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The Tafsir of Siurat Al-Ahzab
(Chapter - 33)

Which was revealed in Al-Madinah
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lIn the Name of Allah,

the Most Gracious, the
Most Merciful.
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¢1. O Prophet! Have
Taqwa of Allah, and
obey not the disbelievers
and the hypocrites. Ve-
rily, Allah is Ever All-
Knower, All-Wise.»

€2. And follow that
which is revealed to you
from your Lord. Verily,

4;
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Allah is Well-Acquainted

43. And put your trust in Allah, and
Trustee.

with what you do .3
sufficient is Allah as a



632 Tafsir Ibn Kathir

The Command to defy the Disbelievers and Hypocrites
by following the Revelation of Allih and putting One’s
Trust in Him

Here Allah points out something lower by referring to something
higher. When He commands His servant and Messenger to do
this, He is also commanding those who are lower than him, and
the command is addressed to them more so. Talq bin Habib
said: “Taqwd means obeying Alldh in the light of the guidance of
Allah and in hope of earning the reward of Allah, and refraining
from disobeying Allah in the light of the guidance of Allah and
fearing the punishment of Allah.”

49\44-'-’4‘3 831 C‘.“' iy
¢and obey not the disbelievers and the hypocrites.y

means, do not listen to what they say and do not consult
them.

W gty

¢Verily, Allah is Ever All-Knower, All-Wisep

means, He is more deserving of your following His
commandments and obeying Him, for He knows the
consequences of all things and is Wise in all that He says and
does. Alldh says:

4L o ) &5 G D
¢And follow that which is revealed to you from your Lord.»
meaning, of the Qur'an and Sunnah.
i DI S & P

¢Verily, Allah is Well-Acquainted with what you do.p

means, nothing at all is hidden from Him, and put your trust
in Allah, i.e., in all your affairs and situations.

g & 5P
dand sufficient is Allah as a Wakil .» means, sufficient is He as a

Trustee for the one who puts his trust in Him and turns to
Him.
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¢4. Allah has not made for any man two hearts inside his body.
Neither has He made your wives whom you declare to be like
your mothers' backs, your real mothers nor has He made your
adopted sons your real sons. That is but your saying with your
mouths. But Allah says the truth, and He guides to the way.»

¢5. Call them by their fathers, that is more just with Alldh.
But if you know not their father's, your brothers in faith and
Mawilikum (your freed servants). And there is no sin on you
concerning that in which you made a mistake, except in regard
to what your hearts deliberately intend. And Allah is Ever Oft-
Forgiving, Most Merciful .»

Abolition of Adoption

Before Allah discusses ideas and theoretical matters, He gives
tangible examples: one man cannot have two hearts in his
body, and a man’s wife does not become his mother if he says
the words of Zihdr to her: “You are to me like the back of my
mother.” By the same token, an adopted child does not
become the son of the man who adopts him and calls him his
son. Allah says:
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¢Allah has not made for any man two hearts inside his body.
Neither has He made your wives whom you declare to be like
your mothers' backs, your real mothers...»

This is like the Ayah:
€88 S ety el S o

¢They cannot be their mothers. None can be their mothers
except those who gave them birthy (58:2).

€l Fd 55 o



634 Tafsir Ibn Kathir

¢nor has He made your adopted sons your real sons.»

This was revealed concerning Zayd bin Harithah, may Allah be
pleased with him, the freed servant of the Prophet #. The
Prophet # had adopted him before prophethood, and he was
known as Zayd bin Muhammad. Allah wanted to put an end
to this naming and attribution, as He said:

¢t '.( Tt 35 o
¢nor has He made your adopted sons your real sons.p
This is similar to the Ayah later in this Strah:
W K 0 Ll 565 A 325 5 R o 8 T A2 :X 2
¢Muhammad is not the father of any of your men, but he is the

Messenger of Alldh and the last (end) of the Prophets. And
Allidh is Ever All-Aware of everything.y (33:40).

And Allah says here:

€5k K55 Ky
¢That is but your saying with your mouths.y» meaning, ‘Yyour
adoption of him is just words, and it does not mean that he is
really your son,’ for he was created from the loins of another
man, and a child cannot have two fathers just as a man cannot
have two hearts in one body.

€02 waiz 3 BN 4Kty
¢But Allah says the truth, and He guides to the way.»
Sa‘id bin Jubayr said:
€3 iy
¢But Allah says the truth,$ means, justice. Qatadah said:
AT TV
dand He guides to the wayd means, the straight path.

Imam Ahmad said that Hasan told them that Zuhayr told
them from Qabus, meaning Ibn Abi Zibyan, that his father
told him: “I said to Ibn ‘Abbas, ‘Do you know the Ayah,

€arm g oiB o g OGS B
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4Allah has not made for any man two hearts inside his body.p

What does this mean?’ He said that the Messenger of Allah #
stood up one day to pray, and he trembled. The hypocrites
who were praying with him said, ‘Do you not see that he has
two hearts, one heart with you and another with them?’ Then
Allah revealed the words:

ok 9 oiB o g 30 IS G
€Allah has not made for any man two hearts inside his
body .$™")

This was also narrated by At-Tirmidhi, who said, “It is a
Hasan Hadith”?! It was also narrated by Ibn Jarir and Ibn
Abi Hatim from the Hadith of Zuhayr."

An Adopted Child should be named after His Real Father
€60 S 100 3 09 25T

4Call them (adopted sons) by their fathers, that is more just
with Allah.»

This is a command which abrogates the state of affairs that
existed at the beginning of Islam, when it was permitted to call
adopted sons after the man who adopted them. Then Alldh
commanded that they should be given back the names of their
real fathers, and states that this was more fair and just. Al-
Bukhari (may Allah have mercy on him) narrated that
‘Abdullah bin ‘Umar said: “Zayd bin Harithah, may Allah be
pleased with him, the freed servant of the Messenger of Allah
#, was always called Zayd bin Muhammad, until (the words of
the) Qur'an were revealed:

€5 %o 350 3 1008 a2

4Call them (adopted sons) by (the names of) their fathers, that
is more just with Allah "%

1l Ahmad 1:267.

2| Tyhfat Al-Ahwadhi 9:58.

B! Ahmad, no. 2410 and At-Tabari 20:204. Most of the scholars of
Hadith consider the chain of narrators for this text to be defective.

¥ Fath Al-Bari 8:377.



636 Tafsir Ibn Kathir

This was also narrated by Muslim, At-Tirmidhi and An-
Nasa’i.l!! They used to deal with them as sons in every
respect, including being alone with them as Mahrams and so
on. Hence Sahlah bint Suhayl, the wife of Abu Hudhayfah,
may Allah be pleased with them both, said: “O Messenger of
Allah! We used to call Sdalim our son, but Alldh has revealed
what He has revealed. He used to enter upon me, but I feel
that Abu Hudhayfah does not like that. The Prophet & said:

“5:12 u’f;;‘g 5‘:’,“,‘:3‘”

«Breastfeed him and he will become your Mahram "2

Hence when this ruling was abrogated, Allah made it
permissible for a man to marry the ex-wife of his adopted son,
and the Messenger of Allah # married Zaynab bint Jahsh, the
divorced wife of Zayd bin Harithah, may Allah be pleased with
him, Alldh said:
€05 G2 53 0 collel o 3 B2 e B SR Y 8D
4So that (in future) there may be no difficulty to the believers

in respect of the wives of their adopted sons when the latter
have no desire to keep themd (33:37).

And Allah says in Ayat At-Tahrim:
Gimlel & Sl P T 330553
¢The wives of your sons from your own loinsd (4:23).

The wife of an adopted son is not included because he was not
born from the man’s loins. A “foster” son through
breastfeeding is the same as a son born from one’s own loins,
from the point of view of Shari'ah, because the Prophet 5 said
in the Two Sahihs:

1 G 55 U BN G 1,055

«Suckling makes unlawful as lineage does.»"

11 Muslim 4:1884, Tuhfat Al-Ahwadhi 9:72, An-Nasa™ 6:429.
(2} Muslim 2:1076. The meaning, as An-Nawawi quoted from Qadi

Tyad, is that she was to express her milk, and he would drink it
without having touched her.

B) Al-Fath 8:392, Muslim 2:1069.
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As for calling a person “son” as an expression of honor and
endearment, this is not what is forbidden in this Ayah, as is
indicated by the report recorded by Imam Ahmad and the
Sunan compilers - apart from At-Tirmidhi - from Ibn ‘Abbas,
may Allah be pleased with him, who said: “We young boys of
Banu ‘Abd Al-Muttalib came to the Messenger of Alldh & at
the Jamarat; he slapped us on the thigh and said,

o ok ci“"‘vf’ s y [;‘-.;.jf]n
10 m;/ sons, do not stone the Jamarah until the sun has
risen o\l

This was during the Farewell Pilgrimage in 10 AH.
G4 AT
4Call them by their fathers.» This is concerning Zayd bin
Harithah, may Alldh be pleased with him. He was killed in 8 AH
at the battle of Mu'tah. In Sahih Muslim it is reported that Anas
bin Malik, may Allah be pleased with him, said: “The Messenger
of Allah # said: .
{ :."'l"'
O my son.»"? It was also reported by Abu Dawud and At-
Tirmidhi.P!
Ko i o {456 (A4 T35 o
¢But if you know not their father's then they are your brothers
in the religion and Mawalikum (your freed servants).p

Here Allah commands that adopted sons should be given back
their fathers’ names, if they are known,; if they are not known,
then they should be called brothers in faith or freed servants,
to compensate for not knowing what their real lineage is.
When the Messenger of Allah # left Makkah after performing
his ‘Umrat Al-Qada’, ¥ the daughter of Hamzah, may Allah

) Ahmad 1:234, Abu Dawud 2:480, An-NasaT 5:271, Ibn Majah
2:1007

12} Muslim 3:1693.
Bl Abu Dawud 5:247, Tuhfat Al-Ahwadhi 8:120.

1%l This was the ‘Umrah performed by the Prophet # in the year
following Al-Hudaybiyah (6 H) when he had been prevented from
performing ‘Umrah as he had intended.



638 Tafsir Ibn Kathir

be pleased with her, started following him, calling, “O uncle, O
uncle!” ‘Ali took her and said to Fiatimah, may Allah be
pleased with her, “Take care of your uncle’s daughter,” so she
picked her up. ‘Ali, Zayd and Ja‘far - may Alldh be pleased
with them - disputed over of which of them was going to take
care of her, and each of them gave his reasons. ‘Ali said, “I
have more right, because she is the daughter of my paternal
uncle.” Zayd said, “She is the daughter of my brother.” Jafar
bin Abi Talib said: “She is the daughter of my paternal uncle
and I am married to her maternal aunt — meaning Asma’ bint
‘Umays.” The Prophet i ruled that she should stay with her
maternal aunt, and said:

N1 § 5 Gdn

tThe maternal aunt has the same status as the mother »
He % said to ‘Ali, may Allah be pleased with him,
13k, Giy i b
«You belong to me and I belong to you.»
He 3£ said to Ja‘far, may Allah be pleased with him,
©You resemble me both in your looks and in your attitude.»
And he #& said to Zayd, may Allah be pleased with him,
«You are our brother and our freed servant ")

This Hadith contains a number of rulings, the most important
of which is that the Prophet # ruled according to the truth,
and that he sought to appease all the disputing parties. His
saying to Zayd, may Allah be pleased with him,

alf.\f}ij ¢ ,;-f i
tYou are our brother and our freed servant.» is as Allah says in
this Ayah:

€K% ol g (LS

I Fath Al-Bari 7:570.
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dyour brothers in faith and your freed servants.
Then Allah says:

g AT P e S

¢And there is no sin on you concerning that in which you
made a mistake,»

meaning, if you call one of them after someone who is not in
fact his father, by mistake, after trying your best to find out
his parentage, then Allah will not attach any sin to this
mistake. This is like the Ayah in which Allah commands His
servants to say: c

AT F T3 o TP Y EP

¢Our Lord! Punish us not if we forget or fall into errory
(2:286).

It was reported in Sahih Muslim that the Messenger of Allah i
said: e ez 5. s ez

NI HR PR A TN

wAllah says, "'Certainly I did (so)."!"!
In Sahih Al-Bukhari, it was recorded that ‘Amr bin Al-‘As, may
Allah be pleased with him, said: “The Messenger of Allah &
said:
uf the judge makes ljtihad and reaches the right decision, he

will have two rewards; if he makes Ijtihad and reaches the
wrong decision, he will have one reward 112!

In another Hadith:
wile 5% 6 St s g 22 G5 o an By

tAllah will forgive my Ummah for mistakes, forgetfulness and
what they are forced to do P!

And Allah says here:

Wik A Hes) r(.i’,h” AR e ih [V ’aj. pe=ic JIP
L (%

(1 Muslim 1:116.
(2l Fath Al-Bari 13:330. [jtihad means “struggles.”
Bl Tuhfat Al-Ahwadhi 1:659.
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¢And there is no sin on you concerning that in which you
made a mistake, except in regard to what your hearts
deliberately intend. And Allah is Ever Oft-Forgiving, Most
Merciful .

meaning, the sin is on the person who deliberately does
something wrong, as Allah says elsewhere:

el o Al 5 8L b

¢Allah will not call you to account for that which is
unintentional in your oathsp (2:225).

Imam Ahmad narrated from Ibn ‘Abbas that ‘Umar said: “Allah
sent Muhammad # with the Truth and revealed to him the
Book. One of the things that was revealed in it was the Ayah
of stoning, so the Messenger of Allah # stoned [adulterers]
and we stoned [them]| after he died.” Then he said, “We also
used to recite, ‘Do not attribute yourselves to anyone other
than your fathers, for this is disbelief, to attribute yourselves
to anyone other than your fathers.” The Messenger of Allah
said:

it L CPAB poie; dslan gl i 41 e g bl 8 i

e 25,

P
d)nd)) o-\.& l).‘).d,

«Do not exaggerate in praising me as ‘Isa bin Maryam was
praised upon him be peace and blessings. I am just a servant of
Allah. Say, "“He is His servant and Messenger.'’

Or Ma‘mar may have said:
3 S 5L bl Lk
tAs the Christians praised the son of Maryam )
This was also narrated in another Hadith:
I IEHED PO R PR E Ty TR R AT PR

«Three things that people do are parts of disbelief: slandering a
person[s lineage, wailing over the dead and seeking rain by the
stars.»

(1 Ahmad 1:47.
(2 Muslim No. 934, Ahmad 5:342
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46. The Prophet is closer to the believers than themselves, and
his wives are their mothers. And blood relations among each
other have closer personal ties in the decree of Allah than the
believers and the Muhdjirin, except that you do kindness to
those brothers. This has been written in the Book.%

Loyalty to the Prophet i; and his wives are Mothers of
the Believers

Allah tells us how His Messenger # is merciful and sincere
towards his Ummah, and how he is closer to them than they
are to themselves. His judgement or ruling takes precedence
over their own choices for themselves, as Alldh says:

e g Wg 98 8 mE -‘:-<~’ 3= Ofs ¥ &5 6y

( . J’,/)/ e /_ ‘:;;
¢But no, by your Lord, they can have no fmth, until they make
you judge in all disputes between them, and find in themselves
no resistance against your decisions, and accept with full
submission.$ (4:65)

In the Sahih it says:
sl 5 0k Ge oty ST 080 2 805D g oy B i
| oY
By the One in Whose Hand is my soul, none of you truly

believes until I am dearer to him than his own self, his wealth,
his children and all the people M

It was also reported in the Sahih that Umar, may Allah be
pleased with him, said: “O Messenger of Allah, by Allah, you
are dearer to me than everything except myself.” He # said,

“d—.mw».l.."wfd)s‘ '};él..c\h

1 Fath Al-Bari 1:75.
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tNo, O ‘Umar, not until I am dearer to you than yourself.»

‘Umar said: “O Messenger of Allah, by Allah, now you are
dearer to me than everything, even myself.” He # said,

SR
«Now, O ‘Umar [you have got it right] »*!
Allah says in this Ayah:
&l 5 el A1 2503
¢The Prophet is closer to the believers than themselves,$
Concerning this Ayah, Al-Bukhari narrated from Abu
Hurayrah, may Alldh be pleased with him, that the Prophet i
said:
AP ol g e G B3G5 ) et 1
bl o2 Gt 3
tThere is no believer except I am the closest of all people to him

in this world and in the Hereafter. Recite, if you wish: §The
Prophet is closer to the believers than themselves.)

- J’/
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‘ay‘};

If any believer leaves behind any wealth, let his own relatives
inherit it, but if he leaves behind any debt or orphans, bring
them to me and 1 will take care of them .»

This was recorded only by Al-Bukhari, and he also recorded it
in the Book of Loans./!

G 2

¢and his wives are their mothers.p means, they are unlawful for
marriage. In terms of honor, respect and veneration, it is not
permissible for them to be alone with them, and the prohibition
of marriage to them does not extend to their daughters and
sisters, according to scholarly consensus.

o e L epte . 52 2 . - Fef easer  (CRlr sAA
ot G Gn A e g e I AT LT KD

1} Fath Al-Bari 11:532.
12 Fath Al-Bari 8:376, 5:75.
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AR \\ 4And blood relations

among each other have
closer personal ties in
the decree of Allah than
the believers and the
Muhgjirin, »

This is an abrogation
of the rule that
existed previously,
whereby they could
inherit from one
another by virtue of
the oath of
brotherhood among
them. Ibn ‘Abbas and
others said: “A
Muhsajir would inherit
from an Ansari even
though they were not
related by blood,
because of the
brotherhood
established between
them by the
Messenger of Allah

;é,-"“l

This was also stated by Sa‘id bin Jubayr and others among
scholars of the earlier and later generations

§ly5 s'(&u) ) G

u‘ \]l§

dexcept that you do kindness to those brothers.p

means, the idea of inheriting from one another has gone, but
there remains the duty to offer support and kindness, to
uphold ties of brotherhood and to offer good advice.

€hhs ST 5 A XKy

&This has been written in the Book.» This ruling, which is that
those who are blood relatives have closer personal ties to one

(11 Al-Bukhari nos. 2292, 4580, 6747.
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another, is a ruling which Allah has decreed and which is
written in the First Book which cannot be altered or changed.
This is the view of Mujahid and others. (This is the case) even
though Alldh legislated something different at certain times,
and there is wisdom behind this, for He knew that this would
be abrogated and the original ruling that was instituted an
eternity ago would prevail, and this is His universal and
legislative decree. And Allah knows best.

et bl
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¢7. And when We took from the Prophets their covenant, and

from you, and from Nih, Ibrahim, Misa, and ‘'Isi son of
Maryam. We took from them a strong covenant.p

¢8. That He may ask the truthful about their truth. And He
has prepared for the disbelievers a painful torment.

The Covenant of the Prophets

Allah tells us about the five Mighty Messengers with strong
resolve and the other Prophets, how He took a covenant from
them to establish the religion of Allah and convey His
Message, and to cooperate and support one another, as Allah
says:
a3t 3 feail 2 ..~..«;=-) s o=t W g Sl 35 &y
6 A 06 2y K G S 06 1 02 0
44'3‘3‘.:-'-4-‘3‘ ;K:- G5 1,256

¢And when Allah took the covenant of the Prophels, saying:
“Take whatever I gave you from the Book and Hikmah, and
afterwards there will come to you a Messenger confirming what
is with you; you must, then, believe in him and help him."
Allah said: “Do you agree, and will you take up My
covenant?”’ They said: "“We agree." He said: '"Then bear
witness; and I am with you among the witnesses.’d (3:81)

This covenant was taken from them after their missions
started. Elsewhere in the Qur’an, Allah mentions five by name,
and these are the Mighty Messengers with strong resolve. They
are also mentioned by name in this Ayah and in the Ayah:



Siirah 33. Al-Ahzab (7 -8) (Part-21) 645

S el an G55 65 ady Tl el €5 Ly ok U ol 5 r‘-‘
) 411

$oa T 5 5 8 3 g
¢He (Allah) has ordained for you the same religion which He
ordained for Nith, and that which We have revealed to you, and
that which We ordained for Ibrahim, Miisa and ‘Isa saying you
should establish religion and make no divisions in it.p (42:13)

This is the covenant which Allah took from them, as He says:
$e g5 s (A @ s T (i G 52 61 3D
¢And when We took from the Prophets their covenant, and
from you, and from Nah, Ibrahim, Masa, and ‘'Isi son of
Maryam.»
This Ayah begins with the last Prophet, as a token of respect,
may the blessings of Allah be upon him, then the names of
the other Prophets are given in order, may the blessings of
Allah be upon them.
Ibn ‘Abbas said: “The strong covenant is Al-‘Ahd (the

covenant).!*)
i o GaSH JETP
¢That He may ask the truthful about their truth.p
Mujahid said: “This refers to, those who convey the Message
from the Messengers.”?!

€583 b

&And He has prepared for the disbelieversy i.e., among their
nations,

4 ticp

4a painful torment.$ i.e., agonizing.
We bear witness that the Messengers did indeed convey the
Message of their Lord and advised their nations, and that they
clearly showed them the truth in which there is no confusion,
doubt or ambiguity, even though they were rejected by the
ignorant, stubborn and rebellious wrongdoers. What the

(1] At-Tabari 20:213.
121 Al-Tabari 20:214.
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Messengers brought is the truth, and whoever opposes them is
misguided. As the people of Paradise will say:

(&LL-J.LJU @

¢Indeed, the Messengers of our Lord did come with the truth.p
(7:43)

z
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49. O you who believe! Remember Allah’s favor to you, when
there came against you hosts, and We sent against them a wind
and forces that you saw not. And Allah is Ever All-Seer of
what you do.»

€10. When they came upon you from above you and from below
you, and when the eyes grew wild and the hearts reached to the
throats, and you were harboring doubts about Allah.p

The Campaign of the Confederates (Al-Ah2db)

Allah tells us of the blessings and favors He bestowed upon
His believing servants when He diverted their enemies and
defeated them in the year when they gathered together and
plotted. That was the year of Al-Khandaq, in Shawwal of the
year 5 AH according to the well-known correct view, Miisa bin
‘Ugbah and others said that it was in the year 4 AH. The
reason why the Confederates came was that a group of the
leaders of the Jews of Banu Nadir, whom the Messenger of
Allah & had expelled from Al-Madinah to Khaybar, including
Sallam bin Abu Al-Hugqayq, Sallam bin Mishkam and Kinanah
bin Ar-Rabi’, went to Makkah where they met with the leaders
of Quraysh and incited them to make war against the Prophet
#. They promised that they would give them help and
support, and Quraysh agreed to that. Then they went to the
Ghatafan tribe with the same call, and they responded too.
The Quraysh came out with their company of men from
various tribes and their followers, under the leadership of Abu
Sufyan Sakhr bin Harb. The Ghatafan were led by ‘Uyaynah
bin Hisn bin Badr. In all they numbered nearly ten thousand.
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When the Messenger of Allah # heard that they had set out,
he commanded the Muslims to dig a ditch (Khandaq) around
Al-Madinah from the east. This was on the advice of Salman
Al-Farisi, may Allah be pleased with him. So the Muslims did
this, working hard, and the Messenger of Allah # worked with
them, carrying earth away and digging, in the process of
which there occurred many miracles and clear signs. The
idolators came and made camp to the north of Al-Madinah,
near Uhud, and some of them camped on the high ground
overlooking Al-Madinah, as Alldh says:
€8 Bt o) K65 o ST 4y
¢When they came upon you from above you and from below
you,»

The Messenger of Allah # came out with the believers, who
numbered nearly three thousand, or it was said that they
numbered seven hundred. They had their backs towards (the
mountain of) Sal‘ and were facing the enemy, and the ditch, in
which there was no water, was between the two groups,
preventing the cavalry and infantry from reaching them. The
women and children were in the strongholds of Al-Madinah.
Banu Qurayzah, who were a group among the Jews, had a
fortress in the south-east of Al-Madinah, and they had made a
treaty with the Prophet # and were under his protection. They
numbered nearly eight hundred fighters. Huyay bin Akhtab
An-Nadari went to them and kept trying to persuade them
until they broke the treaty and went over to the side of the
Confederates against the Messenger of Allah . The crisis
deepened and things got worse, as Allah says:

€05 9T, T SR o 2y
¢There, the believers were tried and shaken with a mighty
shaking .» {33: 11]

They besieged the Prophet # and his Companions for almost a
month, but they did not reach them and there was no fighting
between them, except for when ‘Amr bin ‘Abd Wadd Al-‘Amiri,
who was one of the most famous and bravest horsemen of the
Jahiliyyah, came with some other horsemen, and crossed the
ditch to the Muslim side. The Messenger of Allah & called for
the Muslim cavalry, and it was said that no one came forward.
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Then he called ‘Ali, may Allah be pleased with him, who came
forward and they fought in single combat until Ali, may Allah
be pleased with him, killed him, and this was a sign of
imminent victory.

Then Allah sent an intensely cold wind with strong gusts
against the Confederates, and they were left with no tents or
anything else; they could not light any fires or do anything,
and so they departed, disappointed and defeated, as Allih
says:

\EATPE RS R G P pag s (g u2
€O you who believe! Remember Allah's favor to you, when
there came against you hosts, and We sent against them a wind
and forcesp

Mujahid said: “This was the easterly wind.” This view is
supported by another Hadith:

BPAUIPICE TR P A TR

!l was given victory by the easterly wind, and ‘Ad were
destroyed by the westerly wind ")
daf fiz

dand forces that you smw not.» This refers to the angels who
shook them and cast fear and terror into their hearts. The chief
of each tribe said, “O Banu so-and-so, to me!” So they gathered
around him, and he said, “Let us save ourselves,” when Allah
cast fear and terror into their hearts.

In his Sahih, Muslim recorded that Ibrahim At-Taymi said
that his father said: “We were with Hudhayfah bin Al-Yaman,
may Alldh be pleased with him, and a man said to him: ‘If |
had met the Messenger of Allah # I would have fought
alongside him and I would have striven my utmost.’
Hudhayfah said to him: ‘Would you really have done that? I
was present with the Messenger of Allah % during (the
campaign) against the Confederates on a very cold and windy
night, and the Messenger of Allah # said:

wih £ s 0,8 o380 4 Sk 325 vh

" path Al-Bari 2:604.
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s there any man who will bring me news of the people? He
will be with me on the Day of Resurrection.»

None of us answered him, and he repeated it a second and a
third time. Then he & said:

58 5o i 650 L 10

«O Hudhayfah, get up and bring us news of the people.»

When he called me by name, I had no choice but to get up.
He said, ) e

(ol (55595 g3 Sy

Bring us news of the people, but do not alarm them .»

So I went, walking as if | were walking among pigeons, until |
came to them. I saw Abu Sufyan warming his back by the fire,

and I put an arrow in my bow, wanting to shoot it at him,
then I remembered what the Messenger of Allah # said,

e Az
Do not alarm them.»

If T shot the arrow, I would have hit him. So I came back,
again walking as if I were walking among pigeons, and I came
to the Messenger of Allah #. After my returning I began to feel
very cold. I told the Messenger of Allah i and he gave me to
wear a spare cloak of his which he used to pray in. I slept
until morning came, and when morning came, the Messenger
of Alldh # said, ,
WL “,j»

«Get up, O sleepy one!v’ 1!l
5 i ST B

¢When they came upon you from above youd refers to the
Confederates,

€& 5520 55

¢and from below you.p We have already noted the report from
Abu Hudhayfah that these were Banu Qurayzah.

M Muslim 3:1414.
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¢and when the eyes grew wild and the hearts reached to the
throats,®

means, from intense fear and terror.
Gl 4 S5y
¢and you were harboring doubts about Allah.p

Ibn Jarir said: “Some of those who were with the Messenger of
Allah &, had doubts and thought that the outcome would be
against the believers, and that Allah would allow that to
happen.” Muhammad bin Ishéaq said concerning the Ayah:

$o 2o A2 . R ke .
€A 4 308 Sl 2 o5 2T 225 35

€when the eyes grew wild and the hearts reached to the throats,
and you were harboring doubts about Allah.p

“The believers had all kinds of doubts, and hypocrisy
emerged to such an extent that Mu‘attib bin Qushayr, the
brother of Banu ‘Amr bin ‘Awf said: ‘Muhammad was
promising us that we would win the treasure of Chosroes and
Caesar, but one of us cannot even go and relieve himself.”!!!
Al-Hasan said concerning the Ayah:

i 4 A5
¢and you were harboring doubts about Allah.»

“There were different kinds of thoughts; the hypocrites thought
that Muhammad # and his Companions would be eliminated,
while the believers were certain that what Allah and His
Messenger i promised was true, and that He would cause the
religion to prevail even if the idolators hated it.”?l Ibn Abi
Hatim recorded that Abu Said, may Allah be pleased with
him, said: “On the day of Al-Khandaq, we said: ‘O Messenger
of Allah, is there anything we should say, for our hearts have
reached our throats?’ He # said:

‘e 2V & T4 17u1”e” » .1‘ ,. ..
G55 Lty 1558 Aot pall s1l (o

(1 Ibn Hisham 1:522.
121 At-Tabari 20:221.
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1Yes, say: O Allah, cover our weak points and calm our fears.»

Then [Allah] struck the faces of the enemy with the wind, and
defeated them with the wind. This was also recorded by Imam
Ahmad bin Hanbal from Abu ‘Amir Al-‘Agadi.!!!
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¢11. There, the believers were tried and shaken with a mighty
shaking .»

412. And when the hypocrites and those in whose hearts is a
disease said: "Allah and His Messenger promised us nothing
but delusion!"'%

¢13. And when a party of them said: “O people of Yathrib!
There is no postition for you. Therefore go back!"” And a band
of them ask for permission of the Prophet saying: ‘‘Truly, our
homes lie open.” And they lay not open. They but wished to
flee.»

How the Believers were tested, and the Position of the
Hypocrites during the Battle of Al-Khandaq

Allah tells us what happened when the Confederates
surrounded Al-Madinah and the Muslims were besieged and
found themselves in straitened circumstances, with the
Messenger of Allah % in their midst. They were tried and
tested, and were shaken with a mighty shaking. At this time
hypocrisy emerged, and those in whose hearts was a disease
spoke about what they really felt.
€Tiqs ) A 665 € 57 Ry W K 3% 1

¢And when the hypocrites and those in whose hearts is a

disease said: "Allah and His Messenger promised us nothing

but delusion!"'y ’

Their hypocrisy became apparent, while the one in whose
heart was doubt became weak, and he expressed the ideas
that were in his heart because of the weakness of his faith

(1 Ahmad 3:3.
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and the difficulty of the situation. And other people said, as
Allah tells us:

€ B 7 E 5
4¢And when a party of them said : 'O people of Yathrib...""d
meaning Al-Madinah, as it was reported in the Sahth:
B s5a @l 165 CaB s gn Sasl ke 56 (1 g 2uh
ol was shown in a dream the place to which you will migrate, a
land between two lava fields. At first I thought it was Hajar,
but it turned out to be Yathrib o!"!

According to another narration:
&

tAl-Madinah v It was said that the origin of its name Yathrib
was that a man settled there from (the people of) Al-‘Amaliq
whose name was Yathrib bin ‘Ubayd bin Mahlayil bin ‘Aws bin
‘Amlaq bin Lawudh bin Iram bin Sam bin Nuh. This was the
view of As-Suhayli. He said: “And it was narrated from some of
them that he said, It is given eleven names in the Tawrah: Al-
Madinah, Tabah, Tayyibah, Al-Miskinah, Al-Jabirah, Al-Muhib-
bah, Al-Mahbubah, Al-Qasimah, Al-Majbdrah, Al-‘Adhra’ and
Al-Marhimah.” o r
| €3 fi vy

('I’hek is no position for you.p means, ‘here, with the Prophet 3%,
you cannot stand guard,’

‘ ¢iasid
¢Therefore go backy means, ‘to your houses and dwellings’.

€3 15 55 LED

-

4¢And a band of them ask for permission of the Prophet

Al-‘Awfi reported that Ibn ‘Abbas, may Allah be pleased with
him said, “These were Banu Harithah, who said, ‘We fear for
our homes, that they may be robbed.”? This was also stated

1 Fath Al-Bari 12:439.
12l At-Tabari 20:226.
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mentioned that the
one who said this was
‘Aws bin Qayzi.l'l
They were using as
an excuse to go back
to their houses the
claim that they were
lying open and had
nothing to protect
them from the enemy,
so they were afraid for
their homes. But
Allah said:

5 & G
¢And they lay not
open.» meaning, it is
not as they claim.

€65 9 3 o

¢They but wished to
flee.» means, they
wanted to run away
from the battlefield.
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¢14. And if the enemy had entered from all sides, and they had
been exhorted to Al-Fitnah, they would surely have committed
it and would have hesitated thereupon but little.p

415. And indeed they had already made a covenant with Allah

(11 At-Tabari 20:225.
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not to turn their backs, and a covenant with Allah must be
answered for.p

416. Say: "Flight will not avail you if you flee from death or
killing and then you will enjoy no more than a little while!"'y

€17. Say: "Who is he who can protect you from Allah if He
intends to harm you, or intends mercy on you?'"' And they will
not find, besides Allah, for themselves any protector or any
helper.3»

Allah tells us about those who said:

€059 502 o B0 B G U2 G2 8 S
¢"“Truly, our homes lie open.” And they lay not open. They
but wished to flee.p

If the enemy had entered upon them from every side of Al-
Madinah and from every direction, then demanded that they
become disbelievers, they would have promptly done so. They
would not have adhered to their faith or remained steadfast in
it if they were faced with the slightest fear. This is how it was
interpreted by Qatadah, ‘Abdur-Rahmén bin Zayd and Ibn
Jarir.!!! This is a condemnation of them in the clearest terms.
Then Allah reminds them of the promise they had made to
Him before this fear struck them, that they would not turn
their backs or flee from the battlefield.

€62 4 5% 15y
¢and a covenant with Allah must be answered for.»

means, Allah will inevitably ask them about that covenant.
Then Alldh tells them that fleeing from battle will not delay
their appointed demise or make their lives any longer; on the
contrary, it may be the cause of their being taken sooner, and
in a sudden manner. Allah says:

6 ) 5055 ¥ i)
¢and then you will enjoy no more than a little while!y
meaning, ‘after you run away and flee from battle.’

Bl At-Tabari 20:227.
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¢Say : “'Short is the enjoyment of this world. The Hereafter is
better for him who have Taqwa''y (4:77).

Then Allah says:
. o5 - PR P P . % e e, . Ze s o @
o o add % iE S Fn Kl a5 B i 2 5
€is 8 4

4Say: “Who is he who can protect you from Allah if He
intends to harm you, or intends mercy on you?" And they will
not find, besides Allah, for themselves any protector or any
helper.»

meaning, they have no one else except Allah to respond to
their cries.
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418. Allah already knows those among you who keep back
(men) from fighting (in Allah's cause), and those who say to
their brethren, 'Come here towards us,"" while they come not to
the battle except a little,»

€19. Being miserly towards you. Then when fear comes, you
will see them looking to you, their eyes revolving like one over
whom hovers death; but when the fear departs, they will smite
you with sharp tongues, miserly towards good. Such have not
believed. Therefore, Allah makes their deeds fruitless and that is
ever easy for Allah.p

Allah tells us that His knowledge encompasses those who
sought to tell others not to go out and who said to their
brethren, meaning their companions, friend and
acquaintances,

€L iy
¢Come here towards us,$ meaning, come to where we are in the
shade and enjoying fruits. But in spite of that,

- -
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¢they come not to the battle except a little, being miserly
towards you.p

i.e., ‘they are mean and have no love or mercy towards you.’
As-Suddi said:
€5% 153
€Being miserly towards you.» means, with the booty.
€ 5 o 5 Y 500 0 40 1 50
¢Then when fear comes, you will see them looking to you, their
eyes revolving like one over whom hovers death ;»

means, because of the intensity of their fear and terror; this is
how afraid these cowards are of fighting.

€6, 50, ot S0 35 3
¢but when the fear departs, they will smite you with sharp
tongues,$
means, when security is restored, they will speak eloquently
and nicely, claiming that they were the bravest and most

chivalrous of men, but they are lying. Ibn ‘Abbas, may Allah
be pleased with him, said:

$lmicd
dthey will smite youp means, “they will start to talk about
you.”!! Qatadah said: “But when it comes to the booty, the
most miserly of people and the worst to have to share the booty
with are those who say, ‘Give us, give us, we were there with
you,” but during battle they were the most cowardly and the
most likely to fail to support the truth.”?! They are miserly
towards good, meaning that there is no goodness in them, for

they have combined cowardice with lies and little good. Allah
says:

s & o g o8 A A0 30K g 5 agh

4¢Such have not believed. Therefore Allah makes their deeds
fruitless and that is ever easy for Allah.»

[ At-Tabari 20:232.
(2} At-Tabari 20:232.
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§20. They think that the Confederates have not yet withdrawn;
and if the Confederates should come, they would wish they were
in the deserts among the bedouins, seeking news about you;

and if they were to be among you, they would not fight but
little .

This is another aspect of their abhorrent attribute of cowardice
and fear:

€055 J 555 5
€They think that the Confederates have not yet withdrawn ;»
and that they are still close by and will return.
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CRUS 32 oin ORIl g il 481 5 055 6281 o o5p

dand if the Confederates should come, they would wish they
were in the deserts among the bedouins, seeking news about
you;$
means, ‘if the Confederates should come back, they hope that
they will not be present with you in Al-Madinah, but that they
will be in the desert, asking about news of you and what
happened to you with your enemy.’

€S8 ) 0 ¢ K e 53

gand if they were to be among you, they would not fight but
little .y

means, if they are among you, they will not fight alongside
you very much,’ because they are so cowardly and weak, and
have so little faith, but Allah knows best about them.

G A A A S sy K D
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s 6y S s
421. Indeed in the Messenger of Allah you have a good example
to follow for him who hopes in Allih and the Last Day, and
remembers Allah much.»
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€22. And when the believers saw the Confederates, they said:
“This is what Allah and His Messenger had promised us; and
Allah and His Messenger had spoken the truth." And it only
added to their faith and to their submissiveness.

The Command to follow the Messenger i

This Ayah is an important principle, to follow the Messenger of
Allah # in all his words, and deeds, etc. Hence Allah
commanded the people to take the Prophet # as an example
on the day of Al-Ahzab, with regard to patience, guarding,
striving and waiting for Allah to provide the way out; may the
peace and blessings of Allah be upon him forever, until the
Day of Judgement. Allah says to those who were anxious and
impatient and were shaken by feelings of panic on the day of
Al-Ahzab:

€ 585050 K ¥ B

¢Indeed in the Messenger of Allah you have a good example to
followyp

meaning, ‘why do you not take him # as an example and
follow his lead?’ Allah says:

& & % T 5 & 3 00 3y

&for him who hopes in Allah and the Last Day, and remembers
Allah much.p

The Attitude of the Believers towards the Confederates

Then Allah tells us about His believing servants who believed
Allah’s promise to them and how He will make the
consequences good for them in this world and in the
Hereafter. He says:

it B 335 i W0 68 6 Qo s G €
¢And when the believers saw the Confederates, they said : "'This
is what Allah and His Messenger had promised us; and Allah
and His Messenger had spoken the truth.”$
Ibn ‘Abbas, may Alldh be pleased with him, and Qatadah said:
“They mean what Allah said in Surat Al-Bagarah:
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4Or think you that you
will enter Paradise with-
out such (trials) as came
to those who passed
away before you? They
were afflicted with severe
poverty and ailments
and were so shaken that
even the Messenger and
those who believed along
with him said,’'When
(will come) the help of
Allah?" Yes! Certainly,
the help of Allah is
near!p(2:214)1"!

meaning, ‘this is the

trial and test that Allah and His Messenger promised us would
be followed by the help and victory of Allah that is near.’ Alldh

says:

LY ol it

dand Allah and His Messenger had spoken the truth.»

LA

21 V) 7355 1)

>

4And it only added to their faith and to their submissiveness.p

This indicates that faith can increase and strengthen in
accordance with people’s circumstances, as the majority of
scholars stated: faith can increase and decrease. We have
stated this at the beginning of our commentary on Al-Bukhari,

(1] Ay-Tabari 20:236.
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praise be to Allah.

€5 6
€And it only added) means, at that time of stress and difficulty
<) Yy
4to their faithp in Allah,
€O
dand to their submissiveness. means their submission to His

commands and their obedience to His Messenger #.
¢ENCS5 ik ok 40 Y

€23. Among the believers are men who have been true to their
covenant with Allah; of them some have fulfilled their Nahbah;
and some of them are still waiting, but they have never changed
in the least.)

€24. That Allah may reward the men of truth for their truth,
and punish the hypocrites, if He wills, or accept their
repentance by turning to them. Verily, Allah is Oft-Forgiving,
Most Merciful .»

Praise for the Believers’ Attitude, and leaving the
ultimate Fate of the Hypocrites to Allih
When Alldh mentions how the hypocrites broke their promise to

Him that they would not turn their backs, He describes the
believers as firmly adhering to their covenant and their promise:
L e A VA T
¢[they] have been true to their covenant with Allah; of them
some have fulfilled their Nahbah ;»
Some of them said: “Met their appointed time (i.e., death).” Al-
Bukhari said, “Their covenant, and refers back to the
beginning of the Ayah.”!l

") Fath Al-Bari 8:377.
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&and some of them are still waiting, but they have never
changed in the least.p

means, they have never changed or broken their covenant with
Allah.

Al-Bukhari recorded that Zayd bin Thabit said: “When we
wrote down the Mushaf, an Ayah from Surat Al-Ahzdb was
missing, which I used to hear the Messenger of Allah &
reciting. 1 did not find it with anyone except Khuzaymah bin
Thabit Al-Ansari, may Allah be pleased with him, whose
testimony the Messenger of Allah # counted as equal to that
of two other men. (The Ayah in question was:)

o e 2e s tBie B s gt e,
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¢Among the believers are men who have been true to their
covenant with Allah ;")

This was recorded by Al-Bukhari but not by Muslim, It was
also recorded by Ahmad in his Musnad, and by At-Tirmidhi
and An-NasaT in the chapters on Tafsir in their Sunans. At-
Tirmidhi said, “Hasan Sahih.”?

Al-Bukhari also recorded that Anas bin Mailik, may Allah be
pleased with him, said: “We think that this Ayah was revealed
concerning Anas bin An-Nadr, may Allah be pleased with him:

€5 90148 C I 36, el 3D

¢Among the believers are men who have been true to their
covenant with Allah 3™

This was reported only by Al-Bukhari, but there are
corroborating reports with other chains of narration. Imam
Ahmad recorded that Anas said: “My paternal uncle Anas bin
Al-Nadr, may Allah be pleased with him, after whom I was
named, was not present with this Messenger of Alldh & at
Badr, and this distressed him. He said: ‘The first battle at

!l Fath Al-Bari 8:377.

12 Ahmad 5:188, Tuhfat Al-Ahwadhi 8:520, An-Nasa’i in Al-Kubra
6:430.

B) Fath Al-Bari 8:377.
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which the Messenger of Allah # was present, and I was
absent; if Allah shows me another battle with the Messenger of
Allah #, Allah will see what I will do!’ He did not want to say
more than that. He was present with the Messenger of Allsh
at Uhud, where he met Sa‘d bin Mu‘adh, may Alldh be pleased
with him. Anas, may Allah be pleased with him, said to him,
‘O Abu ‘Amr! Where are you going?’ He replied, 1 long for the
fragrance of Paradise and I have found it near the mountain of
Uhud.” He fought them until he was killed, may Allah be
pleased with him. Eighty-odd stab wounds and spear wounds
were found on his body, and his sister, my paternal aunt Ar-
Rabayyi‘ bint Al-Nadr said, 1 only recognized my brother by
his fingertips.’ Then this Ayah was revealed'

Uy U0 oF i A o8 oF 40 S 1 LGS U RS 3C, Gudil 2
€H%C 3K
¢Among the believers are men who have been true to their
covenant with Allah; of them some have fulfilled their Nahbah;
and some of them are still waiting, but they have never changed
in the least.p
They used to think that it had been revealed concerning him
and his companions, may Allah be pleased with them."!!
This was also recorded by Muslim, At-Tirmidhi and An-
Nasai.l?!
Ibn Jarir narrated that Musa bin Talhah said: “Mu‘awiyah
bin Abi Sufyian, may Allah be pleased with him, stood up and
said, T heard the Messenger of Allah # say:

i i 3 i
«Talhah is one of those who have fulfilled their Nahbah.» "%
Mujéhid said concerning the Ayah:
€42 o o iSd
4of them some have fulfilled their Nahbah ;»

(1 Ahmad 3:194

2 Muslim 3:1512, Tuhfat AlLAhwadhi 9:60, An-Nasai in AlLKubra
6:430.

Bl At-Tirmidhi no. 3432, 3433.
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“Their covenant,

il 5 s
¢and some of them are still waitingy they are waiting for battle so
that they can do well.”!! Al-Hasan said:

€ 5
&of them some have fulfilled their Nahbah ;3 “They died true to their
covenant and loyal, and some are still waiting to die in a similar
manner, and some of them have never changed in the least.”?!

This was also the view of Qatddah and Ibn Zayd. Some of them
said that the word Nahbah means a vow.

€l U5 Oy
¢but they have never changed in the least.p

means, they never changed their covenant or were disloyal or
committed treachery, but they persisted in what they had
promised and did not break their vow, unlike the hypocrites
who said:
€00 V) 5505 of e G U5 e G2 AP
€"Truly, our homes lie open.” And they lay not open. They
but wished to flee.$ [33:13]

‘f"\j‘/.,‘yd-’u‘;‘ii’*ﬂ-‘,/’:;' sy

¢And indeed they had already made a covenant with Allah not
to turn their backs,p [33:15]

€l LF 0 o sl S35 fiie Sl AT &Y
&That Allah may reward the men of truth for their truth, and

punish the hypocrites, if He wills, or accept their repentance by
turning to them.$

Allah tests His servants with fear and shaking so as to tell the
evil from the good, as each will be known by his deeds.
Although Allah knows what the outcome will be before
anything happens, still He does not punish anyone on the

11 At-Tabari 20:238.
12} At-Tabari 20:239.
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basis of His knowledge until they actually do what He knows
they will do. As Allah says:

A T Gl £, sl 6 5 RELEY
¢And surely, We shall try you till We test those who strive
hard and patient, and We shall test your facts.p (47:31).

This refers to knowing something after it happens, even
though Allah knows it before it comes to pass. Allah says:

AP A AR R A g oA I ey MEL LS 2
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(h,emd‘m;:

¢Allah will not leave the believers in the state in which you are
now, until He distinguishes the wicked from the good. Nor will
Allah disclose to you the secrets of the Unseenp (3:179).

Allah says here:

& 5250 B T

- e el

€That Allah may reward the men of truth for their truth,

meaning, for their patience in adhering to the covenant they
had made with Allah and keeping their promise.
€l Sip

dand punish the hypocrites,$ who are the ones who broke the
covenant and went against the commands of Allah, for which
they deserve to be punished, but they are subject to His will in
this world. If He wills, He will leave them as they are until they
meet Him [in the Hereafter], when He will punish them, or if He
wills, He will guide them to give up their hypocrisy and to
believe and do righteous deeds after they had been wrongdoers
and sinners. Since His mercy and kindness towards His
creation prevail over His wrath, He says:

€t 3 5 M )
¢Verily, Allah is Oft-Forgiving, Most Merciful .»
G5 & < Sl Gl B 8 G UC F L0l UK B A
425. And Allah drove back those who disbelieved in their rage:
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they gained no advantage. Allah sufficed for the believers in the
fighting. And Allah is Ever All-Strong, All-Mighty.»

Allah drove back the Confederates disappointed and lost

Allah tells us how he drove the Confederates away from Al-
Madinah by sending against them a wind and troops of angels.
If Allah had not made his Messenger #% a Mercy to the Worlds,
this wind would have been more severe than the barren wind
which He sent against ‘Ad, but Allah says:
SR e e R
¢And Allah would not punish them while you are amongst
them$ (8:33).

So, Allah sent them a wind which dispersed them after they
had gathered on the basis of their whims. They were a mixture
of tribes and parties with a variety of opinions, so it was
befitting that a wind should be sent against them that would
scatter them and break up their gathering, driving them back
disappointed and lost in their hatred and enmity. They did not
achieve any worldly good such as the victory and booty that
they had hoped for, nor did they achieve any good in the
Hereafter, because of their sin of declaring enmity against the
Messenger # and seeking to kill him and destroy his army.
Whoever wants and seriously intends to do a thing is the same
as one who actually does it.

€3G Gl 0 G5
4Allah sufficed for the believers in the fighting.$

means, they did not have to fight them in order to expel them
from their land, but Allah Alone sufficed them and helped His
servant and granted victory to His troops. Hence the
Messenger of Allah # used to say,

S p5ay i 3l i pal i Gis dusy B Yy Y
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“None has the right to be worshipped but Allah, Alone, He was
true to His promise, and He helped His servant, and He gave

might to His soldiers and defeated the Confederates alone and
there is nothing after Him.»
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This was reported from a Hadith of Abu Hurayrah, may Allah
be pleased with him.!!l In the Two Sahihs it was recorded that
‘Abdullah bin Abi ‘Awfd, may Allah be pleased with him, said:
“The Messenger of Allah 3% invoked Allah against the
Confederates and said:

G A P 5 8 ool s O il

«O Alldh, Who revealed the Book and is swift in bringing to
account, defeat the Confederates, O Allah defeat them and shake

them 112! L
§ It il A0 35

¢Allah sufficed for the believers in the fighting.»

This Ayah indicates that there would be a cessation of war
between them and Quraysh; after this, the idolators did not
attack the Muslims, on the contrary, the Muslims attacked
them in their own land.

Imam Ahmad recorded that Sulayméan bin Surad, may Alldh
be pleased with him, said: “On the day of Al-Ahzab, the
Messenger of Allah $# said:

R A
«Now we will attack them and they will not attack us .o
This was also recorded by Al-Bukhari in his Sahih.!*!

A A

¢And Allah is Ever All-Strong, All-Mighty.» means, by His power
and might He drove them back disappointed and lost, and they
did not achieve anything, and Allah granted victory to Islam
and its followers, and fulfilled His promise and helped His
servant and Messenger; to Him be blessings and praise.
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M Fath Al-Bari 7:469, Muslim 3:2089.
12l Fath Al-Bari 7:469, Muslim 3:1363.
1Bl Ahmad 4:162.

1) Fath Al-Bari 7:467.
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426. And those of the People of the Scripture who backed them,
Allah brought them down from their forts and cast terror into
their hearts; a group you killed, and a group you made
captives.p

427. And He caused you to inherit their lands, and their
houses, and their riches, and a land which you had not
trodden. And Allah is able to do all things.»

The Campaign against Banu Qurayzah

We have already noted that when the Confederates came and
camped outside Al-Madinah, Banu Qurayzah broke the
covenant that existed between them and the Messenger of
Allah j&. This happened by the agency of Huyay bin Akhtab
An-Nadari, may Allah curse him, who entered their stronghold
and would not leave their leader, Ka’b bin Asad, alone until he
agreed to break the covenant. Among the things that he said
to him was, “Woe to youl! This is the opportunity for glory. The
Quraysh and their company of men from various tribes, and
the Ghatafan and their followers, have come to you, and they
will stay here until they eliminate Muhammad and his
companions.” Kad said to him, “No, by Allah, this is the
opportunity for humiliation. Woe to you, O Huyay, you are a
bad omen. Leave us alone.” But Huyay kept trying to persuade
him until he agreed to his request. He laid down the condition
that if the Confederates went away without doing anything, he
(Huyay] would join them in their stronghold and would share
their fate. When Banu Qurayzah broke their covenant and
news of this reached the Messenger of Allah #, he and the
Muslims were very distressed by that. When Allah helped him
by suppressing his enemy and driving them back disappointed
and lost, having gained nothing, the Messenger of Allah i
returned to Al-Madinah in triumph and the people put down
their weapons.

While the Messenger of Allah §& was washing off the dust of
battle in the house of Umm Salamah, may Allah be pleased
with her, Jibril, upon him be peace, came to him wearing a
turban of brocade, riding on a mule on which was a cloth of

silk brocade. He said, “Have you put down your weapons, O
Messenger of Allah?”
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He i said, “Yes.” He said, “But the angels have not put
down their weapons. 1 have just now come back from pursuing
the people.” Then he said: “Allah, may He be blessed and
exalted, commands you to get up and go to Banu Qurayzah.”
According to another report, “What a fighter you are! Have you
put down your weapons?” He # said, “Yes.” He said, “But we
have not put down our weapons yet, get up and go to these
people.” He i said: “Where?” He said, “Banu Qurayzah, for
Allah has commanded me to shake them.” So the Messenger
of Allah # got up immediately, and commanded the people to
march towards Banu Qurayzah, who were a few miles from Al-
Madinah.!!! This was after Salat Az-Zuhr. He i said,

i g g Y i & 30 g

tNo one among you should pray 'Asr except at Banu
Qurayzah »1?

So, the people set out, and the time for the prayer came while
they were still on the road. Some of them prayed on the road,
saying, “The Messenger of Allah # only wanted to make us
march quickly.” Others said, “We will not pray it until we
reach Banu Qurayzah.” Neither of the two groups were
rebuked for what they did. The Messenger of Allah i followed
them. He left Ibn Umm Maktim, may Allah be pleased with
him, in charge of Al-Madinah, and he had given the flag to ‘Ali
bin Abi Talib, may Allah be pleased with him. Then the
Messenger of Allah # went to them (Banu Qurayzah) laying
seige to them for twenty-five days.

When this had gone on for too long, they agreed to accept
the judgement of Sa‘d bin Mu‘adh, the leader of ‘Aws because
they had been their allies during the Jahiliyyah, so they
thought that he would treat them kindly as ‘Abdullah bin
Ubayy bin Salil had done for his allies of Banu Qaynuqa‘
when he had asked the Messenger of Allah i to set them free.
So, these people thought that Sa‘d would do the same for
them as Ibn Ubayy had done for those people. They did not
know that Sa‘d had been struck by an arrow in his medial

1l See Al-Bukhari no. 4117, 4118, Ahmad 6:56, and Al-Majma’
6:140.

12 Al-Bukhari 4119, and Muslim 1770.
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arm vein during the campaign of Al-Khandaq. The Messenger
of Allah # had had his vein cauterized and had brought him
to stay in a tent in the Masjid so that he could keep a close
eye on him. One of the things that Sa‘d, may Allah be pleased
with him, said in his supplication was, “O Allah, if there is
still anything that has to do with the war against Quraysh,
then keep me alive for it, and if You decree that the war
between us and them is over, then let the bleeding be
renewed, but do not let me die until I get my satisfaction with
regard to Banu Qurayzah.” Allah answered his prayer and
decreed that they would agree to be referred to him for
judgement, and this was their own free choice. When this
happened, the Messenger of Allah i called him to come from
Al-Madinah to pass judgement on them. When he arrived,
riding on a donkey that had been specially equipped for him to
ride, some of the ‘Aws began to urge him not to be too harsh,
saying, “O Sa‘d, they are your clients so be kind to them,
trying to soften his heart.” But he kept quiet and did not
answer them. When they persisted in their request, he said,
“Now it is time for Sa‘d to make sure that no rebuke or
censure will divert him from the path of Allah.” Then they
knew that he would not let them live.

When he reached the tent where the Messenger of Allah &
was, the Messenger of Allah 3% said:

L )1yt
wStand up for your leader .» So the Muslims stood up for him, and
welcomed him with honor and respect as befitted his status and

so that his judgement would have more impact. When he sat
down, the Messenger of Alldh % said:

i W g (K56 (LS B 15 B - gy 500 - g B
These peopler — and he pointed to them - thave agreed to
accept your judgement, so pass judgement on them as you
wish.»

Sa‘d, may Allah be pleased with him, said: “My judgement will
be carried out?” The Messenger of Alldh # said: “Yes.”
He said, “And it will be carried out on those who are in this

tent?” He said, “Yes.” He said, “And on those who are on this
side?” — and he pointed towards the side where the Messenger
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of Allah #& was, but he did not look directly at the Messenger
of Allah #& out of respect for him. The Messenger of Allah %
said to him: “Yes.”

So Sa‘d, may Allah be pleased with him, said: “My
judgement is that their fighters should be killed and their
children and wealth should be seized.” The Messenger of Allah
# said:

“You have judged according to the ruling of Allah from above
the seven heavens.»

According to another report:

You have judged according to the ruling of the Sovereign »!!!

Then the Messenger of Alldh # commanded that ditches
should be dug, so they were dug in the earth, and they were
brought tied by their shoulders, and were beheaded. There
were between seven hundred and eight hundred of them. The
children who had not yet reached adolescence and the women
were taken prisoner, and their wealth was seized.?}

All of this is stated both briefly and in detail, with evidence
and Hadiths, in the book of Sirah which we have written,
praise and blessings be to Allah. Allah said:

%

€538 o 55
¢And those who backed them, Allah brought them down3

means, those who helped and supported them in their war
against the Messenger of Alldh .

€501 gl 9

4of the People of the Scripturep means, Banu Qurayzah, who were
Jews from one of the tribes of Israel. Their forefathers had
settled in the Hijaz long ago, seeking to follow the Unlettered
Prophet of whom they read in the Tawrah and Injil.

(1 Similar was recorded by Al-Bukhari no. 4122, Muslim nos. 1768
and 1769, and Ahmad 6:141, 142,

121 At-Tabari 20:247. See also Fath Al-Bari 7:414.
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o it gz i CEp
¢then when there came to them that which they had recognized,
they disbelieved in ity (2:89).
May the curse of Allah be upon them.
€resls ond
¢from their fortsp means, from their strongholds. This was the
view of Mujahid, Tkrimah, ‘Atd’, Qatadah, As-Suddi and others
of the Salaf.!!! st s B e
N fgosb ¢ SE3P
¢and cast terror into their hearts;» means fear, because they had
supported the idolators in their war against the Messenger of
Allah # and the one who knows is not like the one who does
not know. They had terrified the Muslims and intended to kill
them so as to gain earthly power, but their plans backfired;
the idolators ran away and the believers were victorious while
the disbelievers were losers; where they had aimed for glory,
they were humiliated. They wanted to eradicate the Muslims
but they were themselves eradicated. In addition to all this,
they are doomed in the Hereafter, so by all acounts they are
counted as losers. Allah says:
€6) 2wy oL GiP
4a group you killed, and a group you made captives.p

Those who were killed were their warriors, and the prisoners
were their children and women.

Imam Ahmad recorded that ‘Ativah Al-Qurazi said, “lI was
shown to the Prophet & on the day of Qurayzah, because they
were not sure about me. The Prophet # told them to look at
me to see whether I had grown any body hair yet. They looked
and saw that I had not grown any body hair, so they let me go
and I was put with the other prisoners.”? This was also
recorded by the Sunan compilers, and At-Tirmidhi said it is
Hasan Sahih.”® An-Nasal also recorded something similar

M) At-Tabari 20:249.
12 Ahmad 4 :383.

Bl Abu Dawud 4:561, Tuhfat Al-Ahwadhi 5:207, An-NasaT in Al
Kubra 5:185, Tbn Majah 2 :849.
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from ‘Atiyah.!!)

A sy i SEhy
¢And He caused you to inherit their lands, and their houses,
and their riches,¥

means, ‘He gave these things to you after you killed them.’
€@ J oy
¢and a land which you had not trodden.®

It was said that this was Khaybar, or that it was the lands of
the Persians and Romans. Ibn Jarir said, “It could be that all
of these are referred to .

€0 53 Je F G <B)
¢And Allah is able to do all things.p"?
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€28. O Prophet! Say to your wives: “If you desire the life of
this world, and its glitter, then come! I will make a provision
for you and set you free in a handsome manner."$

€29. “But if you desire Allah and His Messenger, and the
Home of the Hereafter, then verily, Alldh has prepared for the
doers of good among you an enormous reward."»

Giving the Wives of the Prophet i the Choice

Here Allih commands His Messenger # to give his wives the
choice of separating from him so that they may go to someone
else with whom they can find what they want of the life of this
world and its attractions, or of patiently bearing the straitened
circumstances with the Prophet # for which they will have a
great reward with Allah. They chose Allah and His Messenger
# and the Home of the Hereafter, may Allah be pleased with
them. Then Allah gave them the best both of this world and of

) An-Nasa’ in Al-Kubra 5:185.
[21 At-Tabari 20:250.
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the Hereafter. Al-Bukhari narrated from ‘A’ishah, may Allah be
pleased with her, the wife of the Prophet i that the Messenger
of Alldh # came to her when Alldh commanded him to give
his wives the choice. She said, “The Messenger of Allah i
started with me, and said,

0o PR I R WL BT P A TR %L
I am going to tell you about something and you do not have to
hasten to respond until you consult your parents.»”

He knew that my parents would never tell me to leave him.
Then he said:
~ 2052 B a2
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Eg

tAllah says: ¢"'O Prophet! Say to your wives..."'p»

and he recited the two Aydt. I said to him, “Concerning what
do I need to consult my parents? I choose Allah and His
Messenger and the Home of the Hereafter.”!!l He also narrated
it without a chain of narrators, and added, “She said, then all
the wives of the Prophet # did the same as 1.”2l

Imam Ahmad recorded that ‘A’ishah, may Allah be pleased
with her, said: “The Messenger of Allah i gave us the choice,
and we chose him, so giving us that choice was not regarded
as divorce.”® It was recorded by (Al-Bukhari and Muslim)
from the Hadith of Al-A‘mash."! Imam Ahmad recorded that
Jabir, may Alldh be pleased with him, said: “Abu Bakr, may
Allah be pleased with him, came to ask permission to see the
Messenger of Allah # and the people were sitting at his door,
and the Prophet # was sitting, but he did not give him
permission. Then ‘Umar, may Alldh be pleased with him, came
and asked permission to see him, but he did not give him
permission. Then he gave Abu Bakr and ‘Umar, may Alldh be
pleased with them both, permission, and they entered. The
Prophet i was sitting with his wives around him, and he
was silent. ‘Umar, may Allih be pleased with him, said, T will
tell the Prophet # something to make him smile.” Umar, may

Bl path Al-Bari 8:379.

(2l Rath Al-Bari 8:380.

31 Ahmad 6:45.

1 Fath Al-Bari 9:280, Muslim 2:1104.
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Allah be pleased with him, said, ‘O Messenger of Allah, if only
you had seen the daughter of Zayd - the wife of ‘Umar -
asking me to spend on her just now; I broke her neck!!!! The
Messenger of Allah j% smiled so broadly that his molars could
be seen, and he said,

350 q_jt’_,: &A:’; 331
tThey are around me asking me to spend on them.»
Abu Bakr, may Alldah be pleased with him, got up to deal with
‘A'ishah; and Umar, may Allah be pleased with him, got up to
deal with Hafsah, and both of them were saying, ‘You are
asking the Prophet # for that which he does not havel’ But
the Messenger of Allah # stopped them, and they (his wives)
said, By Allah, after this we will not ask the Messenger of
Allah #5 for anything that he does not have.” Then Allah

revealed the Ayah telling him to give them the choice, and he
started with ‘A’ishah, may Alldh be pleased with her. He said,

N DO LR S SR JUM RV BB BT
oI am going to tell you something, and I would like you not to
gomng y g y

hasten to respond until you consult your parents.»
She said, ‘What is it?’ He recited to her:

4O Prophet! Say to your wives...p ‘A'ishah, may Allah be pleased
with her, said, Do I need to consult my parents concerning
you? I choose Allah and His Messenger, but I ask you not to tell
of my choice to your other wives.’ He # said:

S i Al v oo e gy o A o JE @ op

tAllah did not send me to be harsh, but He sent me to teach in
a gentle and easy manner. If any of them asks me what your
decision was, I will tell her »12

This was also recorded by Muslim, but not Al-Bukhari; An-
Nasa’ also recorded it.!®!

m Figuratively.
21 Ahmad 3:328.
B) Muslim 2:1104, An-Nasa’ 5:383.
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that time he was
married to nine
women, five of them
were from Quraysh -
‘A’ishah, Hafsah.
Umm Habibah,
Sawdah and Umm
Salamah, may Allah
be pleased with them.
And he was also
married to Safiyyah
bint Huyay An-
Nadariyyah,
Maymunah bint Al-
Harith Al-Hilaliyyah,
Zaynab bint Jahsh Al-

Asadiyyah and
Juwayriyyah bint Al-
Harith Al -

Mustalaqiyyah, may
Allah be pleased with
all of them.!!
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430. O wives of the Prophet! Whoever of you commits an open
Fahishah, the torment for her will be doubled, and that is ever

easy for Allah.p

¢31. And whosoever of you is obedient to Allah and His
Messenger, and does righteous good deeds, We shall give her,
her reward twice over, and We have prepared for her a noble

provision .

(11 At-Tabari 20:252.
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The Wives of the Prophet i& are not like Other Women

This Ayah is addressed to the wives of the Prophet i who
chose Allah and His Messenger and the Home of the Hereafter,
and remained married to the Messenger of Allah #. Thus it
was befitting that there should be rulings which applied only
to them, and not to other women, in the event that any of
them should commit open Fahishah. Ibn ‘Abbas, may Allah be
pleased with him, said: “This means Nushiiz (rebellion) and a
bad attitude.”!! Whatever the case, this is a conditional
phrase and it does not imply that what is referred to would
actually happen. This is like the Ayat:

€0l 35 8 5 A o 60 05 38 o

4And indeed it has been revealed to you, as it was to those

before you: "If you join others in worship with Allah, surely

your deeds will be in vain."y (39:65)

G B 6L B Sy
4But if they had joined in worship others with Allgh, all that
they used to do would have been of no benefit to them.p (6:88)
€@l B 55 & o 3P

4Say: “If the Most Gracious had a son, then I am the first of

(Allah's) worshippers.") (43:81)

Aol i B Rs s o s e gid 6y Ja s P
s

¢Had Allah willed to take a son, He could have chosen whom

He willed out of those whom He created. But glory be to Him!
He is Alldh, the One, the Irresistible.p (39:4).
Because their status is so high, it is appropriate to state that

the sin, if they were to commit it, would be so much worse, so
as to protect them and their Hijab. Allah says:

P
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¢Whoever of you commits an open Fahishah, the torment for

1l A)-Baghawi 3:527.
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her will be doubled,$
Malik narrated from Zayd bin Aslam:

gore sa es s
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§the torment for her will be doubled,$ “In this world and the next.”
Something similar was narrated from Ibn Abi Najth, from
Mujahid.

€ A & D s

dand that is ever easy for Allah.» it is very easy indeed. Then
Allah mentions His justice and His bounty, in the Ayah:
€ & B 3 o5

¢And whosoever of you is obedient to Allah and His

Messenger,
i.e., obeys Allah and His Messenger #,

e 6, 4 6355 2 G G
¢We shall give her, her reward twice over, and We have
prepared for her a noble provision.p

i.e., in Paradise, for they will be in the dwellings of the
Messenger of Allah # in the highest reaches of ‘lliyin,"
above the dwellings of all the people, in Al-Wasilah!® which is
the closest of the dwellmgs of Paradise to the Throne.

.Ja i g,, Sl 5253 56 B o) i ;1.;. .)\..J S iy
2 VT Al & < $ RN o 55 @G G 5
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i8adly B oo & M g §% U SR @l £l o A
(@J_\.} l:._.lgi =¥ & ol

€32. O wives of the Prophet! You are not like any other
women. If you keep you have Taqwa, then be not soft in
speech, lest he in whose heart is a disease should be moved with
desire, but speak in an honorable manner.p

(11 see the explanation of Sirat Al- Muttaffifin 83 :18.

12l gee the heading “Occasions for saying Saladh upon him” under the
explanation of Ayah no. $6. of this Sirah.
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€33. And stay in your houses, and do not Tabarruj yourselves
like the Tabarruj of the times of ignorance, and perform the
Salah, and give Zakah and obey Allih and His Messenger.
Allah wishes only to remove the Ar-Rijs from you, O members
of the family, and to purify you with a thorough purification.»

€34. And remember, that which is recited in your houses of the
Ayat of Allah and Al-Hikmah. Verily, Allah is Ever Most
Courteous, Well-Acquainted with all things.p

Enjoining certain Manners so that the Mothers of the
Believers may be an Example; and the Prohibition of

Tabarruj

These are the good manners which Alldh enjoined upon the
wives of the Prophet & so that they would be an example for
the women of the Ummah to follow. Allah said, addressing the
wives of the Prophet # that they should fear Allah as He
commanded them, and that no other woman is like them or
can be their equal in virtue and status. Then Allah says:

5L 515 Sip
¢then be not soft in speech,p As-Suddi and others said, this
means, do not be gentle in speech when addressing men. Allah
says:

S g ol L33

¢lest he in whose heart is a disease should be moved with
desire, ¥

means, something unclean.

€625 55 Sisp
¢but speak in an honorable manner.p Ibn Zayd said: “Decent and
honorable talk that is known to be good.”!! This means that
she should address non-Mahram men in a manner in which
there is no softness, i.e., a woman should not address a non-
Mahram man in the same way that she addresses her husband.

€52 0 559

(1 At-Tabari 20:258.

,r/
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¢And stay in your houses,» means, stay in your houses and do
not come out except for a purpose. One of the purposes
mentioned in Shari‘ah is prayer in the Masjid, so long as the
conditions are fulfilled, as the Messenger of Allah # said:

1A 545 505 B Gl i ey 185 D

Do not prevent the female servants of Allah from the
Masjids of Allah, but have them go out without wearing
fragrance.!")

According to another report:
5 97 ve7 352 p.
R ey

teven though their houses are better for them b2

€T g5 25 5 D
dand do not Tabarruj yourselves like the Tabarruj of the times
of ignorance,»

Muyjahid said: “Women used to go out walking in front of men,
and this was the Tabarryj of Jahiliyyah."!
Qatadah said:
CINT sV 28 < 5
¢and do not Tabarruj yourselves like the Taburruj of the times
of ignorance, ¥

“When they go out of their homes walking in a shameless and
flirtatious manner, and Allah, may He be exalted, forbade
that.”*! Mugqatil bin Hayyan said:

€I ¥ gF < B
¢and do not Tabarruj yourselves like the Tabarruj of the times
of ignorance, ¥

“Tabarruj is when a woman puts a Khimar on her head but
does not tie it properly.”®!

1l Abu Dawud 1:381.

121 Abu Dawud 1:382.

BY Ad-Durr Al-Manthar 6 :602.
191 At-Tabari 20:259.

151" Ad-Durr Al-Manthur 6:602.
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So her necklaces, earrings and neck, and all of that can be
seen. This is Tabarruj, and Allah addresses all the women of
the believers with regard to Tabarruj.

G & Sl B g LA 5y
dand perform the Salah, and give Zakah and obey Allah and
His Messenger .»

Allah first forbids them from evil, then He enjoins them to do
good by establishing regular prayer, which means worshipping
Allah alone with no partner or associate, and paying Zakdh,
which means doing good to other people.

€425 4 55
¢and obey Allah and His Messenger.» This is an instance of
something specific being followed by something general.

The Wives of the Prophet i are Members of His
Household (Ahl Al-Bayt)
el 505 I 1 S s Ly T 45 Oy

r1

{Allah wishes only to remove Ar-Rijs from you, O members of

the family, and to purify you with a thorough purification.»
This is a clear statement that the wives of the Prophet i# are
included among the members of his family (Ahl Al-Bayf) here,
because they are the reason why this Ayah was revealed, and
the scholars are unanimously agreed that they were the
reason for revelation in this case, whether this was the only
reason for revelation or there was also another reason, which

is the correct view. Ibn Jarir recorded that ‘Tkrimah used to
call out in the marketplace:

€hnglS Fills I 3 2 (e Loy A4
¢Allah wishes only to remove Ar-Rijs from you, O members of
the family, and to purify you with a thorough purification.»

“This was revealed solely concerning the wives of the
Prophet.”'l Ibn Abi Hatim recorded that Ibn ‘Abbas said
concerning the Ayah:

) At-Tabari 20:267.
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il B S (el DT 045 O

4Allah wishes only to remove Ar-Rijs from you, O members of

the family,
“It was revealed solely concerning the wives of the Prophet #.”
‘Tkrimah said: “Whoever disagrees with me that it was revealed
solely concerning the wives of the Prophet &, I am prepared to
meet with him and pray and invoke the curse of Allah upon
those who are lying.”" So they alone were the reason for
revelation, but others may be included by way of
generalization. _

Ibn Jarir narrated that Safiyyah bint Shaybah said: “A’ishah,
may Allah be pleased with her, said, ‘The Prophet # went out
one morning wearing a striped cloak of black camel’s hair. Al-
Hasan, may Allah be pleased with him, came and he wrapped
him in the cloak with him. Then Al-Husayn, may Allah be
pleased with him, came and he wrapped him in the cloak with
him. Then Fatimah, may Allah be pleased with her, came and
he wrapped her in the cloak with him. Then ‘Ali, may Allah be
pleased with him, came and he wrapped him in the cloak with
him, then he # said:

gl 35 oI 51 il 2 ) 0 3 )
¢Allah wishes only to remove Ar-Rijs from you, O members of
the family, and to purify you with a thorough purification.»
This was recorded by Muslim./?!

In his Sahih, Muslim recorded that Yazid bin Hayyan said:
“Husayn bin Sabrah, Umar bin Muslim and I went to Zayd
bin Arqam, may Alldh be pleased with him, and when we had
sat down with him, Husayn said: ‘You are so fortunate, O
Zayd! You saw the Messenger of Allah # and heard his
speeches, and you went on military campaigns with him, and
you prayed behind him. You are so fortunate, O Zayd! Tell us
what you heard from the Messenger of Allah #.’ He said, ‘O
son of my brother, by Allah, I have grown old and it has been
a long time, and I have forgotten some of the things that I

1] Recorded by Ibn Abi Hatim and Ibn ‘Asakir. Ad-Durr Al-Manthir
5:376.

121 At-Tabari 20:261, Muslim no. 2081.
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used to know from the Messenger of Allah #. Whatever I tell
you, accept it, and whatever I do not tell you, do not worry
about it.” Then he said, ‘One day, the Messenger of Alldh &
stood up to address us by the well of Khumm, between
Makkah and Al-Madinah, and he praised Allah and thanked
Him, and he preached and reminded us. Then he said:

L‘_, ss..-.:-L L,-v) d)«) L‘-JL ui..‘.l..: ) “ L‘ lul.o 12 U| \.afi \” o.," “D
i SES i 500 i o (JW a2k il B r-<=’ -‘g“
1y 1,550

«Thereafter! O people, I am merely a human being and soon the
messenger of my Lord will come and I will answer him. I am
leaving behind two things with you, the first of which is the
Book of Allah in which is guidance and light, so seize the Book
of Allah and hold fast to it.»

He urged them to cling to the Book of Allah, then he said:
0 gl g w330 sl g st 2

tAnd the members of my family (Ahl Al-Bayt): Remember

Allah with regard to the members of my family, remember Allah

with regard to the members of my family.»
saying it three times.” Husayn said to him, ‘Who are the
members of his family (Ah! Al-Bayf), O Zayd? Are not his wives
members of his family?’ He said, ‘His wives are members of his
family, but the members of his family are those who are not
permitted to receive charity after he died.” He said, ‘Who are
they?’ He said, They are the family of ‘Ali, the family of ‘Aql,
the family of Jafar and the family of ‘Abbas, may Allah be
pleased with them.’” He said, ‘Were all of these forbidden to
receive charity after his death?’ He said, ‘Yes.”!!!

This Commentary is from Zayd bin Arqam and is not

Marfu#
The Command to follow the Qur’an and Sunnah
The one who ponders the meaning of the Qur'@n will have no

1 Muslim 4:1873.
(2} Meaning it is not to be considered to have come from the Prophet #.
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doubt that the wives of the Prophet i are included among
those who are referred to in the Ayah:

el G305 I B S fm Ty 55 5

7o

¢Allah wishes only to remove Ar-Rijs from you, O members of
the family, and to purify you with a thorough purification.»

The context clearly refers to them. Allah then says:

Gall M ol Bl § JE U BN
¢And remember, that which is recited in your houses of the
Ayat of Allah and Al-Hikmah %

meaning, ‘act in accordance with that of the Qur’an and
Sunnah which Allah revealed to His Messenger # in your
houses.’ This was the view of Qatadah and others.!! ‘And
remember this blessing with which you alone of all the people
have been favored, that the revelation comes down in your
houses and not those of other people.’ ‘Alishah As-Siddiqah
bint As-Siddiq, may Allah be pleased with them, was foremost
among them with in this blessing and was the most fortunate,
and the most favored with this mercy. For the revelation did
not come to the Messenger of Allah # in the bed of any of his
wives except hers, as he i stated. Some of the scholars, may
Allah have mercy on them, said: “This was because he did not
marry any other virgin besides her, and no man slept with her
in her bed before him #, may Allah be pleased with her.” So it
was befitting that she should be singled out for this blessing
and high status. But if his wives are members of his
household, then this title is even more fitting for his own
relatives.

Ibn Abi Hatim recorded that Abu Jamilah said: “Al-Hasan
bin ‘Ali, may Allah be pleased with them both, was appointed
as Khalifah when ‘Ali was killed.” He said: “While he was
praying, a man leapt on"him and stabbed him with a dagger.”
Husayn claimed that he heard that the one who stabbed him
was a man from Banu Asad, and Al-Hasan, may Allah be
pleased with him, was prostrating at the time. He said, “They
claimed that he received the wound in his hip. He was ill as a

11 At-Tabari 20:268.
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result for many months, then he recovered. He ascended the
Minbar and said: ‘O people of Irdql Have Tagqwd of Allah
concerning us, for we are your leaders and your guests, and
we are members of the family (Ahl Al-Bayf) concerning whom
Allah said:
€45 545 530 5 5 e Lol 35
¢Allah wishes only to remove Ar-Rijs from you, O members of
the family, and to purify you with a thorough purification .’

He kept saying this until there was no one left in the Masjid
who was not weeping and sobbing.”

o5 G <X &GP

¢Verily, Allah is Ever Most Courteous, Well-Acquainted with
all things.p

means, by His kindness towards you, you have reached this
status, and by His knowledge of you and that you are qualified
for that status, He has given this to you and singled you out
for it.’ Ibn Jarir, may Alldh have mercy on him, said: “And
remember how Allah blessed you by causing the Ayat of Allah
and Al-Hikmah to be recited in your houses, so give thanks to
Allah for that and praise Him.

€6 08 F 4 4

¢Verily, Allah is Ever Most Courteous, Well-Acquainted with
all things.» means, He is kind towards you, for He has
caused the Aydt of Allah and Al-Hikmah to be recited in
your houses,’ and Al-Hikmah means the Sunnah. And He
is Well-Acquainted with you means, ‘He chose you as
wives for His Messenger.!!

Qatadah said:
el S oo & el o J2 U
¢And remember, that which is recited in your houses of the
Ayat of Allah and Al-Hikmah .

“He is reminding them of His favor.” This was narrated by Ibn
Jarir.®! ‘Atiyah Al-‘Awfi commented on the Ayah:

11 At-Tabari 20:268.
[2) At-Tabari 20:268.
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¢ Gy <€ 4§
¢Verily, Allah is Ever Most Courteous, Well-Acquainted with
all things.»

“He knows when and where to reveal Al-Hikmah.” This was
recorded by Ibn Abi Hatim, then he said: “This was also
narrated from Ar-Rabi‘ bin Anas from Qatadah.”

¢ 0o Gask A R el 68 T e i 14z
€35. Verily, the Muslims : men and women, the believers: men
and women, the Qanit: men and the women, the men and
women who are truthful, the men and the women who are
patient, the Khashi': men and the women, the men and the
women who give Sadaqat, the men and the women who fast,
the men and the women who guard their chastity and the men
and the women who rememiber Allth much with their hearts
and tongues, Alldh has prepared for them forgiveness and a
great reward .p

The Reason for Revelation

Imam Ahmad recorded that Umm Salamah, may Alldh be
pleased with her, the wife of the Prophet i said, “I said to the
Prophet i, ‘Why is it that we are not mentioned in the Qur'an
as men are?’ Then one day without my realizing it, he was
calling from the Minbar and I was combing my hair, so I tied
my hair back then I went out to my chamber in my house,
and I started listening out, and he was saying from the

Minbar.
oS0 ol el G BP 135 J& @ by s o
1O people! Verily Allah says: ¢Verily, the Muslims: men and
women, the believers: men and women...p»

to the end of the Ayah.”'! This was also recorded by An-
Nasa’l and Ibn Jarir.P

M) Ahmad 6:305.
2] An-Nasa’ in Al-Kubrd 6:431, At-Tabari 20:270.
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¢Verily, the Muslims : men and women, the believers : men and
women...»

indicates that Imdn is something other than Islam, and that it
is more specific, because Allah says:
€t 5 Bl 5 05 0 5 55 105 T T i
¢The bedouins say: "“We believe.” Say: ‘You believe not but
you only say, ‘We have surrendered (in Islam),’ for faith has
not yet entered your hearts.”y (49:14).

In the Two Sahiths, it says:
b g L. e . .. e o
ke 35 G5 e GV R YD

tThe adulterer does not commit adultery at the time when he is
a believer ")

For it snatches away his Iman, although that does not mean
he is a disbeliever, according to the consensus of the Muslims.
This indicates that Imdn is more specific than Islam, as we
have stated at the beginning of our commentary on Al-
Bukhari.

€l udlld
&the Qanit: men and the women,$
Al-Quniit means obedience during quite time.

€45 L5 i DSR4 ) G o s 8 3 5
¢Is one who is (Qanit,) prostrating himself or standing in the
middle of the night, fearing the Hereafter and hoping for the

mercy of his Lord...» (39:9)

.
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¢To Him belongs whatever is in the heavens and the earth. All
are Ugnuti (Qanitiin) to Him.» (30:26)
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'} Fath Al-Bari 10:33, Muslim 1:77.
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4O Maryam! “Ugnuti to your Lord and prostrate, and bow
with Ar-Raki'in (those who bow)."'y (3:43)

¢S 4 insd
4¢And stand before Allah Qanitiny (2:238).

So, beyond Islam there is a higher level to be reached, which
is Iman, and Quniit stems from them both.

¢the men and women who are truthful,d This refers to their
speech, for truthfulness is a praiseworthy attribute. Some of
the Companions, may Allah be pleased with them, were never
known to have lied even once, neither during Jahiliyyah nor in

Islam. Truthfulness is a sign of faith, just as lying is a sign of
hypocrisy. Whoever is truthful will be saved:

S ER L i S50 G U eai i 5 iy ke
I V5 QO ) sai 5,400 B Cpmdl ) i S8 B (LK
NS TI [ RN A  TI P i F A P EE R VTR T
S 4 e LK B S8 55 LK
tYou have to be truthful, for truthfulness leads to righteousness
and righteousness leads to Paradise. And beware of lying, for
lying leads to immorality and immorality leads to Hell. A man
will keep telling the truth and striving to do so until he will be
recorded with Allah as a truthful. And a man will keep telling
lies and will persist in doing so until he will be recorded with
Allah as a liar »!"
And there are many Hadiths on this topic.
&the men and the women who are patient,

This is the attribute of those who are steadfast, which is
patience in the face of adversity and knowing that what is
decreed will inevitably come to pass. So, they face it with
patience and steadfastness. Patience is the most difficult when
disaster first strikes, then after that it becomes easier, and

(1 Muslim 4:2013.
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this is true steadfastness.
B FE;

&the Khashi': men and the women,p Khushi‘ means serenity and
tranquillity, deliberation and dignity and humility. What moti-
vates a person to be like this is the fear of Allah and the
awareness that He is constantly watching, as mentioned in the
Hadith:

p IR A R I L I R
e 86 35 5% o 0 0 A @ Kz

«Worship Allah as if {/ou can see Him, for if you cannot see
Him, He can see you .\

€82, wieiy
&the men and the women who give Sadagit,
As-Sadaqah (charity) means doing good to people who are in
need or who are weak and have no means of earning a living
and none to financially support them. They give them from the

excess of their wealth in obedience to Alldh and as a good
deed to His creation. It was recorded in the Two Sahihs:

i G 455 - e 355 - A ) J ¥ g3l b 0 4l B
ot 38 6 S 8V 5w
tThere are seven whom Alldh will shade with His Shade on the
Day when there will be no shade except His Shade - and among
them he mentioned - ...a man who gave in charity and
concealed it to the extent that his left hand did not know what
his right hand was giving 2%
According to another Hadith:
G a2 ik G i 2 ks Sisp
«Sadaqah extinguishes bad deeds just as water extinguishes
fireal®
There are many Hadiths which encourage charitable giving;
this topic is discussed in detail elsewhere.

B} Fath Al-Bari 1:140.
[2) Fath Al-Bari 2:168, Muslim 2:715.
) Tunfat Al-Ahwadhi 3 :237.
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4the men and the women who fast,p According to a Hadith
narrated by Ibn Majah:

a5 g3
«Fasting is the Zakah of the body .»"!

In other words, it purifies it and cleanses it of things that are
bad in both physical and Sharf terms. Said bin Jubayr said:
“Whoever fasts Ramadan and three days of each month, is
included in the Ayah,

ezl i)

&the men and the women who fast,»"*?

Fasting is also one of the greatest means of overcoming one’s
desires, as the Messenger of Allah $# said:

Laily ady Saif 5§ (23S &d I N AT

Gy § O p3ay Gl Aies o 325 g5l
1O young men! Whoever among you can afford to get married,
let him do so, for it is most effective in lowering the gaze and

protecting the chastity. And whoever cannot get married, then
let him fast, for it will be a protection for him .3

It is quite apt that next should be mentioned:
defialdly c4nd il

-

&the men and the women who guard their chastity®

i.e., they protect their private parts from forbidden and sinful
things, except for that which is permitted. Allah says:
5 ol % i il S0 e g Y @0k feid S0
Bl 5 Sk & %

¢And those who guard their chastity. Except from their wives

[} 1bn Majah 1:555.

(2) Something similar was recorded by Ibn Abi Hatim. Ad-Durr Al-
Manthar 5:380.

Bl Fath Al-Bari9:14
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or the whom their right hands possess - for they are not
blameworthy. But whosoever seeks beyond that, then it is those
who are trespassers.p (70:29-31)

¢and the men and the women who remember Allih muchp

Ibn Abi Héatim recorded that Abu Said Al-Khudri, may Allah
be pleased with him, said that the Messenger of Allah # said:

B 500 3 B 3 b 3385 S 5 Gz 3o al p
wl Jgu.m;, 1528
uIf a man wakes his wife at night and they pray two Rak'ahs,

they will recorded that night as being among the men and the
women who remember Allah much.»

This was recorded by Abu Dawud, An-Nasa'l and Ibn Majah
from the Hadith of Abu Sa‘id and Abu Hurayrah, may Allih be
pleased with them both, from the Prophet .1

Iméam Ahmad recorded that Abu Hurayrah, may Alldh be
pleased with him, said: “The Messenger of Allah # was
walking along a road in Makkah, and he came to (the
mountain of) Jumdan, and said,

0,850 52 A8 (e (HIALE 13k
tThis is Jumdan, go ahead, for the Mufarridin have gone
ahead .»
They said, ‘Who are the Mufarridiin?’ He % said,
G lShNG 158 1 5y 510
«The men and the women who remember Allah much»
Then he # said,

Gl \r.,uu
10 Allah, forgwe those who shaved their hair.»
They said, ‘And those who shortened ’ He #% said,

1(.4111-

1l Abu Dawud 2:74, An-Nasa’ in Al-Kubrd 6:433, Ibn Majah 1:423
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wammer WO Allah, forgive those

who shaved their hair.»

They said, ‘And those
who shortened.’

u:ﬁ‘ ’32,""_’,»

tAnd those

shortened .

This was recorded by
Imam Ahmad with
this chain of
narration.!”! It was
also recorded by
Muslim, except for the
last part of it.l?

who

ARALS
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¢Allah has prepared for
them forgiveness and a
great reward .y

Here Alldh tells us
that for all of those
mentioned in this
Ayah, He has

(RN

prepared for them forgiveness of their sins and a great reward,

meaning, Paradise.
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436. 1t is not for a believer, man or woman, when Allah and
His Messenger have decreed a matter that they should have any
option in their decision. And whoever disobeys Allah and His
Messenger, he has indeed strayed into a plain error.»

(1 Ahmad 2:411.
2 Muslim 2:946.
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The Reason for Revelation

Imam Ahmad recorded that Abu Barzah Al-Aslami said:
“Julaybib was a man who used to enter upon women and joke
with them. I said to my wife, ‘Do not let Julaybib enter upon
you, for if he enters upon you I shall do such and such.’ If
any of the Ansar had a single female relative, they would not
arrange a marriage for her until they found out whether the
Prophet j wanted to marry her or not. The Prophet # said to
one of the Angar:
U G335

'Give me your daughter for marriage.»

He said, ‘Yes, O Messenger of Alldh, it would be an honor and
a blessing.’ He % said,

1) B, gf Ea Jp
«I do not want her for myself.»
He said, Then for whom, O Messenger of Allah?’ He 3% said,
el

P

tFor Julaybib.»

He said, ‘O Messenger of Allah, let me consult her mother.’ So
he went to the girl’s mother and said, ‘The Messenger of Allsh
#8 is proposing marriage for your daughter.” She said, ‘Yes, it
would be a pleasure.” He said, ‘He is not proposing to marry
her himself, he is proposing on behalf of Julaybib.’ She said,
‘What! Julaybib? No, by Allah, we will not marry her to him.’
When he wanted to get up and go to the Messenger of Allah %
to tell him what the girl’s mother had said, the girl asked,
‘Who is asking for my hand?’ So her mother told her, and she
said, ‘Are you refusing to follow the command of the
Messenger of Allah #? Follow his command, for I will not
come to any harm.” So her father went to the Messenger of
Alldh 3 and said, ‘Deal with her as you wish.’ So he married
her to Julaybib.

Then the Messenger of Allah # went out on one of his
military campaigns, and after Alldh had granted him victory,
he said to his Companions, may Alldh be pleased with them,

PP

il 4 bylad Yo
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«See whether there is anybody missing.»
They said, ‘We have lost so-and-so, and so-and-so.’ He & said,
st 5 Sudai 35 1,580
1See if there is anybody missing.»
They said, ‘No one.’ He i said:

> s s

tBut I see that Julaybib is missing.» He # said:
oL g 20kG
*Go and look for him among the dead .»

So they looked for him, and found him beside seven of the
enemy whom he had killed before he was himself killed. They
said, ‘O Messenger of Alldh, here he is, beside seven of the
enemy whom he had killed before he was himself killed.” The
Messenger of Allah # came and stood beside him and said,

<. L0,

':.gl:i_’,‘_;.gl:\;a “ ,'JM....a‘}El:'

He killed seven before he was himself killed. He belongs to me
and I belong to him.»

He said this two or three times, then the Messenger of Allah i&
carried him in his arms and held him while his grave was
dug, then he placed him in his grave. It was not mentioned
that he washed him, may Alldh be pleased with him.”

Thabit, may Alldh be pleased with him, said: “There was no
widow among the Ansar who was more sought after for
marriage than that girl.” Ishaq bin ‘Abdullah bin Abi Talhah
asked Thabit, “Do you know how the Messenger of Alldh #
prayed for that girl?” He told him: “He said,

03 G Jasd V5 G R G S file
tO Allah, pour blessings upon her and do not make her life
hard .»

And this is how it was; there was no widow among the Ansar
who was more sought after for marriage than her.”
This is how it was recorded by Imam Ahmad, in full.!!

(1 Ahmad 4:422.
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Muslim and An-Nasa’i recorded the story of his death in Al
Fada’il"! Al-Hafiz Abu Umar bin ‘Abd Al-Barr mentioned in
Allsti'ab that when the girl said in her seclusion, ‘Are you
refusing to follow the command of the Messenger of Allah P’
- This Ayah was revealed:

oo o U AR S AL B G i it
¢lt is not for a believer, man or woman, when Allah and His
Messenger have decreed a matter that they should have any
option in their decision.p!?
It was narrated that Tawus asked Ibn ‘Abbas about praying

two Rak‘ahs after ‘Asr and he told him not to do that. Ibn
‘Abbas recited:

A AR IOAD 6 S 88 i i g
41t is not for a believer, man or woman, when Allih and His
Messenger have decreed a matter that they should have any
option in their decision pP
This Ayah is general in meaning and applies to all matters,
i.e., if Allah and His Messenger i decreed a matter, no one
has the right to go against that, and no one has any choice or
room for personal opinion in this case. Allah says:
. :‘Q‘J:L-ég;j -)1: //'{ \:1"3);,;’5;6;‘&{&;, i:)
B U (s G ¢k
€But no, by your Lord, they can have no faith, until they make
you judge in all disputes between them, and find in themselves
no resistance against your decisions, and accept (them) with full
submission .} (4:65)

Hence the issue of going against it is addressed in such strong
terms, as Allah says:

s A S 2 2t M arr 2 o s
qUut o Jo 36 Al df pan o

¢And whoever disobeys Allah and His Messenger, he has
indeed strayed into a plain error.3»

1) Muslim no. 2482, An-Nasa’i in Al-Kubrd no. 8246.
12} Alrstiab 1:259.
B) ‘Abdur-Razziq 2 :433.
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This is like the Ayah:
(i__ﬁj "j;r)r:h.aijd:.:i‘;:ha’:u u,’/“:,’&::\;}lﬂ -;ig.k’:.;l;)

¢And let those who oppose the Messenger's commandment,
beware, lest some Fitnah should befall them or a painful
torment be inflicted on them} (24:63).
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¢37. And (remember) when you said to him on whom Allah has
bestowed grace and you have done a favor: "'Keep your wife to
yourself, and have Taqwa of Alldh.” But you did hide in
yourself that which Allah will make manifest, you did fear the
people whereas Allah had a better right that you should fear
Him. So, when Zayd had completed his aim with her, We gave
her to you in marriage, so that there may be no difficulty to the
believers in respect of the wives of their adopted sons when the
latter have no desire to keep them. And Allah’s command must
be fulfilled .3

Allah’s rebuke to His Messenger i and the Story of
Zayd and Zaynab

Allah tells what His Prophet # said to his freed slave Zayd bin
Harithah, may Allah be pleased with him, who was the one on
whom Allah had bestowed grace, i.e., through Islam and
following the Messenger #%.

( Fed ’./-’

¢and you have done a favor [to him]) means, by freeing him from
slavery. And he was a great leader, held in high esteem and
beloved by the Prophet #&. He was known as the beloved, and
his son Usamah was known as the beloved son of the beloved.
‘A’ishah, may Allah be pleased with her, said: “The Messenger
of Alldh # never sent him on a campaign but he appointed
him as its commander, and if he had lived after him he would
have appointed him as his Khalifah.” This was recorded by
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Imam Ahmad.!!!

The Messenger of Allah # had given him in marriage to the
daughter of his paternal aunt, Zaynab bint Jahsh Al-
Asadiyyah, may Allah be pleased with her, whose mother was
Umaymah bint ‘Abd Al-Muttalib. For her dowery he gave her
ten Dindrs, sixty Dirhams, a veil, a cloak and a shirt, fifty
Mudds of food and ten Mudds of dates. This was stated by
Muagatil bin Hayyan. She stayed with him for a year, more or
less, then problems arose between them. Zayd complained
about her to the Messenger of Alldh #, who told him, “Stay
with your wife and have Taqwa of Allah.” Alldh says:

Boer 2202 c0p Lz Lens 2 g2 - bed b 3
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€But you did hide in yourself that which Allah will make
manifest, you did fear the people whereas Allah had a better
right that you should fear Him.p

Ibn Jarir narrated that ‘A’ishah, may Alldh be pleased with
her, said, “If Muhammad 3 were to have concealed anything
that was revealed to him of the Book of Allah, he would have
concealed this Ayah:

E 5 S0 G wz B U EUE g g
¢But you did hide in yourself that which Allah will make
manifest, you did fear the people whereas Allah had a better
right that you should fear Him.»"?

€EE5 05 (5 35 o5 6

¢So, when Zayd had completed his aim with her, We gave her
to you in marriage,d

meaning, ‘when her marriage to Zayd was over and he had
separated from her, We married her to you,’ and the One Who
was her Wali (guardian) in this marriage was Allah Himself, in
the sense that He revealed to the Prophet i that he should go
in unto her without any Wali, contractual agreement, dowery
or witnesses among mankind.

Imam Ahmad recorded that Thabit said that Anas, may Allah

0l Ahmad 6:227, 281.
[ At-Tabari 20:274.
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be pleased with him, said: “When Zaynab’s ‘Iddah finished,
may Alldh be pleased with her, the Messenger of Allah # said
to Zayd bin Harithah,

Gl G356 Cain
1Go to her and tell her about me (that I want to marry her).»

So, he went to her and found her kneading dough. He (Zayd)
said, ‘When I saw her I felt such respect for her that I could
not even look at her and tell her what the Messenger of Allah
#% had said, so I turned my back to her and stepped aside,
and said, ‘O Zaynab! Rejoice, for the Messenger of Allah # has
sent me to propose marriage to you on his behalf.” She said, 1
will not do anything until 1 pray to my Lord, may He be
glorified.” So she went to the place where she usually prayed.
Then Qur’an was revealed and the Messenger of Allah # came
and entered without permission. We were there when she
entered upon the Messenger of Allah #, and for the wedding
feast we offered bread and meat. Then the people left, and
some men stayed behind conversing in the house after they
had eaten. The Messenger of Allah # went out and I followed
him. He # started to go around all the apartments of his
wives, greeting them, and they said, ‘O Messenger of Allah,
how did you find your (new) wife?’ I do not know whether I or
someone else told him that those people had left, so he went
and entered the house, and I went to enter after him, but he
drew the curtain between himself and 1. The ruling of Hijab
was revealed and he exhorted the people as Allah had
exhorted them:

;K’K—»yv' 3 o &gt L NP
¢Enter not the Prophet's houses, unless permission is given to
you) ”

This was also recorded by Muslim and An-Nasa’i.!!!
Al-Bukhari, may Allih have mercy on him, recorded that
Anas bin Miélik, may Allah be pleased with him, said, “Zaynab
bint Jahsh, may Allah be pleased with her, used to boast to
the other wives of the Prophet #, saying, ‘Your families

i Ahmad 3:195, Muslim no. 1428, An-Nasa’f 6:79.
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arranged your marriages, but Allah arranged my marriage
from above the seven heavens.””!!l In (our Tafsir of) Surat An-
Nir we mentioned that Muhammad bin ‘Abdulldh bin Jahsh
said: “Zaynab and ‘A’ishah, may Allah be pleased with them,
were boasting to one another; Zaynab, may Allah be pleased
with her, said, 1 am the one whose marriage was revealed
from above the heaven.’ ‘A’ishah, may Allah be pleased with
her, said, 1 am the one whose innocence was revealed from
heavgll.’ So, Zaynab conceded that, may Allah be pleased with
her.’

005 5 58 ) celel g 0 B2 Gl F IRV S
¢so that there may be no difficulty to the believers in respect of

the wives of their adopted sons when the latter have no desire to

keep them .»
means, ‘We permitted you to marry her, and We did that so
that there would no longer be any difficulty for the believers
with regard to their marrying the ex-wives of their adopted
sons.” Before prophethood, the Messenger of Allah # had
adopted Zayd bin Harithah, may Allah be pleased with him,
and he was known as Zayd, the son of Muhammad. Allah put
a stop to this when He said:

U S oy
¢nor has He made your adopted sons your real sonsy until:
€ 5 A0 3 1408 ;450
&Call them after their fathers, that is more just with Allahd
(33:4-5).

Then this was confirmed and made even clearer by the
marriage of the Messenger of Allah # to Zaynab bint Jahsh,
may Alldh be pleased with her, when Zayd bin Harithah
divorced her. Allah says in Ayat At-Tahrim:

(.)E ’(-1 :): &j{ “:&.‘T.j ):‘/’zs

&the wives of your sons from your own loinsy (4:23)

' Fath Al-Bari 13:415.
2l At-Tabari 19:118.
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which specifically excludes adopted sc;ns. This custom (of
adopting sons) was widespread among them.

5 5 A sy
¢And Allah's command must be fulfilled.» means, ‘this that has
happened was decreed by Allah and was inevitable.’ Allah knew
that Zaynab, may Allah be pleased with her, would become one
of the wives of the Prophet .
B N T D A B s TR R o

¢hlill 05

438. There is no blame on the Prophet in that which Allah has
made legal for him. That has been Allah's way with those who
have passed away of old. And the command of Allah is a decree
determined .¥

W B g5 F ko
&There is no blame on the Prophet in that which Allah has
made legal for him.

means, in that which has been permitted for him and which
he has been commanded to do, i.e. his marrying Zaynab, may
Allah be pleased with her, who had been divorced by his
adopted son Zayd bin Harithah,

€03 o0 B Ll g K E 2P

€That has been Allah's way with those who have passed away of
old.»

means this is the ruling of Alldh for the Prophets who came
before him. Allah would not command them to do anything for
which they might be blamed. This is a refutation of those
hypocrites who imagined that there was anything wrong with his
marrying the ex-wife of Zayd, his freed slave and adopted son.

o,

€3 035 3 R o
4And the command of Allah is a decree determined.

means, His command which He has decreed must inevitably
come to pass; nothing can prevent it or avert it, for whatever
He wills happens, and whatever He does not decree, does not
happen.
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€39. Those who convey the Message of Allah and fear Him,

and fear none save Allah. And sufficient is Allih as a
Reckoner.»

€40. Muhammad is not the father of any of your men, but he is
the Messenger of Alldh and the last of the Prophets. And Allah
is Ever All-Aware of everything .»

W
&

Praise for Those Who convey the Message
Allah says:

& o, ST Ay

¢Those who convey the Message of Allihp meaning, to His
creation, and fulfil that with which they have been entrusted.

L YHPH
¢and fear Him,» means, they fear Him and they do not fear any

besides Him, so no threats on the part of anyone can prevent
them from conveying the Message of Allah.

s & &y

¢And sufficient is Allah as a Reckoner.p means, sufficient is Allih
as a Helper and Supporter. The leader of all people in this
regard and in all regards is Muhammad the Messenger of Allah
#, for he undertook to convey the Message to the people of
the east and of the west, to all kinds of the sons of Adam, so
Allah caused his word, his religion and his law to prevail over
all other religions and laws. The Prophets before him were sent
only to their own peoples, but he & was sent to all of
mankind, Arabs and non-Arabs alike.

€or ey 0 3025 g 00 Gl 5

¢Say: “O mankind! Verily, I am sent to you all as the
Messenger of Allah''$ (7:158).

Then his Ummah inherited the task of conveying from him,
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and the greatest of those who undertook this task after him
were his Companions, may Allah be pleased with them, who
conveyed from him as he had commanded them, describing all
his words, deeds and circumstances, night and day, when he
was settled and when he was traveling, in private and in
public, may Allah be pleased with them. Thereafter each
generation inherited from their predecessors until our own
time, so those who are guided, follow their example and their
way. We ask Allah, the Most Generous Bestower, to make us
among their heirs.

The Messenger i is not the Father of any Man
Alldh states:
LR e g
¢Muhammad is not the father of any of your men,»

After this it was not permitted to say Zayd bin Muhammad,
i.e., he was not his father even though he had adopted him.
No male child of the Prophet # lived until puberty. Khadijah,
may Allah be pleased with her, bore him Al-Qasim, At-Tayyib
and At-Tahir, but they died in childhood. Mariyah Al-Qibtiyyah
bore him Ibrahim, but he also died in infancy. He # also had
four daughters from Khadijah: Zaynab, Ruqayyah, Umm
Kulthim and Fatimah, may Allah be pleased with them all.
Three of them died during his lifetime, Fatimah lived long
enough to be bereaved of him, then she died six months later.

He is the Last of the Prophets
QL o K 1 06 bl 28 & 528 S0p

¢but he is the Messenger of Allah and the last of the Prophets.
And Allah is Ever All-Aware of everything.»

This is like the Ayah:
€3, Joz az gy
¢Allah knows best with whom to place His Message} (6:124).

This Ayah clearly states that there will be no Prophet after
him. If there will be no Prophet after him then there will
surely be no Messenger after him either, because the status of
a Messenger is higher than that of a Prophet, for every
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Messenger is a Prophet but the reverse is not the case. This
was reported in many Mutawdtir Hadiths narrated from the
Messenger of Allah & via a group of his Companions, may
Allah be pleased with them.

Imam Ahmad recorded a narration from Ubayy bin Kab, from
his father that the Prophet % said:

& asr s 855 sty sl o S S i
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i Jis 25 pain g 66 gy
tMy parable among the Prophets is that of a man who built a
house and did a good and complete job, apart from the space of
one brick which he did not put in its place. The people started
to walk around the building, admiring it and saying, "If only

that brick were put in its place.” Among the Prophets, I am
like that brick M)

It was also recorded by At-Tirmidhi, who said “Hasan
Sahih."?!
Another Hadith

Imam Ahmad recorded that Anas bin Malik, may Allah be
pleased with him, said that the Messenger of Allah # said:

(o ¥ 2kt 0,25 6 BN 4 35805 B3y B

tMessengership and Prophethood have come to an end, and
there will be no more Messengers or Prophets.»

This worried the people, then he said:
R é,gij,n
tBut there will be Al-Mubashshirit.»
They said, ‘O Messenger of Allah, what are Al-Mubashshirat?’
He said,
G50 3 G 234 g (il g2 o g3
«The dreams of @ Muslim man, and they are one of the parts of

1 Ahmad 5:136.
) Tuhfat Al-Ahwadhi 10:81.
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prophethood !

This was also recorded by At-Tirmidhi, who said, “Sahih
Gharib."?

Another Hadith

Abu Dawud At-Tayalisi recorded that Jabir bin ‘Abdullah, may
Allah be pleased with him, said that the Messenger of Allah
said:
B8 & payn V) sy @b s g g2 gis N1 s
ot 2l Losn 68 sl it Lo Wy st w36 @) 5 s o
spstani; Il pgle eV,
«The parable of myself and the Prophets is that of a man who
built a house and did a complete and good job, except for the
space of one brick. Whoever entered it would look at that space
and say, how good it is, apart from the space of that brick. My

position is like that of that brick, and the Prophets - blessings
and peace be upon them - end with me »®)

It was also recorded by Al-Bukhari, Muslim and At-Tirmidhi,
who said, “It is Sahih Gharib with this chain of narrators.”*

Another Hadith

Imam Ahmad recorded that Abu Sa‘id Al-Khudri, may Allah be
pleased with him, said that the Messenger of Allah ¥ said:

afs

R R PO AP N 3 A - F R oy A o
«The parable of myself and the Prophets is that of a man who
built a house and completed it apart from the space of one brick.

i Ahmad 3:263. Similar was recorded by Al-Bukhari no. 6990, and
the meaning is that the only remnant of prophethood that will exist
after him #£ is the truthful dream of the righteous Muslim, which
was one of the many characteristics of prophethood. See Fath Al-
Bari no. 6990.

2 Tuhfat Al-Ahwadhi 6:551.
Bl Musnad At-Tayalisi 247.
19 Fath Al-Bari 6:645, Muslim 4:1791, Tuhfat Al-Ahwadhi 8:158.
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I have come and completed that brick .}
This was also recorded by Muslim.?!

Another Hadith

Imédm Ahmad recorded that Abu Hurayrah, may Allah be

pleased with him, said that the Messenger of Allah #% said:
G sy Qs 6 g5 8 0 5 o5 55 5 By
SR p ity b5k B JiRS (RG3 Be 5505 5 & po V)

ﬂdl:t::r.’ &g 235 Vi 154,43

«The parable of myself and the Prophets who came before me is
that of a man who built houses and made them complete and
beautiful apart from the space of a brick in one of the corners.
The people started to walk around, admiring the construction
and saying, If only you put a brick here, your construction will
be complete.»

The Messenger of Allah 3 said:

I 6 2K
tAnd I am that brick.»®! It was also recorded by (Al-Bukhari and
Muslim).!]

Another Hadith

Imam Ahmad recorded that Abu Hurayrah, may Allah be
pleased with him, said that the Messenger of Allah # said:

o f f« o2 LR 2 TP | ni s 'tq PR A
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¢I have been given preference over the other Prophets in six
ways: I have been given the ability to speak concisely; I have
been aided by fear (cast into the hearts of my enemies); the
spoils of war have been made permissible for me; the entire

1 Ahmad 3:9.

2l Muslim 4:1791.

Bl Ahmad 2:312.

1 Al-Bukhari no. 3535, Muslim 4:371.
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earth has been made a Masjid and a means of purification for
me; I have been sent to all of mankind; and the Prophets end
with me o'

This was also recorded by At-Tirmidhi and Ibn Majah; At-

Tirmidhi said, “It is Hasan Sahih."1?

Another Hadith

Imam Ahmad recorded that Abu Sa‘id Al-Khudri, may Allah be

pleased with him, said that the Messenger of Allah # said:
ety £ fope Yy @36 s 2 JA5 J A e Y
The parable of myself and the Prophets who came before me is

that of a man who built a house and completed it apart from the
space of one brick. I have come and completed that brick »3

It was also recorded by Muslim.!*

Another Hadith

Jubayr bin Mutim, may Allah be pleased with him, said that
he heard the Messenger of Allah i say: '

PR TR T Y A B I BT op
255 o edh s o G0 o s s ol e 6f i

G
o have several names: I am Muhammad, and I am Ahmad; |
am Al-Mahi (the eradicator) through whom Allah will erase
disbelief; 1 am Al-Hashir (the gatherer) at whose feet mankind
will gather; and I am Al-'Aqib (the final one) after whom there
will be no Prophet »°!

It was also recorded in the Two Sahihs.!®
And there are many other Hadiths on this topic.

n Muslim 1:371.

! Tuhfat Al-Ahwadhi 5:160, Ibn Méjah 1:188.
131 Ahmad 3:9.

141 Muslim 4:1791.

151 Ahmad 4 :80.

16! Fath Al-Bari 8:509, Muslim 4:1828.
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His Book, and His
Messenger # has told
us in the Mutawatir
Sunnah, that there
will be no Prophet
after him, so that it
may be known that
everyone who claims
this status after him
is a liar and
fabricator who is
misguided and is
misguiding others.
Even if he twists
meanings, comes up
with false claims and
uses tricks and
vagaries, all of this is
false and is
misguidance as will
be clear to those who
have understanding.

This is what Allah
caused to happen in
the case of Al-Aswad

Al-‘Ansi in the Yemen and Musaylimah the Liar in Al-
Yamamah, whose false miracles and nonsensical words
showed everyone who was possessed of understanding that
they were liars who were leading people astray; may the curse
of Allah be upon them both. This is the case with every false
prophet until the Day of Resurrection, until they end with Al-
Masih Ad-Dajjél (the Antichrist). Each of these liars is given by
Allah signs which show the people of knowledge and the
believers that his message is false — which is part of the
perfect kindness of Alldh towards His creation. These liars do
not enjoin what is good, nor forbid what is evil, unless they do
so by coincidence or because it serves an ulterior purpose.
They are the utmost in falsehood and immorality, in all that
they say and do, as Allah says:
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4Shall I inform you (O people!) upon whom the Shayitin

descend? They descend on every lying, sinful person.y

(26:221-222)
This is in contrast to the Prophets — may blessings and peace
be upon them - for they are the utmost in righteousness,
truthfulness, wisdom, uprightness and justice in all that they
say and do, command and forbid. In addition to this they are
supported with miracles and clear and obvious proof. May the
blessings and peace of Allah be upon them always, as long as
heaven and earth remain.
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¢41. O you who believe! Remember Alldh with much
remembrance .$

442. And glorify His praises morning and Asila.p

¢43. He it is Who sends Salah™ on you, and His angels too,
that He may bring you out from darkness into light. And He is
Ever Most Merciful to the believers.p

¢44. Their greeting on the Day they shall meet Him will be
“Salam (Peace!)” And He has prepared for them a generous
reward .

The Virtue of remembering Allah much

Alldh commands His believing servants to remember their Lord
much, Who has bestowed upon them all kinds of blessings
and favors, because this will bring them a great reward and a
wonderful destiny.

Imam Ahmad recorded that ‘Abdullah bin Busr said: “Two
bedouins came to the Messenger of Alldh # and one of them

said: ‘O Messenger of Allah, which of the people is best?’ He %
said:

M s explanation follows shortly.
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1The one whose life is long and whose deeds are good .»

The other one said: ‘O Messenger of Allah, the laws of Islam
are too much for us. Teach me something that I can adhere
to.’ He # said,

e e 3 dbs ey dih

tKeep your tongue moist with the remembrance of Alldh, may
He be exalted ")

At-Tirmidhi and Ibn Majah recorded the second part of this

report. At-Tirmidhi said, “This Hadith is Hasan Gharib”.?}
Imam Ahmad recorded that ‘Abdullah bin ‘Amr, may Allah

be pleased with him, said that the Messenger of Allah % said,

e g3 52 505 V) JUE 0 38 o s 1,28 38 g
tNo people sit together without mentioning Allah, but they will
see that as regret on the Day of Resurrection 113
‘Ali bin Abi Talhah reported that Ibn ‘Abbéds, may Allah be
pleased with him, commented on the Ayah:

<5 G4 1550
¢Remember Alldh with much remembrance.®

“Allah did not enjoin any duty upon His servants without
setting known limits and accepting the excuses of those who
have a valid excuse — apart from Dhikr, for Allah has not set
any limits for it, and no one has any excuse for not
remembering Allah unless he is oppressed and forced to
neglect it. Allah says: ' :

G 6 O Ay
4Remember Allah standing, sitting down, and (lying down) on
your sidesp (4:103).

By night and by day, on land and on sea, when traveling and
when staying home, in richness and in poverty, in sickness

I Ahmad 4:190.
12| Tuhfat Al-Ahwadhi 6:621, Ibn Majah 1:1246.
13 Ahmad 2:224.
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and in health, in secret and openly, in all situations and
circumstances. And Allih says:

QQ"}M) ";’g 3 5
¢And glorify His praises morning and Asila.p

If you do this, He and His angels will send blessings upon
you.”!' There are very many Aydt, Hadiths and reports which
encourage the remembrance of Allah, and this Ayah urges us
to remember Him much. People such as An-Nasd1 and Al-
Ma‘mari and others have written books about the Adhkdr to
be recited at different times of the night and day.

0 e U )J-I’
Ay 38 s

¢And glorify His.praises morning and Asila) in the morning and in
the evening. This is like the Ayah:

P J/, o eIt

l'.f.;;:_; uf.;\ji; 95;’.’;“ d i | I @uy:..é ey ‘)_,...: o 4”‘ OPes
( @a > l} -
€So glorify Allah, when you come up to the evening, and when
you enter the morning. And His are all the praises and thanks
in the heavens and the earth; and in the afternoon and when

you come up to the time, when the day begins to decline.)
(30:17-18).

}}’ /4/ odrv, Iy k73 4)
‘.<-Ia ‘Lﬂ tSJ“ _,b

4He it is Who sends SaIah on you, and His angels too,%

This is encouragement to remember Allah, i.e., He will
remember you, so remember Him. This is like the Ayah:

:_‘_(,Sj“ ”E ;'!a' "E ';}:; E‘_"J’ ‘,ﬁn Us Iy) ._ Y’_,fa:, .);A . mj t’f§
R TE G B i < 41 m “gu,.u Bk § v S ks
’ €EDoi&s

¢Similarly, We have sent among you a Messenger of your own,
reciting to you Our Ayat and purifying you, and teaching you
the Book and the Hikmah, and teaching you that which you
used not to know. Therefore remember Me I will remember

1 At-Tabari 20:280.
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you, and be grateful to Me and never be ungrateful to Mey
(2:151-152)

The Prophet # said:

Mozl Lo . ezl ees R N U TR T E T
SE N 85 b i B G55 4k 5B a1 S W Ui
@

tAllah says: "Whoever remembers Me to himself, 1 will
remember him to Myself, and whoever remembers Me in a
gathering, I will remember him in a better gathering.’’s

The Meaning of Saldh''

Allah’s Saldh means that He praises His servant before the
angels, as Al-Bukhari recorded from Abu Al-‘Aliyah./) This
was recorded by Abu Jafar Ar-Razi from Ar-Rabi‘ bin Anas
from Anas. Others said: “Allah’s SalGh means mercy.” It may
be said that there is no contradiction between these two views.
And Allah knows best.

Saldh from the angels means their supplication and seeking
forgiveness for people, as Allah says:

T o) G 585 o 22 G 5 55 B 5AF o
She i d B30 6 Sl S ) 125,58 S 225 6
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¢Those who bear the Throne and those around it glorify the
praises of their Lord, and believe in Him, and ask forgiveness
for those who believe (saying): *'Our Lord! You comprehend all
things in mercy and knowledge, so forgive those who repent
and follow Your way, and save them from the torment of the
blazing Fire! Our Lord! And make them enter the ‘Adn Garden
which you have promised them - and to the righteous among
their fathers, their wives, and their offspring! Verily, You are
the All-Mighty, the All-Wise. And save them from the sins.”$
(40:7-9)

111 This is one of the headings added to the English translation.
121 Al-Bukhari, the Book of At-Tafsir, Siirat Al-Ahzab, chapter 10.
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LRV ISR R
¢that He may bring you out from darkness into light .

means, by means of His mercy towards you, His praise of you
and the supplication of His angels for you, He brings you forth
from the darkness of ignorance and misguidance into the light
of guidance and certain faith.
| GO A
¢And He is Ever Most Merciful to the believers.}

means, in this world and in the Hereafter: in this world He
guides them to the truth of which others are ignorant, and He
shows them the path from which others have gone astray,
those who call for disbelief and innovation, and their followers
among the wrongdoers. His mercy towards them in the
Hereafter means that He will save them from the greater terror
(of the Day of Resurrection) and will command His angels to
greet them with the glad tidings of Paradise and salvation from
the Fire, which will only be because of His love for them and
His kindness towards them.

Imam Ahmad recorded that Anas, may Allah be pleased with
him, said: “The Messenger of Allah # and a group of his
Companions, may Allah be pleased with them, passed by a
young child in the road. When his mother saw the people, she
feared that her child may be crushed by the crowd, so she
rushed forward, crying, ‘My son, my son!’ She ran and picked
him up, and the people said, ‘O Messenger of Alldh, she would
never throw her child in the Fire.’ The Messenger of Alldh i
convincingly said:

R BRI > P
¢No, and Alldh will not throw His beloved in the Fire.»

Its chain of narrators meets the conditions of the Two Sahihs,
although none of the authors of the Six Books recorded it. But
in Sahih Al-Bukhari it is recorded from the Commander of the
faithful ‘Umar bin Al-Khattab, may Allah be pleased with him,
that the Messenger of Allah # saw a woman among the

tm Ahmad 3:104.
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prisoners of war picking up her child, clasping the child to her
breast and nursing him. The Messenger of Allah # said:
A5 B S e L0 BT o e Sy
«Do you think that this woman would throw her child into the
Fire even though she is (physically) able to do so?»
They said, “No.” The Messenger of Allah 3 said:

13, 0k e a3l o551 % tlgho

«By Allah, Allah is more merciful towards His servants than
this woman is to her child »!")

G L 5 19
¢Their greeting on the Day they shall meet Him will be
“Salam!’y
The apparent meaning — and Allah knows best - is that their
greeting, from Allah on the Day that they meet Him, will be
Salam, i.e., He will greet them with Salam, as He says
elsewhere:

‘(—3‘5) ;-’J o V)’ Fji}
4(It will be said to them): Salam - a Word from the Lord, Most
Merciful 3 (36:58)

Qatadah claimed that the meaning was that they would greet
one another with Salam on the Day when they meet Allah in
the Hereafter.””! This is like the Ayah:

:r‘; 5“‘, J.,H 9‘ ;-253;::?;‘:3 :‘::L: PR »z*, ‘:.:jﬁ Ef‘ \g:': ob, /-4
€ i

&Their way of request therein will be ‘Glory to You, O Allah,’
and 'Salam’ will be their greetings therein! and the close of their
request will be 'All praise is due to Allah, the Lord of all that
exits.'d (10:10)

G5,

LS G Ay
¢And He has prepared for them a generous reward.$

' Fath Al-Béri 10:440.
12 At-Tabari 20:280.

-y
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means Paradise and everything in it of food, drink, clothing,
dwellings, physical pleasure, luxuries and delightful scenes,
such as no eye has seen, no ear has heard and has never
entered the mind of man.

‘:.g.:_; ‘A);}a fni ,:u L'.Q‘E) \th \j.L::, _:\.-::J \.L,‘_a GJ_—L-IJ‘ LJ‘ é:.ﬁ L/'-’L:}
W-':Jgu’ ‘dv‘b I“; M«n‘u-rﬁu‘a ) .:Jhﬁv:

€BSams B 55 F F eip i 15
€45. O Prophet! Verily, We have sent you as witness, and a
bearer of glad tidings, and a warner,}

€46. And as one who invites to Allah by His leave, and as a
lamp spreading light.»

447. And announce to the believers the glad tidings, that they
will have from Allah a great bounty.»

€48. And obey not the disbelievers and the hypocrites, and
harm them not. And put your trust in Allah, and sufficient is
Allah as a Trustee.d

The Attributes of the Messenger of Allah 3

Imam Ahmad recorded that ‘Ata’ bin Yasar said that he met
‘Abdullah bin ‘Amr bin Al-‘As, may Alldh be pleased with him,
and said to him: “Tell me about the description of the
Messenger of Allah # in the Tawrah.” He said, “Yes, by Alldh,
he was described in the Tawrah with some of the qualities
with which he was described in the Qur’an: ‘O Prophet! Verily,
We have sent you as witness, and a bearer of glad tidings, and
a warner, a saviour to the illiterate. You are My servant and
My Messenger and I have called you Al-Mutawakkil (reliant).
You are not harsh or severe, or noisy in the marketplaces. You
do not repay evil with evil, but you overlook and forgive. Alldh
will not take your soul until you make straight those who have
deviated and they say L4 ilaha illaliah, words with which blind
eyes, deaf ears and sealed hearts will be opened’.”!! It was
also recorded by Al-Bukhari in the Books of Business and At-
Tafsir.?l

M Ahmad 2:174.
(2] Fath Al-Bari 4:402, 8:449.
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Wahb bin Munabbih said: “Allah revealed to one of the
Prophets of the Children of Israel whose name was Sha‘ya’
(Isaiah); ‘Stand up among your people the Children of Israel
and I shall cause your tongue to utter (words of) revelation. 1
shall send an unlettered (Prophet) from among the illiterate
(people). He will not be harsh or severe, or noisy in the
marketplaces. If he were to pass by a lamp, it would not be
extinguished, because of his tranquillity. If he were to walk on
reeds no sound would be heard from under his feet. 1 will
send him as a bearer of glad tidings and as a warner, who will
never utter immoral speech. Through him I will open blind
eyes, deaf ears and sealed hearts. I will guide him to do every
good deed and I will bestow upon him every noble
characteristic. 1 will make tranquillity his garment,
righteousness his banner, piety his conscience, wisdom his
speech, truthfulness and loyalty his nature, tolerance and
goodness his character, truth his way, justice his conduct,
guidance his leader, Islam his nation. Ahmad is his name and
through him I will guide people after they have gone astray,
teach them after they have been ignorant, raise their status
after they were nothing, make them known after they were
unknown, increase the number (of followers of the truth) after
they have been few, make them rich after they have been poor,
and bring them togther after they have been divided. Through
him I will bring together different nations and hearts, and
reconcile opposing desires. Through him I will save great
numbers of people from their doom. I will make his Ummah
the best of peoples ever raised up for mankind; they will
enjoin good and forbid evil, sincerely believing in Me Alone and
accepting as truth all that My Messengers have brought. I
shall inspire them to glorify, praise and magnify Me Alone in
their places of worship and in their gatherings, when they lie
down and when they return home. They will pray to Me
standing and sitting. They will fight for the sake of Allah in
ranks and armies. They will go forth from their homes by the
thousand, seeking My pleasure, washing their faces and limbs,
girding their loins. Their sacrifice will be their blood and their
holy Book will be in their hearts. They will be like monks by
night and like lions by day. Among the members of his family
and his offspring I will make those who are foremost (in faith)
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and believers in the truth and martyrs and righteous people.
His Ummah after him will lead people with truth and establish
justice therewith. I will give strength to those who support
them and help those who pray for them, and I will inflict
defeat upon those who oppose them or transgress against
them or seek to take something from their hands. I will make
them the heirs of their Prophet, calling people to their Lord,
enjoining what is good, forbidding what is evil, establishing
regular prayer, paying the Zakdh and fulfilling their promises.
Through them I will complete the goodness which 1 started
with the first of them. This is My bounty which I bestow upon
whomsoever I will, and I am the Possessor of great bounty.”!!

3

4as witnessp means, a witness to Allah’s Oneness, for there is
no God except He, and a witness against mankind for their
deeds on the Day of Resurrection. .

¢and We bring you as a witness against these peopley (4:41).
This is like the Ayah:
Qg KL 300 5555 0 J T el

¢that you be witnesses over mankind and the Messenger be a
wilness over youd (2:143).

. orpe

€0al L35
¢and a bearer of glad tidings, and a warner.p

means, a bearer of glad tidings to the believers of a great
reward, and a warner to the disbelievers of a great
punishment.

€ufy o Jy G
¢And as one who invites to Allah by His leave,

means, ‘you call mankind to worship their Lord because He
has commanded you to do so.’

M Ibn Abi Hatim no. 17714.
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€0t L0
4and as a lamp spreading light.p means, ‘the Message that you
bring is as clear as the sun shining brightly, and no one can
deny it except those who are stubborn.’

G 55 iy 5 olh
€¢And obey not the disbelievers and the hypocrites, and harm
them not.»

means, ‘do not obey them and do not pay attention to what
they say.’ s
¢l §553
d¢and harm them not.) means, ‘overlook and ignore them, for
their matter rests entirely with Allah and He is sufficient for
them (to deal with them).’ Allah says:

.G 3 585 M E Fap

4And put your trust in Allah, and sufficient is Allih as a
Trustee .$

K5 G 2h, o B B LR EG Gy o
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€49. O you who believe! When you marry believing women,
and then divorce them before you have sexual intercourse with
them, no 'Iddah have you to count in respect of them. So, give
them a present, and set them free in a handsome manner.p

A Gift and no (Iddah) for Women Who are divorced
before Consummation of the Marriage

This Ayah contains many rulings, including the use of the
word Nikdh for the marriage contract alone. There is no other
Ayah in the Qur’an that is clearer than this on this point. It
also indicates that it is permissible to divorce a woman before
consummating the marriage with her.

455

¢believing womend this refers to what is usually the case,
although there is no difference between a believing (Muslim)
woman and a woman of the People of the Book in this regard,



Siirah 33. Al-Ahzab (49) (Part-22) 717

according to scholarly consensus. Ibn ‘Abbas, may Allah be
pleased with him, Sa‘id bin Al-Musayyib, Al-Hasan Al-Basri, ‘Ali
bin Al-Husayn Zayn-ul-‘Abidin and a group of the Salaf took
this Ayah as evidence that divorce cannot occur unless it has
been preceded by marriage, because Allah says,

A0 B s 2 Gy
¢When you marry believing women, and then divorce themp

The marriage contract here is followed by divorce, which
indicates that the divorce cannot be valid if it comes first.!!!

Ibn Abi Hatim recorded that Ibn ‘Abbas, may Allah be
pleased with him, said, “If someone were to say, ‘every woman
I marry will ipso facto be divorced,” this does not mean
anything, because Allah says:

asl B o B 2K Gy T ol ey
4O you who believe! When you marry believing women, and
then divorce them....p."?
It was also reported that Ibn ‘Abbas, may Allah be pleased
with him, said: “Allah said,
( »» e 2 u‘:«‘,jﬁi »{-(’1 C‘!_)
¢When you marry believing women, and then divorce them .

Do you not see that divorce comes after marriage?”

A Hadith to the same effect was recorded from ‘Amr bin
Shu‘ayb from his father from his grandfather, who said: “The
Messenger of Allah #: said:

LG Y G Y G Y

tThere is no divorce for the son of Adam with regard to that
which he does not possess.»
This was recorded by Ahmad, Abu Dawud, At-Tirmidhi and
Ibn Méjah. At-Tirmidhi said, “This is a Hasan Hadith, and it is
the best thing that has been narrated on this matter.”3® It

(' At-Tabari 20:283.

2 Recorded by Ibn Al-Mundhir and Ibn Abi Hatim. See Ad-Durr Al-
Manthar 5:392.

) Ahmad 2:207, Abu Dawud 2:240, Tuhfat Al-Ahwadhi 4:355, Ibn
Majah 1:660.
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was also recorded by Ibn Majah from ‘Ali and Al-Miswar bin
Makhramah, may Allah be pleased with them, that the
Messenger of Allah # said:

«C&; J5 56 Yo

tThere is no divorce before marriage ")
¢no ‘Iddah have you to count in respect of them .

This is a command on which the scholars are agreed, that if a
woman is divorced before the marriage is consummated, she
does not have to observe the ‘Iddah (prescribed period for
divorce) and she may go and get married immediately to
whomever she wishes. The only exception in this regard is a
woman whose husband died, in which case she has to observe
an ‘lddah of four months and ten days even if the marriage
was not consummated. This is also according to the
consensus of the scholars.
€5 LI BT A
¢So, give them a present, and set them free in a handsome
manner.$

The present here refers to something more general than half of
the named dowery or a special gift that has not been named.
Allah says:

G35 6 B8 10 L0 B B8 o B o 3220 up
¢And if you divorce them before you have touched (had a sexual
relation with) them, and you have fixed unto them their due
(dowery) then pay half of thatp (2:237).

And Allah says:

[ 3
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¢There is no sin on you, if you divorce women while yet you
have not touched them, nor fixed unto them their due (dowery).

] 1bn Majah 1:660.
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But bestow on them gift, the rich according to his means, and
the poor according to his means, a gift of reasonable amount is
a duty on the doers of good .» (2:236)

In Sahih Al-Bukhdri, it was recorded that Sahl bin Sa‘d and
Abu Usayd, may Alldh be pleased with them both, said, “The
Messenger of Allah # married Umaymah bint Sharahil, and
when she entered upon him # he reached out his hand
towards her, and it was as if she did not like that, so he told
Abu Usayd to give her two garments.”l!! ‘Ali bin Abi Talhah
reported that Ibn ‘Abbas, may Allah be pleased with him, said
“If the dowery had been named, she would not be entitled to
more than half, but if the dowery is not been named, he
should give her a gift according to his means, and this is the
“handsome manner.”?
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€50. O Prophet! Verily, We have made lawful to you your
wives, to whom you have paid their due (dowery), and those
(slaves) whom your right hand possesses - whom Allah has
given to you, and the daughters of your paternal uncles and the
daughters of your paternal aunts and the daughters of your
maternal uncles and the daughters of your maternal aunts who
migrated with you, and a believing woman if she offers herself
to the Prophet, and the Prophet wishes to marry her - a
privilege for you only, not for the (rest of) the believers. Indeed
We know what We have enjoined upon them about their wives
and those (slaves) whom their right hands possess, in order that
there should be no difficulty on you. And Allah is Ever Oft-
Forgiving, Most Merciful.»

" Fath Al-Bari 9:269.
2 At-Tabari 20:283.
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The Women who are Lawful for the Prophet i&

Allah says, addressing His Prophet # that He has made lawful
for him of women his wives to whom he has given the dowery,
which is what is meant by “their due”, which is used here, as
was stated by Mujahid and others.!'! The dowery which he
gave to his wives was twelve and half ‘Ugiyah (measures of
gold) so they all received five hundred Dirhams except for
Umm Habibah bint Abi Sufyan, to whom An-Najashi, may
Allah have mercy on him, gave four hundred Dinars (on behalf
of the Prophet i) Safiyyah bint Huyay, whom he chose from
among the prisoners of Khaybar, then he set her free, making
her release her dowery. A similar case was that of Juwayriyah
bint Al-Harith Al-Mustalaqiyyah - he paid off the contract to
buy her freedom from Thabit bin Qays bin Shammas and
married her. May Allah be pleased with them all.

g B D g S

§those (slaves) whom your right hand possesses whom Allah has
given to you,}

means, ‘the slave-girls whom you took from the war booty are
also permitted to you.’ He owned Safiyyah and Juwayriyah,
then he manumitted them and married them, and he owned
Rayhanah bint Sham‘n An-Nadariyyah and Mariyah Al-
Qibtiyyah, the mother of his son Ibrahim, upon him be peace;
they were both among the prisoners, may Allah be pleased
with them.

Qs S A o Bl oy o6
dand the daughters of your paternal uncles and the daughters of
your paternal aunts and the daughters of your maternal uncles
and the daughters of your maternal aunisp

This is justice which avoids going to either extreme, for the
Christians do not marry a woman unless there are seven
grandfathers between the man and the woman (i.e., they are
very distantly related or not at all), and the Jews allow a man
to marry his brother’s daughter or his sister’s daughter. So the
pure and perfect Shari‘ah came to cancel out the extremes of

I}l At-Tabari 20:284.
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the Christians, and permitted marriage to the daughter of a
paternal uncle or aunt, or the daughter of a maternal uncle or
aunt, and forbade the excesses of the Jews who allowed
marriage to the daughter of a brother or sister which is an
abhorrent thing.

s Fise,

¢l g G of B0 S gy oy (OB S5 o B3 S
gand a believing woman if she offers herself to the Prophet, and
the Prophet wishes to marry her - a privilege for you only,»
means, ‘also lawful for you, O Prophet, is a believing woman if
she offers herself to you, to marry her without a dowery, if you
wish to do so.’ This Ayah includes two conditions.

Imam Ahmad recorded from Sahl bin Sa‘d As-Sa‘di that a
woman came to the Messenger of Allah i and said, “O
Messenger of Allah, verily, I offer myself to you (for marriage).”
She stood there for a long time, then a man stood up and
said, “O Messenger of Allah, marry her to me if you do not
want to marry her.” The Messenger of Allah # said:

v} ARRX st L Blie Jo

«Do you have anything that you could give to her as a

dowery?»
He said, “I have only this garment of mine.” The Messenger of
Allah # said:

R a6 (5 Y Eds 505 kel p
uf you give her your garment, you will be left with no
garment. Look for something.»

He said, “I do not have anything.” He said:
s e W 55 e
uLook for something, even if it is only an iron ring.»

So he looked, but he could not find anything. Then the
Messenger of Allah # said to him:

0922 ofidl e L s
«Do you have [know] anything of the Qur'an?»
He said, “Yes, Surah such and such and Siarah and such,” he
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named the Strahs. So, the Messenger of Allah # said:
IR T A
&1 marry her to you with what you know of the Qur'an M
It was also recorded by (Al-Bukhari and Muslim) from the
Hadith of Malik.!?!

Ibn Abi Hatim recorded a narration from his father that
‘A'ishah said: “The woman who offered herself to the Prophet
3 was Khawlah bint Hakim.”® Al-Bukhari recorded that
‘A'ishah said, “I used to feel jealous of those women who

offered themselves to the Prophet # and I said, 'Would a
woman offer herself?’ When Allih revealed the Ayah:

€ O AR AT Pl TP "—‘/: P e Zye L - -
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¢You can postpone whom you will of them, and you may

receive whom you will. And whomsoever you desire of those

whom you have set aside, it is no sin on youp
I said, ‘1 see that your Lord hastens to confirm your
desires.’ "4

Ibn Abi Hatim recorded that Ibn ‘Abbés said: “The Messenger
of Allah # did not have any wife who offered herself to him.”
This was recorded by Ibn Jarir.® In other words, he did not
accept any of those who offered themselves to him, even
though they were lawful for him - a ruling which applied to
him alone. The matter was left to his own choice, as Allah

says:
€5 o 5
¢and [if] the Prophet wishes to marry herp
meaning, if he chooses to do so.
€l o o < Sl P

<a privilege for you only, not for the (rest of) the believers. »

" Ahmad 5:336.

' Fath Al-Bari 9:97, Muslim 2:1040.
B) Al-Bayhagi 7:55.

1 Fath Al-Bari 8:385.

15! At-Tabari 20:288.
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Tkrimah said: “This means, it is not permissible for anyone
else to marry a woman who offers herself to him; if a woman
offers herself to a man, it is not permissible for him (to marry
her) unless he gives her something.”!! This was also the view
of Mujahid, Ash-Shabi and others.”? In other words, if a
woman offers herself to a man, when he consummates the
marriage, he has to give her a dowery like that given to any
other woman of her status, as the Messenger of Allah i ruled
in the case of Barwa‘ bint Washiq when she offered herself in
marriage; the Messenger of Allah # ruled that she should be
given a dowery that was appropriate for a woman like her after
her husband died. Death and consummation are the same
with regard to the confirmation of the dowery, and the giving
of a dowery appropriate to the woman’s status in the case of
those who offer themselves to men other than the Prophet i
is an established ruling. With regard to the Prophet i himself,
he is not obliged to give a dowery to a woman who offers
herself to him, even if he consummated the marriage, because
he has the right to marry without a dowery, Wali
(representative) or witnesses, as we have seen in the story of
Zaynab bint Jahsh, may Allah be pleased with her. Qatadah
said, concerning the Ayah:

€l o o i 1yl
<a privilege for you only, not for the (rest of) the believers.p

no woman has the right to offer herself to any man without a
Wali or a dowery, except to the Prophet .13

i S Ot o i CS e B

¢Indeed We know what We have enjoined upon them about
their wives and those (servants) whom their right hands
possess,

Ubayy bin Kab, Mujahid, Al-Hasan, Qatadah and Ibn Jarir
said, concerning the Ayah:
€ o o B L B

1) Ad-Durr Al-Manthir 6 :631.
2] A¢-Tabari 20:286, 287.
3] At-Tabari 20:286.
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&Indeed We know what We have enjoined wpon them about
their wives)

means, ‘concerning the limiting of their number to four free
women,!!) and whatever they wish of slave-girls, and the
conditions of a representative, dowery and witnesses to the
marriage. This is with regard to the Ummah (the people}, but
We have granted an exemption in your case and have not
imposed any of these obligations upon you.’

(‘x -’3 \1».4 '.'j,;f 66,&; /‘_-,, :).K:' ,.-/:’§

&in order that there should be no difficulty on you. And Allah
is Ever Oft-Forgiving, Most Merciful .$

Y< This is the end of volume seven.

¢ Volume eight begins with Surat Al-Ahzib, Verse. 51.

W w w

11 At-Tabari 20:290.
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¢51. You can postpone
whom you will of them,
and you may receive
whom you will. And
whomsoever you desire
of those whom you have
set aside, it is no sin on
you: that is better that
they may be comforted
and not grieved, and
may all be pleased with
what you give them. Al-
lah knows what is in
your hearts. And Allah
is Ever All-Knowing,
Most Forbearing.»

The Prophet i has the Choice of either accepting or
rejecting Women who offer Themselves to Him

Imam Ahmad recorded that ‘A’ishah, may Allah be pleased
with her, used to feel jealous of the women who offered
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themselves to the Prophet . She said, “Would a woman not
feel shy to offer herself without any dowery?” Then Allih
revealed the Ayah,
€ S o) R T8 S W0
¢You can postpone whom you will of them, and you may
receive whom you will .

She said, “I think that your Lord is hastening to confirm your
desire.”!!) We have already stated that Al-Bukhari also recorded
this.’! This indicates that what is meant by the word:

L ¥
4postponed is delay, and

L S I
dwhom you will of themp means, ‘of those who offer themselves
to you.’

b

¢ o ) widd
¢and you may receive whom you will.» means, ‘whoever you wish,
you may accept, and whoever you wish, you may decline, but
with regard to those whom you decline, you have the choice of
going back to them later on and receiving them.’ Allah says:

€L 0 50 S i S5
¢And whomsoever you desire of those whom you have set aside,
it is no sin on you (to receive her again).p

Others said that what is meant by:

o -

b

i A c.g;&
¢You can postpone (the turn of) whom you will of them,}

means, ‘your wives: there is no sin on you if you stop dividing
your time equally between them, and delay the turn of one of
them and bring forward the turn of another as you wish, and
you have intercourse with one and not another as you wish.’
This was narrated from Ibn ‘Abbas, Mujahid, Al-Hasan,

M Ahmad 6:158.
(2} Fath Al-Bari 8:385.
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Qatadah, Abu Razin, ‘Abdur-Rahman bin Zayd bin Aslam and
others.

Nevertheless, the Prophet # used to divide his time between
them equally, hence a group of the scholars of Figh among the
Shafiis and others said that equal division of time was not
obligatory for him % and they used this Ayah as their
evidence.

Al-Bukhari recorded that ‘A’ishah said: “The Messenger of
Allah % used to ask pemiésion of us {for changing days) after
this Ayah was revealed: =

13 r oo s rvrr er /.z;::; e e L . B P ae gl - Py
0k 70 S S G S50 5 N S 3w B T S )
&You can postpone whom you will of them, and you may
receive whom you will. Akl whomsoever you desire of those

whom you have set aside, it is no sin on you.»”

I (the narrator) said to her: “What did you say?” She said, ‘I
said, If it were up to me, I would not give preference to
anyone with regard to you, O Messenger of Allah™!l

This Hadith indicates that what is meant in this Hadith from
‘Alishah is that it was not obligatory on him to divide his time
equally between his wives. The first Hadith quoted from her
implies that the Ayah was revealed concerning the women who
offered themselves to him. Ibn Jarir prefered the view that the
Ayah was general and applies both to the women who offered
themselves to him and to the wives that he already had, and
that he was given the choice whether to divide him time
among them or not.”! This is a good opinion which reconciles
between the Hadiths.
Allah says:

C
3% LacL v [ att PRt B3 Bk T B¢
o G U GRS o Y R S5 O ool s

&that is better that they may be comforted and not grieved, and
may all be pleased with what you give them.»

meaning, ‘if they know that Allah has stated that there is no
sin on you with regard to dividing your time. If you wish, you
may divide you time and if you do not wish, you need not
divide your time, there is no sin on you no matter which you

11} Fath Al-Bari 8:385.
(2 At-Tabari 20:304.
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do. Therefore if you divide your time between them, this will
be your choice, and not a duty that is enjoined upon you, so
they will feel happy because of that and will recognize your
favor towards them in sharing your time equally among them
and being fair to all of them.’

€300 o u s A6y
4Allah knows what is in your hearts.$ means, ‘He knows that you
are more inclined towards some of them than others, which you
cannot avoid.” Imam Ahmad recorded that ‘A’ishah said: “The

Messenger of Allah # used to divide his time between his
wives fairly and treat them equally, then he said:

el 3 s s ol o6 Al G g s 25l

«O Allah, I have done as much as I can with regard to what is
under my control, so do not blame me for that which is under
Your control and not mine »"1!!

It was also recorded by the four Sunan compilers. After the
words “so do not blame me for that which is under Your
control and not mine,” Abu Dawud’s report adds the phrase:

RO R RCTIR R

8So do not blame me for that which is under Your control and not
mine.) meaning matters of the heart.”?, Its chain of narration is
Sahih, and all the men in its chain are reliable.

Then this phrase is immediately followed by the words,

L W 24 e
¢And Allah is Ever All-Knowing,® i.e., of innermost secrets,

L

>

¢Most Forbearing.$ meaning, He overlooks and forgives.

- - AGpr Tk wits yyey
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(1 Ahmad 6:144.

] Abu Dawud 2:601, Tuhfat Al-Ahwadhi 4:294, An-Nasa’ 7 :63, Tbn
Majah 1:633.
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€52. It is not lawful for you (to marry other) women after this,
nor to change them for other wives even though their beauty
attracts you, except those whom your right hand possesses. And
Allah is Ever a Watcher over all things.

The Reward of His Wives for choosing to stay with the
Messenger i

More than one of the scholars, such as Ibn ‘Abbas, Mujahid,
Ad-Dahhak, Qatadah, Ibn Zayd, Ibn Jarir and others!’! stated
that this Ayah was revealed as a reward to the wives of the
Prophet # expressing Alldh’s pleasure with them for their
excellent decision in choosing Allah and His Messenger i and
the Home of the Hereafter, when the Messenger of Allah %,
gave them the choice, as we have stated above. When they
chose the Messenger of Allah i their reward was that Allah
restricted him to these wives, and forbade him to marry
anyone else or to change them for other wives, even if he was
attracted by their beauty — apart from slave-girls and prisoners
of war, with regard to whom there was no sin on him. Then
Allah lifted the restriction stated in this Ayah and permitted
him to marry more women,? but he did not marry anyone
else, so that the favor of the Messenger of Allah % towards
them would be clear.

Imam Ahmad recorded that ‘A’ishah, may Allah be pleased
with her, said: “The Messenger of Allah # did not die until
Allah permitted (marriage to other) women for him.”® It was
also recorded by At-Tirmidhi and An-Nasa’ in their Sunans.!*!
On the other hand, others said that what was meant by the
Ayah,

€5 b 1 5 54 D
41t is not lawful for yozi (to marry other) women after this,$

means, ‘after the description We have given of the women who
are lawful for you, those to whom you have given their dowery,

11 At-Tabari 20:297, 299.

12 Ahmad 6:41.

B) See Sitrat Al-Ahzab 33:50.

' Tuhfat Al-Ahwadhi 9:78, An-Nasa’i 6 :56.
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those whom your right hand possesses, and daughters of your
paternal uncles and aunts, maternal uncles and aunts, and
those who offer themselves to you in marriage - other kinds of
women are not lawful for you.” This view was narrated from
Ubayy bin Kab, from Mujahid in one report which was
transmitted from him, and others.

At-Tirmidhi recorded that Ibn ‘Abbas said: “The Messenger of
Allah §& was forbidden to marry certain kinds of women apart
from believing women who had migrated with him, in the
Ayah,

c % i .z, <. g for & o<t gl PO R W

(“/? ’ :’g/z

=

&1t is not lawful for you (to marry other) women after this, nor
to change them for other wives even though their beauty attracts
you, except those whom your right hand possesses.p

Allah has made lawful believing women, and believing women
who offered themselves to the Prophet # for marriage, and He
made unlawful every woman who followed a religion other
than Islam, as Allah says:

A= B2 35 ol 56 S5

¢And whosoever disbelieves in faith, then fruitless is his worky

(5:5).
Ibn Jarir, may Allah have mercy on him, stated that this Ayah
is general in meaning and applies to all the kinds of women
mentioned and the women to whom he was married, who were
nine. What he said is good, and may be what many of the
Salaf meant, for many of them narrated both views from him,

and there is no contradiction between the two. And Allah
knows best.

€ A 5 6 & by 3G S
¢nor to change them for other wives even though their beauty
attracts you,»

He was forbidden to marry more women, even if he were to
divorce any of them and wanted replace her with another, except
for those whom his right hand possessed (slave women).

Rl %
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¢53. O you who believe! Enter not the Prophet's houses, unless
permission is given to you for a meal, (and then) not (so early
as) to wait for its preparation. But when you are invited, enter,
and when you have taken your meal, disperse without sitting
for a talk. Verily, such (behavior) annoys the Prophet, and he is
shy of (asking) you (to go); but Allah is not shy of (telling you)
the truth. And when you ask (his wives) for anything you
want, ask them from behind a screen, that is purer for your
hearts and for their hearts. And it is not (right) for you that
you should annoy Allah's Messenger, nor that you should ever
marry his wives after him (his death). Verily, with Allah that
shall be an enormity .»

¢54. Whether you reveal anything or conceal it, verily, Alldh is
Ever All-Knower of everything.»

The Etiquette of entering the Houses of the Prophet i
and the Command of Hijab

This is the Ayah of Hijab, which includes several legislative
rulings and points of etiquette. This is one of the cases where
the revelation confirmed the opinion of Umar bin Al-Khattab,
may Allah be pleased with him, as it was reported in the Two
Sahihs that he said: “My view coincided with that of my Lord
in three things. I said, ‘O Messenger of Allah, why do you not
take Maqdm Ibrahim as a place of prayer?’ Then Allah
revealed:

NEPCWEPRR
4And take you (people) the Magam (place) of Ibrahim as a place
of prayery (2:125)

And I said, ‘O Messenger of Allah, both righteous and immoral
people enter upon your wives, so why do you not screen
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them?’ Then Allah revealed the Ayah of Hijab. And I said to
the wives of the Prophet & when they conspired against him
out of jealousy,

(:KE 5;' r—i’j 13.):. ‘.\1 f‘m el ul rz)' “_;.2)

&1t may be if he divorced you (all) that his Lord will give him
instead of you, wives better than youp (66:5),

and this is what Allah revealed.”!!

In a report recorded by Muslim, the prisoners of Badr are
mentioned, and this is a fourth matter (in which the view of
‘Umar coincided with that of his Lord).!?!

Al-Bukhari recorded that Anas bin Malik said: “Umar bin Al-
Khattab said: ‘O Messenger of Alldh, both righteous and
immoral people enter upon you, so why not instruct the
Mothers of the believers to observe Hijab?' Then Alldh revealed
the Ayah of Hijab."*!

Al-Bukhari recorded that Anas bin Malik, may Allah be
pleased with him, said: “When the Messenger of Allah i
married Zaynab bint Jahsh, he invited the people to eat, then
they sat talking. When he wanted to get up, they did not get
up. When he saw that, he got up anyway, and some of them
got up, but three people remained sitting. The Prophet i
wanted to go in, but these people were sitting, then they got
up and went away. I came and told the Prophet # that they
had left, then he came and entered. I wanted to follow him,
but he put the screen between me and him. Then Allah
revealed,

b % 40 8 K Y e 1B U o Gy

Ao 200 O 56 20§ 55 25
€O you who believe! Enter not the Prophet's houses, unless
permission is given to you for a meal, (and then) not (so early
as) lo wait for its preparation. But when you are invited, enter,
and when you have taken your meal, disperse...)”“”

1 Fath Al-Bari 1:60, Muslim 4:1765.
2l Muslim 4:1765.

Bl Fath Al-Bari 8:387.

1 Fath Al-Bari 8:387.
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Al-Bukhari also recorded this elsewhere.l’l It was also
recorded by Muslim and An-Nasa'1.!?

Then Al-Bukhari recorded that Anas bin Malik said: “The
Prophet # married Zaynab bint Jahsh with (a wedding feast
of) meat and bread. I sent someone to invite people to the
feast, and some people came and ate, then left. Then another
group came and ate, and left. I invited people until there was
no one left to invite. I said, ‘O Messenger of Alldh, I cannot
find anyone else to invite.’ He ¥ said,

DR AHRE
tTake away the food .»

There were three people left who were talking in the house.
The Prophet # went out until he came to the apartment of
‘A’ishah, may Allah be pleased with her, and he i said,

Zsre 2.6 ot "‘o‘o'r 3
B35 i 45 o AT oKl peiee

tMay peace be upon you, members of the household, and the
mercy and blessings of Allah.»

She said, ‘And upon you be peace and the mercy of Allah,
How did you find your (new) wife, O Messenger of Allih? May
Allah bless you.” He went round to the apartments of all his
wives, and spoke with them as he had spoken with ‘A'ishah,
and they spoke as ‘A’ishah had spoken. Then the Prophet 3
came back, and those three people were still talking in the
house. The Prophet i was extremely shy, so he went out and
headed towards ‘A’ishah’s apartment. I do not know whether I
told him or someone else told him when the people had left, so
he came back, and when he was standing with one foot over
the threshold and the other foot outside, he placed the curtain
between me and him, and the Ayah of Hijab was revealed.”!
This was recorded only by Al-Bukhari among the authors of
the Six Books, apart from An-Nasa’i, in Al-Yaum wal-Laylah.1¥)
L IR R
4Enter not the Prophet's houses,p the believers were prohibited

M Fath Al-Bari 11:24.

12l Muslim 2:1050, An-Nasa’i in Al-Kubrd 6 :435.
13l Fath Al-Bari 8:388.

1"l An-Nasa’i in Al-Kubra 6:75.
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from entering the houses of the Messenger of Allah i without
permission, as they used to do during the Jahiliyyah and at
the beginning of Islam, until Allah showed His jealousy over
this Ummah and commanded them to seek permission. This is
a sign of His honoring this Ummah. Hence the Messenger of
Allah # said:

i i 5,205
«Beware of entering upon women.. alt
Then Allah makes an exception, when He says:

RN FR R
qunless permission is given to you for a meal, (and then) not
(so early as) to wait for its preparation.d

Mujahid, Qatadah and others said: “This means, without
waiting for the food to be prepared.”? In other words, do not
watch the food as it is being cooked to see if it is nearly ready,
then come and enter the house, because this is one of the
things that Allah dislikes and condemns. This indicates that it
is forbidden to watch out for food being prepared, which is
what the Arabs called Tatfil (being an uninvited guest). Al-
Khatib Al-Baghdadi wrote a book condemning those who
watch out for food being prepared, and mentioned more things
about this topic than we can quote here. Then Allah says:
€550 20 6 R 25§ 55D
¢But when you are invited, enter, and when you have taken
your meal, dispersey

In Sahih Muslim it is recorded that Ibn Umar, may Allah be
pleased with him, said: “The Messenger of Allah & said:

G 5108 e sadii il 8k s idp
RANI SR T Xes
«When anyone of you invites his bother, let him “respond,
whether it is for a wedding or for any other reason .2+
Allah says:

1 Muslim 4:1711.
121 At-Tabari 20:306. R T T T
B Muslim 2:1058.
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€ond 50 P
<without sitting for a talk.» meaning, as those three people did
who stayed behind and chatted, and forgot themselves to such
an extent that this caused inconvenience for the Messenger of

Allah # as Allah says:
€l A0 AN f S K B
¢Verily, such (behavior) annoys the Prophet, and he is shy of
(asking) you (to go);»
It was said that what was meant was, your entering his
houses without permission causes him inconvenience and
annoyance, but he did not like to forbid them to do so

because he felt too shy,” until Alldh revealed that this was
forbidden. Alldh says:

13
.ror

€51 5 L ¥ 5
¢but Allah is not shy of (telling you) the truth.p

meaning, ‘this is why He is forbidding and prohibiting you
from doing that.’
Then Alldh says:

SR A (e g

€l By o TAJES GBS0 G
$¢And when you ask (his wives) for anything you want, ask
them from behind a screen,®

meaning, just as it is forbidden for you to enter upon them, it
is forbidden for you to look at them at all. If anyone of you
has any need to take anything from them, he should not look
at them, but he should ask for whatever he needs from behind
a screen.’

Prohibition of annoying the Messenger # and the
Statement that His Wives are Unlawful for the Muslims
ISEQAPIEA S IR R R AL E R P
€4 3 g Glem
€And it is not (right) for you that you should annoy Allah's

Messenger, nor that you should ever marry his wives after him
(his death). Verily, with Allah that shall be an enormity.»
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Ibn Abi Hatim recorded that Ibn ‘Abbas said concerning the
Ayah;

12 U J e 8 0
¢And it is not (right) for you that you should annoy Alldh’s
Messenger,y

“This was revealed concerning a man who wanted to marry
one of the wives of the Prophet # after he died. A man said to
Sufyan, ‘Was it ‘A'ishah?’ He said, ‘That is what they said.’ "!}

This was also stated by Muqatil bin Hayyan and ‘Abdur-
Rahman bin Zayd bin Aslam.”! He also reported with his
chain of narration from As-Suddi that the one who wanted to
do this was Talhah bin Ubaydullah, may Alldh be pleased
with him, until this Ayah was revealed forbidding that. Hence
the scholars were unanimous in stating that it was forbidden
for anyone to marry any of the women who were married to
the Messenger of Alldh # at the time when he died, because
they are his wives in this world and in the Hereafter, and they
are the Mothers of the believers, as stated previously.

Alldh regarded that as a very serious matter, and issued the
sternest of warnings against it, as He said:

€5 3 ke S K6 D
¢Verily, with Allah that shall be an enormity.»
Then He said:
‘(@u-{;w:é'u(“‘;"géﬁﬁ:-bﬁoﬁ’

&Whether you reveal anything or conceal it, verily, Allah is
Ever All-Knower of everything.»

meaning, ‘whatever you conceal in your innermost thoughts, it
is not hidden from Him at all.’

fji,)..a“ ,J.‘ G u\:.Y\ 4.11.. “.l;u:)

¢Allah knows the fraud of the eyes, and all that the breasts
conceal . (40:19).

() Ad-Durr Al-Manthir 6:643. This is reported w1thout a chain of
narration by Ibn Abi Hatim. n

(21 At-Tabari 20:316.
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\3“”‘ ‘M‘-“UL"-’J'*" L] Relatives before

‘»»a\&u&,&u.}qm Whom a Woman
does not need to

observe Hijab

When Allah commands women to observe Hijab in front of
men to whom they are not related, He explains who are the
relatives before whom they do not need to observe Hijab. This

is like the exceptions stated in Siurat An-Nir, where Allah says:
N el § @l B T ool 5 50 V) 5 <l N

o red
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4And not to reveal their adornment except to their husbands, or
their fathers, or their husbands’ fathers, or their sons, or their
husbands’ sons, or their brothers, or their biothers' sons, or
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their sisters’ sons, or their women, or their right hand
possessions, or the Tabi'in among men who do not have desire,

. or small children who are not aware of the nakedness of
women.$:(24:31). .

The Ayah contains more detail than this, which we have
already discussed in the Tafsir of the Ayah and do not need to
repeat here. ;

Ibn Jarir recorded that Ash-Sha‘bi and ‘lkrimah said
concerning the Ayah,

€650 3 5% 25 )
&It is no sin on them before their fathers...p
I said, “What about the paternal uncle and the maternal uncle
- why are they not mentioned?” He said: “Because they may
describe her to their sons, so it is disliked for a woman to
remove her covering in front of her paternal uncle or maternal
uncle."!! o
¢5s V53

&or their own women,$ means that they do not have to observe
Hijab in front of other believing women.

¢ et oy

dor their (female) slaves.» Sa‘id bin Al-Musayyib said: “This
means female slaves only.” This was recorded by Ibn Abi Hatim.

€l 3§ § 0 8 QW
¢And (O ladies) have Taqwa of Allah. Verily, Allah is Ever
All-Witness over everything. =
means, and fear Him in private and in public, for He witnesses
all things and nothing is hidden from Him, so think of the
One Who is always watching.

[T Iz p fe 2% o ) 3 20 2
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456. Allah sends His Salah on the Prophet, and also His angels
(do so). O you who believe! Send your Salah on him, and greet
him with Taslim .

(1 At-Tabari 20:318.
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The Command to say Saldh upon the Prophet i

Al-Bukhari said: “Abu Al-‘Aliyah said: “Allah’s Salgh is His
praising him before the angels, and the Salah of the angels is
their supplication.” Ibn ‘Abbas said: “They send blessings.”!|
Abu Isa At-Tirmidhi said: “This was narrated from Sufyan
Ath-Thawri and other scholars, who said: ‘The Salah of the
Lord is mercy, and the Salah of the angels is their seeking
forgiveness.”!?!

There are Mutawadtir Hadiths narrated from the Messenger of
Allah # commanding us to send blessings on him and how we
should say Salgh upon him. We will mention as many of them
as we can, if Allah wills, and Alldh is the One Whose help we
seek.

In his Tafsir of this Ayah, Al-Bukhari recorded that Kab bin
Ujrah said, “It was said, ‘O Messenger of Allah, with regard to

sending Saldm upon you, we know about this, but how about
Salah?’ He #: said:

SR CCL R T EUN B BT A PR E TR
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“Say: O Allah, send Your Salah upon Muhammad and upon
the family of Muhammad, as You sent Your Salih upon the
Jamily of Ibrahim, verily You are the Most Praiseworthy, Most
Glorious. O Allah, send Your blessings upon Muhammad and
upon the family of Muhammad, as You sent Your blessings

upon the family of Ibrahim, verily You are Most Praiseworthy,
Most Glorious.'"»13

Imam Ahmad recorded that Ibn Abi Layla said that Kab bin
‘Ujrah met him and said, “Shall I not give you a gift? The
Messenger of Allah i came out to us and we said, ‘O
Messenger of Allah! We knmow how to send Salam upon you,
but how can we send Salgh?’ He # said:

CelA g e Ge W i T B 5 G e AT

M Fath Al-Bari 8:392.
2] Tuhfat Al-Ahwadhi 2:610.
18) Fath Al-Bari 8:392. e
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«Say: O Allah, send Your Salah upon Muhammad and upon
the family of Muhammad, as You sent Your Salah upon the
family of Ibrahim, verily You are the Most Praiseworthy, Most
Glorious. O Allah, send Your blessings upon Muhammad and
upon the family of Muhammad, as You sent Your blessings
upon the family of Ibrahim, verily You are Most Praiseworthy,
Most Glorious.''v”

This Hadith has been recorded by the Group in their books
with different chains of narration.

Another Hadith
Al-Bukhari recorded that Abu Sa‘id Al-Khudri, may Allah be
pleased with him, said: “We said, ‘O Messenger of Allah, this is
the Saldm upon you, but how do we send Saladh upon you?’
He # said:
P I P FRCK: PR NG A R RS EL B PR P4 R
Gl e S50 WS I T IS 435 B 3,0
«Say: O Allah, send Your $alah upon Muhammad, Your
servant and Messenger, as You sent Your Saldh upon the
family of Ibrahim, and send Your blessings upon Muhammad

and upon the family of Muhammad, as You sent Your blessings
upon the family of Ibrahim.""»”

Abu Silih narrated that Layth said:
el I LB ES50 WS (udRd T IS 435 e
«Upon Muhammad and upon the family of Muhammad as You
sent Your blessings upon the family of Ibrahim .»

Ibrahim bin Hamzah told that, Ibn Abi Hazim and Ad-
Darawardi told, that Yazid, i.e., Ibn Al-Had said:

iGN WS (i g ai 0,05« ey B Eds G
s J 5 el

tAs You sent Your Salah upon Ilbrahim, and send Your
blessings upon Muhammad and the family of Muhammad, as
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You sent Your blessings upon Ibrahim and the family of
Torahim ")

This was also recorded by An-Nasa’l and Ibn Majah.?!

Another Hadith

Imam Ahmad recorded from Abu Humayd As-Si‘idi that they
said: “O Messenger of Allah, how can we send Saldh upon
you?” He #% said,

. - ] . s, el .. . . . , ,
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tSay: O Allah, send Your Salah upon Muhammad and his
wives and offspring, as You sent Your Salah upon Ibrahim, and
send Your blessings upon Muhammad and his wives and
offspring, as You sent Your blessings upon the family of
Ibrahim, verily You are Most Praiseworthy, Most
Glorious " »"3!

It was also recorded by the rest of the Group, apart from At-
Tirmidhi.!

Another Hadith

Muslim recorded that Abu Mas‘d Al-Ansari said: “We came to
the Messenger of Alldh # and we were with Sa‘d bin ‘Ubadah.
Bashir bin Sa‘d said to him, ‘Allah has commanded us to send
Saldh upon you, O Messenger of Allah. How can we send
Saldh upon you?’ The Messenger of Allih #: remained quiet
for so long that we wished that he had not asked him, then
the Messenger of Allah # said:

e e B U8 S T 5 5 e 1 i b
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) Fath Al-Bari 8:392.

(2l An-Nasa’i 3:49, Ibn Majah 1:292.

31 Ahmad 5:424.

4 Fath Al-Bari 11:157, Muslim 1:306, Abu Dawud 1:600, An-Nasa'i
3:49, Ibn Majah 1:293.
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1Say: O Allah, send Your $alah upon Muhammad and upon
the family of Muhammad, as You sent Your Salah upon the
family of Ibrahim, and send Your blessings upon Muhammad
and upon the family of Muhammad, as You sent Your blessings
upon the family of Ibrahim among all people, verily You are
Most Praiseworthy, Most Glorious."” And the Salam is as you
know .»"11

This was also recorded by Abu Dawud, An-Nasa’l, At-Tirmidhi
and Ibn Jarir. At-Tirmidhi said, “It is Hasan Sahih."?

Saying Saldh upon the Prophet 3 before the
Supplication

Imam Ahmad, Abu Dawud and At-Tirmidhi reported the
following Hadith and graded it Sahth; An-Nasa'i, Ibn
Khuzaymah and Ibn Hibban recorded in their Sahihs that
Fadélah bin ‘Ubayd, may Allah be pleased with him, said: “The
Messenger of Allah # heard a man making supplication in his
prayer when he had not praised Allah or said Saldh upon the
Prophet #%. The Messenger of Allah # said:

Wis J,:._E,»

tThis man is rushing.» Then he called him over and said,
to him or to someone else,

AT HA T A QO - P P PP WA i R w4 B P
«When any one of you supplicates, let him start by praising
and glorifying Alldh, may He be exalted, then let him send

Salah upon the Prophet, and after that let him make
supplication as he wishes .»"13

I Mustim 1:305.

2! Abu Dawud 1:600, Tuhfat Al-Ahwadhi 9 :84, An-Nasa’l in Al-Kubra
6:436, At-Tabari 20:321.

Bl Ahmad 6:18, Abu Dawud 2:162, Tuhfat Al-Ahwadhi 9:450, An-
Nasa’t 3:44, Ibn Khuzaymah 1:351, Ibn Hibban 3:308.
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The Virtue of saying Saldh upon the Prophet

Another Hadith

At-Tirmidhi recorded that Ubayy bin Kab said: “When two
thirds of the night had passed, the Messenger of Allah %
would get up and say,

i sﬂgljﬂ
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10 people, remember Allah, remember Allah, the first blast of
the Trumpet has come and will be followed by the second blast,

death has come with all its horrors, death has come with all its
horrors.»”

Ubayy said, “I said, ‘O Messenger of Allah, I send a lot of
Saldh upon you, how much of my prayer should be Saldh
upon you?' He said,
LR
tWhatever you want.» | said, ‘A quarter?’ He said,
0l 5 5eh B35 Of (Eip W
tWhatever you want, but if you increase it, it will be better for
you.»
I said, ‘Half?’ He said,
0l 23 5 35 0P (Sl L
sWhatever you want, but if you increase it, it will be better for
you.»
I said, ‘Two thirds?’ He said,
TR H IR SR N DRV
«Whatever you want, but if you increase it, it will be better for
you.»
I said, ‘Should I make my whole prayer for you?’ He said,

«This would be sufficient to relieve your distress and earn you
forgiveness of your sins.»”
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Then he said: “This is a Hasan Hadith."\!!

Another Haditth

Imdm Ahmad recorded that Abu Talhah said that the
Messenger of Allah i came one day looking happy. They said,
“O Messenger of Alldh, we see that you look happy.” He said,

Y8104 e 3 80 5 gy ol 1S ¢ 06 G el 2
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tThe angel came to me and told me, O Muhammad, would it
not please you if your Lord, may He be glorified, says: ‘No
member of your Ummah sends Salah upon you but 1 send Salah
upon him tenfold, and no member of your Ummah sends
greetings of Salam upon you but 1 send greetings of Salim
upon him tenfold?"” I said, "'Of course.'s?!

This was also recorded by An-Nasa’i.l®!

Another Chain of Narration

Imam Ahmad recorded that Abu Talhah Al-Ansari said: “One
morning the Messenger of Alldh #& was in a cheerful mood and
looked happy. They said, ‘O Messenger of Allah, this morning
you are in a cheerful mood and look happy.’ He said,

808 ke a2l 5y Gl o 20 108 355 % 5 e o 6T e
ol £ 555 ot 33 22 B 855 epin SRe 1 Wj s SR g
tOf course just now someone [an angel] came to me from my
Lord and said, "Whoever among your Ummah sends Salih
upon you, Allah will record for him ten good deeds and will

erase for him ten evil deeds, and will raise his status by ten

degrees, and will return his greeting with something similar to
it

This is also a good chain, although they (Al-Bukhari and

) Tuhfat Al-Ahwadhi 7:152.
12 Ahmad 4:30.

B An-Nasa't 3:44.

I Ahmad 4:29.
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Muslim) did not report it.

Another Hadith

Muslim, Abu Dawud, At-Tirmidhi and An-Nasa’l recorded that
Abu Hurayrah, may Allah be pleased with him, said: “The
Messenger of Allah # said:

¢Whoever sends one Salah upon me, Allah will send ten upon
him .»
At-Tirmidhi said: “This is a Sahih Hasan Hadith. On the same
topic, narrations come from ‘Abdur-Rahman bin ‘Awf, ‘Amir

bin Rabi‘ah, ‘Ammaér, Abu Talhah, Anas and Ubayy bin
Kab."l!

Another Hadith
Imam Ahmad recorded from Abu Hurayrah that the Prophet i
said:
Ei el 5 355 @ g g ey G865 G e 1l
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Send Saldah upon me, for this is Zakih for you, and ask Allah
to grant me Al-Wasilah, for it is a position in the highest part

of Paradise which only one man will attuin, and I hope that |
will be the one.»

This was recorded only by Ahmad.!?!

Another Hadith

Imam Ahmad recorded that Al-Husayn bin ‘Ali said that the
Messenger of Allah # said:
15le Jag o 1 Site Lis 3 Qs
tThe miser is the one in whose presence I am mentioned, then
he does not send Salah upon me.»
Abu Safid said:

! Muslim 1:306, Abu Dawud 2:184, Tuhfat Al-Ahwadhi 2:608, An-
Nasai 3:50.

12l Ahmad 2:365. See also Muslim no. 384.
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u:’[}, J_’d,: ",_f.p
v...and he does not send Salah upon me .o\

This was also recorded by At-Tirmidhi, who then said: “This
Hadith is Hasan Gharib, Sahih."?

Another Hadith

At-Tirmidhi recorded that Abu Hurayrah said: “The Messenger
of Allah & said:

e 35 gt il any (gl Juad (8GR Sigb g5 Sl g
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tMay he be humiliated, the man in whose presence 1 am
mentioned and he does not send Salih upon me; may he be
humiliated, the man who sees the month of Ramadan come and
8o, and he is not forgiven; may he be humiliated, the man
whose parents live to old age and they do not cause him to be
granted admittance to Paradise.»”

Then he (At-Tirmidhi) said: “Hasan Gharib."®!

Occasions for saying Salah upon Him i

It is reported that we should send blessings upon him on
many occasions, such as following the call to prayer, as in the
Hadith recorded by Imam Ahmad from ‘Abdulldh bin ‘Amr bin
Al-‘As, who said that he heard the Messenger of Alldh i say:

el gl 1 b g Ol 50 A O 800 2505 st 2
tWhen you hear the Mu'adhdhin, repeat what he says, then
send Salah upon me, for whoever sends Salah upon me, Allah

will send Salah upon him tenfold. Then ask Allah to grant me
Al-Wasilah, which is a status in Paradise to which only one of

') Ahmad 1:201.
2} Tuhfat Al-Ahwadhi 9:531.
B] Tuhfat Al-Ahwadhi 9:530.
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the servants of Allah will be entitled, and I hope that 1 will be
the one. Whoever asks Allah for Al-Wasilah for me, it will be
permitted for me to intercede for him o\l

This was recorded by Muslim, Abu Dawud, At-Tirmidhi and
An-Nasa'i.l?!

Other occasions when we should send Saldh upon the
Prophet #i include when entering or exiting the Masijid,
because of the Hadith recorded by Imam Ahmad from
Fatimah, the daughter of the Messenger of Allah % who said:
“When the Messenger of Allah # entered the Masjid, he would
send Saldh and Salam upon Muhammad, and say,

» . )
1y DGl J a8 g J S e

WO Allah, forgive me my sins and open for me the gates of
Your mercy»

When he exited, he would send Salah and Salam upon
Muhammad, and say,

0l Sl 581 g g i el

WO Allah, forgive me my sins and open for me the gates of
Your bounty »™3!

We should also send Saldh upon him during the Funeral
prayer. The Sunnah is to recite Sirat Al-Fatihah following the
first Takbir, to send Saldh upon the Prophet # during the
second Takbir, to make supplication for the deceased during
the third Takbir, and in the fourth Takbir to say, “O Allah, do
not deprive us of his reward, and do not test us after him.”
Ash-Shafii, may Allah have mercy on him, recorded that
Abu Umamah bin Sahl bin Hunayf was told by one of the
Companions of the Prophet # that the Sunnah in the funeral
prayer is for the Imam to pronounce the Takbir, then to recite
Surat Al-Fatihah silently after the first Takbir, then to send
Salah upon the Prophet # then to offer sincere supplication
for the deceased, but not to recite any Qur’an in any of the

i Ahmad 2:168.

12l Muslim 1:288, Abu Dawud 1:359, Tuhfat Al-Ahwadhi 1:83, An-
NasaT 2:25.

1Bl Ahmad 6:282.
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Takbirs, then to conclude by saying Salam silently.!') An-
Nasa’l also recorded this from Abu Umaéamah, who said, “This
is from the Sunnah,” and he mentioned it./?! According to the
correct view, such a statement reported from a Companion
carries the ruling of Marfii®3

It is recommended to conclude supplications with Salah
upon the Prophet #. At-Tirmidhi recorded that Umar bin Al-
Khattab said: “A supplication remains suspended between
heaven and earth and does not ascend any further until you
send Salah upon your Prophet.”*!

This was also narrated by Mu‘adh bin Al-Harith from Abu
Qurrah from Sa‘id bin Al-Musayyib from Umar, as a saying of
the Prophet £:.1° It was also recorded by Razin bin Mu‘awiyah
in his book, where he also attributed it to the Prophet %
reporting that he said:

Gl o gle e B ks ¥ eV e g 5k e
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A supplication remains suspended between heaven and earth
and does not ascend any further until a person sends Salah on
me. Do not treat me like a spare water container, send Salah
upon me at the beginning of your supplication, at the end and
in the middle '

Sending Saldh upon the Prophet # is even more strongly
encouraged in the Quniit supplication. Ahmad, the Sunan
compilers, Ibn Khuzaymah, Ibn Hibban and Al-Hakim recorded
that Al-Hasan bin ‘Ali, may Allah be pleased with him, said:
“The Messenger of Allah # taught me some words to say
during Al-Witr:

PR ETRE R =G TS R P RCH T SRR H A1

" Musnad Ash-Shafiip. 210.
12| An-Nasa’i 4 :75.

31 Here the meaning is that the statement; “this is the Sunnah”
coming from a Companion means that it carries the ruling of having
come from the Prophet #z himself.

) Tuhfat Al-Ahwadhi 2:610.
IS1' Takhrijf Al Kashshaf by Ibn Hajar p. 137.
€l Jami* Al-Usul 4 :155.
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‘O Allah, guide me along with those whom You have guided,
grant me health along with those to whom You have granted
health, be an ally to me along with those to whom You are an
ally, and bless me for that which You have bestowed. Protect
me from the evil You have decreed, for verily You decree and
none can decree over You. Verily, he whom You show
allegiance to is never abased and he whom You take as an
enemy is never honored and mighty, O our Lord, blessed and
Exalted are You.'»”

In his Sunan, An-Nasa has the addition,
wiss e oy
«‘and may Allah bless Muhammad."» at the end of this Qunut.!"!
It is also recommended to say plenty of Saldh upon him on
Friday and on the eve of Friday.”’) Imam Ahmad recorded that

Aws bin Aws Ath-Thaqafi, may Allah be pleased with him,
said: “The Messenger of Alldh & said:

PEARES-PE PR PR EPEIE S R A W S
tOne of the best of your days is Friday; on this day Adam was
created and died, on this day the Trumpet (Siir) will be blown

and all will have swoon away. So on this day send plenty of
Salah upon me, for your Saldh will be presented to me.»

They said, ‘O Messenger of Allah, how will they be shown

to you after your body has dispersed into the earth?’ He
said,

SR B o S P R TR
“Allah has forbidden the earth to consume the bodies of the

M Ahmad 1:199, Abu Dawud 2:133, Tuhfat Al-Ahwadhi 2:562, An-
Nasa'l 3:248, Ibn Majah 1:372, Ibn Khuzaymah 2:151, Ibn
Hibban 2:148, Al-Hakim 3:172.

(2) Thursday night.
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Prophets v
This was also recorded by Abu Dawud, An-Nasa’i and Ibn
Majah, and it was graded Sahih by Ibn Khuzaymah, Ibn
Hibban, Ad-Daraqutni and An-Nawawi in Al-Adhkar.?!
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(57 . Verily, those who annoy Allah and His Messenger, Allih

has cursed them in this world and in the Hereafter, and has
prepared for them a humiliating torment.$

¢58. And those who annoy believing men and women
undeservedly, they bear the crime of slander and plain sin.p

Whoever annoys Allih and His Messenger i, is cursed in
this World and the Hereafter

Here, Allah warns and threatens those who annoy Him by
going against His commands and doing that which He has
forbidden, and who persist in doing so, and those who annoy
His Messenger # by accusing him of having faults or
shortcomings — Allah forbid. Tkrimah said that the Ayah:

/
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¢Verily, those who annoy Allah and His Messenger,®
was revealed concerning those who make pictures or
images.?
In The Two Sahihs, it is reported that Abu Hurayrah said:
“The Messenger of Allah # said:

3 A8 SO sak ol sain G s 2 sk i 3es B W O
“Allah says: “The son of Adam annoys Me by inveighing

against time, but I am time, for I cause the alternation of night
and day.'»1%

The meaning of this Hadith is that in the Jahiliyyah they used

m Ahmad 4:8.

(2} Abu Dawud 1:635, An-Nasa’t 3:91, Ibn Majah 1:524, Ibn
Khuzaymah 3:118, Ibn Hibban 2:132, An-Nawawi 97.

131 At-Tabari 20:322.

¥l Fath Al-Bari 8:437, Muslim 4:1762.
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to say, “How bad time is, it has done such and such to us!”
They used to attribute the deeds of Allah to time, and inveigh
against it, but the One Who did that was Allah, may He be
exalted. So, He forbade them from this. Al-‘Awfi reported that
Ibn ‘Abbas said that the Ayah,

(ﬁ)f‘j.; al :-'J:; :u]l ul)
¢Verily, those who annoy Allah and His Messenger,$

was revealed about those who slandered the Prophet i over
his marriage to Safiyyah bint Huyay bin Akhtab.!'!

The Ayah appears to be general in meaning and to apply to all
those who annoy him in any way, because whoever annoys
him annoys Allah, just as whoever obeys him obeys Alldh.

The Threat to Those Who fabricate Slander
€821 U o232 Gl < Y

¢And those who annoy believing men and women
undeservedly,

means, they attribute to them things of which they are
innocent, which they do not know and do not do.
UL ) &g I Gy
4they bear the crime of slander and plain sin.p

This is the most serious slander, to tell or transmit things
about the believing men and women that they have not done,
in order to bring shame upon them and accuse them of
shortcomings. Among those to whom the description most
applies are those who disbelieve in Allah and His Messengers,
followed by the Rafidites who accuse the Companions of
shortcomings and faults of which Allah has stated that they
are innocent, and describe them as the opposite of what Allah
has said about them. Allah, may He be exalted, has told us
that He is pleased with the Migrants and Ansar, and has
praised them, but these foolish and ignorant people inveigh
against them and accuse them of shortcomings, and say

[} At-Tabari 20:323. See the section on reports at the beginning of
this book.
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things about them that they did not do and could never have
done. In reality, their hearts are misguided, for they condemn
those who deserve praise and praise those who deserve

condemnation.

Abu Dawud recorded that Abu Hurayrah said that it was
said: “O Messenger of Allah, what is backbiting (Ghibah)?” He

said,
sk &, B 2%
ut is when you mention something about your brother that he
dislikes .»
It was asked, “But what if what I say about my brother is
true?” He said,
3B 0uE G p& o b 0B 0 G 58 i

uf it is true, then you have committed backbiting (Ghibah)
about him, and if it is not true, then you have slandered
him 1!

This was also recorded by At-Tirmidhi, who said, “Hasan
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That will be better that they should be known so as not to be
annoyed. And Allah is Ever Oft-Forgiving, Most Merciful .3

€60. If the hypocrites and those in whose hearts is a disease,
and those who spread false news among the people in Al-
Madinah stop not, We shall certainly let you overpower them,
then they will not be able to stay in it as your neighbors but a

(1) Abu Dawud 5:192.
2] Muslim no. 2589, Tuhfat Al-Ahwadhi 6 :63.
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little while.$

461. Accursed, they shall be seized wherever found, and killed
with a (terrible) slaughter .»

¢62. That was the way of Allih in the case of those who passed
away of old, and you will not find any change in the way of
Allah.»

The Command of Hijab

Here Alldh tells His Messenger # to command the believing
women - especially his wives and daughters, because of their
position of honor - to draw their Jilbabs over their bodies, so
that they will be distinct in their appearance from the women
of the Jahiliyyah and from slave women. The Jilbab is a Rida’,
worn over the Khimdr. This was the view of Ibn Mas‘d,
‘Ubaydah, Qatadah, Al-Hasan Al-Basri, Sa‘ld bin Jubayr,
Ibrahim An-Nakha‘i, ‘Ata’ Al-Khurasani and others. It is like
the Izdar used today. Al-Jawhari said: “The Jilbab is the outer
wrapper.” '

‘Ali bin Abi Talhah reported that Ibn ‘Abbas said that Allih
commanded the believing women, when they went out of their
houses for some need, to cover their faces from above their
heads with the Jilbab, leaving only one eye showing.!!]
Muhammad bin Sirin said, “l asked ‘Ubaydah As-Salmani
about the Ayah:

424

¢to draw their Jalabib over their bodies.d He covered his face and
head, with just his left eye showing.”?

&
Feres K7 o

¢That will be better that they should be known so as not to be
annoyed .

means, if they do that, it will be known that they are free, and
that they are not servants or whores.

€Ut BAS A 6

il At-Tabari 20:324.
12} At-Tabari 20:325.
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¢And Allah is Ever Oft-Forgiving, Most Merciful .y

means, with regard to what happened previously during the
days of Jahiliyyah, when they did not have any knowledge
about this.

A Stern Warning to the Evil Hypocrites

Then Allah issues a warning to the hypocrites, those who
make an outward display of faith while concealing their
disbelief,

€37 il o <GP

¢those in whose hearts is a disease,d Tkrimah and others said that
this refers to adulterers in this instance.!!

0 g b
¢and those who spread false news among the people in Al-
Madinahy

means, those who say that the enemy has come and war has
started, which is a lie and a fabrication. Unless they give up
these actions and return to the truth,

€¢We shall certainly let you overpower them,$
‘Ali bin Abi Talhah reported that Ibn ‘Abbas said, “We will give
you power over them.”? Qatadah said: “We will incite you

against them.”3 As-Suddi said: “We will inform you about
them.”

€ & ¥ 2

¢then they will not be able to stay in ity means, in Al-Madinah,
€nil B8 iy
¢but a little while. Accursed...p

‘this describes their state while they are in Al-Madinah for this
short time before they are expelled and sent far away.’

1) A¢-Tabari 20:326.
12) At-Tabari 20:328.
131 At-Tabari 20:328.
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dthey shall be seized
wherever found,»
means, ‘they will be
attacked, because
they are so weak and
so few,’

5

dand killed with a
(terrible) slaughter .y
Then Allah says:
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¢J3
¢That was the way of
Allah in the case of those
who passed away of
old,»
meaning, this is how
Allah dealt with the
hypocrites when they
persisted in hypocrisy
and disbelief and did

not give it up; He incited the believers against them and

caused them to prevail over them.

 SHP R
¢and you will not find any change in the way of Allah.3
means, the way in which Allah deals with this does not alter

or change.
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€63. People ask you concerning the Hour, say: *The knowledge
of it is with Allah only. What do you know? It may be that the
Hour is near!"'y

€64. Verily, Allah has cursed the disbelievers, and has prepared
for them a flaming Fire.p

€65. Wherein they will abide forever, and they will find neither
a a protector nor a helper.p

€66. On the Day when their faces will be turned over in the
Fire, they will say: "“Oh, would that we had obeyed Allah and
obeyed the Messenger."$

€67. And they will say: “Our Lord! Verily, we obeyed our
chiefs and our great ones, and they misled us from the way.”'»

468. “Our Lord! Give them double torment and curse them
with a mighty curse!’y

No One knows when the Day of Resurrection will come
except Allah

Here Allah tells His Messenger @ that he cannot know when
the Hour will come, and if people ask him about that, He
instructs him to refer the matter to Allah, may He be exalted,
as Allah says in Surat Al-A‘raf, even though that was revealed
in Makkah and this Sitrah was revealed in Al-Madinah. Alldh
continues to tell him to refer this matter to the One Who
knows about it, but He tells him that it is at hand, as He
says:

€03 5 0 5 83 G

¢What do you know? It may be that the Hour is near!y

This is like the Ayat

GG S50 el X

&The Hour has drawn near, and the moon has been cleft
asunder.p [54:1]

eAs o3
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¢Draws near for mankind their reckoning, while they tumn
away in heedlessness.p {21:1)
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¢The Event (the Hour) ordained by Allah will come to pass, so
seek not to hasten ity [16:1].

The Curse on the Disbelievers and its Eternity and their
Regret

Then Allah says:
€K S5 By

¢Verily, Allah has cursed the disbelievers,» means, He has
distanced them from His mercy.

dand has prepared for them a flaming Fire (Hell).» means, in the
Herealfter.

AL
¢Wherein they will abide forever,p means, they will stay there
forever and ever, never leaving or finding relief from it.
€65 %5 & Gl VD
dand they will find neither a a protector nor a helper.»

means, they will have no saviour to help them or rescue them
from their predicament. Then Allih says:

Py
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4On the Day when their faces will be turned over in the Fire,
they will say: “Oh, would that we had obeyed Allah and
obeyed the Messenger."y
means, they will be dragged into the Fire on their faces and
their faces will be contorted in Hell, and in that state they will
wish that they had been among those who had obeyed Allah

and His Messenger # in this world. Allah describes how they
will be in the Hereafter:
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¢And the Day when the wrongdoer will bite at his hands, he
will say: “Oh! Would that I had taken a path with the
Messenger. Ah! Woe to me! Would that I had never taken so-
and-so as an intimate friend! He indeed led me astray from the
Reminder after it had come to me. And Shaytan is to man ever
a deserter in the hour of need.”$ (25:27-29)

€D BF § e W 5
¢How much would those who disbelieved wish that they had
been Muslims.p (15:2)
And here too, Allah tells us that when they are in this state,
they will wish that they had obeyed Allah and His Messenger
# in this world:

¢@IL QLY T8 e i Y @ U
¢And they will say: “Our Lord! Verily, we obeyed our chiefs
and our great ones, and they misled us from the way."»

Tawiis said: “ ‘Our chiefs’ means their nobles and ‘our great
ones’ means their scholars.”

T ity g T
¢Our Lord! Give them double tormentd means, ‘for their disbelief
and because they mislead us.’

Abu Al-Qasim At-Tabarani recorded from Abu Rafi‘ that
among the names of those who fought with ‘Ali, may Allah be
pleased with him, was Al-Hajjaj bin ‘Amr bin Ghaziyah, and he
was the one who, when they met, said; “O people of the Angar!
Do you want to say when we meet our Lord:

5T D ilie et T @Y GLE 68 cio < g wy
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4Our Lord! Verily, we obeyed our chiefs and our great ones,
and they misled us from the way. Our Lord! Give them double
torment and curse them with a mighty curse!y”

s s S22 . < $2se s ters TR0 83a s tpe, . G2 P

& e 36 UG & 40 E8 o b e Bk ¥ e o Gy
€0y

469. O you who believe! Be not like those who annoyed Miisa,
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but Allah cleared him of that which they alleged, and he was
honorable before Allah.3

The Fabrications of the Jews against Musa

Al-Bukhari recorded in the Book of Hadiths about the

Prophets, that Abu Hurayrah said that the Messenger of Allah

#% said:
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1Miisd, peace be upon him, was a shy and modest man who
would never show anything of his skin because of his shyness.
Some of the Children of Israel annoyed him by saying: ‘“He
only keeps himself covered because of some defect in his skin,
either leprosy or scrotal hernia or some other defect.” Alldh,
may He be glorified, wanted to clear Miisa, peace be upon him,
of what they were saying. One day Miisa was alone, so he took
off his garment and put it on a rock, then he took a bath. When
he had finished, he turned back to pick up his garment, but the
rock moved away, taking his garment with it. Miisa picked up
his stick and chased the rock, saying, “My garment, O rock!
My garment, O rock!"” Until he reached a group of the
Children of Israel, who saw him naked and found that he was
the best of those whom Allah had created. Thus he was cleared
of what they had said about him. Then the rock stood still, so
he took his garment and put it on. He started hitting the rock
with his stick, and by Allah, the marks of that beating were left
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on the rock, three or four or five. This is what is referred to in
the Ayah: €O you who believe! Be not like those who annoyed
Miisa, but Allah cleared him of that which they alleged, and he
was honorable before Aliah.pv")

This Hadith is one of those which were recorded by Al-Bukhari
but not Muslim.

Imam Ahmad recorded that ‘Abdullih (bin Mastd) said:
“One day, the Messenger of Allah i distributed some booty
and a man among the Ansar said, ‘This division was not done
for the sake of Allah.’ I said, ‘O enemy of Allah! I am going to
tell the Messenger of Allah i# what you have said.’ So, I told
the Prophet # about it. His face reddened and he said,

G 18 3 B ) 3 2 e Kt
tMay Allah have mercy on Miisi. He was annoyed with worse
than this, yet he remained patient.»”

This was recorded in the Two Sahihs.|?
s & S 56
dand he was honorable before Alldh.» means, he had a position of
status and honor before his Lord, may He be exalted and
glorified. Al-Hasan Al-Basri said: “His supplications would be
answered by Allah.”®! Some of them said that part of his great
standing before Allah was that he interceded for his brother
Haran, asking Allah to send him with him as a Messenger, and
Allah granted his request and said:
G S 0 A
¢And We granted him his brother Hariin, (also) a Prophet, out
of Our mercy.$ (19:53)
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4€70. O you who believe! Have Taqwi of Allah and speak
(always) the truth.p

) Fath Al-Bari 6:502.
[2) Ahmad 1:380, Al-Bukhari no. 3405, Muslim no. 1062.
131 Al-Baghawi 3 :545
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¢71. He will direct you to do righteous good deeds and will
forgive you your sins. And whosoever obeys Allah and His
Messenger, he has indeed achieved a great victory.»

The Command to the Believers to have Taqwd and
speak the Truth

Here Alldh commands His servants to have Taqwa of Him,
worshipping Him as if they can see Him, and to

45 Vi)

4speak  (always) the truth.p meaning, to speak in a
straightforward manner, with no crookedness or distortion. He
promises them that if they do that, He will reward them by
making their deeds righteous, i.e., enabling them to do right-
eous deeds, and He will forgive them their past sins. With
regard to whatever sins they may commit in the future, He will
inspire them to repent from them. Then He says:

€0 5 56 s
¢And whosoever obeys Allah and His Messenger, he has indeed
achieved a great victory.p

meaning, he will be saved from the fire of Hell and will enjoy

everlasting delights (in Paradise).
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€72. Truly, We did offer the Amanah™ to the heavens and the
earth, and the mountains, but they declined to bear it and were

afraid of it. But man bore it. Verily, he was unjust and
ignorant.»

473. So that Allah will punish the hypocrites, men and women,
and the men and women who are idolators. And Alldh will
pardon the believers, men and women. And Allah is Ever Oft-
Forgiving, Most Merciful .3

'l Amanah means trust. Here we see that there are reports that give

particular explanations for it in this context.
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How Man bore the Amdnah

Al-‘Awfi reported that Ibn ‘Abbas said, “Al-Amanah means
obedience. This was offered to them before it was offered to
Adam, and they could not bear it. Then Allah said to Adam: 1
have offered the Amdnah to the heavens and the earth and the
mountains, and they could not bear it. Will you take it on?’ He
said, ‘O Lord, what does it involve?’ He said, ‘If you do good,
you will be rewarded, and if you do evil, you will be punished.’
So Adam took the Amdnah and bore it, and this is what is
referred to in the Ayah:

e - 2 S slrrs
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¢But man bore it. Verily, he was unjust and ignorant $"!)

‘Ali bin Abi Talhah reported that Ibn ‘Abbas said, “Al-Amanah
means Al-Fard’id (the obligatory duties). Alldh offered them to
the heavens and the earth and the mountains, (on the grounds
that) if they fulfilled them, He would reward them; and if they
failed, He would punish them. But they did not want to do that,
and they were afraid of it, not because their intention was sinful,
but because of their respect for the religion of Allah, in case they
could not fulfill the obligations involved. Then Allah offered it to
Adam, and he accepted it with all that it entailed. This is what is
referred to in the Ayah:

VOVEVE T P IR
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4But man bore it. Verily, he was unjust and ignorant.y

meaning, he underestimated the command of Allah. "2l

This was also the view of Mujahid, Said bin Jubayr, Ad-
Dahhak, Al-Hasan Al-Basri and others that Al-Amdnah means
Al-Fara’id®! Others said that it meant obedience. Al-A‘mash
narrated from Abu Ad-Duha from Masruq that Ubayy bin Kab
said: “Part of Al-Amdnah means that woman was entrusted
with her own chastity.”®! Qatadah said: “Al-Amdnah means
religion, obligatory duties and prescribed punishments.”®l

(1 At-Tabari 20:338.
12} A¢-Tabari 20:337.
3] Ay-Tabari 20:337.
141 At-Tabari 20:338.
181 At-Tabari 20:339.
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Malik narrated that Zayd bin Aslam said: “Al-Amdnah means
three things: prayer, fasting and performing Ghusl to cleanse
oneself from sexual impurity.”

There is no contradiction between all of these views; they are

all in agreement and all refer to responsibility and the
acceptance of commands and prohibitions with their attendant
conditions, which is that the one who fulfills this
responsibility, will be rewarded; while the one who neglects it,
will be punished. Man accepted this despite the fact that he is
weak, ignorant and unjust - except for those whom Alldh
helps, and Allah is the One Whose help we seek.
One of the reports which deal with Al-Amanah is the Hadith
recorded by Imam Ahmad from Hudhayfah, may Allah be
pleased with him, who said: “The Messenger of Alldh i told us
two Hadiths, one of which I have seen and the other I am still
waiting to see. He told us that Al-Amanah is deeply rooted in
the heart of man, then the Qur'an was revealed and they
know it from the Qur'an and from the Sunnah. Then he told
us that Al-Amanah will be taken away. He said,
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‘A man may sleep and Al-Amanah will be taken from his

" heart, leaving nothing but a trace like a blister left by a coal if

you were to roll it over your leg - you will see it protruding
but there is nothing inside. »

Then he took a pebble and rolled it over his leg, then he said:
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«Then the people will start buying and selling, and hardly
anyone will be paying attention to Al-Amanah, until it will be
said that among the tribe of so-and-so there is a trustworthy
man, and it will said of a man, 'how strong he is, how nice
and how wise,’ and there is not even a mustard seed of faith in
his heart.»

No doubt, there came upon me a time when I did not mind
dealing (bargaining) with anyone of you, for if he was a
Muslim, his 1slam would compel him to pay me what is due to
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me, and if he was a Christian, or Jew, the Muslim official
would compel him to pay me what is due to me, but today, I
do not deal except with such and such person among you."!!
It was also recorded in the Two Sahihs from the Hadith of Al-
A‘mash.?

Imdm Ahmad recorded that ‘Abdullih bin ‘Amr, may Allah
be pleased with him, said that the Messenger of Allah i said:
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vThere are four things, if you attain them, then whatever you
miss in this world will not matter: preserving trust, speaking
the truth, being of good character and moderation in eating "

The Result of taking on the Amanah
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4So that Allah will punish the hypocrites, men and women,
and the men and women who are idolators.}

means, because the sons of Adam have undertaken to fulfill
the Amdnah, which means duties, Allah will punish the men
and women among them who are hypocrites, who are those
who make an outward display of faith because they fear the
believers, but in their hearts they conceal disbelief and in fact
are followers of the disbelievers.

€82, he i)
¢and the men and women who are idolators.»

these are the ones who both outwardly and inwardly associate
others in worship with Allah and go against His Messengers.

RSN R
4And Allah will pardon the believers, men and women.p

means, He will show mercy to the believers among mankind,
who believe in Allah and in His angels, Books and Messengers,

1 Ahmad 5:383.
12l Fath Al-Bari 11:341, Muslim 1:126.
31 Ahmad 2:177.
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and who obey Him.

L SR
¢And Allah is Ever Oft-Forgiving, Most Mercifil .p

This is end of the Tafsir of Stirat Al-Ahzab. Allah’s is the praise
and thanks.



