mentioning those who said them. Would one g’ you not
like to have something with Allah mentioning him?»4>!

(' At-Tabari 20:444.
[2I' At-Tabari 20:444 .
Bl Ahmad 4 :268.
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This was also recorded by Ibn Majah.!'!

€257 st S0y

tand the righteous deeds exalt itp. ‘Ali bin Abi Talhah reported
that Ibn ‘Abbas, may Alldh be pleased with him, said, “The good
word is the remembrance of Allah, may He be exalted, which is
taken up to Alldh, and the righteous deed is the performance of
obligatory duties. Whoever remembers Allah when doing an
obligatory duty, his deed carries his remembrance of Allah and
takes it up to Allah, may He be exalted. Whoever remembers
Allah and does not perform the obligatory duties, his words will
be rejected, as will his deed.”?

$olil 5,85 Sty

¢but those who plot evils,3 Mujahid, Sa‘id bin Jubayr and Shahr
bin Hawshab said, “This refers to those who show off by their
actions,”® i.e., they deccive the people by giving the impression
that they are obeying Allah, when in fact they are hated by
Allah for showing off. Allah says:

£ 3 ad xR 2k

gtheirs will be severe torment. And the plotting of such will
perish.»

meaning, it will fail and vanish, for their reality is apparent
from up close to those who have insight and wisdom. No one
conceals a secret but Allah will cause it to become known, on
his face or by a slip of the tongue, or He will cause the person
to wear it like a cloak (so that everyone will see it). If it is
good, then the consequences will be good, and if it is bad,
then the consequences will be bad. The person who shows off
cannot continue to deceive anyone but the fool, but the
believers who have insight are not deceived by that; from up
close, they soon discover it. And nothing at all can be hidden
from the Knower of the Unseen (Allah).

1l 1bn Majah 2:1252.
) At-Tabari 20:445.
B At-Tabari 20:447.
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Allah is the Creator and Knower of the Unseen

4¢And Allah did create you from dust, then from Nutfah,3

means, He initiated the creation of your father Adam from
dust, then He created his offspring from semen of worthless
water.

i K 5

¢then He made you pairs.y means, male and female, as a
kindness and a mercy from Him, He gave you partners from
your own kind, that you may find repose in them.

Gl A ETHL LG
$And no female conceives or gives birth but with His
knowledge .%

means, He knows about that and nothing is hidden from Him
at all, but,

. % T4 o L Jfre A2, L2 - Lo B g 24 ez
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4not a leaf falls, but He knows it. There is not a grain in the
darkness of the earth nor anything fresh or dry, but is written
in a8 Clear Record.y (6:59)
We have already discussed in this respect in the Ayah:

e b S 3F W PN Gud G 31 Beo 52 ¢ i 5
¢Allah knows what every female bears, and by how much the
wombs fall short or exceed. Everything with Him is in (due)
proportion. All-Knower of the unseen and the seen, the Most
Great, the Most High.p (13:8-9).

LI .3 P T T L Plur yov
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¢And no aged man is granted a length of life nor is a part cut
off from his life, but is in a Book.p

means, some of those sperm are granted a long life, which He
knows and it is recorded witl, Him in the First Book.
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€ 5 s TP
&nor is a part cut off from his life,p Here the pronoun (his) refers
to mankind in general, not to a specific person, because the
long life which is recorded in the Book and is known by Allah
will not be cut off. It was reported via Al-‘Awfi that Ibn ‘Abbas
said concerning the Ayah,

€5 S EB L G w2 o g Y L 20
¢And no aged man is granted a length of life nor is a part cut
off from his life, but is in a Book. Surely, that is easy for
Allah.»

There is no one for whom Allah has decreed a long life but he
will reach the age that has been decreed for him. When he
reaches the time that has been decreed for him, he will not
surpass it. And there is no one for whom Alldh has decreed a
short life but it will end when he reaches the age that has
been decreed for him. Allah says:

o ol E YL 3V 02 5 NP

¢nor is a part cut off from his life, but is in a Book. Surely,
that is easy for Allah.

He said, “That is recorded in a Book with Him.”! This was
also the view of Ad-Dahhak bin Muziahim. On the other hand,
some of them said, “The phrase

¢l L0
¢And no aged man is granted a length of lifep

means, what He decrees for him of life, and

i o S GY
4nor is a part cut off from his lifep means, his time is constantly
decreasing. All of this is known to Allah year after year, month
after month, week after week, day after day, hour after hour.
Everything is written with Allah in His Book.” This was reported
by Ibn Jarir from Abu Malik,?! and was also the view of As-

1l At-Tabari 20:447.
(2l At-Tabari 20:447.
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\\, Suddi and ‘Ata’ Al-

Khurasani.

In the Tafsir of this
Ayah, An-Nasa’i
recorded that Anas
bin Malik, may Alldh
be pleased with him,
said, “I heard the
Messenger of Allah i

. . 13 ) £ oy
e 9;' b_fg 4., L"‘"‘l}
. .
Yooz,

«Whoever would like to
have ample provision
and a long life, let him
uphold  the ties of
kinship ™11

It was also recorded
by Al-Bukhari,
Muslim and Abu
Dawud.!?

€O i Jo oS i)

4Surely, that is easy for Allih.» means, that is very easy for Him,
and He has detailed knowledge of all His creation, for His
knowledge encompasses all things, and nothing at all is hidden

from Him.
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¢12. And the two seas (kinds of water) are not alike: this is
palatable, sweet and pleasant to drink, and that is salty and

1 An-Nas&’i in Al-Kubrd 6:438.

12 Fath Al-Bari 4 :553, Muslim 4 :1982, Abu Dawud 2:321.
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bitter. And from them both you eat fresh tender meat (fish),
and derive the ornaments that you wear. And you see the ships
cleaving, that you may seek of His bounty, and that you may
give thanks.»

The Blessings and Signs of Alldh

Allah says, pointing out His mighty power in creating different
things, how He has created the two seas (kinds of water). The
fresh, palatable sea (kind of water) refers to the rivers which
flow among people, rivers great and small according to people’s
needs in all regions and areas and lands. This water is sweet
and palatable for whoever wants to drink it.

GO B G5y
dand that is salty and bitter.y means, unpalatable. This is the
ocean in which the big ships sail, and is salty and undrinkable.
Allah says:
o Ay
¢and that is salty and bittery.»
Then Allah says:

€&t I 5t K ond
¢And from them both you eat fresh tender meat,» meaning,
fish. :

t )

€061 O 55y
4and derive the ornaments that you wear.p This is like the Ayah:
€@ &5 I o B Wi e gy
€Out of them both come out pearl and coral. Then which of the
blessings of your Lord will you both (Jinn and men) deny?®
(55:22-23).
€250 4 G 5D

¢And you see the ships cleaving,d means, they travel through it,
plowing through the water with their beak-shaped bows.
Mujahid said, “The wind drives the ships, and the wind cannot
drive any ships except the big ones.
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$that you may seek of His bounty,» means, through your journeys
to engage in trade from one land to another.

(ks Iy

dand that you may give thanks.y means, that you may give
thanks to your Lord for subjugating this mighty creation ~ the
sea — to you, so that you can travel through it as you wish and
go wherever you want, and nothing stops you; His power has
subjugated for you whatever is in the heavens and on earth,
and all of this is by His grace and mercy.
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413. He merges the night into the day, and He merges the day
info the night. And He has subjected the sun and the moon,
each runs its course for a term appointed. Such is Allah, your
Lord; His is the kingdom. And those, whom you invoke or call
upon instead of Him, own not even a Qitmir.3

¢14. If you invoke them, they hear your call; and if (in case)
they were to hear, they could not grant it to you. And on the
Day of Resurrection, they will disown your worshipping them.
And none can inform you like Him Who is the All-Knower .3

The gods of the Idolators do not even own a Qitmir

Another aspect of His perfect power and might is that He has
subjugated the night with its darkness and the day with its
light. He takes from the length of the one and adds it to the
shortness of the other, until they' become equal. Then He takes
from the latter and adds to the former, so one becomes long
and the other becomes short, so they take from one another in
summer and in winter.

L e |
4And He has subjected the sun and the moon,y
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and the stars and planets, with their light. All of them run in
their appointed courses and in the manner prescribed for
them, as decreed by the Almighty, All-Knowing.

Cros 0% . B2
A JeY w2 K P
seach runs its course for a term appointed.y means, until the Day
of Resurrection. e s sy
€3 G ey

¢Such is Allah, your Lord?» means, the One Who has done all
this is the Almighty Lord besides Whom there is no other true
God.

€555 02 5% 5P
<And those, whom you invoke or call upon instead of Him,

means, ‘the idols and false gods whom you claim to be in the
form of angels who are close to Allah,’

€asls o XD P
¢own not even a Qitmir.p Ibn ‘Abbas, may Allah be pleased with
him, Mujahid, Tkrimah, ‘Ata’, ‘Atiyah Al-‘Awfi, Al-Hasan, Qata-
dah and others said, “This is the thread that is attached to the
pit of a date.” In other words, they do not possess anything
in the heavens or on earth, not even anything equivalent to this
Qitmir. Then Allah says:
S LI T AT 0
&If you invoke them, they hear not your call ;p

means, ‘the gods upon whom you call instead of Allah, do not
hear your supplication, because they are inanimate and have
no soul in them.’

Kipesicizs
¢and if (in case) they were to hear, they could not grant it to

you.p
means, ‘they are not able to do any of the things that you ask

them for.’
¢ - - _/r.'t ot
€85 S8 LG 15y

1l At-Tabari 20:453.
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&And on the Day of Resurrection, they will disown your worshipping

them$

means, ‘they will disown you.’ This is like the Ayat:
SR A R W G P R RN

€L ity U6 A AR 260 22 g Taals

¢And who is more astray than one who calls on besides Allah,
such as will not answer him till the Day of Resurrection, and
who are (even) unaware of their calls to them? And when
mankind are gathered, they (false deities) will become their
enemies and will deny their worshipping.» (46:5-6), and

o 5 feite SO S Gt A G LU0 ST b o LAEGY
¢
¢And they have taken gods besides Allah, that they might give

them honor, power and glory. Nay, but they will deny their
worship of them, and become opponents to them.p (19:81-82)

< Ap apens 2o
as X &Y,

¢And none can inform you like Him Who is the All-Knower .»

means, no one can tell you about the consequences of things
and how they will end like the One Who is the All-Knower of
them. Qatadah said, “He is referring to Himself, may He be
blessed and exalted, for He undoubtedly tells the truth.”!!

ol ik, W of AT g0 5 0 0 0y A 28 200 ey
6 S 5 s Gl S BB B R Y e
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¢15. O mankind! it is you who stand in need of Allah. But
Allah is the Rich, Worthy of all praise.p

€16. If He willed, He could destroy you and bring about a new
creation.p

417. And that is not hard for Allah .3

1) At-Tabari 20:454.
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€18. And no bearer of burdens shall bear another's burden ; and
if one heavily laden calls another to (bear) his load, nothing of it
will be lifted even though he be near of kin. You can warn only
those who fear their Lord unseen and perform the Salah. And
he who purifies himself (from all kinds of sins), then he purifies
only for the benefit of himself. And to Allah is the Return (of
all).3

Mankind is in need of Allah, and each Person will carry
His own Burdens on the Day of Resurrection

Allgh tells us that He has no need of anyone or anything else,
but all of creation is in need of Him and is in a position of
humility before Him. He says:

€A1 ) WA 2 L0 ey
40 mankind! it is you who stand in need of Allah.»
Y

meaning, they need Him in all that they do, but He has no
need of them at all. Allah says:

ST T Gy
¢But Allah is the Rich, Worthy of all praise.p meaning, He is
unique in His being Free of all needs, and has no partner or

associate, and He is Worthy of all praise in all that He does,
says, decrees and legislates.

€z gl o Kol @y

¢If He willed, He could destroy you and bring about a new
creation.®

means, if He wanted to, He could destroy you and bring forth
another people, and this is not difficult or impossible for Him.
He says:

@ & J6 5 03

4And that is not hard for Allah.p

Allah’s saying:

58 5 5s 5

€¢And no bearer of burdens shall bear another’s burden ;»

means, on the Day of Resurrection.
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Then Allah says:

¢ o s %a 2

€5ET DS (Il 5 it S S8 )
€You can warn only those who fear their Lord unseen and
perform the Salah.»

means, ‘the only ones who will draw a lesson from what you
have brought are those,who are possessed of insight and
wisdom, who fear their Lord and who do as He commands.’

€8 80 G &3 55
4And he who purifies himself, then he purifies only for the
benefit of himself.»

means, who does righteous deeds, the benefit of that will come
back to him,
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€t 5 J5p

¢And to Allah is the Return. means, to Him everything will
ultimately return, and He is swift in bringing to account. He
will reward or punish everyone according to his deeds: if they
are good, then the end will be good, and if they are bad, then
the end will be bad.
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€19. Not alike are the blind and the seeing.$
€20. Nor are (depths of) darkness and light.»

€21. Nor are the shade and the sun's heat.p

422. Nor are the living and the dead. Verily, Allih makes
whom He wills to hear, but you cannot make hear those who
are in graves.y

423. You are only a warner.y

€24. Verily, We have sent you with the truth, a bearer of glad
tidings and a warner. And there never was a nation but a
warner had passed among them .

€25. And if they deny you, those before them also denied. Their
Messengers came to them with clear signs, and with the
Scriptures, and with the Book giving light.$

€26. Then I took hold of those who disbelieved, and how terrible
was My denial!$

The Believer and the Disbeliever are not equal

Allah says that these antonyms are clearly not equal, the blind
and the seeing are not equal, there is a difference and a huge
gap between them. Darkness and light are not equal, neither
are shade and the sun’s heat. By the same token, the living
and the dead are not equal. This is the parable Allah makes of
the believers who are the living, and the disbelievers who are
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the dead. This is like the Ayat:
S g 8 T 3 g 25 05 A IS AR €2 56
€G3 g S
¢Is he who was dead and We gave him life and set for him a
light (of belief) whereby he can walk amongst men - like him

who is in the (depths of) darkness from which he can never
come out?p (6:122),

K H <. P d ATt 312 A T i
SR A PP A A A 2

4The parable of the two parties is as that of the blind and the
deaf and the seer and the hearer. Are they equal when
compared?® (11:24)

The believer sees and hears, and walks in the light upon a
straight path in this world and the Hereafter, until he comes
to settle in Gardens (Paradise) wherein is shade and springs.
The disbeliever is blind and deaf, walking in darkness from
which he cannot escape, he is lost in his misguidance in this
world and the Hereafter, until he end'. up in fierce hot wind
and boiling water, and shadow of black smoke, neither cool
nor good.

€ 5 135 4 ip
¢Verily, Allah makes whom He wills to hear,$

means. He guides them to listen to the proof and accept it and
adhere it.

z
24

€l § o e A
4but you cannot make hear those who are in graves.$

means, ‘just as the dead cannot benefit from guidance and the
call to truth after they have died as disbelievers and ended up
in the graves, so too you cannot help these idolators who are
decreed to be doomed, and you cannot guide them.’

€M Sy

¢You are only a warnery means, ‘all you have to do is to convey
the Message and warn them, and Allah leaves astray whomso-
ever He wills and guides whomsoever He wills.’



142 Tafsir Ibn Kathir

s,

€535 1 G Gl

Ay

¢Verily, We have sent you with the truth, a bearer of glad
tidings and a warner .

means, a bearer of glad tidings to the believers and a warner
to the disbelievers.
€5 Gy i

¢And there never was a nation but a warner had passed among
them.»

means, there was never any nation among the sons of Adam
but Allah sent warners to them, and left them with no excuse.
This is like the Ayat:
65 5 Ry de dup
€You are only a warner, and to every people there is a guidey
(13:7).
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€And verily, We have sent among every Ummah a Messenger
(proclaiming) : “Worship Allah, and avoid all false deities."”
Then of them were some whom Allah guided and of them were
some upon whom the straying was justifiedy (16:36).

And there are many similar Aydt.

-
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TS -

€And if they deny you, those bqfore them also denied. Their
Messengers came to them with clear signs,¥

means, clear miracles and definitive proofs.
&and with the Scriptures, means, the Books.
€ 355
¢and with the Book giving light.» means, clear and obvious.
B off 251 %
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4Then I took hold of those who disbelieved, ¥

means, ‘despite all of this, they denied the Messengers and the
Message they brought, so I seized them, i.e., with My
punishment.’

¢85 G &Ky

gand how terrible was My denial!p means, ‘how great and intense
and terrible do you think My punishment was?’ And Allah
knows best.
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€27. Sec you not that Allah sends down water from the sky,
and We produce therewith fruits of various colors, and among

the mountains are Judad, white and red, of varying colors and
(others) Gharabib black ¥

€28. And likewise, men and moving creature and cattle are of
various colors. It is only those among His servants who have

knowledge that fear Allah. Verily, Allah is Abnighty, Oft-
Forgiving .3

The Perfect Power of Allah

Allah tells us of His complete and perfect power of creation. He
tells us how He makes different kinds of things from one
thing, which is the water that He sends down from the
heaven. From water He brings forth fruits of various colors,
yellow, red, green, white and other colors, as we can see in the

immense variety of their colors, tastes and scents. This is like
another Ayah where Allah says:

v zed e M. Boe B 4 Bers Lol te Bmas B osed o piL. G0 L
Ao G ol e O Jufs pady B G2 R 'E_Lg Y 4
D N PR = S Foat NEAN . v Al geres et -
NS R R S P e & P
$And in the earth are neighbouring tracts, and gardens of
vines, and green crops, and date palms, growing into two or
three from a single stem root, or otherwise, watered with the
same water; yet some of them We make more excellent than
others fo eat. Verily, in these things there are Ayat for the
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people who understand.p (13:4)

2 -4 L g - P
QN Lz 505 B B3 96l G
tand among the mountains are Judad, white and red, of
varying colorsy

means, He created the mountains like this, with different
colors, as we also see that there are indeed white and red
mountains, and in some of them there are streaks which are
also of varying colors. Ibn ‘Abbas said Al-Judad means
pathways. This was also the view of Abu Malik, Al-Hasan,
Qatadah and As-Suddi. And there are some mountains which
are very black. Tkrimah said, “Al-Ghardbib means mountains
which are high and black. This was also the view of Abu
Malik, ‘Atd’ Al-Khurasani and Qatadah.!!! Ibn Jarir said,
“When the Arabs describe something as being very black, they
say Ghirbib.”

€ A SN SNEG LB ood

¢And likewise, men and moving creatures and cattle are of
various colors.p

means, the same is true of living creatures too, humans and
animals, all creatures which walk on their feet, and cattle.
Here something general is followed by something specific.
These are all different too, for among mankind there are
Berbers, Ethiopians and some non-Arabs who are very black,
and Slavs and Romans who are very white, and the Arabs who
are in between, and the Indians. Alldh says in another Ayah:

¢and the difference of your languages and colors. Verily, in
that are indeed signs for men of sound knowledgey (30:22).

Similarly, animals and cattle vary in their colors, even within
one species, and a single animal may have patches of different
colors. Blessed be Alldh, the Best of creators.

Allah then says:

t

QB e 50 B 52 G

[ At-Tabari 20:461.
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&t is only those who have knowledge among His servants that
fear Allah %

meaning, only those who have knowledge truly fear Him as He
should be feared, because the more they know about the
Almighty, All-Powerful, All-Knowing Who has the most perfect
attributes and is described with the most beautiful Names, the
more they will fear Him.

‘Ali bin Abi Talhah reported that Ibn ‘Abbas commented on
the Ayah:

$y oosee P . 72 s er L
BN e G Gl 2 WU

4lt is only those who have knowledge among His servants that
fear Allah.»

those who know that Allah is able to do all things.!! Ibn
‘Abbas said, “The one among His servants who knows about
Ar-Rahman, is the one who does not associate anything in
worship with Him; the one who accepts as lawful that which
He has permitted and accepts as unlawful that which He has
prohibited. He obeys His commands and is certain that he will
meet Him and be brought to account for his deeds. Sa‘ld bin
Jubayr said, “Fear is what stands between you and disobeying
Allah, may He be glorified.” Al-Hasan Al-Basri said, “The
knowledgeable person is the one who fears Ar-Rahmaéan with
regard to the Unseen, who likes that which Allah wants him to
like, and who shuns that which angers Allah.” Then Al-Hasan
recited:
€0 Jpp Ay B e G G Oy
¢t is only those among His servants who have knowledge that
fear Allah. Verily, Allah is Almighty, Oft-Forgiving.y

Sufyan Ath-Thawri narrated from Abu Hayyan At-Taymi from
a man who said, “It used to be said that the knowledgeable
are of three types: (first) one who knows Allah and the
command of Allah, (second) one who knows Allah but does not
know the command of Allah, and (third) one who knows the
command of Allah but does not know Allah. The one who
knows Allah and the command of Allah is the one who fears

1 At-Tabari 20:462.
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Allah and knows the limits (Hudiid) and the obligatory duties
(Far@’id). The one who knows Alldh but does not know the
command of Allah is the one who fears Allah but does not
know the limits (Hudiid) and the obligatory duties (Fara’id).
The one who knows the command of Allah but does not know’
Allah is the one who knows the limits (Hudiid) and the
obligatory duties (Fard’id) but does not fear Allah.”
ik A i o A A D R J U e

429, Verily, those who recite the Book of Allah, and perform
the Salah, and spend out of what We have provided for them,
secretly and openly, they hope for a (sure) trade-gain that will
never perish.»

€30. That He may pay them their wages in full, and give them
(even) more, out of His grace. Verily, He is Oft-Forgiving,
Most Ready to appreciate.»

The Muslims will be the Ones Who gain in the Hereafter

Here Allah tells us that His believing servants, who recite and
believe in His Book, and do the deeds prescribed in it such as
establishing regular prayer at the prescribed times, night and
day, spending (in charity) out of that which Allah has provided
for them secretly and openly,
€355 o V% S
¢they hope for a (sure) trade-gain that will never perish.
means, they hope for a reward from Allah which will inevitably
be theirs. Allah says:
€ o Bl (5 Dy
€That He may pay them their wages in full, and give them
(even) more, out of His grace.y

meaning, that He may give them a reward for what they have
done, and multiply it by adding more, such as has never
occurred to them.

G5 1
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&Verily, He is Oft-
Forgiving,» means, He
forgives their sins,

o=ty

4¢Most Ready to
appreciate.y means, He
appreciates even a lit-

tle of their good deeds.
Goodl B owily
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£€31. And what We have
revealed to you of the
Book, it is the (very)
truth confirming that
which was (revealed) be-
fore it. Verily, Allah is
indeed All-Aware and
All-Seer of His
servants.}

The Qur’an is The true Book of Allah

e

& o ity

¢And what We have revealed to youp — ‘O Muhammad, of the

Book,' i.e., the

Qur’an,

62 5 353

qit is the (very) truth confirming that which was (revealed)

before it.»

means, of the previous books. It confirms them just as they
bore witness to the coming of the Qur'an and that it would be
sent down from the Lord of the worlds.

o 03 sl YR
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¢Verily, Allah is indeed All-Aware and All-Seer of His
servants.»

means, He is All-Aware of them and knows who deserves to
reccive the blessing which He may give to him and not to
others. the Prophets and the Messengers are favored above the
rest of mankind, and some of the Prophets were given more
than others and given higher status than others. The position
given to Muhammad # is higher than that of all the others,
may the blessings and peace of Allah be upon them all.

0 LA i i B S G G CALST G L G B
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¢32. Then We gave the Book as inheritance to such of Our
servants whom We chose. Then of them are some who wrong
themselves, and of them are some who follow a middle course,
and of them are some who are, by Allah’s leave, foremost in
good deeds. That - that is indeed a great grace.p

The Inheritance of the Qur’an is of three kinds

Allah says: ‘Then We made those who uphold the Book
confirming what came before, the one whom We have chosen
from among Our servants. They are this Ummah, who are
divided into three types.’

Allah says:

4add 26 55y
¢Then of them are some who wrong themselves,$

these are the ones who are careless about doing some
obligatory actions, and who commit some forbidden actions.

A28 2nd

¢and of them are some who follow a middle course,$

these are the ones who fulfill their obligations and avoid things
that are forbidden, but they may neglect some good deeds and
do some things which are disliked.

P vd
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¢and of them are some who are, by Allah's leave, foremost in
good deeds.p
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these are the ones who do obligatory actions and things which
are encouraged, and who avoid doing unlawful and disliked
actions, and avoid some actions which are permissible.

‘Ali bin Abi Talhah reported that Ibn ‘Abbas commented on
the Ayah:
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¢Then We gave the Book as inheritance to such of Our servants
whom We chose.p

“This refers to the Ummah of Muhammad . Allah caused it
to inherit every Book that He had revealed; those who wrong
themselves will be forgiven, those who follow a middle course
will have an easy accounting, and those who are foremost in
good deeds will enter Paradise without being brought to
account.”!l  Abu Al-Qasim At-Tabarani reported from Ibn
‘Abbas that the Messenger of Allah 3 said one day:

(Ao g gy it

tMy intercession will be for those among my Ummah who
commit major sins.»”

Ibn ‘Abbas, may Allah be pleased with him, said, “Those who
are foremost in good deeds will enter Paradise without being
brought to account; those who follow a middle course will
enter Paradise by the mercy of Allah; and those who wrong
themselves and Ashab ALA‘7raf?! will enter Paradise by the
intercession of Muhammad #."%

It was also reported from a number of the Salaf that those
among this Ummah who wrong themselves are still among
those whom Allah has chosen, even though they are imperfect
and fell short [by not adhering to the straight path]. Others
said that those who wrong themselves are not part of this
Ummah and are not among those whom Alldh has chosen and
who inherited the Book. The correct view is that they are also
part of this Ummah.

(1} At-Tabari 20:465.
121 See volume four, the Tafsir of Stirat Al-A‘raf [7:46].
B3 At-Tabarani 11:189.
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The Virtues of the Scholars

The scholars are the most fortunate of people with regard to
this blessing, and the most entitled to this mercy. Imam
Ahmad, may Allah have mercy on him, recorded that Qays bin
Kathir said, “One of the people of Al-Madinah came to Abu Ad-
Darda’, may Allah be pleased with him, when he was in
Damascus. [Abu Ad-Dardé’] said, ‘What brought you here, my
brother?’ He said, ‘A Hadith which I heard that you narrate
from the Messenger of Allah #%. He said, ‘Have you come for
trade?’ He said, ‘No.” He said, ‘Have you come for any other
reason?’ He said, ‘No.’ He said, ‘Have you come only to seek
this Hadith?’ He said, ‘Yes.’ He, may Allah be pleased with him
said, 1 heard the Messenger of Allah #: say:
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tWhoever follows a path to seek knowledge, Allah will show
him the way to Paradise. The angels lower their wings being
pleased with the one who seeks knowledge. Whoever is in the
heavens and on earth, even the fish in the sea, ask for
forgiveness for the scholar. The superiority of the scholar over
the worshipper is like that of the moon over all other heavenly
bodies. The scholars are the heirs of the Prophets, for the
Prophets did not leave behind Dinars and Dirhams, but they
left behind knowledge; and whoever receives it, receives an
abundance of good fortune.»1!!

It was also reported by Abu Dawud, At-Tirmidhi and Ibn
Majah.!?! .
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1l Ahmad 5:196.
(2l Abu Dawud 4:157, Tuhfat Al-Ahwadhi 7:450, Ibn Majah 1:81.
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€33. ‘Adn (Gardens) will they enter, therein will they be

adorned with bracelets of gold and pearls, and their garments
therein will be of silk.p

€34. And they will say: “All praise and thanks be to Allah,.
Who has removed from us (all) grief. Verily, our Lord is indeed
Oft-Forgiving, Most Ready to appreciate.”$

€35. “Who, out of His grace, has lodged us in a home that will
last forever, where toil will touch us not nor weariness will
touch us.”’%

Alidh tells us that those whom He chose among His servants,
those who inherited the Book which was revealed from the
Lord of the worlds, will, on the Day of Resurrection, have an
abode in Everlasting Gardens which they will enter on the Day
when they are raised anew and meet Allh.

z‘l‘.’u—baw.»\-‘w‘;’“”§

therein will they be adorned with bracelets of gold and pearls,

It was recorded in the Sahih from Abu Hurayrah, may Alldh be
pleased with him, that the Messenger of Allah # said:

«The ornaments of the belrever will reach as far as his
Wuda' o)
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¢and their garments therein will be of silk.p

For this reason it is forbidden for them (the males) in this
world, but Alldh will permit it for them in the Hereafter. It was
recorded in the Sahih that the Messenger of Allah # said:

gV g 4l T gl g o S0 o g
tWhoever wears silk in this world, will not wear it in the
Hereafter »12!

) Muslim 1:219.
21 Fath Al-Bari 10:296. This applies only to males.
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And he # said:
R
ut is for them in this world, and for you in the Hereafter sl
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¢And they will say: "All the praises and thanks be to Allih,
Who has removed from us (all) grief..."$

which means fear of everything that is feared; it has been
lifted from us and we have been relieved of all that we used to
fear of the anxieties of the world and the Hereafter.

Ibn ‘Abbas, may Allah be pleased with him, and others said,
“He forgives them for their major sins, and appreciates even
the smallest of their good deeds.”

sy L2
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¢Who, out of His grace, has lodged us in a home that will last
forever,»

means, ‘Who has given us this position and status out of His
grace and blessing and mercy, for our good deeds are not
equivalent to this.’ It was reported in the Sahih that the
Messenger of Alldh i said:

ool i o 13t Jaig 3o
«None of you will enter Paradise by virtue of his good deeds.»
They said, “Not even you, O Messenger of Allah?” He said,

tNot even me, unless Allah encompasses me with His mercy
and grace »?

ChApUshispesd
4where toil will touch us not nor weariness will touch us.p

means, neither hardship nor exhaustion will touch us. The
words translated here as “toil” and “weariness” both mean
exhaustion, as if what is meant by the negation of both is that

'l Fath Al-Bari 10:296.
12I' Fath Al-Bari 10:132.
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neither their bodies nor their souls will become exhausted;
and Allah knows best. They used to exhaust themselves in
worshipping this world, but their obligations will come to an
end when they enter Paradise, where they will enjoy eternal
rest and repose. Allah says:
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¢Eat and drink at ease for that which you have sent on before
you in days past!y (69:24)
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436. But those who disbelieve, for them will be the fire of Hell.
Neither will it have a complete killing effect on them so that
they die nor shall its torment be lightened for them. Thus do
We requite every disbeliever !y

¢37. Therein they will cry: "Our Lord! Bring us out, we shall
do righteous good deeds, not that we used to do.” (Allah will
reply:) “Did We not give you lives long enough, so that
whosoever would receive admonition could receive it? And the
warner came to you. So taste you. For the wrongdoers there is
no helper."'y

The Punishment of the Disbeliever and what Their State
will be in Hell

Having told us how the blessed will be (in Paradise), Allah now
starts to tell us what the state of doomed will be. He says:

et ’
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¢But those who disbelieve, for them will be the fire of Hell.

Neither will it have a complete killing effect on them so that
they diey

This is like the Ayah:
( ,,,,, ‘,-4 Y_, ', 50 Y§
¢Wherein he will neither die nor livep (20:74).
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It was reported in Sahih Muslim that the Messenger of Allah
said:

‘As for the people of Hell who will dwell therein, they will neither

live nor die there /")
And Allah says:
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$And they will cry (to the keeper of Hell): 'O Malik! Let your
Lord make an end of us.” He will say: " Verily, you shall abide
forever."» (43:77).

When they are in this state, they will think that if only they
could die, it would be a time of rest for them, but that can
never happen to them. Allah says:

€ & 4 G o S

¢Neither will it have a complete killing effect on them so that
they die nor shall its torment be lightened for them .y

This is like the Ayat:
¢Verily, the criminals will be in the torment of Hell to abide
therein forever. (That) will not be lightened for them, and they
will be plunged into destruction with deep regrets, sorrows and
in despair therein.p (43:74-75).

L0 s edgw, wer 7GR
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dwhenever it abates, We shall increase for them the fierceness of
the Firey (17:97), and '
4So taste you. No increase shall We give you, except in
torment.$ (78:30).

Then Allah says:

e X o HEY

M Mustim 1:172.



Sitrah 35. Fatir (36 - 37) (Part-22) 155
§Thus do We requite every disbeliever!y

meaning, this is the recompense of everyone who disbelieved
in his Lord and denied the truth.

(RS
4Therein they will cryy means, they will call out in the Fire,
beseeching Allah with their voices:

G e Gl By B G T
¢ Our Lord! Bring us out, we shall do righteous good deeds,
not that we used to do."¥

which means, they will ask to go back to the worldly life so
that they can do something different to the first deeds they
did. But Allah, may He be glorified, knows that if He sent
them back to this world, they would go back to what they had
been forbidden to do, and He knows that they are lying, so He
will not respond to their plea. This is like the Ayah where
Allah tells us that they will say:

A oy e a5 A ) S K gt o gt 31 36Y

€ e
¢Then is there any way to get out (of the Fire). (It will be
said): "'This is because, when Allah Alone was invoked you

disbelieved (denied), but when partners were joined to Him,
you believed!» (40:11,12)

i.e., there will be no response for you because you were like
that; if you were to return to this world, you would just go
back to that which you had been forbidden to do.’ Allah says
here:
\SZC RS« TR S A

¢Did We not give you lives long enough, so that whosoever

would receive admonition could receive it? And the warner

came to you.p

meaning, ‘did you not live for long enough in the world that if
you were to be among those who would benefit from the truth,
you would have benefited from it during your lifetimes?’

Imam Ahmad recorded that Abu Hurayrah, may Allah be
pleased with him, said that the Prophet # said:



156 - Tafsir Ibn_Kathir

v

IR RS PRSP I D 3 (A A I P TR
oy JE a5l o s

“Allah has left no excuse for the person who lives to be sixty or
seventy years old; Allah has left no excuse for him; Allah has
left no excuse for him !l

Imam Al-Bukhari also recorded, in the Book of Rigdq in his

Sahih, that Abu Hurayrah, may Alldh be pleased with him,
said, “The Messenger of Allah # said:

gk o 5 8 ) 365 3 i
tAllah has left no excuse for a man who reaches the age of
sixty 0712l

Ibn Jarir recorded that Abu Hurayrah, may Allah be pleased
with him, said, “The Messenger of Allah # said:

A o siel A8 e s Wit
tWhoever is granted a long life until the age of sixty, Allah has
left no excuse for him "3
This was also recorded by Imam Ahmad and An-Nasai in Ar-
Rigaq.") Because this is the age at which Allah removes any
excuse from His servants, this is the usual age of people in
this Ummah, as was reported in the Hadith of Abu Hurayrah,

may Allah be pleased with him, who said, “The Messenger of
Allah # said:

s sy é.¢ P 1 - g t P
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«The usual life span in my Ummah is between sixty and
seventy years, and only a few pass this age.»”

This was also recorded by At-Tirmidhi and Ibn M&jah in the
Book of Zuhd [of his Sunan).”®!

€38 K0y

'l Ahmad 2:275.

12V Fath Al-Bari 11:243.

I3 At-Tabari 20:478.

Bl Ahmad 2:417, Tuhfat Al-Ashraf 9:472.

15} At-Tirmdhi no. 3550, Ibn Majah no. 4236.
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¢And the warner came to you.p It was reported that Ibn ‘Abbas,
may Alldh be pleased with him, Tkrimah, Abu Ja‘far Al-Baqir,
may Allah be pleased with him, Qatadah and Sufyan bin
‘Uyaynah said, “This means grey hair.”!! As-Suddi and ‘Abdur-
Rahman bin Zayd bin Aslam said, “This means the Messenger
of Allah 35" and Ibn Zayd recited,

SN 0 G o5 iy
&This is a warner of the (series of) warners of old.» (53:56).!%

This is the correct view according to Shayban who narrated
that Qatddah said, “Proof will be established against them by
the fact that they lived long enough and that Messengers came
to them.”® This is also the view favored by Ibn Jarir, and it is
the apparent meaning of the Ayah:
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¢And they will cry (to the keeper of Hell): O Malik! Let your
Lord make an end of us."” He will say: *'Verily, you shall abide
Jorever."” Indeed We have brought the truth to you, but most of
you have a hatred for the truth.»(43:77-78)

meaning: ‘We showed you the truth clearly through the
Messengers, but you rejected it and opposed it.” And Allah says:

SRS ke
¢And We never punish until We have sent a Messengerp (17:15).
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&Every time a group is cast therein, its keepers will ask: "'Did
no warner come tc you?"' They will say: 'Yes, indeed a warner
did come to us, but we denied him and said : ‘Allah never sent
down anything; you are only in great error’."'y (67:8-9).
sz 03 A
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[ Al-Baghawi 3:573.
(21 At-Tabari 20:478.
B) Ad-Durr Al-Manthur 7:32.
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€38. Verily, Allah is the All-Knower of the Unseen of the
heavens and the earth. Verily, He is the All-Knower of that is
in the breasts.y
¢39. He it is Who has made you successors generations after
generations in the earth, so whosoever disbelieves, on him will
be his disbelief. And the disbelief of the disbelievers adds
nothing but hatred of their Lord. And the disbelief of the
disbelievers adds nothing but loss.p

Here Alldh tells us that He knows the unseen in the heavens
and earth, and that He knows all that is hidden and the
secrets of the hearts. And He tells us that He will reward or
punish everyone according to his deeds. Then Alldh says:
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¢He it is Who has made you successors generations after
generations in the earth,»

meaning, all people succeed one another, generation after
generation. This is like the Ayah:

€N A sy
dand makes you inheritors of the earth, generations after
generationsy {27:62).

¢so whosoever disbelieves, on him will be his disbelief.p

means, he and no one else will have to bear the consequences
of that.

$8 ) 15 G R K0 40 Bp

$And the disbelief of the disbelievers adds nothing but hatred of
their Lord 3

means, the longer they persist in their disbelief, the more
Allah hates them, and the longer they persist in it, the more
they and their families will lose on the Day of Resurrection.
This is in contrast to the believers, for the longer they live and
do good deeds, the higher their status in Paradise will be, the
greater their reward, and the more beloved they will be to their
Creator.
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€40. Say: "Have you considered your partners whom you call
upon besides Allah? Show Me, what they have created of the
earth, Or have they any share in the heavens? Or have We
given them a Book, so that they act on clear proof therefrom?
Nay, the 1wrongdoers promise one another nothing but
delusions.” ¥

441. Verily, Allah grasps the heavens and the earth lest they
should move away from their places, and if they were to move
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away from their places, there is not one that could grasp them
after Him. Truly, He is Ever Most Forbearing, Oft-Forgiving.»

The Helplessness of the false gods and the Power of
Allah

Allah tells His Messenger i to say to the idolators:
€ o o 553 0 B AL
¢Have you considered your partners whom you call upon
besides Allah?%
the idols and rivals.

o580 4 Bo 31 G G B 6O 98l

¢Show Me what they have created of the earth. Or have they
any share in the heavens?p

meaning, they have nothing at all of that, they do not possess
even the membrane covering the stone of a date.

[4 -
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¢Or have We given them a Book, so that they act on clear proof
therefrom?%

meaning, ‘have We revealed to them a Book on which they
base their Shirk and disbelief?’ This is not the case at all.

€55 ) 55 72 S 4y B
¢Nay, the wrongdoers promise one another nothing but
delusions.»

means, they are merely following their own whims, opinions
and wishes which are their personal desires, and they are no
more than misguidance and falsehood.

Then Alldh tells us of His mighty power, by which the
heavens and the earth stand by His command, and the forces
that He has placed between them to hold them. He says:

€05 J 55 o5 2 H gy
¢Verily, Allah grasps the heavens and the earth lest they should
move away from their places,y

means, lest they should shift from where they are. This is like
the Ayat:
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¢He withholds the heaven from falling on the earth except by
His leavey (22:65), and

€65 NG 1 15 5 st b
€¢And among His signs is that the heaven and the earth stand
by His commandp (30:25).
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dand if they were to move away from their places, there is not
one that could grasp them after Him.»

means, no one can make them stay and preserve them except
Him. He is Ever Most Forbearing and Oft-Forgiving because He
sees His servants disbelieving in Him and disobeying Him, yet
He is patient and gives them time, He waits and does not
hasten the punishment, and He conceals the faults of others
and forgives them. He says:

€55 L K )

¢Truly, He is Ever Most Forbearing, Oft-Forgiving.»
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¢42. And they swore by Allah their most binding oath that if a
warner came to them, they would be more guided than any of
the nations; yet when a warner came to them, it increased in
them nothing but flight (from the truth).p

443. (They took to flight because of their) arrogance in the land
and their plotting of evil. But the evil plot encompasses only
him who makes it. Then, can they expect anything (else) but
the Sunnah (way of dealing) of the peoples of old? So, no
change will you find in Allah's Sunnah, and no turning off will
you find in Allah's Sunnah.
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They longed for a Warner to come, but when He came,
They disbelieved in Him

Allah tells us how Quraysh and the Arabs swore by Allah their
most binding oath before the Messenger # came to them,

G 3y G 038 355 55 2 5
¢that if a warner came to them, they would be more guided
than any of the nations ;%

i.e., than any of the nations to whom Messengers had been
sent. This was the view of Ad-Dahhak and others. This is like
the Ayat:
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¢Lest you (pagan Arabs) should say: *'The Book was sent down
only to two sects before us, and for our part, we were in fact
unaware of what they studied.” Or lest you should say: "If
only the Book had been sent down to us, we would surely have
been better guided than they.” So, now has come unto you a
clear proof from your Lord, and a guidance and a mercy. Who
then does more wrong than one who rejects the Ayat of Allah
and turns away therefrom?} (6:156-157)
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¢And indeed they (Arab pagans) used to say: “If we had a
reminder as had the men of old, We would have indeed been the
chosen servants of Allah!" But they disbelieve therein, so they
will come to know!$ (37:167-170)
Allah says:
.o S :")
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qyet when a warner came to them,p - meaning, Muhammad 33
with the Book revealed to him, i.e., the Clear Qur’an,

€N 5
4it increased in them nothing but flight (from the truth).»
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means, they only increased in their disbelief. Then Alldh
explains this further:

€Nl g 6Ty

€(They took to flight because of their) arrogance in the land}

means, they were too arrogant to follow the signs of Allah.
3 %5
dand their plotting of evil .» means, they plotted to prevent people
from following the path of Allah.
5% 3 31 K00 32 5
€But the evil plot encompasses only him who makes it.»

means, the evil consequences of that will come back upon
them and not on others.

€GO ) <kl 18y
¢Then, can they expect anything (else) but the Sunnah (way of
dealing) of the peoples of old?%

meaning, the punishment of Allah for disbelieving in His
Messengers and going against His command.

Gt 4 2 12 5y
¢and no turning off will you find in Allah’s Sunnah.$

means, it does not change or alter, and this is what happens
to every disbeliever.

sz s
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¢and no turning off will you find in Allah’s Sunnah.» means,
B 5 S T
¢But when Allah wills a people’s punishment, there can be no

turning back of ity (13:11).

This means, no one can remove that from them or ward it off
from them. And Allah knows best.
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Remember the Bad Consequences of disbelieving in the
Prophets

Allah says: ‘say, O Muhammad, to these people who disbelieve
the Message you have brought: travel in the land and see what
was the punishment of those who disbelieved the Messengers,
how Allah destroyed them completely, and a similar (end awaits)
the disbelievers. See how their homes were emptied of them and
how they lost everything after living in luxury and being so
numerous and so well equipped, and having so much wealth and
so many children. All of that was of no avail to them and could
not protect them in the slightest from the punishment of Allah
when the command of the Lord came. Nothing is impossible for
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Him when He wants it to happen in the heavens or on earth.’
€5 UL <X Y

¢Verily, He is All-Knowing, All-Able.y means, He knows all that
exists and is able to do all things.

The Wisdom behind delaying the Punishment
Then Allah says:
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§And if Allah were to punish men for that which they earned,
He would not leave a moving creature on the surface of the
earth ;%

meaning, if He were to punish them for all of their sins, He
would destroy all the people of the earth and all that they own
of livestock and crops.

Said bin Jubayr and As-Suddi commented on the Ayah:
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§He would not leave a moving creature on the surface of the earth ;3

“This means, He would have stopped sending rain to them,
and all the animals would have died as a result.”

1 s S5
4but He gives them respite to an appointed term,$
means, but He is delaying until the Day of Resurrection, when
He will bring them to account and will reward or punish each
one according to his deeds: He will reward those who obeyed
Him and will punish those who disobeyed Him. He says:
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¢and when their term comes, then verily, Allah is Ever All-
Seer of His servants.p

This is the end of the Tafsir of Surah Fatir. All praise and
gratitude is due to Allah.



