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The Tafsir of Siirat Al-Furqgan
(Chapter - 25)

Which was revealed in Makkah
N
In the Name of Allah, the Most Gracious, the Most Merciful.
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&1. Blessed be He Who sent down (Nazzala) the criterion to His
servant that he may be a warner to all nations.$

¢2. He to Whom belongs the dominion of the heavens and the
earth, and Who has begotten no son and for Whom there is no
partner in the dominion. He has created everything, and has
measured it exactly according to its due measurements.p

Blessed be Allah
Here Allah praises Himself for the Noble Qur’ép He has
revealed to His noble Messenger i%. This is like the Ayat:

o Wt € 3328 5 1 H 02 5 AT L0 8 Bl 4 1y

s

Bp e 7 s ety pest

L S W (I ARGyt

4All the praises and thanks be to Alldh, Who has sent down to
His servant the Book, and has not placed therein any
crookedness. (He has made it) straight to give warning of a
severe punishment from Him, and to give glad tidings to the
believers, who do righteous deeds...» [18:1-2]

Here Allah says: e
3y

4Blessed be He.» The verbal form used here implies an ongoing,
permanent, eternal blessing.
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¢Who sent down the criterion The verb Nazzala is a form which
implies something done a great deal and often. This is like the
Aydh:
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¢And the Book which He (Nazzala) sent down to His

Messenger, and the Scripture which He (Anzala) sent down to
those before (him)p (4:136).

Each of the previous Books was sent down at one time, but
the Qur'an was revealed gradually, in stages, Ayat after Ayat,
rulings after rulings, Surahs after Sirahs. This is more
eloquent and indicative of greater care for the one to whom it
is revealed, as Allah says later in this Sturah:
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¢And those who disbelieve say: "“Why is not the Qur'an
revealed to him all at once?” Thus, that We may strengthen
your heart thereby. And We have revealed it to you gradually,
in stages. And no example or similitude do they bring, but We
reveal to you the truth, and the better explanation thereof.)
(25:32-33)
This Sirah was named Al-Furgdn, because it is the criterion
that decides between truth and falsehood, guidance and
misguidance, right and wrong, lawful and unlawful.
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¢to His servant) This description is one of praise and
commendation, because here Allah is connecting him to Him-
self, describing him as His servant. Alldh also described him in
this manner when referring to the noblest of events, the Night
of the Isrd’, as He said:
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<Glorified be He Who took His servant for a journey by nighty
(17:1).

Allah also described him in this way when He described how
he stood and called to Him:
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¢And when the servant of Allah stood up invoking Him in
prayer they (the Jinn) just made round him a dense crowd as if
sticking one over the other (in order to listen to the Prophet's
recitation).p (72:19)

This description is also used here when Allah describes how

the Book is revealed to him and how the angel comes down to
him:

¢Blessed be He Who sent down the criterion to His servant that
he may be a warner to all nations.y
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¢that he may be a warner to all nations.» means, he alone has
been blessed with this great, detailed, clear Book which,
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&Falsehood cannot come to it from before it or behind it, (it is)

sent down by the All-Wise, Worthy of all praise (Allah).»
(41:42)

The One Who made it the mighty criterion, singled him out to
convey it to those who seek the shade of trees and to those
who live on the land (i.e., to all of mankind, nomad and
settled alike), as the Prophet 3£ said:
133280 N ) S
«I have been sent to the red and the black .»!"}
And he said:
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«] have been given five things which no Prophet before me was
given.»
Among them he mentioned:
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1[Before me] a Prophet was sent only to his own people, but I
have been sent to all of mankind 212!

i Ahmad 5:145.
12 path Al-Bari 1:634.
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s\, And Allah says:
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€Say: "O mankind!
Verily, I am sent to you
all as the Messenger of
Allah..."$ (7:158),
meaning, the One
Who has sent me is
the Sovereign of the
heaven and the earth,
who merely says to a
thing “Be!” and it is.
He is the one who
gives life and causes
death. Allah says
here:
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dominion of the heavens and the earth, and Who has begotten
no son and for Whom there is no partner in the dominion.»

Allah states that He is above having any offspring or partner.

Then He tells us:
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¢He has created everything, and has measured it exactly

according to its due measurements.p

meaning, everything apart from Him is created and subject to
Him. He is the Creator, Lord, Master and God of all things,
and everything is subject to His dominion, control and power.
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43. Yet they have taken besides Him other gods who created
nothing but are themselves created, and possess neither harm
nor benefit for themselves, and possess no power (of causing)
death, nor (of giving) life, nor of raising the dead .y

The Foolishness of the Idolators

Allah tells us of the ignorance of the idolators in taking other
gods instead of Allah, the Creator of all things, the One Who
controls the affairs of all things; whatever He wills happens
and whatever He does not will does not happen. In spite of
that, they still worshipped others besides Him, idols who could
not even create the wing of a gnat, but were themselves
created. They could neither do harm nor bring benefit to
themselves, so how could they do anything for their
worshippers?

G 5L 56K 0
4and possess no power (of causing) death, nor (of giving) life,
nor of raising the dead .»

means, they could not do any of that at all; that power
belongs only to Alldh, Who is the One Who gives life and
death, and is the One Who will bring all people, the first and
the last, back to life on the Day of Resurrection.
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¢The creation of you all and the resurrection of you all are only
as (the creation and resurrection of) a single persony (31:28).

This is like the Ayat;
¢ Lt X S NI
¢And Our commandment is but one as the twinkling of an
eye.$ (54:50)
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&But it will be only a single Zajrah.!! When behold, they find

themselves on the surface of the earth alive after their death.y
(79:13-14)

[ See the Tafsr of Sirat As-Saffat [37:19).
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&It will be a single Zajrah, and behold, they will be staring!y
(87:19)
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&It will be but a single Sayhah, so behold they will all be

brought up before Us!3 (36:53).
He is Allah besides Whom there is no other God and besides
Whom there is no other Lord. No one should be worshipped
except Him because whatever He wills happens and whatever
he does not will does not happen. He has no offspring nor
progenitor, nor equal nor likeness nor rival nor peer. He is the
One, the Self-Sufficient Master, Whom all creatures need, He
begets not, nor was He begotten, and there is none co-equal or
comparable unto Him.
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€4. Those who disbelieve say : "' This is nothing but a lie that he
has invented, and others have helped him in it.” In fact, they
have produced an unjust wrong and a lie.»

¢5. And they say: "Tales of the ancients which he has written
down, and they are dictated to him morning and afternoon."y

€6. Say: "It has been sent down by Him Who knows the secret
of the heavens and the earth. Truly, He is Oft-Forgiving, Most
Merciful "'

What the Disbelievers said about the Qur’an

Allah tells us about the foolishness of the disbelievers’
ignorant minds, when they said about the Qur’an:
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€This is nothing but a liep, meaning an untruth.
€Ly

{that he has invented,» meaning the Prophet .
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4and others have helped him in it. means, he asked other people
to help him compile it. So Allah said:
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4In fact, they have produced an unjust wrong and a lie.»

meaning, they are the ones who are telling a lie, and they
know that it is false, for their own souls know that what they
are claiming is not true.
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¢And they say: "Tales of the ancients which he has written
down..."d

meaning, the ancients wrote them down, and he has copied it.
4aL 35 5P

4and they are dictated to himp means, they are read or recited to

him. ) ,
¢morning and afternoon.$ at the beginning and end of the day.

Because this idea is so foolish and is so patently false,
everyone knows that it is not true. It is known through
Mutawatir reports and is a common fact that Muhammad the
Messenger of Allah # never learned to read or write, either at
the beginning or the end of his life. He grew up among them
for approximately forty years, from the time he was born until
the time when his mission began. They knew all about him,
and about his honest and sound character and how he would
never lie or do anything immoral or bad. They even used to
call him Al-Amin (the Trustworthy One) from a young age,
until his mission began, because they saw how truthful and
honest he was. When Alldh honored him with that which He
honored him, they declared their enmity towards him and
came up with all these accusations which any reasonable
person would know he was innocent of. They were not sure
what to accuse him of. Sometimes they said that he was a
sorcerer, at other times they would say he was a poet, or
crazy, or a liar. So Allah said:
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¢See what examples they have put forward for you. So they
have gone astray, and never can they find a way.p (17:48)

In response to their stubbornness, Allah says here:
S K PPN PR I %o 302% os
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€Say : "It has been sent down by Him Who knows the secret of
the heavens and the earth’' .

meaning, He has revealed the Qur’an which includes true
information about the earlier and later generations,
information which concurs with the realities of the past and
future.

€4 ol ity

€¢Who knows the secrety means, Allah is the One Who knows the
unseen in the heavens and on the earth; He knows their secrets
just as He knows what is visible therein.
465 ik e 1P
¢Truly, He is Oft-Forgiving, Most Merciful .3

This is an invitation to them to repent and turn back to
Allah, telling them that His mercy is vast and His patience is
immense. Whoever repents to Him, He accepts his repentance.
Despite all their lies, immorality, falsehood, disbelief and
stubbornness, and saying what they said about the Messenger
# and the Qur’an, He still invites them to repent and give up
their sin, and to come to Islam and true guidance. This is like
the Ayat:
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&Surely, disbelievers are those who said: “Allah is the third of
the three."” But there is no god but One God. And if they cease
not from what they say, verily, a painful torment will befall on
the disbelievers among them. Will they not turn with
repentance to Allah and ask His forgiveness? For Allah is Oft-
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¢Verily, those who put
into trial the believing
men and believing wo-
men, and then do not
turn in repentance, then
they will have the tor-
ment of Hell, and they
will have the punishment
of the burning Fire.
(85:10)

Al-Hasan Al-Basri
said: “Look at this
kindness and
generosity! They killed
His friends and He is
calling them to
repentance and

Jeb g2t as go B

uﬁ_u)‘_)\_‘-:dlk}bﬁb,/.'\.:;\;;/)’:
»ﬂiéﬁéﬁ o Lyl

3 47 e r/
_,a_.b-...-\
‘/.‘t

YlL‘_‘:

l,...,.l\\:;, @LL.»UWMUK.,_,.F..,L\,H“!_\;\M

2 . ¢ 3

( o U8 LA g 48 G 1

Y' “’ .)_r-‘ |y A ‘%

47. And they say: “Why does this Messenger eat food, and
walk about in the markets. Why is not an angel sent down to

him to be a warner with him?"p
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48. “'Or (why) has not a treasure been granted to him, or why
has he not a garden whereof he may eat?"’ And the wrongdoers
say: “You follow none but a man bewitched."p

49. See how they coin similitudes for you, so they have gone
astray, and they cannot find a path.p

€10. Blessed be He Who, if He wills, will assign you better
than (all) that - Gardens under which rivers flow and will
assign you palaces.p

¢11. Nay, they deny the Hour, and for those who deny the
Hour, We have prepared a flaming Fire.p

412. When it sees them from a far place, they will hear its
raging and its roaring.p

¢13. And when they shall be thrown into a narrow place
thereof, chained together, they will exclaim therein for
destruction .y

€14. Exclaim not today for one destruction, but exclaim for
many destructions.p

What the Disbelievers said about the Messenger 3%,
refutation of Their Words, and Their ultimate Destiny

Allah tells us about the disbelievers’ stubborn resistance to
and rejection of the truth, with no proof or evidence for doing
so. Their excuse was, as they said:

€l Jes g2t i god

¢Why does this Messenger eat food,» meaning, ‘as we eat, and why
does he need food as we need it?’

SNt 3 25P
éand walk about in the markets.» means, he walks around and
goes there often seeking to trade and earn a living.

€635 52 <S5 S 4 5 G
¢Why is not an angel sent down to him to be a warner with
him?%
They were saying: why doesn’t an angel come down to him

from Allah, to be a witness that what he is claiming is true?
This is like when Fira‘wn said:
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¢"'Why then are not golden bracelets bestowed on him, or
angels sent along with him?"'$ (43:53).

These people had a similar mentality and said the same kind
of thing. They said:

S G B

¢Or (why) has not a treasure been granted to him?% meaning,
treasure that he could spend on his needs and wants.

s St 1 U 3G
dor why has he not a garden whereof he may eat?®

meaning, a garden that would go with him wherever he went.
All of this is easy for Allah, but He had a reason for not doing
any of these things, and with Him is the perfect proof and
argument.
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¢And the wrongdoers say: "You follow none but a man
bewitched."'» Allah said:
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¢See how they coin similitudes for you, so they have gone
astray,»

meaning, they accused you and belied you when they said that
you were a sorcerer or bewitched or crazy or a liar or a poet, but
all of these are false ideas. Everyone who has the slightest
understanding will recognize that they are lying. Allah says:

€Ly
4so they have gone astrayp from the path of guidance.

€2 S0 NP
¢and they cannot find a path.» Everyone who steps outside of the
way of truth and guidance has gone astray, no matter what
direction he takes, because the truth is one and its methodol-
ogy is unified, parts of it confirming other parts.
Then Allah tells His Prophet #% that if He willed, He could
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bestow on him in this world something far better than what
they were saying. He said:
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¢Blessed be He Who, if He wills, will assign you better than
(all) that...»

Mujahid said, “This means in this world.” And he said: “The
Quraysh used to call every house that was made of stone a
‘palace’, whether it was large or small.”!!

€t B 5y
¢Nay, they deny the Hour, means, they say this in stubborn
disbelief, not because they are seeking insight and guidance,

but because their disbelief in the Day of Resurrection makes
them say what they say.

¢Shy
¢And We have preparedp means, ‘We have made ready,’
€k 50k, S 3
¢for those who deny the Hour, a flaming Fire.»
means, an unbearably hot and painful torment in the fire of

Hell. B
€l 0P
¢When it sees themp means, when Hell sees them,
$rm K5 3P

¢from a far place,y means from the place of gathering {on the
Day of Resurrection),

¢they will hear its raging and its roaring. means, (it will make
those sounds) out of hatred towards them. This is like the
Ayah,
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¢When they are cast therein, they will hear the (terrible)

01 At-Tabari 19:243.



Siarah 25. Al-Furgan (7 - 14) (Part-18) 149

drawing in of its breath as it blazes forth. It almost bursts up
with furyy (67:7-8),

which means that parts of it almost separate from other parts
because of its intense hatred towards those who disbelieved in
Allah.

Imam Abu Jafar bin Jarir narrated that Ibn ‘Abbas said: “A
man will be dragged towards Hell, which will be expanding
and contracting, and Ar-Rahman will say to it: ‘What is the
matter with you?’ It will say: ‘He is seeking refuge from me.’
So Allah will say, Let My servant go.” Another man will be
dragged towards Hell and he will say, ‘O Lord, I never
expected this from You.’” Alldh will say, ‘What did you expect?’
The man will say, 1 expected that Your mercy would be great
enough to include me.’ So Allah will say, Let My servant go.’
Another man will be dragged towards Hell, and Hell will bray
at him like a donkey braying at barley. Then it will give a
moan that will instill fear in everyone.”!!! Its chain of
narrators is Sahih.

L Bor r2
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<they will hear its raging and its roaring.»

‘Abdur-Razzaq recorded that ‘Ubayd bin ‘Umayr said: “Hell will
utter a moan such that there will be no angel who is close to
Allah and no Prophet sent to mankind, but he will fall on his
face, shaking all over. Even Ibrahim, peace be upon him, will
fall to his knees and say: ‘O Lord, I do not ask You for
salvation this Day except for myself.’ "2

L SR A A AR Y
¢And when they shall be thrown into a narrow place thereof,
chained together,$

Qatadah narrated from Abu Ayyub that ‘Abdullah bin ‘Amr
said: “Like the point of a spear, i.e., in its narrowness."”®

(f..ﬂ 1#)

) At-Tabari 9:370.
12) ‘Abdur-Razzaq 3:67.

3l Ad-Durr Al-Manthiar 6:240, Az-Zuhd by Ibn Al-Mubarak in Az-
Zawd'id 86.
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§chained together,p Abu $alih said, “This means, tied frora their
shoulders.”
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¢they will exclaim therein for destruction.) means, they will utter
cries of woe, regret and sorrow.
e san e
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¢Exclaim not today for one destruction...y
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415. Say: “Is that better or the Paradise of Eternity which is
promised to those who have Taqwa?" It will be theirs as a
reward and final destination .»

416. For them there will be therein all that they desire, and
they will abide (therein forever). It is upon your Lord a Wa'dan
Mas'itla.

Is the Fire better, or Paradise?

Here Allah says: ‘O Muhammad, this that We have described
to you about the state of those who are doomed, who will be
dragged on their faces to Hell, which will receive them with a
scowling face, with hatred and moans. There they will be
thrown into their constricted spaces, tied up to their
shoulders, unable to move or call for help, and unable to
escape their plight — is this better, or the eternal Paradise
which Alldh has promised to the pious among His servants,
which He has prepared for them as a reward and ultimate
destiny in return for their obedience to Him in this world?’

-

SRRt
¢For them there will be therein all that they desire,$

of delights such as food, drink, clothing, dwellings, means of
transportation and scenery, and other things that no eye has
seen, no ear has heard, nor the heart of anyone can
comprehend. They will abide therein forever; it will never cease
or come to an end, and they will never leave it. This is what
Allah has promised to those whom He has blessed and to
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whom He has shown His favor. He says:

€ 05 i § <%
&It is a upon your Lord a Wa'dan Mas'iilad meaning, it must
inevitably come to pass. Abu Jafar bin Jarir reported from
some of the scholars of the Arabic language that the words

€0 65
¢Wa'dan Mas'iilay mean: a binding pledge.!"!
In this Sdrah Alldah mentions Hell, then refers to the situation
of the people of Paradise. This is similar to the passage in

Stirat As-Sdffat where Allah mentions the status of the people
of Paradise, with its beauty and joy, then He says:
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¢Is that better entertainment or the tree of Zagqum? Truly, We
have made it a trial for the wrongdoers. Verily, it is a tree that
springs out of the bottom of Hellfire, The shoots of its fruit
stalks are like the heads of Shayatin. Truly, they will eat thereof
and fill their bellies therewith. Then on the top of that they will
be given boiling water to drink so that it becomes a mixture.
Then thereafter, verily, their return is to the flaming fire of
Hell. Verily, they found their fathers on the wrong path. So
they hastened in their footsteps!® (37:62-70)
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¢17. And on the Day when He will gather them together and
that which they worship besides Allah. He will say: ‘“Was it
you who misled these My servants or did they stray from the

(1 At-Tabari 19:247.
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path?"'y

418. They will say: “'Glorified be You! It was not for us to take
any Awliya’ besides You, but You gave them and their fathers
comfort till they forgot the warning, and became a lost
people.”’y

€19. Thus they will deny you in what you say; then you can
neither avert nor find help. And whoever among you does
wrong, We shall make him taste a great torment.p

The gods of the Idolators will disown Them on the Day of
Resurrection

Allah tells us about what will happen on the Day of
Resurrection, when those whom the idolators used to worship
instead of Allah, angels and others, will rebuke them. Allah
says:
Gl o o DAL G (BES 155D
¢And on the Day when He will gather them together and that
which they worship besides Allah.»

Mujahid said, “This means ‘1sa, ‘Uzayr and the angels.”!!
¢Nm i AL AN fl

¢He will say: "“Was it you who misled these My
servants...?”’y

Allah will say to those who were worshipped: ‘Did you call
these people to worship you instead of Me, or was it their own
idea to worship you, without any call to that on your part?’
This is like the Ayah,

36 5 0 o i) Gl @M B S8 SE 22 o s 406 )
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¢And when Allah will say: "O 'Isa, son of Maryam! Did you
say unto men : ‘Worship me and my mother as two gods besides
Allah?" " He will say: "Glory be to You! It was not for me to
say what I had no right (to say). Had I said such a thing, You

1) At-Tabari 19:247.
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would surely have known it. You know what is in my innerself
though I do not know what is in Yours; truly, You, only You,
are the All-Knower of all that is hidden. Never did I say to
them aught except what You did command me to say."y
(5:116-117)
Describing how those who were worshipped will respond on
the Day of Resurrection, Allah says:

€Uyl 5 A 0 B8 JT LU W s 6y

¢They will say: "'Glorified be You! It was not for us to take
(Nattakhidh) any Awliya’ besides You..."y

Most of the scholars recite a Fathah on the Niin of the word
Nattakhidh in His saying;

(‘L.i,\ o _,L_,a o> .bu)

¢"".. for us to take (Nattakhidh) any Awliya' besides You,"'»

meaning, ‘it is not right for any created being, neither us nor
them, to worship anyone except You; we did not call them to
do that, but they did it of their own accord, without us telling
them to do it or accepting what they did. We are innocent of
them and their worship ’ This is like the Ayah,

€ UG it B 3 S 35 2 G R b
$And (remember) the Day when He will gather them all

together, then He will say to the angels : *'Was it you that these

people used to worship?’ They (the angels) will say : **Glorified
be You!"'y (34:40-41)

Other scholars understand this phrase to mean: ‘it is not
proper for us to take anyone except You as protectors or
helpers (Awliya),” meaning, ‘it is not proper for anyone to
worship us, for we are Your servants and in need of You.’ This
meaning is close to the first.

(.; '5‘0 o s2032 ’(3
¢but You gave them and their fathers comforty

means, You made such a long period of time pass that they
forgot the Reminder, i.e., they forgot what had been sent down
to them through the Messengers, calling them to worship You
alone with no partner or associate.’
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€65 65 56
dand became a lost people.» Ibn ‘Abbas said, “This means, they
were destroyed.”!!l Al-Hasan Al-Basri and Malik narrated from

Az-Zuhri: “There was no good in them.”?
And Allah says:

¢ G Bl Sy
¢Thus they will deny you because of what you say ;¥

meanir.g, ‘those whom you used to worship besides Allah will
show vou to be liars in your claims that they were your
helpers and protectors bringing you closer to Allah.’ This is
like the Ayat:
S g il Ly S A LN Y 5 o o S L 33 5
€38 ity BB A 2 B8 280 22y sl
¢And who is more astray than one who calls on besides Allah,
such as will not answer him hll the Day of Resurrection, and
who are unaware of their calls to them. And when mankind are
gathered, they will become their enemies and will deny their
worshipping . (46:5-6)

€05y o (A5 (G
&then you can neither avert nor find help .»

means: they will not be able to avert the punishment from
themselves, nor will they be able to help themselves.

€ Ll P
¢And whoever among you does wrong,
means by associating others in worship with Allah,
s 0% B3

¢We shall make him taste a great torment.»
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'l At-Tzbari 19:248.
12 At-Tebari 19:248.
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€20. And We never sent before you any of the Messengers but
verily, they ate food and walked in the markets. And We have
made some of you as a trial for others; will you have patience?
And your Lord is Ever All-Seer.3

All of the Previous Messengers were Human

Allah tells us about the previous Messengers He sent: they all
used to eat food needing the nourishment in it. They used to
go around in the marketplaces seeking to engage in trade and
earn a livelihood. This should not, however, affect their status
as Messengers, for Allah gave them good characteristics and
caused them to speak fine words and do noble deeds, and
gave them miracles and clear proofs, from which any person
with sound insight may see the confirmation that what they
brought from Alldh was true. This Ayah is similar to the Ayat;

AT W3 53 o) b Y, V) A5 o S T
¢And We sent not before you any but men unto whom We
revealed, from among the people of townshipsy (12:109).

L8 si ¥ i s
€¢And We did not create them bodies that ate not foody (21:8).
¢And We have made some of you as a trial for others; will you

have patience?}

means, ‘We test some of you by means of others, so that We
may see who will be obedient and who will be disobedient.’
Allah says:

s 35 s S5t d

dwill you have patience? And your Lord is Ever All-Seer.}

meaning, He knows who deserves to receive revelation, as
Allah says elsewhere:

€, Sz 8 iy
¢Allah knows best with whom to place His Messaged (6:124).

And He knows who deserves to be guided to the Message with
which He sent them, and who does not deserve to be guided.
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éAnd We have made
some of you as a trial for
others. WIill you have
patience?®

Muhammad bin Ishaq
said: Allah is saying,
“If 1 had willed that
the world be such
that no one would
oppose My
Messengers, I could
have made it so, but 1
wanted to test My
servants by means of
them. !

In Sahith Muslim it is
narrated from ‘Iyad
bin Himar that the
Messenger of Allah
said:

JLER 5o 3

wAllah says : I will test you and test others by means of you.' !

In the Sahih it is recorded that he i was given the choice
between being a Prophet and king, or being a servant and

Messenger
3 st 3@ C; % 3 4(.—\.!‘
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and he chose to be a servant and Messenger.
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€21. And those who expect not a meeting with Us said : “Why

(M At-Tabari 19:377
12l Muslim 2865
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are not the angels sent down to us, or why do we not see our
Lord?" Indeed they think too highly of themselves, and are
scomnful with great pride.»

€22. On the Day they will see the angels - no good news will
there be for the criminals that day. And they will say: "Hijran
Makjiira.”’

423. And We shall turn to whatever deeds they did, and We
shall make such deeds as scattered floating particles of dust.»

€24. The dwellers of Paradise will, on that Day, have the best
abode, and have the fairest of places for repose.p

The Stubbornness of the Disbelievers

Allah describes how stubborn the disbelievers were in their
disbelief when they said:

€0 5 5
¢Why are not the angels sent down to us,

meaning, ‘so that we may see them with our own eyes and
they may tell us that Muhammad is the Messenger of Allah.’
This is like when they said:

3 it 5 oF B
¢or you bring Allah and the angels before (us) face to facep
(17:92).
Hence they also said: o
¢G5 & 5P
4or why do we not see our Lord?$ Allah said:
€65 52 55 fo Al g ke Gy

¢Indeed they think too highly of themselves, and are scornful
with great pride.»

And Allah says:
(é;ﬁ »,"j 2, .i’f ;.él t‘j l:i 3’5)

¢And even if We had sent down unto them angels, and the
dead had spoken unto them...p (6:111)

PEp) i Lo 2 A% o epe cor (2 G I ATK ceer e
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4On the Day they will see the angels - no good news will there

be for the criminals that day. And they will say: "Hijran

Mahjiira."'y
means, when they do see the angels, it will not be a good day
for them, for on that day there will be no good news for them.
This is also confirmed at the time when they are dying, when
the angels bring them the tidings of Hell and the wrath of the
Compeller, and when the disbeliever’s soul is being taken out,
the angels say to it, “Come out, O evil soul from an evil body,
come out to fierce hot wind and boiling water, and the shadow
of black smoke.” It refuses to come out and it scatters
throughout his body, so they beat him, as Alldh says:

hd Z, =
Ay A A0 125, ot BTN Tt A
(p‘J—’J) iy Syl SCADT i G 330 4 35 5P

¢And if you could see when the angels take away the souls of
those who disbelieve; they smite their faces and their backs..."»
{8:50)

€ B A6 oo 502 g S0 3 w5 )

¢And if you could but see when the wrongdoers are in the
agonies of death, while the angels are stretching forth their
hands.»

that is, to beat them:
K}T;J’”Sﬁ;}fug o o ,J!'r.._é_a_., e '1)
4"!’/ }{:. ‘.-:‘: [ 74
¢(saying): “Deliver your souls! This day you shall be
recompensed with the torment of degradation because of what

you used to utter against Allah other than the truth. And you
used to reject His Ayat with disrespect!"'$ (6:93)

Hence in this Ayah Alldh says:
€On the Day they will see the angels - no good news will there
be for the criminals

This is in contrast to the state of the believers when death
approaches them, for they are given glad tidings of joy and
delight. Allah says:
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¢Verily, those who say: ""Our Lord is Alldh,” and then they
stand firm, on them the angels will descend (saying): '‘Fear
not, nor grieve! But receive the good news of Paradise which
you have been promised! We have been your friends in the life
of this world and are (so) in the Hereafter. Therein you shall
have what your souls desire, and therein you shall have what
you ask for. Entertainment from, the Oft-Forgiving, Most
Merciful "y (41:30-32)

According to an authentic Hadith narrated from Al-Bara’ bin
‘Azib, the angels say to the believer’s soul (at the time of
death): “Come out, O good soul in a good body, as you were
dwelling in it. Come out to rest and pleasant fragrances and
a Lord Who is not angry.”!!l Other scholars said that the
Ayah:

&S ¥ A &
€On the Day they will see the angels - no good news)

refers to the Day of Resurrection. This was the view of
Mujahid, Ad-Dahhak and others. But there is no contradiction
between these two views, because on both of these days - the
day of death and the Day of Resurrection - the angels will
appear to the believers and disbelievers, and they will give glad
tidings of divine mercy and pleasure to the believers, while
they will give the disbelievers news that will bring regret and
sorrow, so there will be no glad tidings for the evildoers and
criminals on that Day.

¢oRE Ghe Slid
€¢And they (angels) will say : *'Hijran Mahjiira.”

The angels will say to the disbelievers: ‘success is forbidden to
you this day.’ The basic meaning of Al-Hijr is preventing or
prohibition, hence the word is used in the phrase “Hajara Al-

1 Muslim 4:2202.
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Qadr ‘Ala Fulan” (or, “The judge prohibited so and so.”) when
he forbids him to dispose of his wealth in cases of bankruptcy,
folly, being underage, etc. The name of Al-Hijr (the low
semicircular wall near the Ka‘bah) is also derived from this
root, because it prevents people from Tawdf inside it, since
they have to go behind it. The mind is also called Al-Hijr,
because it prevents a person from indulging in things that do
not befit him. In conclusion, the pronoun in the phrase.

s 22,

LN
¢And they will sayp

refers to the angels. This was the view of Mujahid, ‘Tkrimah,
Al-Hasan, Ad-Dahhak, Qatadah, ‘Atiyyah Al-‘Awfi, ‘Ata’ Al-
Khurasani, Khusayf and others; it was also the view favored
by Ibn Jarir.!!! Ibn Jarir recorded that Ibn Jurayj said that
this referred to the words of the idolators.!?!

€58 5 5

€On the Day they will see the angelsp means, they will seek refuge
from the angels. This is because when disaster and hardship
struck, the Arabs would say:

€02 G p
¢'Hijran Maljiira."'» Although there is a point to what Ibn
Jurayj said, from the context it is unlikely that this is what was
meant, and the majority of scholars said something different.

€5 5 il 0 & T
¢And We shall turn to whatever deeds they did,»

This refers to the Day of Resurrection, when Allah will bring
mankind to account for their deeds, good and bad alike. Allah
tells us that the deeds which these idolators thought would
bring them salvation will be of no avail to them, because they
were not in accordance with the Shari‘ah or Laws of Allah,
whether in terms of sincere intention or in terms of following
the Laws set out by Allah. Every deed that is neither sincere
nor in accordance with the Laws of Allah is futile, and the

('l At-Tabari 19:256, Al-Muharrar Al-Wajiz 4 :206.
121 At-Tabari 19:254.
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deeds of the disbelievers are either one or the other, or they
may include both, in which case they are even less likely to be
accepted. Allah says:

,,,,,

¢And We shall turn to whatever deeds they did, and We shall
make such deeds as scattered floating particles of dust.p

Sufyan Ath-Thawri, narrated from Abu Ishaq, from Al-Harith
that ‘Ali, may Allah be pleased with him, commented on
Allah’s saying:

40t e L

¢and We shall make such deeds as scattered floating particles of
dust (Haba') .3

“The rays of the sun when they pass through a small
aperture.” A similar view was also narrated through a different
chain of narrators from ‘Ali, and something similar was also
narrated from Ibn ‘Abbas, Mujahid, Tkrimah, Sa‘d bin Jubayr,
As-Suddi, Ad-Dahhak and others.!"

Al-Hasan Al-Basri said, “This refers to the rays coming
through a small window, and if anyone tries to grasp them, he
cannot.”?  Abu Al-Ahwas narrated from Abu Ishaq from Al-
Harith that ‘Ali said: “Haba’ refers to the dust raised by
animals.” A similar view was also narrated from Ibn ‘Abbas
and Ad-Dahhak, and this was also said by ‘Abdur-Rahman bin
Zayd bin Aslam.

€05 deip
¢scattered floating particles of dust (Haba').»

Qatadah said: “Have you not seen dry trees when they are
blown by the wind? This refers to those leaves.”3!

It was narrated that Ya‘a bin ‘Ubayd said: “Ashes or dust
when it is stirred up by the wind.” In conclusion, all of these
views are pointing out that the deeds of the disbelievers will be
like some worthless scattered thing, and will be of no avail to
them whatsoever. As Allah says:

] At-Tabari 19:257 258.
2l At-Tabari 19:257.
Bl At-Tabari 19:258.
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¢The parable of those who disbelieved in their Lord is that their
works are as ashes, on which the wind blows furiouslyp
(14:18).

ity 3 KS10 et ¥ e o Gy

40 you who believe! Do not render in vain your charity by
reminders of your generosity or by injury,$ until His saying:

€is &5 Lok e Dtk VP
¢They are not able to do anything with what they have earmed}
(2:264).
$E2 204 J sy 42 el 222 s X S e G5y

4As for those who disbelieved, their deeds are like a mirage in a
desert. The thirsty one thinks it to be water, until he comes up
to it, he finds it to be nothingy (24:39).

The Abode of the People of Paradise
Allah says:
donisa 52 GE T 5 L8l
4The dwellers of Paradise will, on that Day, have the best
abode, and have the fairest of places for repose.»

meaning, on the Day of Resurrection.
%, PN 51/ e
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¢Not equal are the dwellers of the Fire and the dwellers of the
Paradise. It is the dwellers of Paradise that will be successful®
(59:20).
That is because the people of Paradise will ascend to lofty
degrees and secure dwellings, so they will be in a place of
safety, beauty and goodness,
oD S0 G G dasd
4Abiding therein - excellent it is as an abode, and as a place to
rest in.$ (25:76)

The people of Hell will go down to the lowest levels and
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continual regret, with all kinds of punishménts and torments.
CROE; L ST G

4Evil indeed it (Hell) is as an abode and as a place to rest
in.»(25:66) '
means, how evil a dwelling place to look ‘at, and how evil an
abode in which to stay. Alldh says:

it A8 DA TR a g G sy
€The dwellers of Paradise will, on that Day, have the best
abode, and have the fairest of places for repose.p

meaning, in return for what they have done of acceptable
deeds, they will attain what they will attain and reach the
status they will reach, in contrast to the people of Hell, who
will not have even one deed to their credit that would qualify
them to enter Paradise and be saved from the Fire. Allah
points out the situation of the blessed in contrast to that of
the doomed, who will not enjoy any goodness at all.

Sa‘id bin Jubayr said: “Allah will finish the Judgement
halfway through the Day, and the people of Paradise will take
their mid day rest in Paradise and the people of Hell in Hell.
Allah says:

€The dwellers of Paradise will, on that Day, have the best
abode, and have the fairest of places for repose.p

Tkrimah said, “l know the time when the people of Paradise
will enter Paradise and the people of Hell will enter Hell. It is
the time which in this world is the time when the late
forenoon starts and people go back to their families to take a
siesta. The people of Hell will go to Hell, but the people of
Paradise will be taken to Paradise and will have their siesta in
Paradise, and they will be fed the liver of a whale and they will
all eat their fill. This is what Allah says:

€san 20 SR T g 50 Ly
¢The dwellers of Paradise will, on that Day, have the best
abode, and have the fairest of places for repose.}
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425. And (remember) the Day when the heaven shall be rent

asunder with clouds, and the angels will be sent down, with a
grand descending .

426. The sovereignty on that Day will be the true (sovereignty)
of the Most Gracious, and it will be a hard Day for the
disbelievers .$

427. And (remember) the Day when the wrongdoer will bite at
his hands, he will say: "“Oh! Would that 1 had taken a path
with the Messenger."»

428. “Ah! Woe to me! Would that I had never taken so-and-so
as an intimate friend!"'$

429. “He indeed led me astray from the Reminder after it had
come to me. And Shaytin is to man ever a deserter.”'$

The Terrors of the Day of Resurrection, and how the
Wrongdoers will wish that They had taken a Path with
the Messenger i

Here Allah tells us about the terror of the Day of Resurrection
and the tremendous events that will happen, including the
splitting of heavens when they are pierced by the clouds, that
is the shadow of the magnificent light which dazzles all sight.
The angels of heaven will come down on that Day and
surround all creatures at the place of gathering, then the Lord,
may He be blessed and exalted, will come to pass judgement.
Mujahid said, “This is as Allah says:
(:ézl..:i.!!, AN 5 )ii 3 %t ".‘.Z;t R Gkl Jad
¢Do they then wait for anything other than that Allah should

come to them in the shadows of the clouds and the angels?3”
(2:210)1

1] At-Tabari 19:260.
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¢The sovereignty on that Day will be the true (sovereignty) of
the Most Gracious, )

This is like the Ayah,
€00 ,G o & T AL 3y
¢Whose is the kingdom this Day? : It is Allah's, the One, the
Irresistable!p (40:16)
In the Sahih it says:

J ERES
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1Allah, may He be exalted, will fold up the heavens in His
Right Hand, and will take the earths in His other Hand, then
He will say: "'l am the Sovereign, I am the Judge. Where are

the kings of the earth? Where are the tyrants? Where are the
arrogants?'"sl)

PV

€t 580 G Sed
¢and it will be a hard Day for the disbelievers.p

means it will be very difficult, because it will be the Day of
justice and the decisive judgement, as Allah says:

(_Truly, that Day will be a hard Day - Far from easy for the
disbelieversy (74:9-10).
This is how the disbelievers will be on the Day of Resurrection.
As for the believers, Allah says:
RN I 255 S
¢The greatest terror will not grieve them.»
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¢And (remember) the Day when the wrongdoer will bite at his
hands, he will say: *'O! Would that I had taken a path with the
Messenger.”

Here Allah tells us of the regret felt by the wrongdoer who

() Fath Al-Bari 11:379, Muslim 4 :2148.
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rejected the path of the Messenger % and what he brought
from Allah of clear truth concerning which there is no doubt,
and followed another path. When the Day of Resurrection
comes, he will feel regret but his regret will avail him nothing,
and he will bite on his hands in sorrow and grief. Whether
this Ayah was revealed concerning ‘Ugbah bin Abi Muft or
someone else among the doomed, it applies to every
wrongdoer, as Allah says:

$00 g s 2B b
¢On the Day when their faces will be turned over in the Firep
as mentioned in those two Ayat [33:66)

Every wrongdoer will feel the ultimate regret on the Day of
Resurrection, and will bite at his hands, saying:

,e 3273
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40! Would that I had taken a path with the Messenger. Ah!
Woe to me! Would that 1 had never taken so-and-so as an
intimate friend!y

meaning, the one among the propagators of misguidance who
diverted him from true guidance and led him to follow the
path of misguidance, whether this refers to Umayyah bin
Khalaf or his brother Ubayy bin Khalaf, or to someone else.

i g S
¢He indeed led me astray from the Reminderp means the Qur’an,
€% 5 )
4after it had come to me.p means, after it had reached me.
Allah says:
G (oo A oy
4And Shaytan is to man ever a deserter (in the hour of need).»

meaning, he leads him away from the truth and diverts him
from it, and uses him for the purposes of falsehood and calls
him to it.
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¢30. And the Messenger will say: "“O my Lord! Verily, my
people deserted this Qur'an."$

431. Thus have We made for every Prophet an enemy among
the criminals. But sufficient is your Lord as a Guide and
Helper.»

The Messenger ;% will complain against His Opponents

Allah tells how His Messenger and Prophet Muhammad % will
say: “O my Lord! Verily, my people deserted this Qur’an.” The
idolators would not listen to the Qur" as Allah says:

daa Tl oA &Y AT VK ol 36

¢And those who disbelieve say : 'Listen not to this Qur'an, and
make noise in the midst of it.”’$ (41:26).

When he would recite Qur’an to them, they would talk
nonsense or speak about something else, so that they would
not hear it. This is a form of forsaking it and rejecting it, and
not believing in it is the same as forsaking it, and not
pondering its meanings and trying to understand it is the
same as forsaking it, and not acting upon it and following its
commandments and heeding its prohibitions is the same as
forsaking it, and turning away from it in favor of poetry or
other words or songs or idle talk or some other way is the
same as forsaking it. We ask Allah, the Most Generous, the
Bestower of bounty, the One Who is able to do what He wills,
to keep us safe from doing that which earns His wrath and to
use us to do that which will earn His pleasure of preserving
and understanding His Book, following its commandments
night and day in the manner which He loves and which
pleases Him, for He is Generous and Kind.

€ 53 05 5 Ko i Gy

¢Thus have We made for every Prophet an enemy among the
criminals.$

means, just as there is for you, O Muhammad, those people
who scorned the Qur'an, so in all the previous nations did
Allah make for every Prophet an enemy among the criminals,
who called people to their misguidance and disbelief,’ as Allah
says:
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¢And so We have

appointed for every Pro-
phet enemies - Shayatin
among mankind and
Jinnp as stated in
these two Ayat.
(6:112)

Allah says here:

s s 415 3859

€But sufficient is your
Lord as a Guide and
Helper.»

meaning, for the one
who follows His
Messenger & and
believes in His Book,
Allah will be his

o Jlir NG T J‘L‘" Guide and Helper in

!g)__: 4__32’ %7 \;TA_, oAt :C;\‘ < |[this world and the

PSPl dg i Sl Hereafter. Allah says
€y Usled

¢a Guide and Helper.» because the idolators used to try to
prevent people from following the Qur’an lest anyone be guided
by it. They wanted their way to prevail over the way of the
Qur’an. Allah says:

€l 53 3 0 iz 5D

€Thus have We made for every Prophet an enemy among the
criminals .$
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432. And those who disbelieve say: “Why is not the Qur'an
revealed to him all at once?”’ Thus, that We may strengthen
your heart thereby. And We have revealed it to you gradually,
in stages.y

¢33. And no example or parable do they bring, but We reveal
to you the truth, and the better explanation thereof.p

¢34. Those who will be gathered to Hell on their faces, such
will be in an evil state, and most astray from the path.p

The Reason why the Qur’an was revealed in Stages, the
Refutation of the Dishelievers, and their Evil End

Allah tells us about the many objections raised by the
disbelievers, their stubbornness, and how they spoke of things
which were none of their concern. They said:

[
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¢"'Why is not the Qur'an revealed to him all at once?"')

meaning, why was this Qur'an, which was revealed to him, not
sent down all at one time, as the previous Books, the Tawrah,
Injil, Zabur and other Divine Books? Allah answered them,
telling them that it was revealed in stages over twenty-three
years, according to events and circumstances, and whatever
rulings were needed, in order to strengthen the hearts of the
believers, as He says:
L ZESE A
¢And (it is) a Qur'an which We have divided (into parts)...»
(17:106).

Allah says:
4that We may strengthen your heart thereby. And We have
revealed it to you gradually, in stages.p

Qatddah said it means: “We have explained it.” ‘Abdur-
Rahmén bin Zayd bin Aslam said it means: “We have given its
interpretation.”t!!

i1l At-Tabari 19:266.
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€ S5
¢And no example or similitude do they bring,»
This means no arguments or doubts,

€03 558 G <s i

¢but We reveal to you the truth, and the better explanation
thereof .»
They do not say anything in an attempt to oppose the truth,
but We respond to them with the truth of that same matter,
more clearly and more eloquently than anything they say.

Abu ‘Abdur-Rahman An-Nasai recorded that Ibn ‘Abbas
said, “The Qur'an was sent down all at once to the first
heaven on Laylatul-Qadr (the Night of Power), then it was
revealed over twenty years "1 Allah says

¢And no exampIe or szmzhtude do they brmg, but We reveal to
you the truth, and the better explanation thereof.» and:

rrrrr
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¢And (it is) a Qur'an which We have divided (into parts), in
order that you might recite it to men at intervals. And We have
revealed it by stagesp (17:106).

Then Alldh tells us about the terrible state of the disbelievers
when they are raised on the Day of Resurrection and gathered
into Hell:

B Jail 6K 52 A s ) cad # <utt O
€¢Those who will be gathered to Hell on their faces, such will be

in an evil state, and most astray from the path.»

In the Sahih, it is reported from Anas that a man said, “O
Messenger of Allah, how will the disbeliever be gathered on his
face on the Day of Resurrection?” The Prophet ¥ said:

SRl 537 st o s 1 506 s, 2 20T i p
«The One Who caused him to walk on his two feet is able to

(11 An-Nasa't in Al-Kubra 6 :421.
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make him walk on his face on the Day of Resurrection »!")

orte £ wprss sl o , - 04 e P - [T o, erts

2 §) GIGE 5605 <Dt WAL GG JEl e G G
apreret s ade 1%, 2% 4 seze o o esgeteT s ose ¢ 8% 3.
mEH 1200 Bies O g8 15 fofed 8RN Gle LS Dl
Y R S VRV T o I $ e . LN L L apotoes
6255 G Sty 15035 6 it 032 Gy CEY L0 %y prie

b 2
sz L8 s 2 red

S B 6 6 S JENT T € Sk it <
= 2 PRI P PEEPIPE SO PRV S 9
€68 i ¥ Bl § @i Bresp dal A0 S0 Sl
435. And indeed We gave Miisi the Scripture, and placed his
brother Hariin with him as a helper ;%

436. And We said: "“Go you both to the people who have
denied Our Ayat.” Then We destroyed them with utter
destruction .

¢37. And Niil's people, when they denied the Messengers, We
drowned them, and We made them as a sign for mankind. And
We have prepared a painful torment for the wrongdoers.»

¢38. And (also) ‘Ad and Thamid, and the Dwellers of Ar-
Rass, and many generations in between.3

439. And for each We put forward examples, and each We
brought to utter ruin.»

¢40. And indeed they have passed by the town on which was
rained the evil rain. Did they not then see it? Nay! But they
used not to expect any resurrection .y

Frightening the Idolators of Quraysh

Allah threatens the idolators who denied and opposed His
Messenger Muhammad # and He warns them of the
punishment and painful torment He sent upon the previous
nations who rejected their Messengers. Allah begins by
mentioning Musa, upon him be peace, whom He sent along
with his brother Harin as a helper - i.e., as another Prophet
who helped and supported him - but Fir'awn and his chiefs
denied them both: ) .
QU 55 ot 2 00
4Allah destroyed them completely, and similar (awaits) the

11 Ahmad 3:229.
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disbelieversy (47:10).

And when the people of Nah denied him, Allah destroyed them
likewise, for whoever denies one Messenger denies all the
Messengers, because there is no difference between one
Messenger and another. If it had so happened that Allah had
sent all His Messengers to them, they would have denied them
all. Allah says:

G i U g
¢And Nilt's people, when they denied the Messengers,
although Allah sent only Nuh to them, and he stayed among

them for 950 years, calling them to Alldh and warning them of
His punishment,

€35 9 g Up
¢And none believed with him, except a fewp (11:40).

For this reason Allah drowned them all and left no one among
the sons of Adam alive on earth apart from those who boarded
the boat,

CCRPLIPE 3

¢and We made them a sign for mankind.p meaning a lesson to be
learned. This is like the Ayah,

¢Verily, when the water rose beyond its limits, We carried you

in the boat. That We might make it a remembrance for you,
and the keen ear may understand ity (69:11-12),

which means: We left for you ships that you ride upon to
travel across the depths of the seas, so that you may
remember the blessing of Allah towards you when He saved
you from drowning, and made you the descendants of those
who believed in Allah and followed His commandments.’

~o%, 0, FYCav Nl
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¢And (also) ‘Ad and Thamiid, and the Dwellers of Ar-Rass,p

We have already discussed their story, which is referred to in
more than one Sirah, such as Surat ALAraf!"! and there is

N gee volume four, the Tafsir of Surat Al-A‘raf.
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no need to repeat it here. As for the Dwellers of Ar-Rass, Ibn
Jurayj narrated from Ibn ‘Abbas about the Dwellers of Ar-Rass
that they were the people of one of the villages of Thamud.!!!
Ath-Thawri narrated from Abu Bukayr from ‘Tkrimah that Ar-
Rass was a well where they buried (Rassu) their Prophet.!?!

€08 @b 565

d¢and many generations in between.p means nations, many more
than have been mentioned here, whom We destroyed. Allah
said:
€3ENT G g2 385
¢And for each We put forward examples,

meaning, ‘We showed them the proof and gave them clear
evidence,’ as Qatiadah said, “They had no excuse.”
4055 65 9=y
¢and each (of them) We brought to utter ruin.
means, ‘We destroyed them completely.’ This is like the Ayah,

L .- o P e
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¢And how many generations (Quriin) have We destroyed after
Nuh!y (17:17).

“Generations” (Quriin) here refers to nations among mankind.
This is like the Ayah,

€RGE (G ot b 0 5

¢Then, after them, We created other generations (Quriin).p
(23:42)

Some defined a generation as being 120 years, or it was said
that a generation was one hundred years, or eighty, or forty,
etc. The most correct view is that a generation refers to
nations who are one another’s contemporaries, living at the
same time. When they go and others succeed them, this is
another generation, as it was recorded in the Two Sahihs:

(3] At-Tabari 19:269.
(2! Al-Baghawi 3:369, Al-Qurtubi 13:32.
B8] At-Tabari 19:272.
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The best of generations is my generation, then the one that
Jollows it, then the one that follows that ")

&3 o ol o8 o & 6 G
4And indeed they have passed by the town on which was rained
the evil rain.$ )

refers to the town of the people of Lut, which was called
Sodom, and the way in which Allah dealt with it, when He
destroyed it by turning it upside down and by sending upon it
the rain of stones of baked clay, as Allah says:

P
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¢And We rained on them a rain. And how evil was the rain of
those who had been warned!y (26:176),

¢Verily, you pass by them in the morning. And at night; will
you not then reflect?® (37:137-138),

PRaN

€80 gl p
¢And verily, they were right on the highroad . (15:76),
€t L0 G
¢They are both on an open highway, plain to seep (15:79).
Allah says:
€l e iy

4Did they not then see it?% meaning, so that the:y might learn a
lesson from what happened to its inhabitants of punishment

for denying the Messenger # and going against the commands
of Allah. .

€05 < ¥ s B
¢Nay! But they used not to expect a;ty resurrection .y

means, the disbelievers who passed by it did not learn any
lesson, because they did not expect any resurrection, i.e., on

") Fath Al-Bari 5:306, Muslim 4:1963.
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€42. "He would
have nearly misled us from our gods, had it not been that we
were patient and constant in their worship!” And they will
know, when they see the torment, who it is that is most astray
from the path!

€43. Have you seen him who has taken as his god his own vain
desire? Would you then be a guardian over him?%

€44. Or do you think that most of them hear or understand?
They are only like cattle — nay, they are even farther astray
from the path.p

How the Dishelievers mocked the Messeﬁger #

Allah tells us how the disbelievers mocked the Messenger
when they saw him. This is like the Ayah,
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¢And when the disbelievers see you, they take you not except
for mockery® (21:36),

which means that they tried to find faults and shortcomings in
him. Here Allah says:

W1 g - KT dd L S R Y T b oL
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€And when they see you, they treat you only in mockery
(saying): 'Is this the one whom Allih has sent as a
Messenger?"’y

ie., they said this by way of belittling and trying to undermine
him, so Alldh put them in their place, and said:
¢And indeed Messengers before you were mocked aty (6:10)
€00 5 UL S up
¢He would have nearly misled us from our gods,

They meant: ‘he nearly turned us away from worshipping
idols, and he would have done so, had we not been patient
and persevered in our ways.” So Allah said, warning and
threatening them:

P
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¢And they will know, when they see the torment...3

They took Their Desires as their gods and were more
astray than Cattle

Then Allah tells His Prophet % that if Allah decrees that
someone will be misguided and wretched, then no one can
guide him except Allah, glory be to Him:

At e o

<¢Have you seen him who has taken as his god his own vain
desire?»

meaning, whatever he admires and sees as goed in his own
desires becomes his religion and his way. As Allah says:
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¢Is he then, to whom the evil of his deeds is made fair seeming.
So that he consider it as good. Verily, Allah sends astray whom
he wills.» [35:8)

e 4 555 & ity

¢Would you then be a guardian over him?%

Ibn ‘Abbas said: “During the Jahiliyyah, a man would worship
a white rock for a while, then if he saw another that looked
better, he would worship that and leave the first.”{!)

Then Allah said:

ol § opm el Bezs

€Or do you think that most of them hear or understand?}
meaning, they are worse than grazing cattle. Cattle only do
what they were created to do, but these people were created to
worship Allah Alone without associating partners with Him,
but they worship others with Him, even though evidence has
been established against them and Messengers have been sent
to them

orr 23
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445. Have you not seen how your Lord spread the shadow. If

He willed, He could have made it still - but We have made the
sun its guide.y

¢46. Then We withdraw it towards Ourselves - a gradual
withdrawal .

447. And it is He Who makes the night a covering for you,
and the sleep (as) a repose, and makes the day Nushiir.p

Evidence of the existence of the Creator and the extent
of His Power

Here Allah begins explaining the evidence for His existence

' Ad-Durr Al-Manthar 6 :260.
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and His perfect power to create various things and pairs of
opposites. Allah says:

LTI VR G
¢Have you not seen how your Lord spread the shadow .y

Ibn ‘Abbas, Ibn Umar, Abu Al-‘Aliyah, Abu Malik, Masrugq,
Mujahid, Safid bin Jubayr, An-Nakhafi, Ad-Dahhak, Al-Hasan,
Qatadah, As-Suddi and others said, “This refers to the period
from the beginning of the dawn until the sun rises.”!!

4L LT Gy
¢If He willed, He could have made it stillp
meaning, immobile, never changing. This is like the Ayat
U0 G e 4 2 ) 2251 5P

¢Say : "Tell me! If Allah made the night continuous for
you..."p (28:71)

s o 2B G )
4but We have made the sun its guide .

means, were it not for the sun rising, it would not be there,
for a thing can only be known in contrast to its opposite.
Qatddah and As-Suddi said, “The sun is a guide which follows
the shade until the shade disappears.”?!

(lm_,\..a Cad LJ\ PR

€¢Then We withdraw it towards Ourselves ~ a gradual
withdrawal .»

This refers to the shade.
' ¢l
¢graduald meaning slowly. As-Suddi said: “A gentle, concealed,

withdrawal until there is no shade left on earth except under a
roof or a tree, and the sun is shining on whatever is above it.”

4 Udp
4a gradual withdrawal.p Ayyub bin Masa said: “Little by

1 At-Tabari 19:275, Al-Qurtubi 13:37.
2! Ad-Durr Al-Manthur 6 :262.
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little.!"!

ARG B
¢And it is He Who makes the night a covering for you,y

It covers and conceals all things. This is like the Ayah:

e

4By the night as it envelopsy (92:1).
€62 1353

gand the sleep a repose,$ means, a halt to movement so that
bodies may rest. For the faculties and limbs get tired from their
constant movement during the day when one goes out to earn a
living. When night comes, and it becomes quiet, they stop
moving, and rest; so sleep provides a rejuvenation for both the
body and the soul. ’

€ 3 555
&and makes the day Nushiiry meaning, people get up and go out
to earn a living and attend to their business. This is like the
Ayah: ,
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41t is out of His mercy that He has made for you the night and

the day that you may rest therein and that you may seek of His
bounty...p (28:73)
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€48. And it is He Who sends the winds as heralds of glad
tidings, going before His mercy; and We send down pure water
from the sky,» o
€49. That We may give life thereby to a dead land, and We

give to drink thereof many of the cattle and men that We have
created .¥ )

' Ad-Durr Al-Manthir 6 :262.
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€50. And indeed We have distributed it among them in order
that they may remember the grace of Allah, but most men
refuse (out of) gratitude .y

This is also part of His complete power and supreme
authority: Allah sends the winds as heralds of glad tidings,
i.e., they bring the clouds behind them. The winds are of
many different types, depending on the purpose for which they
are sent. Some of them form the clouds, others carry the
clouds or drive them, and others come ahead of the clouds as
heralds announcing their coming. Some of them come before
that to stir up the earth, and some of them fertilize or “seed”
the clouds to make it rain. Allah says:

€08 L J0 5, (b
¢and We send down pure water from the skyp, meaning, as a
means of purifying it.

Abu Safid said, “It was said: “O Messenger of Allah, can we
perform Wudu’ with the water of the well of Buda‘ah? For it is a
well in which rubbish and the flesh of dogs are thrown. He said:
20,2 258 ¥ 5 b st b

Water is pure and nothing makes it impure »
This was recorded by Ash-Shafif and Ahmad, who graded it
Sahih, and also by Abu Dawud and At-Tirmidhi, who graded it
Hasan, and by An-Nasa’i.!!l
His saying:
¢That We may give life thereby to a dead land,%

means, a land that waited a long time for rain. It is devoid of
vegetation or anything at all. When the rain comes to it, it
becomes alive and its hills are covered with all kinds of
colorful flowers, as Allah says:

€55 A1 45 G5 @ 7y

¢but when We send down water to it, it is stirred to life and

M Musnad Ash-Shafi1 1:21, Ahmad 3:31; Abu Dawud 1:53, Tuhfat
Al-Ahwadhi 1:203, An-Nasai 1:174
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growth. ..y (41:39).
His saying:

gand We give to drink thereof many of the cattle and men that
We had created.%

means, so that animals such as cattle can drink from it, and
people who are in desperate need of water can drink from it
and water their crops and fruits. This is like the Ayah:

€S €0 b S IR W 5y
¢And He it is Who sends down the rain after they have
despaired,$ (42:28)

G 15 G0 2 G B 5 g0 ) 50
¢Look then at the effects of Allah's mercy, how He revives the

earth after its death.p (30:50)
His saying:

¢And indeed We have distributed it among them in order that
they may rememberp

means, ‘We cause rain to fall on this land and not on that,
and We cause the clouds to pass over one land and go to
another, where We cause sufficient rain to fall so that its
people have plenty, but not one drop falls on the first land.’
There is a reason and great wisdom behind this. Ibn ‘Abbas
and Ibn Mastd, may Alldh be pleased with them said: “One
year does not have more rain than another, but Allah
distributes the rain as He wills. Then he recited this Ayah:

B ) 00 52 i 1T G Sy

¢And indeed We have distributed it (rain or water) amongst
them in order that they may remember the grace of Allah, but
most men refuse (out of) ingratitude ™)

meaning, so that they may be reminded, when Alldh brings

[}l At-Tabari 19:280.
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the dead earth back to life, that He is able to bring the dead
and dry bones back to life, or that those from whom rain is
withheld are suffering this because of some sin they have
committed, so that they may give it up.

$ris ) L0 T g
4but most men refuse (out of) ingratitude.p

Tkrimah said, “This refers to those who say that rain comes
because of such and such a star.”!! This view of Tkrimah is
similar to the authentic Hadith recorded in Sahih Muslim; one
day after a night’s rain, the Messenger of Allah # said to his
Companions:

092535 J6 156 §,535h
tDo you know what your Lord says?»
They said: “Allah and His Messenger know best.” He said:
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tHe says: *‘This morning some of My servants became believers
in Me, and some became disbelievers. As for the one who said,
‘We have been given rain by the mercy and grace of Allah,’ he
is a believer in Me and a disbeliever in the stars. As for the one
who said, 'We have been given rain by such and such a star,’
he is a disbeliever in Me and a believer in the stars.'?!
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€51. And had We willed, We would have raised a warner in
every town.y

€52. So obey not the disbelievers, but strive against them with
the utmost endeavor with it.»

(1) At-Tabari 19:280.
2} Muslim 1:83.
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¢53. And it is He Who has let free the two seas, this is
palatable and sweet, and that is salty and bitter; and He has set
a barrier and a complete partition between them.

€54. And it is He Who has created man from water, and has
appointed for him kindred by blood, and kindred by marriage.
And your Lord is Ever All-Powerful to do what He wills.$

The universality of the Prophet’s Message, how He was
supported in His Mission and Allah’s Blessings to
Mankind
Allah says:
¢And had We willed, We would have raised a warner in every
town.d

‘Calling them to Alldh, but We have singled you out, O
Muhammad, to be sent to all the people of earth, and We have
commanded you to convey the Qur’an,’

€5 150 B
¢that 1 may therewith warn you and whomsoever it may reachd
(6:19).

< ceies Y .
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¢but those of the sects that reject it, the Fire will be their
promised meeting placey (11:17).

€05 55 i 7 530
¢that you may warn the Mother of the Towns and all around
ity (42:7).
€op ) A 35 g) B0 B

¢Say: O mankind! Verily, 1 am sent to you all as the
Messenger of Allah..."'y (7:158).

In the Two Sahihs (it is reported that the Prophet #& said:)
03281 2N i S

1] have been sent to the red and the black.» And:
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t...A Prophet would be sent to his own people, but 1 have been
sent to all of mankind .o\

Allah says:
€y plgS) Guali 5 Sip
€S0 obey not the disbelievers, but strive hard against them with
it.p
meaning, with the Qur’an. This was the view of Ibn
‘Abbas.?!

¢his Hind
¢with the utmost endeavour.p This is like the Ayah,
ol Sl 1t 53 ey

40O Prophet! Strive hard against the disbelievers and the
hypocrites,$ (9:73)

€0t 41655 25 255 5 I 2 o S

€And it is He Who has let free the two seas, this is palatable
and sweet, and that is salty and bitter ;p

means, He has created the two kinds of water, sweet and
salty. The sweet water is like that in rivers, springs and wells,
which is fresh, sweet, palatable water. This was the view of Ibn
Jurayj and of Ibn Jarir, and this is the meaning without a
doubt, for nowhere-in creation is there a sea which is fresh
and sweet.

Allah has told us about reality so that His servants may
realize His blessings to them and give thanks to Him. The
sweet water is that which flows amidst people. Allah has
portioned it out among His creatures according to their needs;
rivers and springs in every land, according to what they need
for themselves and their lands.

(’dﬁ de P
1) Muslim 1:370, Fath Al-Bari 1:634.
12l At-Tabari 19:281.
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dand that is salty and bitter ;% meaning that it is salty, bitter and
not easy to swallow. This is like the seas that are known in the
east and the west, the Atlantic Ocean and the Straits that lead
to it, the Red Sea, the Arabian Sea, the Persian Gulf, the China
Sea, the Indian Ocean, the Mediterranean Sea, the Black Sea
and so on, all the seas that are stable and do not flow, but they
swell and surge in the winter and when the winds are strong,
and they have tides that ebb and flow. At the beginning of each
month the tides ebb and flood, and when the month starts to
wane they retreat until they go back to where they started.
When the crescent of the following month appears, the tide
begins to ebb again until the fourteenth of the month, then it
decreases. Allah, may He be glorified, the One Whose power is
absolute, has set these laws in motion, so all of these seas are
stationary, and He has made their water salty lest the air turn
putrid because of them and the whole earth turn rotten as a
result, and lest the earth spoil because of the animals dying on
it. Because its water is salty, its air is healthy and its dead are
good (to eat), hence when the Messenger of Allah £ was asked
whether sea water can be used for Wudu’, he said:

L Jodi (350 5,500 50
tts water is pure and its dead are lawful .»

This was recorded by Malik, Ash-Shafi1 and Ahmad, and by
the scholars of Sunan with a good [Jayyid] chain of
narration.!!

o Srs IS Paps

€0 63 G 25

4and He has set a barrier and a complete partition between
them .

meaning, between the sweet water and the saltwater.
P
4a barriery means a partition, which is dry land.

€52 Galp

M Al-Muwatta’ 1:22, Musnad Ash-Shafi? 1:23, Ahmad 2:361, Abu
Dawud 1:64, Tuhfat Al-Ahwadhi 1:224, An-Nasa’ 1:50, Ibn Majah
1:136.
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complete
partitiony means, a
barrier, to prevent one
of them from reaching
the other. This is like
the Ayat:

CE G S b
&) &Y'. JLO ‘ ‘gLA.o g 2

45 *.,LK.

(“y‘ .
4He has let loose the two
seas meeting together.
Between them is a bar-
rier which none of them
can transgress. Then
which of the blessings of
your Lord will you both
deny?® (55:19-21)

55 555 G 5% 5
< G 55 048 U
f"- u’ ‘ \{J\' J.p-_)
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y ry&i X af I i
L H AT

¢Is not He Who has made the earth as a fixed abode, and has
placed rivers in its midst, and placed firm mountains therein,
and set a barrier between the two seas? Is there any god with
Allar? Nay, but most of them know not!y (27:61)

€05 1 5 6 ol H5d
¢And it is He Who has created man from water,»

means, He created man from a weak Nutfah,!'! then gave him
shape and formed him, and completed his form, male and

female, as He willed.

1 A discussion of this term appeared earlier. See the explanation of
Sarar Al-Hajj 22 :4, and Strat Al-Mu’miniin 23:13.
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ies 5 425D
dand has appointed for him kindred by blood, and kindred by
marriage.»

in the beginning, he is someone’s child, then he gets married
and becomes a son-in-law, then he himself has sons-in-law
and other relatives through marriage. All of this comes from a
despised liquid, Allah says:
405 &5 S6d
¢And your Lord is Ever All-Powerful to do what He wills.$
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455. And they worship besides Allah, that which can neither
profit them nor harm them; and the disbeliever is ever a helper
against his Lord .»

¢56. And We have sent you only as a bearer of good news and
a warner.$

457. Say: "No reward do I ask of you for this, save that
whosoever wills may take a path to his Lord."”'y

¢58. And put your trust in the Ever Living One Who dies not,
and glorify His praises, and sufficient is He as the All-Knower
of the sins of His servants,}

€59. Who created the heavens and the earth and all that is
between them in six Days. Then He rose over (Istawa) the
Throne. The Most Gracious! Ask Him, as He is the All-
Knower.»

¢60. And when it is said to them: ''Prostrate yourselves to Ar-
Rahman!" They say: “And what is Ar-Rahman? Shall we fall
down in prostration to that which you command us?’' And it
increases in them only aversion .y
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The Ignorance of the Idolators

Allah tells us how ignorant the idolators are; instead of
worshipping Allah, they worship idols which do not possess
the power either to harm or benefit. They do this with no
evidence or proof; the only thing that led them to do this was
their own whims and desires. So they take these idols as
protectors and fight for their sake, and they oppose Allah and
His Messenger # and the believers for their sake. Similarly
Allah says:

gk 5 F K0 6P
4and the disbeliever is ever a helper against his Lord .»
meaning, he is a supporter of Shaytdn against the party of
Allah, but the party of Allah are the ones who will prevail, as
Allah says:
LA oA A SAE ¥ 0t i L T on o G
(@' 278
¢And they have taken besides Allih gods, hoping that they
might be helped. They cannot help them, but they will be

brought forward as a troop against those who worshipped
them.} (36:74-75)

meaning, the gods which they worshipped instead of Allah
cannot help them. These ignorant people are troops for the
idols and are ready to fight for their sake and protect their
sanctuaries, but in the end the victory will be for Allah and
His Messenger # and the believers, in this world and the
Hereafter.
€heb 55 F K0 56D
dand the disbeliever is ever a helper against his Lord .»

Mujahid said: “He supports and helps the Shaytan in
disobedience towards Allah.

The Messenger # brings Glad Tidings and Warnings
Then Allah tells His Messenger i:
€65 0 S Ty

¢And We have sent you only as a bearer of good news and a
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warner.»

meaning, a bringer of good news to the believers, a warner to
the disbelievers; bringing good news of Paradise to those who
obey Allah, and bringing warnings of a dreadful punishment
for those who go against the commandments of Allah.
¢ 5 al T By
4Say : “No reward do I ask of you for this..."

for conveying this message and this warning, I do not ask for
any reward from your wealth; I am only doing this for the sake
of Allah, may He be exalted.’

¢To whomsoever among you who wills to walk straighty

(81:28).

Gl O BE J & L9
¢save that whosoever wills, may take a path to his Lord .»

means, a way and a methodology to be followed.

The Command to the Messenger i to put his Trust in
Allah, and some of His Qualities

Then Allah says:

P

€45 ol G § 3y
¢And put your trust in the Ever Living One Who dies not,$

meaning, in all your affairs, put your trust in Alldh, the Ever-
Living Who never dies, the One Who

€6 o K % Bl 285 55 59
¢is the First and the Last, the Most High and the Most Near.
And He is the All-Knower of everythingy (57:3).

The Eternal, Ever-Lasting, Ever-Living, Self-Sufficient One, the
Lord and Sovereign of all things, the One to Whom you should
always turn. Allah is the One in Whom you should put your
trust and to Whom you should turn for refuge, He will be
sufficient for you and will be your helper and supporter, and
will cause you to prevail. As Allah says:
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40O Messenger! Proclaim which has been sent down to you from
your Lord. And if you do not, then you have not conveyed His
Message. Allah will protect you from mankindp (5:67).

€ 525

¢and glorify His praises,$ means, combine praising Him with
glorifying Him. Hence the Messenger of Alldh # used to say:

Dt 6 i i
«Glory be to You, O Allah, and with Your praise.»")

So the Ayah means: be sincere in worshipping Him and
putting your trust in Him. This is like the Ayat:

TG G AN G Y LG o0

€The Lord of the east and the west; there is no God but He. So
take Him as a Trustee.y (73:9)

&k 3 1ty

4So worship Him and put your trust in Himp (11:123).

, 45

(Eff: adc) Y i u’?)‘ » J’)
4Say: “"He is the Most Gracious, in Him we believe, and in
Him we put our trust.”y (67:29)
L IS yﬁ«\' 4y G P

¢and sufficient is He as the All-Knower of the sins of His
servants$

means, by His perfect knowledge nothing is hidden from Him
nor can anything be hidden from Him, not even a speck of
dust’s weight.

€5V S50 GE Gty
¢Who created the heavens and the earth...p

' Rath Al-Bari 2:328.
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means, He is the Ever-Living Who never dies, He is the
Creator, Sustainer and Sovereign of all things, Who by His
might and power created the seven heavens with their vast
height and width, and the seven earths with their great depths
and density.

P Rt s B % 7 .
Sl it 2 E AL ad
&in six Days. Then He rose over the Throne.»

means, He is running all affairs and He decrees according to
the truth, and He is the best of those who decide.

Qs vy 23 50 W B i Y
&Then He rose over (Istawa) the Throne. The Most Gracious!
Ask Him, as He is the All-Knower .}

meaning, find out about Him from one who knows most about
Him, and follow him and take him as your example. It is
known that there is no one who knows more about Allah than
His servant and Messenger Muhammad i, the absolute leader
of the sons of Adam in this world and the Hereafter, who does
not speak of his own desire, but conveys revelation revealed to
him. What he says is true, and he is the leader whose decision
counts; when there is a dispute, people are obliged to refer to
him, and whatever is in accordance with his words and deeds
is right, and whatever goes against them should be rejected no
matter who says or does it. Allah says:

L P ;«:‘—;: oBd
&(And) if you differ in anything among yourselves...p (4:59).
€l 3y 83 568 on s AT OGP
¢And in whatsoever you differ, the decision thereof is with
Allahp (42:10).
( ¥ig; 6 & o G

¢And the Word of your Lord has been fulfilled in truth and in
justicep (6:115).

meaning, He has spoken the truth and is fair and just in His
commands and prohibitions. Allah says here:

4Gt 13 S5
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4Ask Him, as He is Al-Knower.)

Condemnation of the Idolators
Then Allah rebukes the idolators who prostrate to idols and
rivals instead of Allah:
€50 G U 5 Lt 40 03 b

¢And when it is said to them: ‘'Prostrate yourselves to Ar-

Rahman!" They say : “‘And what is Ar-Rahman?"'y
meaning: we do not know Ar-Rahmaén. They did not like to call
Allah by His Name Ar-Rahmaéan (the Most Gracious), as they
objected on the day of (the treaty of) Al-Hudaybiyyah, when
the Prophet i told the scribe:

u[._gjn RSP - oHn

tWrite: “In the Name of Allah, Ar-Rahman (the Most

Gracious), Ar-Rahim (the Most Merciful).'»
They said, “We do not know Ar-Rahman or Ar-Rahim. Write
what you used to write: ‘Bismika Allahumma (in Your Name, O
Allah).’ "1 So Alldh revealed the words:

St TN 0 % 6 § SR i G
¢Say : “'Invoke Allah or invoke Ar-Rahman, by whatever name

you invoke Him (it is the same), for to Him belong the Best
Namesp (17:110).

meaning, He is Allah and He is the Most Gracious. And in this
Ayah, Allah said:
€051 G 6 g5 145 5 3 b
¢And when it is said to them: "Prostrate yourselves to Ar-
Rahman!" They say : “And what is the Ar-Rahman?"')
meaning: we do not know or approve of this Name.
At
¢Shall we fall down in prostration to that which you command
us?y

means, “Just because you tell us to?”

(1 Ahmad 3:268, similar with Muslim no. 1784.
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32 eroize
L {4 r‘-“u)
tAnd it increases in them only aversion .»

As for the believers, they worship Allah Who is the Most
Gracious, Most Merciful, and they attribute divinity to Him
Alone and prostrate to Him. The scholars, agree that it is
allowed and approved for the reader and the listener to
prostrate when he reaches this mention of prostration in Sirat
Al-Furgan, and Allah knows best.

35 oM WS T G K G KA g e off 50

gt § B S50 53 T GG 3
¢61. Blessed be He Who has placed in the heaven Al-Buriij,
and has placed therein a great lamp, and a moon giving light.»

€62. And He it is Who has put the night and the day in
succession (Khilfatan), for such who desires to remember or
desires to show his gratitude .p

Mentioning the Might and Power of Allih

Here Allah glorifies Himself and praises the beauty He created
in the heavens of Al-Burij, the giant stars, according to the
view of Mujahid, Said bin Jubayr, Abu S$alih, Al-Hasan and
Qatadah.!"! This is like the Ayah,

L S Gl A € S
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4And indeed We have adorned the nearest heaven with lampsp
(67:5).

Allah says:
€ o B2 G0 KA G o B0
¢Blessed be He Who has placed in the heaven Al-Buriij, and
has placed therein a great lamp,»

which is the sun which shines like a lamp, as Alldh says:
€T oL asy

¢And We have made (therein) a shining lampp (78:13).

(') At-Tabari 19:289, Al-Baghawi 3:374.
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P
dand a moon giving light.» means, shining and illuminated by
the light of something else, different from the light of the sun,
as Allah says: 7
403 2 £y B0 2 ol 5P

¢It is He Who made the sun a shining thing and the moon as a

lighty (10:5).
And Allah tells us that Niuh, peace be upon him, said to his
people:

S35 05 e S Ji TR pi g SR OF G S

€See you not how Allah has created the seven heavens one

above another? And has made the moon a light therein, and
made the sun a lamp?% (71:15-16).

Then Alldh says:
€ 5080 35 5 o 5
¢And He it is Who has put the night and the day in succession
(Khilfatan),$

meaning, each one comes after the other, in a never-ending
alternation. When one goes the other comes, and vice versa, as
Allah says:

€oichs J 0 K8 R

¢And He has made the sun and the moon, both constantly
pursuing their coursesy (14:33).

¢He brings the night as a cover over the day, seeking it
rapidlyy (7:54).

¢ 4,% J1 ‘,..'u eI S
¢lt is not for the sun to overtake the moony (36:40).
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&for such who desires to remember or desires to show his
gratitude.p

means, He has caused them both to follow one another to
show the times when His servants should worship Him. So
whoever misses an act of worship during the night can make
1t up during the day, and whoever misses an act of worship
d’urmg the day can make it up during the night. It was
recorded in a Sahih Hadith:

Sy s b e 2 o gyt B 5 % dp

WU
tAllah spreads forth His Hand at night for the one who has
done evil during the day to repent, and He spreads forth His

Hand during the day for the one who has done evil during the
Jiight to repent. o1l

MUJahld and Qatadah said: “Khilfatan means different, i.e.
because one is dark and the other is light.”?
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€63. And the servants of the Most Gracious are those who walk
on the earth Hawna, and when the foolish address them they
say; "Salama."}

¢64. And those who spend the night in worship of their Lord,
prostrate and standing.p

465. And those who say: "Our Lord! Avert from us the
torment of Hell. Verily, its torment is ever an inseparable,
permanent punishment."'$

466. Evil indeed it is as an abode and as a place to rest in.p

¢67. And those who, when they spend, are neither extravagant
nor stingy, but are in a just balance between them .3

M Muslim 4:2113.
121 Ay-Tabari 19:290, 291.
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Attributes of the Servants of the Most Gracious
These are the attributes of the believing servants of Allah,

€5 A 5 515

§those who walk on the earth Hawna,$

meaning that they walk with dignity and humility, not with
arrogance and pride. This is like the Ayah:
€€ g 25

¢And walk not on the earth with conceit and arrogance...y

(17:37).
So these people do not walk with conceit or arrogance or
pride. This does not mean that they should walk like sick
people, making a show of their humility, for the leader of the
sons of Adam (the Prophet) # used to walk as if he wgs
coming downhill, and as if the earth were folded up beneath

him. What is meant here by Hawn is serenity and dignity, as
the Messenger of Allah # said:

2530 G e f&dey w5y nBT w6 e i
o, %6 Uy s g
tWhen you come to the prayer, do not come rushing in haste.
Come calmly and with tranquility, and whatever ;/ou catch up
with, pray, and whatever you miss, make it up !
SR RAPYA AR
¢and when the foolish address them they say : "Salama."p

If the ignorant people insult them with bad words, they do not
respond in kind, but they forgive and overlook, and say
nothing but good words. This is what the Messenger of Allih
# did: the more ignorant the people, the more patient he
would be. This is as Allah says:

PR B TR P 3

¢And when they hear Al-Laghw (evil or vain talk), they
withdraw from ity (28:55).

) Fath Al-Bari 2:453.



Stirah 25. Al-Furgan (63 - 67) (Part-19) 197

Then Allah says that their nights are the best of nights, as He
says: N .
€L0UGS VR 1) DAL Gl

¢And those who spend the night in worship of their Lord,
prostrate and standing .3

meaning, worshipping and obeying Him. This is like the Ayat:
€They used to sleep but little by night. And in the hours before
dawn, they were asking for forgivenessp (51:17-18).

P s 2 rer

el ¢ s dkdp
¢Their sides forsake their beds...» (32:16).

€45 B g D81 S14 G Gl o e &5 3 5
¢Is one who is obedient to Allah, prostrating himself or
standing during the hours of the night, fearing the Hereafter
and hoping for the mercy of his Lord...» (39:9).
Alldh says:

T L 2 ,1 PARAGE 2 S A Ao Zo.
0 O Qi ) 5 0% B G006 B llsd

¢And those who say: ""Our Lord! Avert from us the torment of
Hell. Verily, its torment is ever an inseparable punishment."$

meaning, ever-present and never ending.
Al-Hasan said concerning the Ayah,

U o i op

4Verily, its torment is ever an inseparable, permanent
punishment .y

Everything that strikes the son of Adam, then disappears, does
not constitute an inseparable, permanent punishment. The
inseparable, permanent punishment is that which lasts as
long as heaven and earth.''! This was also the view of
Sulayman At-Taymi.?

o i L Gy

1 At-Tabari 19:297.
12) ‘Abdur-Razzaq 3:72.
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abode and as a place to
rest in.$

means, how evil it
looks as a place to
dwell and how evil it
is as a place to rest.

PP Joc gl il J-J‘J)

4And those who, when
they spend, are neither ex-
travagant nor stingy...»

They are not
extravagant, spending
more than they need,
nor are they miserly
towards their families,
not spending enough
on their needs. But
they follow the best
and fairest way. The
best of matters are
those which are

" moderate, neither one

4

¢but are in a just balance between them.» This is like the Ayah,
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¢And let not your hand be tied to your neck, nor stretch it
forth to its utmost reach.»(17:29)
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468. And those who invoke not any other god along with
Allah, nor kill such person as Allah has forbidden, except for
just cause, nor commit illegal sexual intercourse - and whoever
does this shall receive Athama.y

§69. The torment will be doubled for him on the Day of
Resurrection, and he will abide therein in disgrace;$

€70. Except those who repent and believe, and do righteous
deeds; for those, Allah will change their sins into good deeds,
and Allah is Oft-Forgiving, Most Merciful .

§71. And whosoever repents and does righteous good deeds;
then indeed he has repented to Allah Mataba.p

The Attributes of the Servants of the Most Gracious
include avoiding Shirk, Murder and Zina

Imam Ahmad recorded that ‘Abdullah bin Masqud said, “The
Messenger of Allah # was asked which sin is the most
serious?” He said:

e 545 15 @ sl Gb
«That you appoint a rival to Allah when He has created you.»
He asked, “Then what?” He said:

Wi oaks Of L3 830 8 5

«That you kill your child for fear that he may eat with you.»
He said, “Then what?” He said:

0B, s gid ob

«That you commit adultery with your neighbor's wife.»
‘Abdullah said, “Then Allah revealed, confirming that:

k4 o 7 -
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¢And those who invoke not any other god along with
Allah....p"1

This was also recorded by An-Nasa’i,” and by Al-Bukhari
M Ahmad 1:380.
12} An-Nasa’i in Al-Kubra 6 :420.
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and Muslim.!"!

It was narrated that Said bin Jubayr heard Ibn ‘Abbas
saying that some of the people of Shirk killed a great deal and
committed Zind a great deal, then they came to Muhammad RL
and said: “What you are saying and calling people to is good,
if only you would tell us that there is a way to expiate for
what we have done.” Then the Ayah:

€005 i B @i 1 L6
¢And those who invoke not any other god along with Allah...»
was revealed, as was the Ayah,
€l & Bl s By

¢Say: “O My servants who have transgressed against
themselves!"'y (39:53).121

€60 5 & 55 o5
¢and whoever does this shall receive Athama.p

It was recorded that ‘Abdullah bin ‘Amr said: “Athama is a
valley in Hell.”® 9krimah also said that Athama refers to
valleys in Hell in which those who commit unlawful sexual
acts will be punished. This was also narrated from Sa‘id bin
Jubayr and Mujahid.*! As-Suddi said that Athdama referred to
punishment, which is closer to the apparent meaning of the
Ayah. This interpretation makes it interchangeable with what
comes next, the Ayah:

€l o Ll D GLdy

¢The torment will be doubled for him on the Day of
Resurrection, » i.e., repetitive and intensified.

e,

€6 . 355D
$and he will ovide therein in disgrace;» scorned and humiliated.
0ol S 3,55 <55 06 o b

') Fath Al-Bari 12:116, Muslim 1:90 91.
121 At-Tabari 9:414.

B3) At-Tabari 19:308.

) At-Tabari 19:308.
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4Except those who repent and believe, and do righteous deeds ;%

means, those who do these evil deeds will be punished in the
manner described,

o6 o
¢Except those who repenty, that is; those who repent in this world
to Allah from all of those deeds, for then Allah will accept their
repentance. This is evidence that the repentance of the mur-

derer is acceptable, and there is no contradiction between this
and the Ayah in Sirat An-Nisd”*

S ol £ 3p VA2 e
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e

¢And whoever kills a believer intentionally (4:93),

because even though this was revealed in Al-Madinah, the
meaning is general, and it could be interpreted to refer to one
who does not repent, because this Ayah states that forgiveness
is only for those who repent. Moreover Allah says:

L., L Tt - ovp soe . % G 2t 3
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¢Verily, Allah forgives not that partners should be set up with
Him, but He forgives except that to whom He willsp (4:48).

And in the authentic Sunnah, it is reported from the
Messenger of Allah i that the repentance of a murderer is
acceptable, as was stated in the story of the person who killed
one hundred men and then repented, and Allah accepted his
repentance, and other Hadiths.!"

€5 G5 5 56 bt s 1 0 il
¢for those, Allah will change their sins into good deeds, and
Allah is Oft-Forgiving, Most Merciful .»
Imam Ahmad recorded that Abu Dharr, may Allah be pleased
with him, said, “The Messenger of Allah # said:
ERI VR A AT 5T QB g iR Ll 3T 5T 5 2N
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P

. Te.t N AT hes % PR Toe o 5 eee 2t .
ki ¥ AR 0,8 (38 138 038 £y Eles) (085 08 038 gy s

111 Al-Bukhari no. 3470, and Muslim no. 7008.
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I know the last person who will be brought forth from Hell,
and the last person who will enter Paradise. A man will be
brought and it will be said, "‘Take away his major sins and ask
him about his minor sins.” So it will be said to him: *On such
and such a day, you did such and such, and on such and such
a day, you did such and such." He will say, “Yes, and he will
not be able to deny anything.” Then it will be said to him:
““For every evil deed you now have one good merit.” He will
say: O Lord, 1 did things that I do not see here."»

He (Abu Dharr) said: “And the Messenger of Allah
smiled so broadly that his molars could be seen.”!!
Muslim recorded it.1?

Ibn Abi Hatim recorded that Abu Jabir heard Makhiil say,
“A very old man with sunken eyes came and said, ‘O
Messenger of Allah, a man betrayed others and did
immoral deeds, and there was no evil deed which he did
not do. If (his sins) were to be distributed among the
whole of mankind, they would all be doomed. Is there any
repentance for him?” The Messenger of Allah #: said:

e aisfh

tHave you become Muslim?»

He said, “As for me, | bear witness that there is no God
but Allah Alone, with no partner or associate, and that
Muhammad is His servant and Messenger.” The Prophet
#% said:

tAllah will forgive you for whatever you have done like that,
and will replace your evil deeds with good merits.»

The man said: “O Messenger of Allah, even my betrayals
and immoral actions?” The Prophet # said:

m Ahmad 5:170.
2 Muyslim 1:177.
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OH RO A
«Even your betrayals and immoral actions.»

“The man went away saying ‘La ildha illallah’ and ‘Allahu
Akbar."1l

Allah tells us how His mercy extends to all His creatrues, and
that whoever among them repents to Him, He will accept his
repentance for any sin, great or small. Allah says:

Y S R g WO A DAy W iy

¢And whosoever repents and does righteous good deeds; then

indeed he has repented to Allah Mataba.p
meaning, Allah will accept his repentance. This is like the
Ayat:

€005 a5 Bl ot A6 i 38 A0 0 S 35

¢And whoever does evil or wrongs himself but afterwards seeks

Allah's forgiveness, he will find Allah Oft-Forgiving, Most

Mercifuly (4:110).

€l S G50 JE D A URLS 5P

¢Know they not that Allah accepts repentance from His
servants? ... (9:104).

&l 105 o BTE ¥ pp Y e G0 G0 Gates 39

4Say: O My servants who have transgressed against
themselves! Despair not of the mercy of Allah."y (39:53) - for
those who repent to Him.
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472. And those who do not bear witness to falsehood, and if
they pass by some evil play or evil talk, they pass by it with

11

Ibn Abi Hatim and Ad-Durr Al-Manthiir 6:281. This narration is not
authentic. There is a similar, but shorter narration from Anas,
recorded by Abu Ya‘la, Al-Bazzar, and At-Tabaréni.
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dignity .»

473. And those who, when they are reminded of the Ayat of
their Lord, fall not deaf and blind thereat.}

€74. And those who say: “Our Lord! Bestow on us from our

wives and our offspring the comfort of our eyes, and make us
leaders of those who have Taqwa."y

More Attributes of the Servants of the Most Gracious

These are further attributes of the servants of the Most
Gracious. They do not bear witness to falsehood, including
lies, immorality, disbelief, foul speech and false words. ‘Amr
bin Qays said, this refers to gatherings of sexual immorality. It
was said that the Ayah,

‘45;53\‘ 6)1;—'5. 3 2
¢And those who do not bear witness to falsehood,»
refers to giving false testimony, which means lying deliberately
to someone else. It was recorded in the Two Sahihs that Abu
Bakrah said, “The Messenger of Allah % said three times:
18 50 ,Sﬁ ‘..’ilf N
uShall I not tell you of the greatest of major sins?»

We said, “Of course, O Messenger of Allah.” The
Messenger of Allah # said:

IS 3,25 by By han
tAssociating others in worship with Allah and disobeying one's

parents.»
He was lying down, then he sat up and added:

Py TR HCT RN I TN PR
WBeware false speech, and bearing witness to falsehood .»
and he kept repeating it until we thought, would that he
would stop.”!l
From the context it seems that what is meant by those who do
not bear witness to falsehood is those who do not attend it or

11 Fath Al-Bari 5:309, Muslim 1:91.
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are not present when it happens. Allah says:
e b A W
¢and if they pass by some evil play or evil talk, they pass by it
with dignity .
They do not attend where falsehood occurs, and if it so

happens that they pass by it, they do not let it contaminate
them in the slightest. Allah says:

rys

L ACERT
&they pass by it with dignity.p
§And those who, when they are reminded of the Ayat of their
Lord, fall not deaf and blind thereat.3

This is also a characteristic of the believers,
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€5
€Those who, when A_llﬁh is mentioned, feel a fear in their
hearts and when His Ayat are recited unto them, they increase
their faith; and they put their trust in their Lord .} (8:2)
Unlike the disbelievers. When they hear the Words of Allih,
they are not affected by them or moved to change their ways.

They persist in their disbelief, wrongdoing, ignorance and
misguidance, as Allah says:
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¢And whenever there comes down a Siirah, some of them say:
"“Which of you has had his faith increased by it?"" As for those
who believe, it has increased their faith, and they rejoice. But as

for those in whose hearts is a disease, it will add doubt to their
doubty (9:124-125).

€00 o G 1902 Sy
4fall not deaf and blind thereat.p means, unlike the disbelievers
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who, when they hear the Ayat of Allah, are not moved by them,
but continue as they are, as if they did not hear them but are
deaf and blind.
His saying:
A 3 655 W 5, U 5 & i o
¢And those who say: “‘Our Lord! Bestow on us from our wives
and our offspring the comfort of our eyes...”'y

means those who ask Allah to bring forth from their loins
offspring who will obey Him and worship Him and not
associate anything in worship with Him. Ibn ‘Abbas said, “This
means (offspring) who will strive to obey Allah and bring them
joy in this world and the Hereafter."!

Imédm Ahmad recorded that Jubayr bin Nufayr said: “We sat
with Al-Miqdad bin Al-Aswad one day, and a man passed by
and said, “How blessed are these two eyes which saw the
Messenger of Allah %! Would that we had seen what you saw
and witnessed what you witnessed.” Al-Miqdad got angry, and
I was surprised, because the man had not said anything but
good. Then he turned to him and said, “What makes a man
wish to be present when Allah had caused him to be absent,
and he does not know how he would have behaved if he had
been there? By Allah, there are people who saw the Messenger
of Allah #, and Allah will throw them on their faces in Hell
because they did not accept him or believe in him. Are you not
grateful that Allah brought you forth from your mothers’
wombs believing in your Lord and in what your Prophet
brought, and that the test went to others and not to you?
Allah sent His Prophet # during the most difficult time that
any Prophet was ever sent, after a long period of ignorance,
when the people could see no better religion than the worship
of idols, and he brought the Criterion which distinguishes
truth from falsehood and which would separate a father from
his son. A man would realize that his father, son or brother
was a disbeliever, and since Allah had opened his heart to
Faith, he knew that if his relative died he would go to Hell, so
he could not rest knowing that his loved one was in the Fire.
This is what Allah referred to in the Ayah,

1! At-Tabari 19:318.
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¢And those who say : "'Our Lord! Bestow on us from our wives
and our offspring the comfort of our eyes..."'»

Its chain of narrators is Sahih, although they did not report
it.1!

€ll <t GG
¢and make us leaders of those who have Taquwa.)

Ibn ‘Abbas, Al-Hasan, As-Suddi, Qatadah and Rabi‘ bin Anas
said: “Leaders who would be taken as examples in good.”?

Others said: “Guides who would call others to goodness.”
They wanted their worship to be connected to the worship of
their children and offspring, and their guidance to go beyond
themselves and benefit others. This would be more rewarding
and a better end, as it was recorded in Sahih Muslim from
Abu Hurayrah, may Allah be pleased with him, that the
Messenger of Allah # said:
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1When a son of Adam dies, his deeds cease apart from three: a
righteous child who will pray for him, knowled ;Fe from which
others may benefit after him, or ongoing charity .»
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¢75. Those will be rewarded with the highest place because of
their patience. Therein they shall be met with greetings and the
word of peace and respect.»

¢76. Abiding therein - excellent it is as an abode, and as a
place to rest in.p

() Ahmad 6:2.
21 At-Tabari 19:319.
Bl Muslim 3:1255.
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€77. Say: "My Lord pays attention to you only because of your
invocation to Him. But now you have indeed denied. So the
torment will be yours forever."

The Reward of the Servants of the Most Gracious, and a
Warning to the People of Makkah

After mentioning the beautiful attributes of His believing
servants, and their fine words and deeds, Allah then says:

P
¢Thosey meaning, the people who are described in this manner,
L SR
€will be rewardedd on the Day of Resurrection,
€y

¢with the highest placey, which is Paradise. Abu Ja‘far Al-Bagqir,
Sa’id bin Jubayr, Ad-Dahhak and As-Suddi said, “It was so
called because of its elevation.”

¢z O

dbecause of their patience.) means, their patience in doing what
they did.

¢ iy

¢Therein they shall be met) means, in Paradise.
s 129

dwith greetings and the word of peace and respect.p

This means that they will be greeted first with words of
welcome and honor. Peace will be theirs and they will be
wished peace. And angels shall enter unto them from every
gate, saying, “Peace be upon you for that you persevered in
patience! Excellent indeed is the final home!”

€0 a5

¢Abiding thereinp means, they will settle there and never leave
or move or die, they will never exit or wish to move to
somewhere else. This is like the Ayah,
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€And those who are blessed, they will be in Paradise, abiding
therein for all the time that the heavens and the earth endured
(11:108).

v Lory erp-
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gexcellent it is as an abode, and as a place to rest in.p

Its appearance is beautiful and it is a good place in which to
rest and to dwell. Then Allah says:

TS
€5ay: “My Lord pays attention to you only because of your
invocation to Him..."$

meaning, He would not care to pay attention to you if you did
not worship Him, for He only created mankind to worship Him
Alone and to glorify Him morning and evening.

His saying:

4But now you have indeed denied. “O you disbelievers.”

v, gers
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¢So the torment will be yours forever.y

So your denial will remain with you forever, i.e., it will lead to
your punishment, doom and destruction in this world and the
Hereafter. This also refers to the day of Badr, as it was
interpreted by ‘Abdullah bin Mas‘ad, Ubayy bin Ka‘b,
Muhammad bin Ka‘b Al-Qurazi, Mujahid, Ad-Dahhak,
Qatadah, As-Suddi and others.!!!
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4So the torment will be yours forever.p
Al-Hasan Al-Basri said: “The Day of Resurrection.”?! And
there is no conflict between the two interpretations.

This is the end of the Tafsir of Surat Al-Furgan, all praise
and thanks are due to Alldh.

! At-Tabari 19:324, ‘Abdur-Razzaq 3:72.
12} Ad-Durr Al-Manthur 6 :287 .



